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VISHNU PURÁNA. 


BOOK V. (continued). 


CHAPTER XVII. 


Akrura’s meditations on Krishna: his arrival at Gokula: his delight 
at seeing Krishna and his brother. 


AKRÜRA, having set off in his quick travelling-car, 
proceeded to visit Křishńa at the pastures* of Nanda; 
and, as he went along, he congratulated himself on his 
superior good fortune, in having an opportunity of be- 

holding a descended portion of the deity. “Now,” 
thought he, *has my life borne fruit; my night is fol- 
lowed by the dawn of day: since I shall see the coun- 
tenance of Vishnu, whose eyes are like the expanded 
leaf of the lotos.? I shall behold that lotos-eyed aspect $ 
of Vishnu, which, when seen only in imagination, takes 
away the sins of men. I shall, to-day, behold that glory 
of glories, ||, the mouth of Vishnu, 1 whence proceeded 


* Gokula. + Namely, Chakrin, in the original. 

i Here follows, in the Sanskrit, a stanza left untranslated: 

Aq A aaa Aa Ba Wu fac | 

aa uana get faut afaufa n 

Sridhara gives this stanza; but Ratnagarbha does not appear, from my 
MSS. of his commentary, to recognize it. 

§ Literally, “the lotos-eye.” 

|| TH UTATA | Variant, preferred by the commentator Ratnagarbha, 
ula atat, “light of the gods”. 

q The original has Bhagavat. 

V. 1 
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the Vedas and all their dependent sciences.* I shall 
see the sovereign of the world, by whom the world is 
sustained; + who is worshipped as the best of males,: 
as the male of sacrifice § in sacrificial rites. I shall see 
Kesava, who is without beginning or end; by wor- 
shipping whom with a hundred sacrifices, Indra ob- 
tained the sovereignty over the gods. That Hari, 
whose nature is unknown to Brahma, Indra, Rudra, 
the Aswins, the Vasus, Adityas, and Maruts, will (this 
day,) touch my body. The soul of all, the knower of 
all, he who is all, and is present in all, he who is per- 
manent, undecaying, all-pervading, will converse with 
me. He, the unborn, who has preserved the world in 
the various forms of a fish, a tortoise, a boar, a horse,* 


1 The commentator || explains this to mean Hayagriva,—or 
Vishnu with the neck and head of a hoise,—who, it is said, in the 
Second Book T of the Bhágavata, appeared at the end of a great 


* To render vedanga. 
+ Akhiladhara. 
+ Purushottama. See Vol. I., p. 16, note 1. 
$ Yajna-purusha. See Vol. L, p. 163, note «. 
|| The words of the commentators are, in common, simply RẸ: | 
ganta: | But I show, presently, that they must be wrong 
« The passage referred to is Chapter VIL, 11, where Brahma is the 
speaker. The original and Burnouf's translation are subjoined: 
Wa AAT WIS 
amia ayara: | 
aAa Wuwersfueusesqdaram 
ATHY ANFRTAT: JASA AE N 
“Dans mon sacrifice, Bhagavat lui-même fut Hayagircha, le male du 
sacrifice, dont la couleur est celle de l'or, dont les Védas et les sacri- 
fices sont la substance, et les divinités l'àme; quand il respira, de ses 
narines sortirent de ravissantes paroles." 
Professor Wilson's view of tbe meaning of the stanza just quoted is 
more than usually imaginative. 
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a lion,* wil, this day, speak to me. Now, the lord of 
the earth, who assumes shapes at will, has taken upon 
him the condition of humanity, to accomplish some 
object cherished in his heart. That Ananta, who holds 


T 


sacrifice perforined by Brahmá, and breathed from his nostrils 
the texts of the Vedas. The fourth Avatára is always, else- 
where, said to be the Vamana, or dwarf. + 


In the Bhagavata-purana, VII., XXIV., 7, 8, it is said, that, as 
Brahmá slumbered, the Vedas slipped ont of his mouth, aud Hayagriva 
came, aud furtively carried them off. Hari, or Vishin, it is subsequently 
stated, at last slew Hayagriva. 

According to Vol. Il, p. 125, Vishnu is worshipped, in Bhadráswa, as 
Hayasiras,—the Ilayasirsha of the verses cited above, and of the Bhaga- 
vata-purdiia, V., XVII., 1. For Aéwaéiras, as an epithet of Nara- 
yana, or Vishnu, see the Mahabharata, Santi-parvan, sl, 13100, &c. 

With this divinity Professor Wilson has confounded the demon Haya- 
griva, for whom see Vol, IL, p. 70, note $, and p. 210, note 1. Aswa- 
griva, mentioned in the Mahabharata, Adi-parvau, Śl 2533, is, presumably, 
identical with the latter, who has a fellow in A$wasiras,—ibid., sl. 2531 
and 2646, 

The passage in Vol. I., Preface, p. LXXXVI., where * Vishüiu, as Ha- 
yagriva" is spoken of, I have not yet been able to verify. In the mean- 
time, it may pretty safely be surmised that there is a mistake. 

Hayafirsha, Hayagiras, and Aswasiras are, being interpreted, * Horse- 
headed’; Hayagriva and Aéwagriva, ‘Horse - necked.’ 

In the Sabdakalpadruma, the first definition of Hayagriva makes him 
an epiphany of Vishnu, for the sake of recovering the Vedas, which had 
been carried oif by Madhu and Kaitabha. The passage there quoted— 
Mahabharata, Sánti-parvaa, <l. 18497—18503,—does not, however, men- 
tion Hayagriva at all, but Aswasiras. 

My friend Mr. C. P. Brown informs me, that, in the Madras Presidency, 
Hayagriva is a not uncommon name for a Brahman fo bear. The fact 
is noteworthy. Hayagrivahan, “Slayer of Hayagriva," is au epithetical 
designation of Hayasirsha, 4, €, Vishnu. 

* Shiha; which here denotes nri-simha, the commentators say. See 
Vol IV., p. 277, text aud note $. 

t See Vol. JIL, p. 18, text and note 1. 


1* 
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the earth upon his crest, and whio has descended upon 
earth for its protection, will (this day,) call me by my 
name. Glory to that being, whose deceptive adoption 
of father, son, friend, brother, mother, and relative 
the world is unable to penetrate! Glory to him, who 
is one with true knowledge, who is inscrutable, * and 
through whom, seated in his heart, the Yogin crosses 
the wide expanse of worldly ignorance and illusion! 
I bow to him, who, by the performers of holy rites, 
is called the male of sacrifice (Yajnapurusha); by 
pious worshippers} is termed Vasudeva; and, by the 
cultivators of philosophy,? Visháu. May he in whom 
cause, and effect, and the world itself is compre- 
hended be propitious to me, through his truth; for 
always do I put my trust in that unborn, eternal Hari, 
by meditation on whom man becomes the repository 
of all good things." $ 

His mind thus animated by devout faith, and medi- 
tating in this manner, Akrüra (proceeded on his road, 
and) arrived at Gokula a little before sunset, at the 
time of the milking of the cows.|| And there he saw 
Krishha, amongst the cattle, dark as the leaf of the 


* Ameya. 
+ Sdiwata. 
i Vedanta. 
s WWT aa refe ulay qarfafeaa i 
agada wp Wendt Tg SAATA N 
wa ARARATI GA WAT | 
TRIAS fag sera aca afta N 
|| The original here has “at the milking-place of the cows”, "eres 
TATA | Sridhara’s and Ratnagarbha’s comment: "arsi ZEIT l 
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full-blown lotos; his eyes of the same colour,* and 
his breast decorated with the Srivatsa} mark; long- 
armed, and broad-chested; having a high nose,i and 
a lovely countenance brightened with mirthful smiles; 
treading firmly on the ground, with feet whose nails 
were tinted red; clad in yellow garments, and adorned 
with a garland of forest-flowers;§ having a fresh- 
gathered creeper in his hand, || and a chaplet of white 
lotos-flowers on his head.  Akrüra** also beheld, 
there, Dalabhadra, white as a swan, a jasmine, or the 
moon, and dressed in blue raiment; having large and 
powerful arms,*t and a countenance as radiant as a 
lotos in bloom,—like another Kailása-mountain, crested 
with a wreath of clouds. 

When Akrüra saw these two youths, his counte- 
nance expanded with delight,?! and the down of his 
body stood erect (with pleasure). For this he thought 
to be supreme happiness and glory; this, the double 
manifestation of the divine Vásudeva. $8. This was the 
twofold gratifieation of his sight, to behold the creator 


* WUSIAIATA | 
+ See Vol. IV., p. 268. 
i WSDEETSPHT ST qu PC SISRTH | 
$ qeu i 
| lg d reseaTe um | Variant, accepted by the commentator Ratna- 
garbha: QAANT TA | 
q faatatsradaa 1 


** Yadu-nandana, “descendant of Yadu," in the or.ginal. 
++ Add “and shoulders". 


i faawgm | 
$$ Ue WATCH UTA AATA UZA, | 
anaaga faut Asana AA: i 
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of the universe: now he hoped that his bodily form 
would yield fruit,—as it would bring him in contact 
with the person of Krishna,*—and that the wearer of 
infinite forms would place his hand on his back: the 
touch of whose finger alone is sufficient to dispel sin, 
and to secure imperishable felicity; that hand which 
launches the fierce irresistible discus, blazing with all 
the flames of fire, lightning, and the sun, and, slaugh- 
tering the demon-host, washes the collyrium from 
the eyes of their brides; that hand into which Bah 
poured water, and thence obtained ineffable enjoy- 
ments below the earth,T and immortality, and do- 
minion over the gods for a whole Manwantara, without 
peril from a foe. “Alas! He will despise me for my 
connexion with Kamsa,—an associate with evil, though 
not contaminated by it. How vain is his birth, who 

shunned i) the virtuous!} And yet, | what is there, 


awaaga 
ee aaatafı ataga: | 

AAG HT THO T- 
OH SW Wu ATA II 


t The original implies that Bali, who had dwelt below the earth, ob- 
tained, &c. : 


€ x x « x fenis ur- 
AIT HTA JUTT: | 
For Bali,—a Daitya, son of Virochana,—successively sovereign of Pa- 


tala and an Indra, see Vol. IL, p. 69, and p. 210, note 1; Vol. IIL, 
p. 18, note !, and p. 23. 


The translation, towards the end of the present chapter, is very free, 
generally. 
: way wi haaf 
TAT YAAATIZLA | 
mdr a Aagi farg 
asa aty afed a i 
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in this world, unknown to him who resides in the 
hearts of all men, who is ever existent, exempt from 
imperfection, the aggregate of the quality of purity, 
and identical with true knowledge?" With a heart 
wholly devoted to him, then, I will approach the lord 
of all lords, the descended portion of Purushottama, 
of Vishńu, who is without beginning, middle, or end." 


Some of my MSS. have, instead of 4 HURA, "I«*HTW TUE d | 
This variant is noted by the commentator Ratnagarbha, and appears in 
the text of Sridhara. 


"qaaa R- 
aAA Aat GEN | 
fa at anaa aaa- 
aaraaatfa efe fares i 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


Grief of the Gopis, on the departure of Krishna and Balarama 

with Akrüra: their leaving Gokula. Akrura bathes in the 

Yamuna; beholds the divine forms of the two youths, and 
praises Vishnu. 


THUS meditating, the Yadava approached Govinda, 
(and addressed him,) and said *1 am Akrüra," and 
bowed his head down to the feet of Hari.* But Krishna 
laid upon him his hand, which was marked with the 
flag, the thunderbolt, and the lotos, and drew him 
(towards him), and affectionately embraced him. Then 
Ráma and Kesava entered into conversation with 
him, and, having heard from him all that had occurred, 
were much pleased, and led him to their habitation: 
there they resumed their discourse, and gave him food 
to eat, and treated him with proper hospitality.? 
Akrüra told them how (their father) Anakadundubhi, § 
the princess Devaki, and (even his own father,) Ugra- 
sena had been insulted by the iniquitous demon,| 
Karisa: he also related to them the purpose for which 
he had been despatched. When he had told them all 
these d the d of Kesin said to him: “I 


*CWXUIT WRTA dien Be: | 
T ie original has Bala. 
i WW areal qqDURC eiaeiareeíera: 
BRAM GIAMATTI CURED: d 
§ See Vol. IV., p. 101, text and note 1. 
|| Danava. 
« Keí-sidana, Compare the cognate epithet of Krishna, Madhusu- 
dana, “slayer of Madhu.” 
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was aware of all that you have told me, lord of liberal 
gifts.* Ráma and I will go, to-morrow, to Mathura, 
along with you. The elders of the cowherds shall ac- 
company us, bearing ample offeriugs.T Rest here to- 
night, and dismiss all anxiety. Within three nights 
I will slay Kamsa and his adherents.” 

Having given orders, accordingly, to the cowherds, 
Akrüra, with Kesava and Rama, $ retired to rest, and 
slept soundly in the dwelling of Nanda. The next 
morning was bright; and the youths prepared to de- 
part for Mathura, with Akrüra. The Gopis, seeing 
them about to set forth, were much afflicted; they 
wept bitterly; their bracelets were loose upon their 
arms; and they thus communed together:| “If Go- 
vinda depart for Mathura, how will he return to Go- 
kula? His ears will there be regaled with the melo- 
dious and polished conversation of the women of the 
city. Accustomed to the language of the graceful 
females of Mathura, he will never again endure the 
rustic expressions of the Gopis. Hari, the pride of the 
station," is carried off; and a fatal blow 1s inflicted 
upon us by inexorable destiny. Expressive smiles, 
soft language, graceful airs, elegant gait, and significant 


* Here follows a stanza left untranslated: 
aca q ATTA aAA qa | 
fafa malaa fafa aa wd AAT i 
These verses are recognized, in their texts and comments, by both the 
scholiasts. Furthermore, they are found translated at length in Professor 
Wilson’s Hindu-made English version. 
+ Upayana. 
i fate Aaa dix a fami aquefa | 
§ Balabhadra, in the Sanskrit. 
|| The translation is, hereabouts, free and expanded. 
«| Goshtha. 
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glances belong to the women of the city.* Hari is of 
rustic breeding: and, captivated by their fascinations, 
what likelihood is there of his returning to the society 
of any one amongst us? Kesava, who has mounted 
the car, to go to Mathurá, has been deceived by the 
eruel, (vile), and desperate Akrüra. Does not the un- 
feeling traitor know the affection that we all here feel 
for our Hari, the joy of our eyes, that he is taking him 
away? Unkind that he is, Govinda is departing from 
us, along with Rama. Haste! Let us stop him. Why 
talk of telling our seniors that we cannot bear his loss? 
What ean they do for us, when we are consumed by 
the fires of separation? The Gopas, with Nanda at 
their head, are, themselves, preparing to depart. No 
one makes any attempt to detain Govinda. Bright is 
the morning that succeeds to this night, for the women 
of Mathurá: for the bees of their eyes will feed upon 
the lotos-face of Achyuta. Happy are they who may 
£o hence without impediment, and behold, enraptured, 
Krishüa on his journey. A great festival will give 
pleasure, to-day, to the eyes of the inhabitants of Ma- 
thurá, when they see the person of Govinda.: What 
a blissful vision will be seen by the happy women (of 
the city), whose brilliant eyes shall regard, unchecked, 


* wreniferd «rei faaraaferat nfa: i 
vqmCummusqaenzrqfuaes s i 

t aei afeta avai faerafeesa: i 
aadi ga: urb ur weg waafa i 

: yate ufa p aufai refería i 
sggafa yad: aed YARATAR N 
ayua taaa ACTA: | 
Afen afaufa i 
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the countenance of Krishna!* Alas! The eyes of the 
Gopís have been deprived of sight by the relentless 
Brahmá, after he had shown them this great treasure. 
In proportion as the affection of Ham for us decays, 
so do our limbs wither, and the bracelets shp from 
our arms.? And now the cruel Akrüra urges on the 
horses. All conspire to treat unhappy females with 
unkindness. Alas! alas! We see, now, only the dust 
of his chariot-wheels. And now he is far away: for 
even that dust is no longer to be seen.” Thus lamented 
by the women,§ Kesava and Rama quitted the dis- 
trict of Vraja.' Travelling in a ear drawn by fleet 
horses, they arrived, at noon, at the banks of the Ya- 
muna, when Akrüra requested them to halt a little, 
whilst he performed the usual daily ceremonial in the 


! In the Bhagavata, Hari Vamsa, &c., several adventures of 
Krishna, during his residencegat Vraja, are recorded, of which our 
text makes no mention. Of these, the two most popular are 
Krishna’s taking away the clothes of the Gopis whilst bathing, 
and his liberating the Gopas from the mouth of Aghásura, | —dis- 
guised as a vast serpent,—into which they had entered, thinking 
it a cavern in a mountain. The omission of these two legends, 
or of any of the rest, is not much to be regretted. 


* The original has Adhokshaja, for the signification of which word see 
Vol. I., p. 28, note + 
+ Vidhatri, in the Sanskrit, Vide infra, p. 15, note q. 
: aqin frma AIAT ET: | 
araga eg Sereeru il 
§ taaafagtes Naa aA aTa: | 


| That is to say, Agha the Asura, He was Kamsa's generalissimo; 
and it seems that little more than this fact is known of him. See the 
Bhágavata-puráía, X. Prior Section, Chapter XII. 
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river.’* Accordingly, the intelligent Akrüra bathed, 
and rinsed his mouth; and then, entering the stream, 
he stood meditating upon the supreme being.+ But 
he beheld (mentally,?) Balabhadra, having a thousand 
hooded heads, a garland of jasmine-flowers, and large 
red eyes: attended by Vásuki,$ Rambha,|| and other 
mighty serpents, praised by the Gandharvas, deco- 
rated with wild flowers, wearing dark-coloured gar- 
ments, crowned with a chaplet ** of lotoses, ornamented 
with brilliant ear-rings, inebriate, and standing at the 
bottom of the river, in the water.? On his lap he also 


' The noonday prayer, or Sandhya. 

? By his Dhyána, or force of meditation, in which it is at- 
tempted to bring before the mind's eye some definite form of the 
object of adoration. In this case, Akrüra is compelled to see a 
form he did not anticipate. The Hari Vamsa, ++ very clumsily, 
sets him to meditate upon the serpent Sesha, which spoils the 
story; intended, as that is, to exhibit the identity of Balaráma 
and Krishna with the Supremo. 

> Balaráma was, thus. visible in his real character of Sesha, t— 
the chief of serpents, the couch of Vishnu, and supporter of the 
world. 


ANE DUAR Hat TSWTSDYRU | 
"rqercrfa arfecaraifgeréunemfa i 
The Yamuna is here called Kalindi. 
+ To translate Brahma. 
i SAZ UAIT | 
§ See Vol. Il., p. 74. 
|| See Vol. II., p. 287, note =. The conjecture which I there ventnred 
thus turns out to be correct, 
«| Pavanasin. 
** Avataihsaka, 
+t Chapter XOIII. 
tt See Vol, IL, pp. 74 and 85, and p. 211, note 1; also, Vol. IIL, pp. 30, 31. 
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beheld, at his ease,* Krishna, of the complexion of a 
cloud,! with full and coppery eyes, having an elegant 
form, and four hands, armed with the discus and other 
weapons, wearing yellow clothes, decorated with many- 
coloured flowers, and appearing like a cloud embel- 
lished with streams of lightning and the bow of Indra.+ 
His breast was marked with the celestial sign:i his 
arms were radiant with bracelets; a diadem shone on 
his brow;§ and he wore a white lotos for his crest. | 
He was attended by Sanandana and other holy sages, 
who, fixing their eyes upon the tips of their noses, 
were absorbed in profound meditation. ** 

When Akrüra beheld Balaráma ft and Krishna in this 
situation, he was much amazed, and wondered how 
they could so quickly have got there from the chariot. 
He wished to ask them this; but Janárdana deprived 
him of the faculty of speech, at the moment. Ascend- 
ing, then, from the water, he repaired to the car; and 
there he found them both, (quietly) seated, in the same 
human persons as before. Plunging, again, into the 
water, there he again beheld them, hymned, as before, 


! Or, rather, he beheld Ghanasyáma,—an appellation of Krishna, 
who is so called from being as black ($yáma) as a cloud (ghana). 


* Aklishta, 
+ Sakra, in the original. 
t To render grivatsa. Vide supra, p. 5. 

§ Sa ITa WRAGCAFSI HATA | 
|| Avatansaka. 
« See Vol. IL, p. 226; and p. 227, note 1. 

Bs ware aaa fate faa NATAR: | 

fafsrararesi CEP arene T 

++ The Sanskrit has Bala. 
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by the Gandharvas, saints,* sages, f and serpents. 
Apprehending, therefore, their real character, he thus 
eulogized the eternal deity, who consists of true 
knowledge :: 

“Salutation to thee, who art uniform and manifold, 
all-pervading, supreme spirit, of inconceivable glory, 
and who art simple existence! $ Salutation to thee, O 
inserutable, who art truth, and the essence of obla- 
tions! Salutation to thee. O lord, whose nature is 
unknown, who art beyond primeval matter, who 
existest in five forms,* as one with the elements, with 
the faculties, ^^ with matter, with the living soul, with 
supreme spirit! +7? Show favour (to me), O soul of the 
universe, essence of all things, perishable or eternal, 
whether addressed by the designation of Brahma, 
Visháu, Siva, or the like. I adore thec TOR ox os 
whose nature 1s indeseribable, whose purposes are in- 
scrutable, whose name, even, is unknown; $8 for the at- 


* Muni. 
Y Siddha. 
t qua wdfswranwawadtuu i 
$ TAC SATE | 
aane ferus ATAR | 
NC EMEET EISE HO AAT Ta: N 
Havis. 
*| See Vol. I, p. 2, note 1, where this passage is referred to and en- 
larged on. 
** [ndriya. 
tt Atman and paramdtman. The first is the same as jivdtman. See 
ole TV. p. 253, note #2 
++ Parameswara. 
$$ saaaifaura | Abhidhana here takes the place of the more 
ordinary naman, the term rendered “appellation”, just below. See Vol. IV., 
p. 346, supplement to p. 267, note +. 
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tributes of appellation or kind* are not applicable to 
to thee, who art THAT,’ the supreme Brahma, eternal, 
unchangeable, uncreated. But, as the accomplish- 
ment of our objects cannot be attained except through 
some specific form,! thou art termed. by us, Krishna, 
Achyuta, Ananta, or Vishnu.§ Thou, unborn (divinity), 
art all the objects of these impersonations: thou art 
the gods, and all other beings; thon art the whole 
world; thou art all. Soul of the universe, thou art 
exempt from change: and there is nothing except thee 
in all this existence. Thou art Brahma, Pasupati, Ar- 
yaman, || Dhátfi, and Vidhatti; thou art Indra,™ air, 
fire, the regent of the waters, TT the god of wealth, :: and 
judge of the dead:§§ and thou, although but one, pre- 
sidest over the world, with various energies addressed 
to various purposes. Thou, identical with the solar 
ray, createst the universe; all elementary substance is 


! Tad, ‘that’; all that is, or that can be conceived. 


* [t should seem, from a collation of passages, that jd/?, the expres- 
sion here used, is synonymous with rupa. Do naman and jati signify 
‘genus’ and ‘species’? See Vol. IL, p. 328, text and note 7; and p. 337, 
supplementary note to p. 59, l. 8. 

T Aja. 

t Saad | 

$ qq: eurrrarereafaranei sia Ter | 

|| Corrected from * Àryaman ". 

q Dhatri and Vidhatfi are said to be Brahma as protector and creator. 
See Colebrooke's Miscellaneous Essays, Vol. I., p. 191. In lien of Dhatri, 
some MSS, yield Vishnu. 

** To represent /ridasapati, ‘lord of the gods.’ 

tt Toyesa; Varuna, to-wit. 

tł Dhana-pati; namely, Kubera. 

§§ The original yields Antaka, who is one with Yama. See Vol. Il., 
p. 216, note 1. 
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composed of thy qualities; and thy supreme form is 
denoted by the imperishable term sar (existence). 
To him who is one with true knowledge; who is, and 
is not, perceptible, * I bow. Glory be to him, the lord 
Vasudeva, to Sankarshana, to Pradyumna, and to Ani- 
ruddha!”? 


' Akrura’s piety is, here, prophetic: the son and grandson of 
Krishna (see Vol. IV., p. 112,) are not yet born. But this is the 
Vaishnava style of addressing Krishna, or Vishnu, as identical 
with four Vyuhas,—‘arrangements’ or ‘dispositions’, —Krishńa, 
Balarama, Pradyumna, and Aniruddha.+ See the Asiatic Re- 
searches, Vol. XVI. p. 35.¢ In this. as in several other places, 
the Vishnu Purána differs from some of the other narratives of 
Krishna, by the length and character of the prayers addressed to 
Vishnu. The Hari Vaisa, for instance, here has no prayer or 
panegyrie at all; the Bhágavata inserts one. 


* Sat and asat, ‘real’ and ‘unreal’. 

+ Ratnagarbha, one of the commentators on the Vishiu-purana, refers, 
to a similar purport, to the Mahabharata. The passage intended is, 
apparently, in the Sdnti-parvan,—ésl. 12888, et seq. 

+ Or Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. L, p. 45. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


Akrura conveys Krishna and Rama near to Mathura, and leaves 

ihem: they enter the town. Insolence of Kamsa’s washerman: 

Krřishńa kills him. Civility of a flower-seller: Krishüa gives 
him his benediction. 

THUS, the Yádava (Akrüra), standing in the river, 
praised Krishta, and worshipped him with imaginary * 
incense and flowers. Disregarding (all) other objects, 
he fixed his (whole) mind upon the deity; and, having 
continued, for a long time, in spiritual contemplation, + 
he (at last) desisted from his abstraction, conceiving 
he had effected the purposes of soul. Coming up from 
the water of the Yamuna, he went to the car; and 
there he beheld Rama and Krishna, seated as before. 
As his looks denoted surprise, Křishńa said to him: 
“Surely, Akrüra, you have seen some marvel in the 
stream of the Yamuna; for your eyes are staring, as 
if with astonishment.” Akrüra replied: “The marvel 
that I have seen in the stream of the Yamuna I behold 
before me, even here, in a bodily shape: for he whom 
I have encountered in the water, Krishna, is, also, 
your wondrous self, of whose illustrious person the 
whole world is the miraculous development.$ But 


* Mano-maya. 
T Brahma-bhuta, 
; Sanaa HAAT RETATA: | 


This is in the same stanza with what immediately follows, and should 
have been connected with it, in the translation, 


$ TAAAST TG Wed WD AETAT: | 
dura nagar AM AMA: | 
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enough of this. Let us proceed to Mathura. I am 
afraid Kainsa will be angry at our delay: such is the 
wretched consequence of eating the bread of another."* 
Thus speaking, he urged on the quick + horses; and 
they arrived, after sunset, at Mathura. When they 
came in sight of the city, Akrüra sad to Kfishüa and 
Rama: “You must now journey on foot, whilst I pro- 
ceed alone in the car.t And you must not go to the 
house of Vasudeva; for the elder has been banished, 
by Kaihsa, on your account.” 

Akrüra, having thus spoken, left them, and entered 
the city; whilst Rama and Krishha continued to walk 
along the royal road. Regarded, with pleasure, by 
men and women, they went along sportively, looking 
like two young elephants. As they roamed about, 
they saw a washerman$ colouring clothes; and, with 
smiling countenances, they went and threw down 
some of his fine limen.| The washerman was the 
servant of Kaisa, made insolent by his master’s fa- 
vour;f and he provoked the two lads with loud and 


' afaaaa Wei ATA Wu | 
fanfa qarara uxfuugrasttfsa i 
t Vata-ranhas. 
H ° TM ~A 
: ygi ati agta ARA fare | 
$ Rajaka. From the context the word seems to denote a dyer. 
| aaa genfa araifa afaa | 
The lads did not “throw down some of his fine linen”, but asked 
him for it. - 
wfwxrfur at is the reading preferred by the commentator Ratna- 
garbha; afactraat, that accepted by Sridbara: and neither of them 
mentions that of the other. 
* FAQ THAR HSA THTqT€e qu: | 
Instead of YATT., some MSS. have Water. 
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scurrilous abuse, until Krisháa struck him down, with 
his head to the ground, and killed him. Then, taking 
the clothes, they went their way, clad im yellow and 
blue raiment, until they came to a flower-seller's shop. 
The flower-seller looked at them with astonishment, 
and wondered who they could be, or whence they 
could have come. Seeing two youths so lovely, dressed 
in yellow and blue garments, he imagined them to be 
divinities descended upon earth. Being addressed by 
them with mouths budding like lotoses, and asked for 
some flowers, he placed his hands upon the ground, 
and touched it with his head, saying: “My lords have 
shown me great kindness, in coming to my house," — 
fortunate that Lam. I will pay them homage.” Having 
thus spoken, the flower-seller, with a smiling aspect, 
gave them whatever choice flowers they selected, to 
conciliate their favour. Repeatedly prostrating + him- 
self before them, he presented them with flowers, 
beautiful, fragrant, and fresh.? Krishha, then, being 
much pleased with him, gave him this blessing: “ For- 
tune, good friend, who depends upon me, shall never 
forsake you. Never shall you suffer loss of vigour or 
loss of wealth. As long as time shall last, your descend- 
ants shall not fail.§ Having long tasted various de- 


* WATSUTAT ATS Aa AeAaTAAT | 
+ HURT, which implies nothing more than a respectful inclination 
of the head and uplifting of the hands. 
t Amala. 


$ mafeatfa aaa a afuafa «afa: | 
This lection, Ratnagarbha’s, is the one followed by the Translator. 
Sridhara’s and that of nearly all my best MSS. begins the verse with 


the words QT QATA i 
DE 
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lights (on earth), you shall, finally, obtain, by calling 
me to recollection, a heavenly region, the consequence 
of my favour. Your heart shall ever be intent on 
righteousness; and fulness of days shall be the portion 
of your posterity. Your descendants shall not be sub- 
ject to natural infirmities, as long as the sun shall en- 
dure.”* Having thus spoken, Krishüa and Ráma,T 
worshipped by the flower-seller, went forth from his 
dwelling. ' l 


! These incidents are told, with some unimportant differences, 


in the other accounts of Krishüa's youth, 


-Auaiga Se gaeaf: | 
arafa weary aaqa ufcafa i 


t Baladeva, in the original. 


CHAPPER XX. 
Krishia and Balarama meet Kubja; she is made straight by the 
former: they proceed to the palace. Krishúa breaks a bow 
intended for a trial of arms. Kaisa’s orders to his servants. 
Public games. Kfishüa and his brother enter the arena: the 
former wrestles with Chánüra, the latter, with Mushtika, the 
king’s wrestlers, who are, both, killed. Krishna attacks and 
slays Kamsa: he and Balarama do homage to Vasudeva and 
Devaki: the former praises Krishna. 

AS they proceeded along the high road, they saw 
coming (towards them) a young girl, who was crooked: 
carrying a pot of unguent. Krishńa addressed her 
sportively, and said: “For whom are you carrying that 
unguent? Tell me, lovely maiden; tell me truly." 
Spoken to as it were through affection, Kubjá, Y well 
disposed towards Hari, replied to him also mirthfully, 
being smitten by his appearance: *Know you not, be- 
loved, that I am the servant of Kainsa, and appointed, 
crooked as I am, to prepare his perfumes? Unguent 
ground by any other he does not approve of: hence I 
am enriched through his liberal rewards." Then said 
Krishna: “Fair-faced damsel, give us of this unguent,— 


* Indivara-lochana. 
+ No proper name, here and near the top of the next page, but “the 
deformed girl". The word kubjá is rendered “crooked”, above. 


i art gata arate aaaf trata | 
Weasmfa fa«rrarevietuereeur 1 


The name of the damsel, we are thus told, was Naikavakra. In the 
Bhagavata-purdia, X., Prior Section, XLIL, 3, her name appears as 
Trivakra. She was so called, the commentator Sridhara remarks, be- 
cause triply deformed,—namely, in the neck, in the chest, and in the 
waist. 
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fragrant, and fit for kings, —as much as we may rub 
upon our bodies." “Take it,” answered Kubjá. And 
she gave them as much of the unguent as was suf- 
ficient for their persons. And they rubbed it on va- 
rious parts of their faces and bodies,’ till they * looked 
like two clouds, one white and one black, decorated 
by the many-tinted bow of Indra. Then Krishna, 
skilled in the curative art, took hold of her, under the 
chin, with the thumb and two fingers, and lifted up 
her head, whilst, with his feet, he pressed down her 
feet; and, m this way, he made her straight. When 
she was thus relieved from her deformity, she was a 
most beautiful woman; and, filled with gratitude and 
affection, she took Govinda by the garment, and invited 
him to her house. Promising to come at some other 
time, Krishna§ smilingly dismissed her, and then 


! They had their bodies smeared in the style called Bha- 
ktichchheda Gifeisga Tq ferarg ; that is, with the separating 
or distinguishing (chheda) marks of Vaishnava devotion (bhakti),— 
certain streaks on the forehead, nose, cheeks, breast, and arms, 
which denote a follower of Vishüu. See the Asiatic Researches, 
Vale X View passe 


* The original here gives them the epithet purusharshabha, 
+ Sauri, in the Sanskrit. See the original in the next annotation. 
tower faqa wiitaarafauratac i 
BUT NAIA TPA TIT TAT ii 
TAT UT A AUT Baa Anais TE | 
aa: T BAA UTAT ISTE d 
For some of the additions to the literal sense of the original, the 
Translator has drawn on Sridhara. 
$ The Sanskrit has Hari. 
|| Or Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. L, p. 41. 
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laughed aloud, on beholding the countenance of Bala- 
deva.' * 

Dressed in blue and yellow garments, and anointed 
with fragrant unguents, Y Kesava and Rama proceeded 
to the hall of arms, which was hung round with gar- 
lands.: Inquiring of the warders which bow he was 
to try, and being directed to it, he took it. aud bent 
it.§ But, drawing it with violence, he snapped it in 
two;* and all Mathura resounded with the noise which 
its fracture occasioned. Abused by the warders for 
breaking the bow, Kiishha and Rama retorted, and de- 
fied them, and left the hall. | 

When Kamsa knew that Akrtira had returned, and 
heard that the bow had been broken, he thus said to 
Cháüüra and Mushtika, (his boxers): “Two youths, 
cowherd boys, have arrived. You must kill them both, 
in a trial of strength, i in my presence; for they prac- 


! The story is similarly told in the Bhagavata, &c. 

? 'The bending or breaking of a bow is a favourite incident 
in Hindu heroic poetry; borrowed, no doubt, from the Ramia- 
yana, where, however, it has an object: here it is quite gratuitous. 


* Rama, in the original. 


t ufaabe Tafeaatyt | See note 1 in the preceding page. 


* According to the original, in all my MSS., &c., the youths, not the 
g 8 y y 


+ 
hall, were thus adorned. 


sai wp avai wea xfuf« | 
AATA AEA AUT WTATITITT: di 
Instead of WTA qT, the lection of Sridhara, Ratnagarbha has 
"HITW UIS, and says that we here have the name of the bow, Ayogava. 
The commentators mention and explain other readings; and my MSS. 
supply still more, 
| faa fate fere MATATA, | 
«| Malla-yuddha, See note «| in p. 39, infra. 
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tise against my life. I shall be well pleased if you kill 
them in the match, and will give you whatever you 
wish; not else. These two foes of mine must be killed 
by you, fairly or unfairly. The kingdom shall be ours 
in common, when they have perished.” Having given 
them these orders, he sent, next, for his elephant- 
driver, and desired him to station his (great) elephant, 
Kuvalayapida,—who was as vast as a cloud charged 
with rain,—near the gate of the arena, and drive him 
upon the two boys, when they should attempt to 
enter. * When Kamsa had issued these commands, and 
ascertained that the platforms were all ready (for the 
speetators) he awaited the rising of the sun, uncon- 
scious of impending death. T 

In the morning, the citizens assembled on the plat- 
forms set apart for them; and the princes, with the 
ministers and courtiers,} occupied the royal seats. 
Near the centre of the circle, judges of the games$ 
were stationed by Kamsa, whilst he himself sat apart, 
close by, upon a lofty throne. Separate platforms 
were erected for the ladies of the palace,| for the 


Instead of Ae, there ocenrs, as a common variant, the lection accepted 
by Sridhara, ASA | This, mistaken for aw, with the supposition that 
AT was misread APA, is the only ground that I have discovered for 
the Translators clause “who was as vast as a cloud charged with rain.” 

+ The original has BTAAATA:, which only implies that his death 
was near, not that he knew it to be so. 

+ These two words are to represent dmatya. Bhritya, ‘dependants’, 
is a variant. 

$ Ranana: p Variant: raf einst: à 


|| Antahpura. 
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courtesans, * and for the wives of the citizens.’ Nanda 
and the cowherds had places appropriated to them, at 


' The Bhagavata enters into even fewer particulars than our 
text, of the place set apart for the games. The Hari Vansa 
gives a much more detailed description, which is, in some re- 
speets, curious. The want of any technical glossary, and the ge- 
neral manner in which technical terms are explained in the ordi- 
nary dictionaries, render it difficult to understand exactly what 
is intended; and any translation of the passages must be defect- 
ive. The French version, however, probably represents a 
much more splendid and theatrical scene than the text authorizes, 
and may, therefore, admit of correction. The general plan is 
nothing more than an enclosed space, surrounded by temporary 
structures of timber or bamboos, open or enclosed, and decorated 
with hangings and garlands. It may be doubted if the details 
described by the compiler of the Hari Varsa were very familiar 
even to him; for his description is not always very consistent or 
precise. Of two commentators, one evidently knows nothing of 
what he attempts to explain; but, with the assistance of the 
other, the passages may be thus, though not always confidently, 
rendered : 

“The king, Karsa, meditating on these things, went forth, 
from his palace, to the place which had been prepared for the 
sight of the ceremonial("), to inspect the scaffolds (°) whieh had 
been constructed. He found the place close set with the several 
platforms (*) of the different publie bodies (*), strongly put together, 
and decorated with roofed pavilions of various sizes, supported 
by columns, and divided into commodious ehambers.(?) The edi- 
fice was extensive, well arranged, secured by strong rafters, (°) 
spacious and lofty, and commodious and secure. Stairs led to 
the different galleries.()§ Chairs of state(*) were placed in 


Vara-mukhya. 
+ M. Langlois's translation, Vol. l, pp. 354, 355, and pp. 362—3864. 
+ Swdyata. Variant: swayuta, 
§ The translation of the last two sentences educes mueh more from 
the original than even the commentaries warrant. 


LI 
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the end of which sat Akrúra and Vasudeva. Amongst 
the wives of the citizens appeared Devaki, mourning 


various parts of it. The avenues that conducted to it were nar- 
row(*), It was covered with temporary stages and sheds, ('°) 
and was capable of sustaining the weight of a multitude. 
“Having seen the place of the festival thus adorned, Kainsa 
gave orders, and said: ‘To-morrow let the platforms, and ter- 
races, and pavilions (*) be decorated with pictures, and garlands, 
and flags, and images;('*) and let them be scented with fragrant 
odours, and covered over with awnings. (1) Let there be ample 
heaps of dry pounded cow-dung('*) provided on the ground, * 
and suitable refreshment-chambers be covered over, and decorated 
with bells and ornamented arches.(!5) Let large water-jars be 
securely fixed in order, capable of holding a copious supply, and 
provided with golden drinking-cups. Let apartments be pre- 
pared(!5), and various kinds of beverage, in appropriate vessels, 
be ready. Let judges of the games be invited, and corporations, 
with their chiefs. Let orders be issued to the wrestlers, “and 
notice be given to the spectators; and let platforms, for their ac- 
e co) be fitted up in the place of assembly? ^ (') t 


* E vdta is the EM of my oldest MS., TUN of the ordinary 
ranga-vata. 
T Harivaméa, sl. 4521 — 4537: 


vd qar fafaa fren ere auta | 
IN SUTTHTWI- AITAI: N 

a qur wf SIUE JUTTA: | 
sratteri gedgndaanfecercn T 
Maama afia i 
qeu agaaa fs 1 
ada: anfaas atad qufatear | 
urferggfere we rereuepeer T 
AUTAA dme | 

Wei ARAHI aadtaacaaa d 

a get yfad TATTA qraart l 
A: afa ATATA QUATATAÀT F 1 
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for her son,* whose lovely face she longed to behold, 
even in the hour of his destruction. When the musical 


When the meeting takes place, the site of the games is thus 
deseribed: “Upon the following day, the amphitheatre( 7) was 
filled by the eitizens, anxious to behold the games. The place 
of assembly (°°) was supported by octagonal painted pillars, (°°) 
fitted up with terraces, and doors, and bolts, with windows, cir- 
cular or crescent; shaped, and accommodated with seats with 
cushions ;(2") and it shone like the ocean, whilst large clouds 
hang upon it, with spacious, substantial pavilions, (7) fitted up 
for the sight of the combat; open to the front,(**) but screened 
with beautiful and fine curtains,(*4) crowned with festoons of 
flowers, and glistening with radiance, like autumnal clouds. The 
pavilions} of the different companies and corporations, vast as 
mountains, were decorated with banners, bearing upon them the 
implements and emblems of the several crafts. (7°) The chambers 
of the inhabitants of the inner apartments shone near at hand, 
bright with gold, and painting, and net-work of gems: they were 
richly decorated with precious stones, were enclosed below with 
costly hangings, (79) and ornamented above with spires and ban- 
ners, and looked like mountains spreading their wings in the sky 5 


yara quur Sata ATR: | 
farei agata TST dI |i 
HAS AAT eurer XUI TAT: | 
XIUZTePECUDWETS TU TATATASUA: II 
Wayat Ffaqraly MARAT AUTHAA | 
SWHICHET AF AHIAAASTATT: I 
qqa cami Gu DES BAW: | 
mia arani Say Wu 1 
Brat q Fat aai Wasa awa F | 
WHTS WHTZTSp Beat gura: i 

. vssfast. which means that Devaki loved her son. 


+ Mancha; previously rendered “scaffolds”; “pavilions” being used to 
represent vadabhi or valabhi. 
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instruments sounded, Chantira sprang forth, and the 
people cried “Alas!” and Mushtika slapped his arms 
while the rays of light reflected from the valuable jewels were 
blended with the waving of white chowries and the musical 
tinkling of female ornaments. The separate pavilions of the 
courtesans were graced by lovely women, attired in the most 
splendid dresses, (*7) and emulated the radiance of the ears of the 
gods. In the place of assembly there were excellent seats, 
couches made of gold, and hangings of various colours, inter- 
mixed with bunches of flowers; and there were golden vases of 
water, and handsome places for refreshmeut, filled with fruits of 
various kinds, and cooling juices, and sherbets fit for drink- 
mg.(7) And there were many other stages and platforms, * 
coustructed of strong timber; and hangings, by hundreds and 
thousands, were displayed; and, upon the tops of the houses, 
chambers (7?) fitted up with delicate jalousies, through which the 
women might behold the sports, appeared like swans flying 
through the air. 

“Ju front stood the pavilion of Kamsa, surpassing all the rest 
in splendour, looking like Mount Meru, in radiance; its sides, its 
columns, being covered with burnished gold; fastened with 
coloured cords, and every way worthy the presence of a king.” F 


* These two substantives are to render mancha. See note T in the 
preceding page. 

+ Harivansa, sl. 4642—4656: 
alfaaz faga fara wqufen i 
ATTA HETCS: witgufeggta: u 
ufsraverferq cu: atag A TA: | 
anarai RT | AAT AAT: i 
rg Sarat eeirene (€ 
wsmafscfa: mefa aZ: u 
wart giegasar yrayfad: 
WHTISQTZ: YYA aad SUUS: ui 
uHzsnperfu: YATATA ATATA | 
HUA FT aTa FT AAT ATAAATAT: N 
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in defiance. Covered with must* and blood from the 
elephant, whom, when goaded upon them by his 


In justification of the rendering of the above, an E 
of the technical terms, taken either from dictionaries or from the 
commentators, Y may be subjoined. (') Karisa went to the Pre- 
kshágira (HRTATDO, literally, ‘house of seeing;? but it is evi- 
dent, from its interior being visible to spectators on the tops of 
the houses,—as subsequently mentioned, —that it was not a 


aaya A WAlAITIUAKT: | 

TT eyTrafsrarfür Xp SaTerTegerrfst pul 
arfa Tatagatia aargayerha M 
yafana: WWuIr Ta | AMT M 
aa qaaa smi q fafa: i 
atai q svrénmi fafsravirexfsre: T 
afuata qq. FATT: | 
sitfsraT sTcganfafdaranfae ta: T 
aataatfa ars WVggrg ITAA: | 
WRUTS JAI: AIMAIATAT: di 
graui. WIRT WATTS MITHAT: | 
SHUT "UIS: rers ti 
AÀ TAA WES: CSIERHSUSUISU | 
TH VACUA WAVISY ATA: Il 
samaa gaaat aT: | 
xui ager afa aga TAR | 
xrgTearefedet ubt ER DELE | 
saafin aafaa faa: T 
Tamme a aaa GPUs faa fear | 
Wat areas AIRRA: 1 


* This word, a popularized form of the Persian mast, c2, is here 
used to translate mada, the ichor which exudes from the temples of a 
rutting elephant. Aast is an adjective, signifying ‘proud’, ‘in rut’. 

+ Nilakaüfha and Arjuna Misra. To the scantlings of scholia, adduced 
in the following pages, that are taken from the former, | have annexed 
his name. The remaining elucidations which Professor Wilson indicates 
to be commentatorial are derived from the latter, 
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driver, they had slain, and armed with his tusks, Ba- 
labhadra and Janárdana eonfidently* entered the arena, 


theatre, or covered edifice. If a building at all, it was merely 
à sort of stockade. One commentator F calls it “a place made 
for seeing the sacrifice”: uggan wad aree | C) Manchá- 
nám avalokakah (WTETSTTET TT HR). The Mancha is commonly 
understood to signify a raised platform, with a floor and a roof, 
ascended by a ladder: see Dictionary. (?) Mancha-váía (QA 8T2). 
Vata is either ‘site’ or ‘inclosure,? and is used, here, without 
much affecting the sense of Mancha. The compound is explained, 
by the eommentators, 2. ‘prepared places’ xfrenganar: ) or ‘the 
sites of the platforms’ (Srersqere).— C) The Sretis Gyaftsrp, as- 
sociations of artificers practising the same art. One of the eom- 
meutaries understands the term to be here used to denote, not 
their station, but their labonrs: “The structure was the work of 
the artificers” (Waa Hatta). (P) Several words ocenr, here, 
of technical import. The passage is: 

aaa ase fafayraay | § 

aztiay EEUE EGINE aftan T 


Valabhi is said, by the commentator, to mean a structure with a 
pent roof, supported by six columns; Kuti, a circular one, having 
seven roofs (something, perhaps, like a Chinese pagoda,) and 
four columns. The Eka-stambha is a chamber, supported by 
one column: qenitfaesraat «aaraquiforza tfe: yates 
adag aura aise: wuuefasrqere: | (6) Sáranirvytiha 


MECLicHECHETGHE 

+ Nilakantha. 

t The ensuing definitions I find in Arjuna Misra only. 

$ Some MSS. begin this line with QUICTATTe. 

|| What is meant, here, as the first sentence is from Nilakantha, who 
therein explains, first, aeqartfar: , and then aAfa:, which he reads 


instead ot Hatfa:. The rest of the Sanskrit, giving a definition of 
“eS 
the latter term, is, perhaps, altered from the same commentator. 
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like two lions amidst (a herd of) deer. Exclamations 
of pity arose from all the spectators, along with ex- 


(afad). * It is difficult to understand the necessity of rafters 
in an inclosure in which the platforms and stages seem to have 
been erected independently of any tloor or wall; but the com- 
mentary + explains Nirvyüha, “strong brackets, projecting from 
ahouse:” arty ZS ATTA qerfadiaztTeartin WI 
(*) Aslishta-suslishta-mancbároharam. The first epithet is ex- 
plained, ‘not contracted? (aagana); i the second, ‘well con- 
structed’ Garaxfaas: and, for the ‘ascending’ (Aroha), 
we have waaay ‘where was a line of steps’ or ‘ladders’. 
There is another reading of the text, however, which may be 
rendered: “Having steps well secured in their ascent above” 
(SqwMaUyag§ HATATA). (9 Seats for kings’ qura- 
arfa). CO) Such is the literal purport of Sanchára-patha- sanknla 
(HATUFAI); implying, possibly, the formation of passages 
by fences on either side. ('°) This is doubtful. The phrase is 
(Ra aatearfa:) Chhannanm tad-vedikábhih. Chhanna means, 
literally, ‘covered,’ and can scarcely be used in the sense of 
‘overspread’ or ‘filled with’ Vedika means an elevated floor or 
terrace, with which a hall or edifice cannot well be ‘covered’, 
and, therefore, requires the sense here given to Chhanna. The 
commentators are silent. (!*) The Manchavatas and die as 
above. The other term is Vithi, ‘a shop,’ ‘a stall, *a terrace,’ 
ʻa road’? (A) Let them be Vapushmantah (qur :). * having 
painted or sculptured figures” (fsrauwurfqurmr). T The other 


* I have altered, here and below, *aniryyha", and the same form in 
Sanskrit. afad is a variant. 

+ Nilakantha’s. 

t Nilakantha’s explanation of — i 

N seqnquatae —the reading of Arjans Misra,—and seatfiag- 
afat are further variants that | find. 

|| See the original, at the foot of p. 26, supra. 

a Nilakaüfba. 
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pressions of astonishment. “This, then,” said the 
people, “is Krishńa. This is Dalabhadra. This is he 


commentary fenders it merely ‘pleasant’ or ‘agreeable’ Cure utram). 
(3) ‘Covered above with cloths’ (ausit recae). The use of 
the awning or Shamiyana is very common in India. (") For the 
wrestlers to rub over their bodies, to absorb the perspiration 
(RTT ERTUWISITSR. (') This is, all, rather questionable. 
The passage is, most usually: 
BWIA CTUTATA FIAT: | 

Vah, or Bali, in one sense, means ‘the edge of a thatch,’ and 
may be put for some sort of temporary structure,—a kind of re- 
tiring or refreshment-room for the boxers and wrestlers. In some 
copies, it is read UEAESERUEIBES UM “beautiful with cloths spread,” 
on which the performers may sit, when disengaged; perhaps, a 
sort of carpet on the ground. (!5) The expression i$, again, Vali 
(Qqaqymaaegetay). Another sense of the word is “offering 
of viands, or of the remains of a sacrifice, to all beings;"* bnt 
that cannot be its purport here: nor is it ever used in the sense 
of viands in general. The verb Kalp or Klip also usually implies 
‘making’. (')Manchavata;+ ‘in the Samája! or ‘assembly’. 
(7) Maharanga (gT), “the great place of the performance." 
Ranga is ‘acting’ or ‘representation’; also, the place or site of 
it. ('°) All the copies consulted, except one, offer au irregularity 
of construction, which, although defended by the commentators, 
is a license scarcely allowable. The epithets of the first verse 
are, all, in the plural number; they then oceur in the singular, 
to agree with the only substantive in the description, Samajavata. 
According to the commentaries, the plural term Maneháh: (STqT:) 
understood is the substantive to the epithets of the first stanza; 
and Samajavata (the singular), to those of the other verses. 
This awkwardness is, however, avoided by the reading of an old 
and VEL he copy, which puts it, all, in the singular;i as: 


* See iem HL, p. 118, and p. 220, note 1. 
t To render “platforms”. My oldest MS. has HANT: | 
i So do the Calentta edition of the Harivansa, my oldest MS., and, 
so far as I know them, MSS. generally. 
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by whom the fierce night-walker Pütaná was slain; * 
by whom the waggon was overturned, and the two 


afanes faat: aaa fea: i 

anarai Wesen: i 
(°°) The expression is Charana; literally, *foot;' explained, by 
the commentator, + Stambha, ‘post’ or ‘pillar’. (?*) The reading 
of most of the copies is Sayanottama (WANWA). which may be 
taken as the sense of Talottama, ‘couches or benches with cush- 
ions? (2%) Manchágáraih (AATAT:), ‘temporary houses? (7?) Or, 
‘fronting to the east? Or: (?*) Nirmuktaih (fari); exc 
plained, by the commentator, $ to mean ‘fine threads’, ‘net-work’, 
or ‘gauze’, through which persons, females especially, may see, 
withont being seen. Haagan: uaravrfar: | 09 With 
ridges and projections ” (aarqaqetT). The commentator || 
explains this: “with flags on the top of them? (suf qq- 
atatfa). (°7) This appears to be intended for an epithet of the 
women; although Ástaraüa is not usually applied to dress: 


aratura: sirfaat arare: IT 
(2 mmaya SISA: adfa: | 


Phala, of course, is ‘fruit’. Avadaiisa is explained, in lexicons, 


9 


“what is eaten to excite thirst: one comment** gives it, “ what 


may be sucked," as tamarinds and the like. Cháugeri is ex- 


b 


plained “fluids for drinking, made with sorrel or acid fruits”; 
that is, sherbets. (°°) SHHIIÍECSU or SHRITÉRSRE is an 
epithet of the Prekshágára, tt or look-out house of the women 


(diari WatyEt:), situated on the tops of their houses, according 


* See Vol IV, p. 276. 

TE 

+ Nilakaütha. 

$ Idem. 

|| Idem. 

€ Parts of two lines. See the original, in p. 29, supra 

* Nilakantha’s. 

tt The original exhibits the plural, as does the translation. which Pro 
fessor Wilson here annotates. 

bp 3 
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Arjuna-trees felled.” This is the boy who trampled 
and danced on the serpent Káliya;t who upheld the 
mountain Govardhana for seven nights; who killed, 
us if in play, the miquitous Arishta,§ Dhenuka,|| and 
Kesin. This, whom we see, is Achyuta.** This is he 
who has been foretold by the wise, skilled in the sense 
of the Puranas, as Gopála, who shall exalt the de- 
pressed Yádava race. This is a portion of the all- 
existing, yy all-generating Vishnu, descended upon earth, 


to the commentators; t} qerae Te ARZUR OW: 
koo o RAIET: ; an arrangement very compatible with the 
form of Indian houses, which have flat roofs, commonly enclosed 
by a trellis-work or jalousie of masonry.$$ It is observable, 
that, in the Vishun Purana, and in the Mahábhárata, on various 
public occasions, the women take their places on the platforms, 
or in the pavilions, without curtains or screens, 


* See Vol. TIVO? 20 and 291. 
4 45d. p. 291. 
Oy ads pp. 315, 316. 
Ibid., pp. 333, 334. 

i| -/bid., pp. 297, 998. 

«| lbid., p. 340. 

** Here the original, according to all my MSS., &c., has the following 
stanza, unrendered by the Translator, as in his Hindu-made version: 

BY UT AIRANI 6 IS: | 
yatta area wfüserrerererereg st: d 

Both the commentators recognize these verses; and Ratnagarbha ex- 
pounds them. 

tt Sarva-bhita. Ratnagarbha explains it by sarvdtman., 

i; The words quoted are Nilakantha's. Arjuna Misra has something 
different. 

$8 Professor Wilson's translation of the two passages quoted in pp. 25, 
26, and pp. 27, 28, supra, and his notes on the same, have suggested 
numerous remarks whieh 1 have withheld; the subject of this episodical 
matter not being one with which the Vishnu-purdia is very intimately 
connected. 


uy. 
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who, will, assuredly, lighten her load." Thus did the 
citizens describe Rama and Kfishha, as soon as they 
appeared; whilst the breast of Devaki glowed with 
maternal affection;* and Vasudeva, forgetting his in- 
firmities, felt himself young (again), on beholding the 
countenances of his sons as a season of rejoicing. The 
women of the palace, and the wives of the citizens, 
wide opened their eyes, and gazed intently upon 
Krishna. “Look, friends,” said they to their com- 
panions; “look at the face of Krishna. His eyes are 
reddened by his conflict with the elephant; and the 
drops of perspiration stand upon his cheeks, outvying 
a full-blown lotos in autumn, studded with glittering 
dew.: Avail yourself, now, of the faculty of vision. 
Observe his breast,— the seat of splendour, marked 
with the mystic sign,$—and his arms, menacing de- 
struction to his foes. Do you not notice Balabhadra, 
dressed in a blue garment,—his countenance as fair as 
the jasmine, as the moon, as the fibres of the lotos- 
stem? See how he gently smiles at the gestures of 
Mushtika and Cháfiüra, as they spring up. Aud now 
behold Hari advance to encounter Chánüra. What! 
Are there no elders, judges of the field? How can 
the delicate form of Hari, — only yet in the dawn of 


staa SAAT: STGATNUTA | 

Here we have an expression of the idea, that, when a woman is deeply 
moved in her maternal feelings, she experiences a secretion of milk. 

+ gg fec aa 

; This sentence is somewhat interpolated, and otherwise freely rendered. 
Avasyaya, as appears from the context, here means, as the commentators 
interpret it, *hoar-frost,' rather than “dew”. 

$ To render 4rívatsa, See Vol. IV., p. 268. 

| Yukta-kárin. 

3* 
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adolescence,—be regarded as a match for the vast and 
adamantine bulk of the great demon?* Two youths, 
of light and elegant persons, are in the arena, to op- 
pose athletic fiends, headed by the cruel Chánüra.T 
This is a great sini in the judges of the games, for 
the umpires to suffer a contest between boys and 
strong men." 

As thus the women of the city conversed (with one 
another), Hari, having tightened his girdle, danced in 
the ring, shaking the ground (on which he trod). Ba- 
labhadra, also, danced, slapping his arms in defiance. 
Where the ground was firm, the invincible Krishna 
contended, foot to foot, with Chánüra. The practised 
demon Mushtika was opposed by Dalabhadra. Mu- 
tually entwining, and pushing, and pulling, and beating 
each other with fists, arms, and elbows, pressing each 
other with their knees, interlacing their arms, kicking 
with their feet, pressing with their whole weight upon 
one another, fought Hari and Cháüüra. Desperate 


! The terms here used are technical, and refer to the estab- 
lished modes of wrestling amongst Hindu athlete.§ 1. Sarmi- 
pata (@faaqta) is described “mutual laying hold of." | 2. Ava- 
dhita (mrq*pa), “letting go of the adversary.” 3, Kslepana 
(AGM) “pulling to and casting back." 4. Mushiti-nipata (afg- 


SSS "5 SS = = =e <= == DÀ 


* gi quafaanitfasceuod Weng | 
+ TAT weferit CF aaa autas i 
TARATIA STRAT AATRNT: Il 
| Vyatikrama, 
$ The following definitions are taken from the two commentaries. 
| OTT MAG: | Sridhara, ‘Mutual onset’, (CRI qu. Ratna- 
garbha, 


BOOM VS CHAP. XX. 37 


was the struggle, though without weapons, and one 
for life and death, to the great gratification of the 


faura), * “striking with fists.” 5. Kila-nipatana (arafaataa), 
“striking with the elbow.” 6. Vajra-nipatana (aqfautas), 
“striking with the fore-arm.” + 7. Janu-nirghata (aTaferara), : 
«pressing or striking with the knees.” S. Báhu-vighattana (@T#- 
fauz*.$ “interlacing the arms.” 9. Padoddhuta (ara Ta). 
“kicking.” || 10. Prastishta 1 (GTHEU. “intertwining of the whole 
body.” In some copies,** another term occurs, Asma-nirghata 
(arafrata), “striking with stones," or “striking blows as 


hard as with stones;” for stones could scarcely be used in a 


* The original has no such term, but afefa:, “with the fists.” 

+ Aratni-dwaya. Aratni never, I believe, signifies “fore-arm”; and 
the definition of the fifth technicality shows that it cannot bear the im- 
port of ‘elbow’, its more ordinary signification, when it does not denom- 
inate a measure, Again, as it does not here mean ‘tist’,;—one of its 
senses,— it seems likely that it must denote the ulnar side of the hand. 
So, indeed, the term is explained by Arjuna Misra, where he comments 


on the Mahabharata, Vana-parvan, sl. 15781. His words are: fas | 
SCTSUDEM | 
* The Sanskrit has safer: simply. See note ++, below. 


$ I find a different reading. See note ++, below. The Translators de- 
finition, which is conjectural, is little likely to be correct. 


| TEITQEWUUTH, | TCU UHATTAAA | Ratnagarbha. 

«| Variant: pras/ishta. 

** The subjoined verse is rejected, without remark, by Ratnagarbha, 
and is absent from my two old copies of the mere text, but occurs, 
thongh uncommented, in Sridhara’s text, and in several of my MSS.: 


C 3 Lig 
mafanafana srgfaufíza: i 
. " H e £z 

Some excellent copies give, instead of aufeauia:. arafa- 
€ 3 
Td: | 

Professor Wilson, when he accepted, in his translation, the seventh 
and eighth teehnicalities, should have accepted asma-nirghata, also, 
which cannot be divorced from the other two, since it stands, in the 
original, between them, 
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spectators." In proportion as the contest continued, 
so Chantiva was gradually losing something of his origi- 
nal vigour, t and the wreath upon his head trembled 
from his fury and distress; whilst the world-compre- 
hending? Kúishńa wrestled with him as if but in sport. 
PEN Chánüra losing, and Krishna gaining, 
strength, Kamsa, furious with rage, commanded the 
music to cease. As soon as the drums and trumpets 
were silenced, a numerous band of heavenly instru- 
ments was heard in the sky;§ and the gods invisibly 
exclaimed: “Victory to Govinda! Kesava, kill the 
demon Cháhüra!" Madhustidana, having, for a long 


fer] 
time, dallied with his adversary, at last lifted him up, 


contest specified as “one without weapons” || (sued » + 
qam. 
' Krishna contended with Chánüra, “who, through distress 
and anger, shook the flowers of his crest: 
GRTHTSTGT UTICA | 
The two last terms are explained: “the flower of the wreath on 


his head:” pilis! qum p 


* wyrerHfautt qund Sarum | 
semrarfafeurrei aaaf ii 


+ WrüTETÍSHSTIUTZIÉ ATARI | 
i Jagan-maya. 
s qewifeg Tay ufatasy AAMA | 
q AMATAAT AT ASATaTAAAT: tl 
|| As to the use of stones in the combat, which is designated as 
asastra, we must suppose,—if the verse quoted above has not been 
foisted into the text,—that the term sasira, embodied in this epithet, is 
employed technically, so as to comprehend those rude and ready missiles, 
«| See note +, above, 
* Ratnagarbha. 
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and whirled him round, with the intention of putting 
an end to him. Having whirled Chantira round a 
hundred times, until Ins breath was expended i the 
air, Krisháa* dashed him on the ground, with such 
violence as to smash Ins body into a hundred frag- 
ments, and strew the earth with a hundred pools of 
gory mire. Whilst this took place, the mighty Bala- 
deva was engaged, in the same manner, with the demon 
bruiser,? Mushtika. Striking him on the head with his 
fists, and on the breast with his knees, he stretched 
him on the ground, and pummelled him there, till he 
was dead. Again, Krishna encountered the royal 
bruiser § Tosalaka, || and felled him to the earth with 
a blow of his left hand. When the other athlete 4 


trajit, 
+ YATITAHT SARA TW: WAT ART | 
XHHISHETTE FATT NAUT Haz di 

+ Malla. 

§ Malla-rája, “prince of mallas”. For malla, see note €, below. 

|| Corrected from '*Tomalaka". Professor Wilson's MS. may have 
shown a broken @. Most copies yield Tosalaka, the reading, apparently, 
accepted by Ratnagarbha, and that of the Bhagavata-purdia, which has, 
jikewise, the short form, Tosala. In very good MSS. of the Hari- 
vaiiéa I find Toshala and Toshalaka. Professor Wilson's Bengal translation 
has Salaka. 

« Malla; which Professor Wilson renders, indifferently, by "athlete", 
“boxer”, and “bruiser”. The last two terms are inadequate, while the 
first is inadequative, as being much too wide for the occasion, *Puncra- 
tiast’, in an accommodated acceptation, may answer to represent malla. 
for the pancratiast fought nude, whereas it appears that his Hindu ana- 
logue contended clothed. 

The fighting of Hari, Chanura, and Baladeva clearly evinces, that the 
malla-yuddha corresponded to the classical aayzoutor or TELM ZLO¥,— 
not, indeed, the regular agonism, so much as the lawless description 
that was practised at Sparta,—the characteristic of which was a com- 
bination of boxing and wrestling. 


40 VISHNU PURANA. 


saw Chantira, Mushtika, and Tosalaka killed, they fled 
(from the field); and Ktishna and Sankarshana danced, 
victorious,” on the arena, dragging along with them, 
by force, the cowherds of their own age. Kamsa, his 
eyes reddening with wrath, called aloud to the sur- 
rounding people: “Drive those two cowboys out of 
the assembly: seize the villain Nanda; and secure him 
with chains of iron: put Vasudeva to death with tor- 
tures intolerable to his years: and lay hands upon 
the cattle, and whatever else belongs to those cowherds 
who are the associates of Kivishna.” 

Upon hearing these orders, the destroyer of Madhu 
laughed at Kamsa, and, pee ns up to the pec 


Nilakantha, commenting on the Mahabharata, e Sl, 15119, 
quotes from some Niti-sastra, as follows: 

araarfuaqieatet wat fa um | 
afa ungue SAE HAK cadum T 
AITUA FEIT AUS FEATSAA | 
HAT UUTAY s urquard TATA SAA | 
ataa ga THU AIT QAASUT I 
qgfd: afaq saagi: MPAA IA | 
aferi anfag ws dacaete: 1 

It appears, from this, that the Hindu pancratium recognized eight 
modes of procedure: tearing out the hair, felling to the ground, kicking 
on the head, punching the belly with the knee, pommelling the cheeks 
with clenched fists, elbowing, slapping, and whirling ronnd. Four of 
these modes of annoyance, counted from the first, are reckoned legitimate 
as against an ordinary Kshattriya; five, as against a reprobate or titular 
Kshattriya; six, as against a Vai$ya; seven, as against a Stidra; and 
all eight, as against an adversary of mixed extraction. 

Our modern fancy have nothing to learn, on the score of humanity, 
from their Aryan predecessors of the ring, any more than from the 
roughs of Sparta, among whom even biting and scratching were not ac- 
counted foul play. 

* Harshita, ‘delighted.’ 

+ Insert ‘the towns’, pur. 
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where he was seated, laid hold of hun by the hair of 
his head, and struck his tiara* to the ground. Then, 
casting him down upon the earth, Govinda threw him- 
self upon him. Crushed by the weight of tffe upholder 
of the universe, the son of Ugrasena (Kamsa), the king, 
gave up the ghost. Kiishnat then dragged the dead 
body, by the hair of the head, into the centre of the 
arena; and a deep furrow was made by the vast and 
heavy carcass of Kainsa, when it was dragged along 
the ground by Krishüa, as if a torrent of water had 
run through it.’ Seeing Kaisa thus treated, his brother 
Sunáman? eame (to his succour): but he was en- 
countered, and easily killed, by Balabhadra. Then 
arose a general cry of grief from the surrounding 


1 Et latus mediam suleus diducit arenam. $ 
The yielding sand being furrowed into a ditch, or a water- 
course, by the dead bodies being dragged over it. 
The text is: 
arcauifangat uf vat aa munt | 
War HAW SES Weg ARTA: 11 | 


* kirita. 

+ Madhusndana, in the original. 

* Corrected from “Snmalin”. This mistake is easily accounted for. 
In Professor Wilson's favourite MS., which is carelessly transcribed, and 
has few of the copyist’s inadvertencies corrected, we read: 


garaam aana «ters faafaa: i 

Professor Wilson's Hindu-made version has Snmali. 

By striking ont the syllables -atfae, the verse is restored to its 
proper form. But the Translator, in due adherence to his copy, should 
have given the name as Sumalináman. 

For Sunaman, see Vol. IV., p. 98. 

§ This looks as if intended for Juvenal., Sat. 1, 157: 

Et latum media suleum diducit arena. 

|| Literally: “ By the trailing body of Kaisa, with its prodigious weight, 

a channel was made, as by the velocity of a great stream." 
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circle, as they beheld the king of Mathurá* (thus) 
slain, (and treated) with (such) contumely, by Krishna. 
Krishna, accompanied by Balabhadra, embraced the 
feet of Vasudeva and of Devakí: but Vasudeva raised 
him up;T and, he and Devaki recalling to recollection 
what he had said to them at his birth, they bowed to 
Janárdana; and the former thus addressed him: “Have 
compassion upon mortals, O god, benefactor, + and lord 
of deities. It is by thy favour to us two, that thou hast 
become the (present) upholder (of the world). That, 
lor the punishment of the rebellious,$ thou hast de- 
scended (upon earth,) in my house, having been pro- 
pitiated (by my prayers) sanctifies our race. Thou 
art the heart|| of all creatures; thou abidest in all crea- 
tures; and all that has been, or will be, emanates from 
thee, O universal spirit.* Thou, Achyuta, who com- 
prehendest all the gods, art eternally worshipped with 
sacrifices: thou art sacrifice itself, and the offerer of 
sacrifices. The affection that inspires my heart, and 
the heart of Devakí, towards thee, as if thou wast our 
child, is, indeed, but error and a great delusion.** 
How shall the tongue of a mortal such as I am call 
the creator of all things, who is without beginning or 


* See Vol. IVP. 333 

+ The original makes both the father aud mother show him this honour: 
SA gq Saat q IG | 

* Varada. 

$ Durv/itta. 

|| Anta, 


T yada naiai yafaa i 
= angai aa aN agate ITAR | 
ZARNA quererfaeue u 
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end, son? Is it consistent that the lord of the world, 
from whom the world proceeds, should be born of me. 
except through illusion?* How should he, in whom 
all fixed and moveable things are contained, be con- 
ceived in the womb, and born of a mortal being? T 
Have compassion, therefore, indeed, O supreme lord, 
and, in thy descended portions, protect the universe. 
Thou art no son of mine. This whole world, from 
Brahma to a tree,? thou art. Wherefore dost thou, 
who art one with the Supreme, beguile us? Blinded 
by delusion, I thought thee my son; and for thee, who 
art beyond all fear, I dreaded the anger of Kathsa; 
and, therefore, did I take thee, in my terror, to Gokula, 
where thou hast grown up. But I no longer claim 
thee as mme own.§ Thou, Vishnu,—the sovereign 
lord of all| whose actions Rudra, the Maruts, the 
Aswins, Indra, and the gods cannot equal, although 
they behold them; thou, who hast come amongst us, 
for the benefit of the world,—art recognized; and de- 
lusion 1s no more." 


* anaa TA Wudsfew we: 
wear gaat faat atai asa: dafquifa ii 
fW RBAFUTAAN AJATTAA AVA | 
; MAQTA ANAA | See Vol. II, p. 202, note |]. 
§ This sentence is not rendered very literally. 


| This phrase is to represent isa. 
«| The original has Satakratu. See Vol. IL, p. 150. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


Krishia encourages his parents; places Ugrasena on the throne; 

becomes the pupil of Sandipani, whose son he recovers from 

ihe sea: he kills the marine demon Panchajana, and makes a 
horn of his shell. 


HAVING permitted to Devakí and Vasudeva (an 
interval of) true knowledge, through the contemplation 
of his actions, Hari again spread the delusions of his 
power™ over (them and) the tribe of Yadu. He said 
to them: *Mother; venerable father; you have, both, 
been long observed, by Sankarshana and myself, with 
sorrow, and in fear of Kamsa. He whose time passes 
uot in respect to his father and mother is a vile being, 
who descends, in vain, from virtuous parents.f The 
lives of those produce good fruit who reverence their 
parents, their spiritual guides, the Brahmans, and the 
gods. Pardon, therefore, father, the impropriety of 
which we may have been culpable, in resenting, without 
your orders, —to which we acknowledge that we are 
subject, — the oppression we suffered from the power 
and violence of Karhsa.”! Thus speaking, they offered 
homage to the elders of the Yadu tribe, in order, and, 
then, in a suitable manner, paid their respects to the 
citizens. The wives of Kamsa, and those of his father, § 


* atai: « Surita | 
+ ggat afa a mrs WITÉÍTGICUSUTH | 
aaway BY UTNYTTER N 
i This sentence is much expanded in translation. 


$ ATAT YTS, "and his— Karisa's —mothers;" i. €, it seems, his 
mother and his mother-in-law. 
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then surrounded the body of the king, lying on the 
ground, and bewailed his fate, in deep affliction. Hari, 
in various ways, expressed his regret (for what had 
chanced), and endeavoured to console them, his own 
eyes being suffused with tears. The foe of Madhu then 
liberated Ugrasena from confinement, and placed him 
on the throne, which the death of his son had left 
vaeant.* The chief of the Yádavas, T being crowned, 
performed the funeral rites of Kamsa, and of the rest. 
of the slain. When the ceremony was over, and Ugra- 
sena had resumed his royal seat, Kaishia: (addressed 
him,) and said: *Sovereign lord, eommand, boldly, 
what else is to be done.$ The curse of Yayáti has 
pronounced our race unworthy of dominion;* but, with 
me for your servant, you may issue your orders to the 
gods. How should kings disobey them?" | 2 
Thus having spoken, the human ti Kesava summoned, 
mentally, the deity of the wind,—who came upon the 
instant, —and said to him: “Go, Vayu, to Indra, and 
desire him** to lay aside his pomp, tT and resign to 


1 The curse pronounced on the elder sons of Yayáti, on their 
refusing to take upon them their father's infirmities. See Vol. IY., 
p. 48. 


* fani fri TATAIA | 
+ Yadu-sinha. 


* Hari, in the original. 


$ vaTaTatag fat aantaafantga: | 
| afa ya faa garerer mug fà q8: i 
‘| ATAATTR: | 
** Vasava, in the original, 
++ ‘Pride’, rather,—garva; namely, says Retnagarbha, at the recol- 
lection of Ktishiia’s having lifted up Mount Govardhana. 
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Ugrasena his (splendid) hall, Sudharman.* Tell him 
that Krishóa commands him to send the royal hall, 
the unrivalled gem of princely courts, for the assem- 
blage of the race of Yadu.”+ Accordingly, Vayu: 
went, and delivered the message to the husband of 
Sachí,$ who| (immediately) gave up to him the hall 
Sudharman; and Váyu conveyed it to the Yádavas, 
the chiefs of whom, thenceforth, possessed this celes- 
tal court, emblazoned with jewels, and defended by 
the arm of Govinda. The two excellent Yadu youths, 
versed in all knowledge, and possessed of all wisdom,** 
then submitted to imstruction, as the disciples of 
teachers. Accordingly, they repaired to Sándípani— 
who, though born in Kásí,tf resided at Avantí,:— to 
study ie, science of) arms, and, becoming his pupils, 
were obedient and attentive to their master; exhibiting 


* Or the name may be read Sudharma. Both forms are authorized. 
+ BUT adifa UsTeHAT AAT AAA | 
WHTGIT wal Wu wefacrfaqa i 
t The cpu" has Pavana. 
$ In the original, Sachipati, an epithetical designation of Indra, See 
Vol. IL, p. 72, note 2. 
|| Here the original calls Indra by his appellation Purandara. 


* argua feat aut d aggya: | 


qs: aitai afe sporis, i 

The ordinary reading, and that accepted by Ratnagarbha, ends the 
second line with -xj3qwIT: | 

** Sarva-jnana-maya. 

++ Adsya, “of the Kasi tribe." See my Benares, &c., p. 9, note 1; 
also, Vol. IV., p. 345, supplement to p. 159, note Tf. But the Trans- 
lator has the support of both the commentators, Kasya is the word 
used in the corresponding passage of the Bhdyavata-purdja, viz, X., 
Prior Section, XLV., 31; but Sridhara offers no explanation of it. 

tt The city so called. The Sanskrit has Avantipura. See Vol. IIL, 
p. 246. I have corrected “Avanti”. 
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an example, to all men, of the observance of instituted 
rules." In the course of sixty-four days,T they had 
gone through the elements of military science, with 
the treatises on the use of arms, and directions for the 
mystic incantations, which secure the aid of super- 
natural weapons.!: Sándípani, astonished at such pro- 
ficiency, and knowing that it exceeded human faculties, 
imagined that the Sun and Moon had become his 
scholars. When they had acquired all that he could 
teach, they said to hun: “Now say what present shall 
be given to you, as the preceptor's fee.” $ The prudent 
Sandipam, perceiving that they were endowed with 
more than mortal powers, requested them to give him 
his dead son, (drowned) in the sea of Prabhasa.’ 


! They read through. the Dhanur-veda, || which treats of mi- 
litary matters; with the Rahasya, ‘the mystical part,’ and the 
Sangraha, ‘collection’ or ‘compendium’, 


said to be, here, the 
Astra-prayoga, ** ‘the employment of weapons.’ 

* Prabhása is a place of pilgrimage in the west of India, on 
the coast of Gujerat, near the temple of Somanátha, and town 
of Puttun Somnath, It is also known by the name of Soma- 
tirtha; Soma, or the Moon, having been here cured of the con- 


* “An example of the observance of instituted rules" is to translate 
áchára. See Vol. IIL, p. 107, note 1. 

t Ahoratra, ‘nycthemera,’ The term, apparently, is chosen with a 
view to imply diligent studentship. 

i These three expansions are to represent the expressions specified iu 
note 1 iu this page. 

$ Guru-dakshina. 

u See wob TES mo Eis 

€ The mantrus and Upanishads, the commentators allege. 

** Sridhara and Ratnagarbha. 
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Taking up their arms, they marched against the Ocean. 
But the all-comprehending Sea said to them: “I have 
not killed the son of Sándípant.* A demon named 
Panchajana,? (who lives) in the form of a conch-shell, 
seized the boy. He is still under my waters.$ On 
hearing this, Kfishia plunged into the sea; and, having 
slain the vile Panchajana, he took the conch-shell, — 
which was formed of his bones, (and bore it as his 
horm),— the sound of which fills the demon-hosts with 
dismay, animates the vigour of the gods, and annihi- 
lates unrighteousness. || The heroes also recovered 
the boy from the pains of death, and restored him, m 
his former person, to his father. Ráma and Janárdana 


sumption brought upon him by the imprecation of Daksha, his 
father-in-law. Mahabharata, Salya Parvan; Vol. HI., p. 249. 


Various MSS. have, instead of TAU: , arga: , WISIUTUA: » 
AAA: , and WAATA: | It is impossible to say what reading the 
Translator accorded the preference to. 

t Daitya. 

+ For his origin, see Vol. IL, p. 69, note |]. 

$ The Sea here addresses Kfishha as asura-sidana, “slayer of demons." 

|| Professor Wilson has here omitted to translate a stanza, of some 
little importance, if only by way of connecting what precedes with what 
follows. It is recognized by both the commentators, and runs thus: 

d WIS SISTHTUSI WAT ag aft i 
qaq qaqa aad WWW d 

We learn, from this, that Hari blew Panchajanya,—the name of his 
newly acquired shell, —and proceeded to the city of Yama; and that Ba- 
ladeva conquered Yama, son of Vivaswat. 

For the origin of Yama, see Vol. HT, p. 20; for the sitnation of 
Yama's city, Vol. IL, p. 239. 
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then returned to Mathurá, whieh was well presided 
over* by Ugrasena, and abounded in a happy popula- 
tion, both of men and women.' 


! The incidents of the two last chapters are related in the 
Bhágavata and Hari Vamsa,—-often iu the words of the text, but 
with many embellishments and additions, especially in the latter. 
The Brahma Vaivarta, on the other hand, makes still shorter 
work of these occurrences than our text. 


* Palita. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


Jarásandha besieges Mathura; is defeated, but repeatedly renews 
the attack. 


PARASARA.—The mighty Karsa had married the 
two daughters of Jarásandha,* one named Asti, the 
other, Prápti.T Jarásandha was king of Magadha,? 
* who, when he heard that 
Ktishna$ had killed his son-in-law, was much incensed, 
and, collecting a large force, marched against Mathura, 
determined to put the Yádavas and Krishna to the 
sword.| Accordingly, he invested the city with three 
and twenty numerous divisions of his forces? Rama 


and a very powerful prmce; 


and Janárdana sallied from the town, with a slender, 
but resolute, force, and fought bravely with the armies 


# See Vol. IV., pp. 150, 151. 

? With twenty-three Akshauhinis, each consisting of 109,950 4 
infantry, 65,610 horse, 21,870 chariots, and as many elephants. ** 
The Hari Vamsa tf enumerates, as the allies, or tributaries, of 
Jarasandha, a number of princes from various parts of India. 
But this is a gratuitous embellishment. 


* See Vol. IV., pp. 150 and 173; also, note in p. 344. 

+ Corrected from “Asti” and “Prapti”. 

t Corrected, here and everywhere, from “Magadha”. See Vol. IV., 
Pp: Lol, nois. 

§ Hari, in the original. 

|| This sentence is rendered with great looseness. 

«| Corrected from ‘ 109,300". 

** So say the commentators on the Amara-kosa, II, VII., IL, 49. 
For a venerable statement of the component parts of an akshauhini, see 
the Mahabharata, Adi-parvan, sl. 992—296. 

tt SL 5013—5022. 
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of Magadha.* The two youthful leaders prudently 
resolved to have recourse to their ancient weapons, 
and, accordingly, the bow of Hari, with two quivers 
filled with exhaustlessT arrows, and the mace? called 
Kaumodaki,§ and the ploughshare|| of Balabhadra, as 
well as the club T Saunanda, descended, at a wish, from 
heaven. Armed with these weapons, they (speedily) 
discomfited the king of Magadha and his hosts, and 
reentered the city, (in triumph). 

Although the wicked (king of Magadha,) Jarásan- 
dha was defeated, yet Krishha knew, that, whilst he 
escaped alive, he was not subdued; and, in fact, he 
soon returned, with a (mighty) force, and was again 
forced, by Rama and Krishüa, to fly. Eighteen times' 
did the haughty prince of Magadha** renew his attack 


' The Bhaágavata tf and Hari Vamsa{ say ‘seventeen times.’ 
The latter indulges in a prolix description of the first encounter, 
nothing of which occurs in the Bhagavata, any more than in our 
text. 


* frman naaa | 
gau wa ae afad afaa fa: i 
Y Akshaya, ‘indestructible. 

? Gada. 

$ A present from Varnńa, according to the Mahabharata, Ádi-parvan, 
śl. 8200. It takes its name from Kumodaka, an epithetieal appellation 
of Krishna. 

|| Hala, which means, ordinarily, ‘plough’ For its synonym, sira, 
syneedochieally used in the same way as in the text, see Vol. IIL, 
p. 332, note «f. 

« Musala; a weapon shaped like a pestle, it should seem. 

** To render WTSTXIT XTSIT | 

tt X., Latter Section, 1, 44. 

tt SL 5126. 
ux 
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upon the Yádavas, headed by Krishna, and was as 
often defeated and put to the rout, by them, with very 
inferior numbers. That the Yádavas were not over- 
powered by their foes was owing to the present might 
of the portion of the discus-armed Vishnu.” It was 
the pastime of the lord of the universe, in his capacity 
of man, to launch various? weapons against his ene- 
mies: (for) what effort of power to annihilate his foes 
could be necessary to him whose fiat creates and de- 
stroys the world? But, as subjecting himself to human 
customs, he formed alliances with the brave, and en- 
gaged in hostilities with the base.$ He had recourse 
to the four devices of policy,—or, negotiation, presents, 
sowing dissension, and chastisement, |—and, sometimes, 
even betook himself to flight. Thus, imitating the con- 
duct of human beings, the lord of the world pursued, 
at will, his sports. 7 


* age amami Afad uim | 
ay dfafuarercd faite aia: ti 
Lila. See Vol. IV., p. 325, note $. 
Aneka-rupa. 
s aata WT agai YARATIR | 
sewer dfi Hays rend N 
Ratnagarbha reads the first verse as follows : 
Aart ÈÌ OW agat ÄTA pde | 
Other variants, of little importance, might be added from my MSS. 
nnaccompanied by commentary. 
|| Sdman, upapradána, bheda, and daida-pata, See, further, the 
Amara-kosa, IL, VIII., IL, 20. 


* aquafeat Sgtfaaraequda: i 
wir AIA wed: Wada li 


tr 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


Birth of Kalayavana: he advances against Mathura. Krishna 

builds Dwaraka, and sends thither the Yadava tribe: he leads 

Kalayavana into the cave of Muchukunda: the latter awakes, 
consumes the Yavana king, and praises Krishna. 


PARÁSARA.-Syála* having called Garga,f the 
Brahman, whilst at the cow-pens, impotent, in an 
assembly of the Yadavas, they all laughed; at which 
he was highly offended, and repaired to the shores$ 
of the western sea,| where he engaged in arduous 
penanee, to obtain a son, who should be a terror to the 
tribe of Yadu.4 Propitiating Mahadeva, and living 
upon iron-sand ** for twelve years, the deity TT (at last) 
was pleased with him, and gave him the (desired) 
boon. The king of the Yavanas, who was childless, 


* On the credit of both the commentators, we here have no proper 
name, but the word for brother-in-law, syala. According to Ratnagar- 
bha, Sigirayana is thus alluded to, and proleptically; for Garga was still 
to marry his sister, Gauri. 

+ Corrected from “Gargya’, with the suffrage of several MSS. Prob- 
ably the Garga is meant who—as we read in the Bhagavata-purana, X., 
Prior Section, Chapter XLV.,— served as instrnetor to Krishna and Ba- 
laráma. See Vol. IV., p. 279. But Gargya seems to be the reading of 
the Harvamsa, sl. 1957—1959. 

Two Gargas, then, are named in the present Chapter. See p. 58, 
infra. 

+ agar wfwt | 

§ There is no word for this in the Sanskrit. 

|| Instead of dakshiidbdhi, the reading of Sridhara, most MSS. have 
dakshinapatha, ‘the south’, the lection preferred by Ratnagarbha. 


« JAER waguswrqen i 
** Ayas-churna; ‘iron-filings’, more likely. 
Tt Hara, in the original. 
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became the friend of Garga;* and the latter begot a 
son, by his wife, who was as (black as) a bee, aud was, 
thence, called Kálayavana.! The Yavana king, having 
placed his son, whose breast was as hard as the point 
of the thunderbolt, upon the throne, retired to the 
woods. Inflated with conceit of his prowess, Kála- 
yavana demanded of Narada who were the most mighty 
heroes on earth. To which the sage answered “The 
Yadavas.” Accordingly, Kálayavana assembled many 
myriads of Mlechchhas and barbarians,?$ and, with a 


' This legend of the origin of Kalayavana is given, also, by 
the Hari Vainsa.? The Bhagavata, like our text, comes, at 
once, to the siege of Mathura by this chief; but the Hari Vanisa 
suspends the story, for more than thirty chapters, to uarrate an 
origin of the Yadavas, and sundry adventures of Krishna and 
Rima to the south-west. Most of these have no other authority, 
and are, no doubt, inventions of the Dakhni compiler; and the 
others are misplaced. 

? So the Bhágavata describes him,§ .as leading a host of 
Mlechehhas (or barbarians) against Krishna; but, in the Mahá- 
bhárata,—Sabhá Parvan, Vol. I., p. 330, —where Krishna describes 
ihe power of Jarasandha, he admits that he and the Yadavas fled 
from Mathura to the west, through fear of that king; but no 
account is given of any siege of Mathura by Kálayavana. The 
only indieation of such a person is the mention, || that Dhagadatta, 


* HOWISUITHTS Ww d GIA Daas: | 
The original, it will be observed, does not here name Garga, which I 
have corrected from **Gàrgya". 


+ TWAT gessi 
i Chapter CXV. 
S It calls him Yavana the Asura. 
l| Sl. 578, 579: 
ae a aca Fa wif BM parra: à 
USAT TAT WAST TAA FAT i 
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vast armament of elephants, cavalry, and foot. advan- 
ced, impatiently, against Mathurá and the Yádavas; 


the Yavana king, who rules over Muru* and Naraka, in the west 
and south, is one of his most attached feudatories. This king is, 
in various other places, called king of Prágjyotisha; as he is in 
a subsequent passage of the same book,—Sabha Parvan, p. 37437 
and this name is always applied to the the west of Assam,; His 
subjects are, however, still Yavanas and Mlechchhas; and he 
presents horses, caps set with jewels, and swords with ivory hilts, 
—uarticles seareely to be found in Assam, which cannot well be 
the seat of his sovereignty. Ft seems most likely, therefore, that 
the story may have originated in some knowledge of the power 
and position of the Greek-Bactrian princes, or their Scythian 
successors ; although, in the latter compilations, it has been mixed 
up with allusions to the first Mohammedan aggressions. Sec 
Asiatic AL nui Vol VI, p- 506, and Vol; XV., p- 100. 


— HETXTSD QUY fug: wat 
a TA TIRA HAUT F fana: li 

Here, Bhagadatta— with the epithet aparyanta-bala, ‘of boundless 
might,—is said to be paramount over Muru and Naraka, in like manner 
as Varuna rules the west. The direction of Bhagadatta’s kingdom is 
not assigned. 

M. Fauche's translation of this passage, while correcting Professor Wil- 
son's view of its meaning, as to some points, turns an epithet into a 
king, and gives him what belongs to Bhagadatta: 

*De lui reléve encore le roi Aparyantabala, souverain des Yavanas, 
qui régne sur le Mourou et le Naraka, comme Varouna sur la plage 
occidentale; 

“Et Bhagadatta, le vieil ami de ton père, Bhagadatta, qui se courbe 
plus que toute autre, puissant roi, devani sa parole et son geste." 

For the position of Varuna’s city, see Vol. IL, p. 239. 

* It has more than once been conjectured that we should read Maru, 
in this place. But Muru and Naraka, I take it, are, here, not names of 
countries,—as is generally supposed,—but two demons, so called, at last 
slain by Krishna, See Chapter XXIX. of this Book. 7 

+ SL. 1836. 

t J. e, to the ancient Kámarüpa; for which see Vol. IL, p. 132, and 
p. 133, note I. 
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wearying, every day, the animal that carried him, but 
insensible of fatigue, himself. 

When Krishna knew of his approach, he reflected, 
that, if the Yádavas encountered the Yavana, they 
would be so much weakened by the conflict, that they 
would then be overcome by the king of Magadha; * 
that their foree was much redueed by the war with 
Magadha,+ whilst that of Kálayavana was unbroken; 
and that the enemy might be, therefore, vietorious.: 
Thus, the Yádavas were exposed to a double danger. $ 
He resolved, therefore, to construct a citadel, for the 
Yadu tribe, that should not be easily taken,—one that 
even women might defend, and in which, therefore, 
the heroes of the house of Vrishni|| should be secure; 
one in which the male combatants of the Yádavas 
should dread no peril, though he, himself, should be 
drunk, or eareless, asleep, or abroad. Thus reflecting, 
Krishńa{ solicited a space of twelve furlongs from the 
ocean; and there he built the city of Dwáraká,' de- 
cenis ES high aen ts,** and dessus with gardens 


1 T to the on he T enlarged and fortified 


the ancient city of Kusasthali, founded by Raivata. Sabha 
Parvan. H See, also, Vol. doc H 253, of this work. 


+ tef faaarara Wess qa WS | 
aaia Tt rei HIRED afafa | 
+ Literally, “by the king of the Magadhas," ATU | 
i A free translation; and so is much of what follows. 
$ There is no Sanskrit for this sentence. It is taken from the com- 
mentaries. 
|| Vrishüi-pungava. For Vrishni, see Vol. IV., p. 58. 
«| The original has Govinda. ** Maha-vapra. 
++ Sl. 614. M. Fauche, in his translation, converts Raivata into a 
mountain. 
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and reservoirs of water, crowded with houses and 
buildings," aud splendid as the capital of Indra, 
Amarávatí.T Thither Janárdana conducted the inhab- 
itants of Mathura, and then. awaited, at that city, the 
approach of Kálayavana.: 

When the hostile army encamped round Mathura, 
Krishna, $ unarmed, went forth, and beheld the Yavana 
king. Kálayavana, the strong-armed, recognizing Vá- 
sudeva, pursued him,—him whom the thoughts of per- 
fect ascetics | cannot overtake. Thus pursued, Krishńa 
entered a large cavern, where Muchukunda, the king 
of men, was asleep. The rash Yavana, entering (the 
cave), and beholding a man lying asleep there, con- 
eluded it must be Krishüa, and kicked him; -at which 
Muchukunda awoke, and, casting on him an angry 
glance, the Yavana was instantly consumed, and re- 
duced to ashes.** For, in a battle between the gods 
and demons, Muchukunda had, formerly, contributed 
to the defeat of the latter; and, being overcome with 
sleep, he solicited of the gods, as a boon, that he should 
enjoy along repose. “Sleep long, and soundly,” fT said 
the gods; “and whoever disturbs you shall be instantly 
burnt to ashes by fire emanating from your body.”* 


1 The name of Muchukunda, as one of the sons of Mandhatri, i; 


* Prákára; ‘strong buildings’, Ratnagarbha says. 
t See Vol. IL, p. 240, text and notes. 
{wae waqaq ayti Tas WT | 
§ The Sanskrit has Govinda. || Mahá-yogin. «| Sudurmati. 
* Zearag GSUTHT SUITS Baas AAT à 
depre AA uias INTA i 
Tf These words are interpolated by the Translator, 
31 Corrected from * Mandhatri”. 


58 VISHNU PURANA. 


Having burnt up the iniquitous Yavana, and behold- 
ing the foe of Madhu, Muchukunda asked him who he 
was. “I am born," he replied, “in the Lunar race, in 
the tribe of Yadu, and am the son of Vasudeva." 
Muchukunda, recollecting the prophecy of old Garga, 
fell down before the lord of all, Hari, saying:” Thou 
art known, supreme lord, to be a portion of Vishnu ;* 
for it was said, of old, by Garga, T that, at the end of 
the twenty-eighth Dwápara age, Hari would be born 
in the family of Yadu. Thou art he, without doubt, — 
the benefactor of mankind; for thy glory I am unable 
to endure. Thy words are of deeper tone than the 
muttering of the rain-eloud; and earth sinks down 
beneath the pressure of thy feet. As, in the battle be- 
tween the gods and demons, the Asuras were unable 
to sustain my lustre, so even am I incapable of bearing 
thy radianee.: Thou alone art the refuge of every 


oeeurs in Vol. HI., p. 268; but no further notice is taken of him. 
The Bhágavata$ speeifies his being the son of that king, aud 
relates the same story of his long sleep as the text. The same 
oeeurs in the Hari Varsa. || The general character of the legends 
in this chapter is that of referenee to something familiar, rather 
than its narration. In the Hari Vamsa the opposite extreme is 
observable; and there the legends are as prolix as here they are 
concise. The Bhagavata follows a middle course; but it seems 
unlikely, that, in either of the three, we have the original fables. 


* WHTE WTA nafatin RAT: | 
Instead of faarity:, some MSS. have faw: qi: l 
+ Probably, the Garga mentioned in Vol. UL, p. 213. 

+ Rang? WETSU aaa WETWZI:| 

a rp AAA AA D WETRIER | 
$ X., Latter Section, II. 
|| Chapter CX V. 
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living being who has lighted on the world. Do thou, 
who art the alleviator of all distress, show favour upon 
me, and remove from me all that is evil.” Thou art 
the oceans, the mountains, the rivers, the forests; thon 
art earth, sky, air, water, and fire: thou art mind, in- 
telligence, the unevolved principle, the vital airs, the 
lord of life; the soul;: all that is beyond the soul; the 
all-pervading; exempt from the vicissitudes of birth: 
devoid of (sensible properties) sound and the hke; 
undecaying, illimitable, imperishable, subject neither 
to increase nor diminution:§ thou art that which is 
Brahma,—without beginning or end. From thee the 
immortals, the progenitors, the Yakshas, Gandharvas, | 
and Kimnaras, the Siddhas, the nymphs of heaven," 
men, animals, ** birds, reptiles, tt deer,?t and all the 
vegetable world, proceed; and all that has been, or will 
be, or is now, moveable or fixed. All that 1s amor- 
phous, or has form; all that is gross, subtile, moveable, 
or stable,$§ thou art, O creator of the world; and beside 
thee there is not anything. O lord, I have been whirl- 


dul wuurfdgdi gx AATTAA | 

T slvyakrita, 

+ Puns. 

§ Nasa. 

|| Corrected from **Gandharbhas ". 

«| Apsaras. 

* Pasu, which often means ‘sacrificial animals’. Compare the title 
Pasnpati; also, the terms pasubandha and niridhapasubandha, Vol. TIL, 
p. 40, note $, and p. 113, note f. 

++ Sarisfipa; rather “reptiles” than “insects”, as it is rendered in 
Valk Ikeo pe 92: 

++ “Wild beasts’, rather; niga. 

$$ Ratnagarbha has, instead of qui "x fux. quit qui: and 
this reading gets rids of two tautologies; for “moveable or fixed" occurs 
just before. 
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ed round, in the circle of worldly existence, for ever ; 
and have sutlered the three classes of affliction;* and 
there is no rest? whatever. I have mistaken pains for 
pleasures, like sultry vapours: for a pool of water; 
and their enjoyment has yielded me nothing but sor- 
row.§ The earth, dominion, forces, treasures, friends, 
children, wife, dependants, all the objects of sense, ** 
have I possessed, imagining them to be sources of 
happiness; but I found, that, in their changeable na- 
ture, TT O lord, they were nothing but vexation. The 
gods themselves, though (high) in heaven, were in 
need of my alliance. Where, then, is everlasting repose? 
Who, without adoring thee,—who art the origin of all 
worlds,—shall attain, O supreme deity, that rest which 
endures for ever? Beguiled by thy delusions, and 


* These are alluded to in the opening stanza of the Sankhya-kariká : 


Sqaafaarasaqwqatl qquuraa Sat | 
ge STUTSIT FARA ATS HATATA ll 

“Because of the disquietude which results from threefold pain, there 
arises a desire to know the means of doing away therewith effectually. 
If it be objected, that, visible means to this end being available, such de- 
sire is unprofitable, I demur; for that ¿kese means do not, entirely and 
for ever, operate exemption from disquietude,” 

The three sorts of pain, the adhydtmika, adhibhautika, and ddhidaivika, 
are, in the words of Colebrooke, “evil proceeding from self," “from ex- 
ternal beings," and “from divine causes”. See his Miscellaneous Essays, 
Vol. L, p. 238. 

T Nirvriti. 

+ Mriga-t/ishiid, the mirage. 

$ aut ara qetatfa ata arate aaa | 
|| Rashtra. 

«| Insert ‘adherents’, paksha. 


* greg Tar fous | 
tt afcuta, ‘in the end,’ ‘at last,’ ‘after all.’ 
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ignorant of thy nature,” men, after suffering the various 
penalties of birth, death, and infirmity, behold the 
countenance of the king of ghosts, T and suffer, in hell, 
dreadful tortures,—the reward of their own deeds. 
Addieted to sensual objects, through thy delusions I 
revolve in the whirpool of selfishness and pride; and, 
hence, I come to thee, as my final refuge, who art the 
lord deserving of all homage, than whom there is no 
other asylum;? my mind affheted with repentance for 
my trust in the world, and desiring the fulness of fe- 
licity, emancipation from all existence." $ 


MiCISECCIECESEN 


+ Preta-rdja, an epithet of Yama. 
: yutau wat a fafa | 
s fad ufcarerarfer afaa: | 


This means: “longing for emancipation, —of uncreated glory." So says 
Ratnagarbha, who also allows the epithet of ‘emancipation’ to signify 
“resort of perfect yogins”. Sridhara gives the second interpretation only. 

The ‘emancipation’ of the Hindus is not release “from all existence", 
but from consciousness of pleasure and pain, The distinction is, at all 


events, good, as a piece of idealism. 


“ 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


Muchukunda goes to perform penance. Krishna takes the army 
and treasures of Kálayavana, and repairs, with them, to Dwaraka. 
Balarama visits Vraja: inquiries of its inhabitants after Krishna. 


THUS praised by the wise Muchukunda, the sove- 
reign of all things, the eternal lord, Hari, said to him: 
“Go to whatever celestial regions you wish, lord of 
men, possessed of might irresistible, honoured* by ny 
favour. When you have fully enjoyed all heavenly 
pleasures, you shall be born in a distinguished family, 
retaining the recollection of your former births; and 
you shall, finally, obtain emancipation.” + Having 
heard this promise, and prostrated himself before 
Achyuta, the lord of the world, Muchukunda went 
forth from the cave, and, beholding men of diminutive 
stature, now first knew that the Kali age had arrived. 
The king, therefore, departed to Gandhamadana,? the 
shrine § of Naranáráyana,| to perform penance. 

Krishna, having, by this stratagem, destroyed his 


* Upabrimhita. 
+ Yat agaaa Wu | 
afaq aaaeradl WrsesTougrfa i 

i Probably, the mountain spoken of in Vol. IL, p. 115. 

$ Sthána. A shrine of Naranarayana is referred to in Chapter XXXVII. 
of this Book. n 

|| A name of Krishna, for which see the Mahábhárata, Santi-parvan, 
śl. 12658; also, the Bhagavata-purana, V., XIX., 9. 

“In various parts of the Mahabharata, Kíishńa and Arjuna are singn- 
larly represented as having formerly existed in the persons of two 
Rishis, Náráyańa and Nara, who always lived and acted together.” 
Uriginal Sauskrit Texts, Part IV., p. 192. 

The Devarshis Nara and Narayana are mentioned in Vol. L, p. 111, 
note 1, and in Vol. IIL, p. 68, note 1. Also see Vol. IV., p. 246, note 1. 
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enemy, returned to Mathura, and took captive his 
army, rich in horses, elephants, and cars, which he 
conducted to Dwáraká,* and delivered to Ugrasena; 
and the Yadu race was relieved from all fear of inva- 
sion. T Baladeva, when hostilities had entirely ceased, 
being desirous of seeing his kinsmen, went to Nanda’s 
cow-pens,? and there again conversed with the herds- 
men and their females, with affection and respect. 
Dy some, the elders, he was embraced; others, the 
juniors, he embraced; and with those of his own age, 
male or female, he talked and laughed. § The cowherds 
made many kind speeches to Haláyudha;| but some 
of the Gopis spoke to him with the affectation of 
anger, T or with feelings of jealousy, as they inquired 
after the loves of Krishha with the women of Mathurá. 
“Is all well with the fickle and inconstant Krishna?" 
said they. “Does the volatile swain, the friend of an 
instant, amuse the women of the city by laughing at 
our rustie efforts (to please him)? Does he ever think 
of us, singing in chorus to his songs? Will he not 
come here once again, to see his mother? But why 
talk of these things? It is a different tale to tell, for 
him without us, and for us without him. Father, 


* The original has Dwaravati, of which “Dwaraka” is a synonym. 
+ Parabhibhava. 


+ 


; Nanda-gokula, 
$ Wurf dufam: aifsa NEAR | 
[HE TH Wa BATT EET 

The Translator's specifications of “elders”, &c., are taken from the 
commentators. 

|, “Ploughshare-weaponed,” literally; a name of Baladeva or Balabha- 
dra. Wide supra, p. 51, text and nole ||. 

« Prena-küpita. Compare the terms in Vol. IV., p. 323, notes $ and +». 
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mother, brother, husband, kin,—what have we not 
abandoned for his sake? But he is a monument of 
ingratitude.* Yet tell us, does not Krishna talk of 
coming here? Falsehood is never, O Krishna, to be 
uttered by thee. Verily, this is Dámodara, T. this is 
Govinda, who has given up his heart to the damsels 
of the eity,—who has, no longer, any regard for us, 
but looks upon us with disdain.”} So saying, the 
Gopís, whose minds were fixed on Ktishna, $ addressed 
Ráma, in his place, calling him Dámodara and Go- 
vinda, || and laughed, and were merry;{ and Ráma 
consoled them by communicating to them agreeable, 
modest, affectionate, and gentle messages from Krishna. 
With the cowherds he talked mirthfully, as he had 
been wont to do, and rambled, along with them, over 
the lands of Vraja.' 


! This visit of Balarima to Vraja is placed, by the Hari 


Vansa, anterior to the fall of Mathura; by the Bhágavata, loug 
subsequent to the establishment of the Yadus at Dwaraka. 


"Aaa JAT: | 
t See Vol. IV., p 281. 
+ gA aR: YATATA: | 
"dantfaverg eeu: nfaurfa a: u 
*Of this Dámodara, or Govinda, whose heart is attached to the 
women of the city, the love has departed, as towards us; and, therefore, 
he is hard to be seen. And yet he delights us." 

Ratnagarbha has gted; i. e., he puts ‘Damodara’ in the voca- 
tive. By reading, also, ANAHITA: ,—in which, likewise, he is peculiar, — 
he gives the sentence a very different meaning; but his explanation of 
this expression by Wawtfa: can scarcely be accepted. 

§ Hari, in the original. 

| The Sanskrit has Krishna. 


* aafaa: a acta yaga T | 
agy: gat MA EUT gau: i 


CHAPTER XXV. 


Balarama finds wine in the hollow of a tree; becomes inebriated ; 
commands the Yamuna to come to him, and, on her refusal, 
drags her ont of her course: Lakshmi gives him ornaments and 
a dress: he returns to Dwaraka, and marries Revati. 

WHILST the mighty * Sesha, T the upholder of the 
elobe, was thus engaged in wandering amidst the for- 
ests, with the herdsmen, in the disguise of a mortal, 
—having rendered great services to earth, and still 
considering what more was to be achieved,— Varuna, t 
in order to provide for his recreation, said to (his wife,) 
Varunf§ (the goddess of wine): “Thou, Madirá, | art 
ever acceptable to the powerful Ananta. Go, there- 
fore, auspicious and kind goddess,™ and promote his 
enjoyments.” Obeying these commands, Varuni went 
and established herself in the hollow of a Kadamba- 
tree, in the woods of Vřindávana. Baladeva, roaming 
about, (came there, and,) smelling the pleasant fra- 
grance of liquor,ff resumed his ancient passion for 
strong drink. The holder of the ploughshare, t observ- 


' The great serpent, of whom Balarama is an incarnation. 


* Mahatman. 


+ See Vol. IL, pp. 74, 85, and 211, note 1. 

4 See Vol. H., p. 85. 

$ See Vol. I. p. 146, note 1; and Vol. IL, p. 212. 

|| Different, of course, from the Madirá named in Vol. IV., p. 109. 
4 The same as Sesha. See Vol. IL, p. 211. 


TE az qA | Ratnagarbha reads, instead of az, Fat | 

++ Madira, 

$; Langalin, in the original; the same, in effect, as Halayudha. Wide 
supra, p. 63, note |). 


Mio 5 


oe 
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ing the vinous drops distilling from the Kadamba-tree, 
was much delighted, (and gathered) and quaffed them,’ 
along with the herdsmen and the Gopís; whilst those 
who were skilful with voice and lute celebrated him 
in their songs.* Being inebriated (with the wine), and 
the drops of perspiration standing like pearls upon his 
limbs, he called out, not knowing what he said:” + 
Come hither, Yamuna river. I want to bathe.” The 
river, disregarding the words of a drunken man, came 
not (at his bidding). On which, Rama,? in a rage, 


! There is no vinous exudation from the Kadamba-tree (Nau- 
clea Kadamba) ; but its flowers are said to yield a spirit, by distil- 
lation; —whence Kadambari§ is one of the synonyms of wine, 
or spirituous liquor. The grammarians, however, also derive the 
word from some legend; stating it to be so called, because it 
was produced from the hollow of a Kadamba-tree on the Go- 
manta || mountain: WAM aANT The Hari 
Vamsa, € which alone makes the Gomanta mountain the scene 
of an exploit of Krishna and Rama, makes no mention of this 
origin of wine; and the Bhagavata** merely says, that Varuni 
took up her abode in the hollow of a tree.fTf There must be 
some other authority, therefore, for this story. 


* sutaqaray afad ataarafaqred: i 

This verse, it is observable, has an excessive syllable at the end of 
its first half. 

+ Vihwala. 

t The Sanskrit has Lángalin. See the preceding page, note $$. 

$ Personified, Kadambari is said to be daughter of Chitraratha and 
Madira. For Chitraratha, see Vol. IL, p. 86, note 1. 

|| Corrected, here and below,—and in the Sanskrit,—from “Gomantha”. 
For the mountain in question, see Vol. IL, p. 141, note 2, ad finem. The 
Harivaisa places it near the Sahya mountains. 

«| Chapter XCVII. 

** X. Latter Section, XVL, 19. 

++ Compare the Harivaméa, Chapter XCVIII, 
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took up his ploughshare,* which he plunged into her 
bank, and dragged her to him, calling out:+ “Will you 
not come, you jade?: Will you not come? Now go 
where you please, (if you can)." Thus saying, he com- 
pelled the dark river to quit its ordinary course, and 
follow him whithersoever he wandered through the 
wood.§ Assuming a mortal figure, || the Yamuna, with 
distracted looks, approached Balabhadra,{ and en- 
treated him™ to pardon her, and let her go. But he 
replied: *I will drag you with my ploughshare, in a 
thousand directions, since you contemn my prowess 
and strength.” ++ At last, however, appeased by her 
reiterated prayers, he let her go, after she had watered 
all the country.':} When he had bathed, the goddess 


' The Bhágavata and Hari Vamsa§§ repeat this story; the 
latter, very imperfectly. The former adds, that the Yamuna is 


* Hala. Vide supra, p. 51, note ||. 
+ wétwT at we Wa was wafsiu | 
t Papa. 
$ WT WET WEST d* Wr dase fT | 
FATS SHEETS AT SGISUIHTS TQ di 


Sridhara, like one of my MSS. unaccompanied by commentary, has, not 
WLT, but Bayt, the reading followed by the Translator. 


I| wf i 


«| Rama, in the original. 
"* The Sanskrit here exhibits Musaláyudha, *Bludgeon-armed ", a name 
of Baladeva. Vide supra, p. 51, note q. 


t Asadga re wp ate i 
WIE ai werde faafaa ava 1 

H CC ED HE RICH D E watfea: | 
yatta atfaa afurgarg agai aa: N 


$8 Chapter CIII. 
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of beauty, * Lakshmi, came, and gave him a beautiful 
lotos to place in one ear, and an ear-ring for the other; 
a fresh necklace of lotos-flowers, sent by Varuna; and 
garments of a dark blue colour, as costly as the wealth 
of the ocean: and, thus decorated with a lotos in one 
sar, a ring in the other,$ dressed in blue garments, 
and wearing a garland, Balaráma appeared united with 
loveliness. Thus decorated, Rama sported two months 
iu Vraja, and then returned to Dwáraká, where he 
married Revati, the daughter of King Raivata,| by 
whom he had (two sons,) Nisatha* and Ulmuka.' 


still to be seen following the course along which she was dragged 
by Balarama. The legend. probably, alludes to the construction 
of canals from the Jumna, for the purposes of irrigation; and the 
works of the Mohammedans in this way—which are well known, 
—were, no doubt, preceded by similar canals, dug by order of 
Hindu princes. 

1 See Vol. 1V., p. 109. 


== M ——————————————————— 


* The Sanskrit has only Kanti for “the goddess of beauty." It is a 
name of Lakshmi, who is mentioned, in the original, several stanzas 
further on. 

* * LE] 
t Wades WR TÉlcra wp FWA | 
Professor Wilson has rendered the explanation of the commentators. 
* This expression is to render samudrdrha. 
; HAMAS: a AST VRS AAPA: i 
|| See Vol. IIL, pp. 249—254. 
« Corrected from ‘“ Nishatha”. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


Krishna carries off Rukmini: the princes who come to rescue 
her repulsed by Balarama. Rukmin overthrown, but, spared by 
Krishńa, founds Bhojakata. Pradyumna born of Rukmini. 


BHÍSHMAKA* was king of Vidarbha, + residing at 
Kundina.'; He had a son named Rukmin, and a 
beautiful daughter termed Rukmini. Krishna fell in 
love with the latter,$ and solicited lier in marriage: 
but her brother, who hated Krishüa,| would not assent 
to the espousals. At the suggestion of Jarásandha, 
and with the concurrence of his son, the powerful 
(sovereign) Bhishmaka affianced Rukmini to Sisu- 
pála.7 In order to (celebrate) the nuptials, Jarásandha 
and other princes, the friends of Sisupdla,** assembled 


' Vidarbha is the country of Berar; and the name remains in 
the present city of Beder. The capital, however, Kundinapura, 
is, commonly, identified with a place called Kundapoor, about 
forty miles north-east of Amaravati (in Berar). 


* The elongated form of Bhishma, as this king is called in the Ma- 
habharata, 
+ Literally, “in the country of the Vidarbhas”: fazafana l 


i See Vol. IL, p. 158, note 3. 
§ And she, we are told, with him: 


afm Waa wou: ay d araga | 

Charuhasini is an epithet, not a second name, of Rukmini. For Cha- 
ruhasini, another of Krishna's numerous wives, see Vol. IV., p. 112; also, 
infra, p. 81, note $, and p. 83, note $. 

|| Called Chakrin, in the Sanskrit. 

*| The beginning of this Chapter is translated in Original Sanskrit 
Texts, Part IV., p. 179, note 161. 

** See Vol, IV., pp. 104 and 106. 
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in the capital of Vidarbha; * and Krishna, attended by 
Balabhadra and many other Yádavas, also went to 
Kundina, f to witness the wedding. When there, Hari 
contrived, on the eve of the nuptials, to carry off the 
princess;' leaving Rama and his kinsmen to sustain 
the weight of his enemies.? Paundraka, $ the illustrious 
Dantavakra, | Vidüratha,*  Sisu pála,Jarásandha, Sálwa,** 
and other kings, indignant (at the insult) exerted 
themselves to kill Krishia, but were repelled by Ba- 
laráma and the Yádavas.ff Rukmin, vowing that he 
would never enter Kundina again, until he had slain 
Kesava in fight, pursued and overtook him.:: (In the 
combat that ensued), Krishüa destroyed, with his 
discus, $$ as if in sport, the host (of Rukmin),—with all 


* When she had gone forth from the city to worship Ambika: 
Bhágavata. Indráüi, the wife of Indra: Hari Vaméa.|||| Our text 
tells the eireumstanee more concisely than the others. 


‘aaa gr sq: 
t Corrected, throughout this Chapter, from “Kundina”. 
: faaqaiqarasy XTIHISUIW UIN | 

$ See Chapter XXXIV. of this Book. 

|| See Vol. IV., p. 103. 

aj Vide ibid., p. 158. 

i Exchanged for “Salya” , which I nowhere find, and which is, prob- 
ably, corrupted from Sálya, a reading peculiar to Professor Wilson's 
favourite MS. Sálwa was king of the Sanbhas, according to the Hari- 
vamsa, sl. 6143. 

tt qmi: | 

: wed mumWÍWu: | 

$$ The “discus”, chakra, is not here mentioned; bnt Krishna is de- 
signated as Chakrin. The original of the passage where the discus was 
supposed fo be spoken of is as follows: 

fafaa: afaa tears a ahaa 
I find no reading bnt this. 
III] SZ 6612. 
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its horse, and elephants, and foot, and chariots,—and 
overthrew him, and hurled him on the ground, and 
would have put him to death, but was withheld by the 
entreaties of Rukmini.* “He is my only brother," 
she exclaimed, *and must not be slain by thee. Re- 
strain your wrath, O divine lord; and give me my 
brother, in charity." Thus addressed by her, Krishna, 
whom no acts affect; spared Rukmin;* and he (in 
pursuance of his vow,) founded the city Bhojakata,?: 
and (ever afterwards) dwelt therein. $ After the de- 
feat of Rukmin, Kfishha| married Rukmiüí, in due 
form; having, first, made her his own by the Rákshasa 
ritual.5** She bore him the gallant Pradyumna, a 


! After depriving him of his eyebrows and hair. In the Bhá- 
gavata, Balaráma also interferes in favour of Rukmin, and re- 
proves Krishna for disfiguring him. 

? Of course, this was somewhere in the neighbourhood of 
Kundina, or Vidarbha, and is, usually, supposed to be situated 
on the Narmada. 

3 That is, by violence. Thus Manu: “The seizure of a 
maiden, by force, from her house, while she weeps, and calls for 


* gal nanfa: watt afar gages | 
were ara ATAPI ATI ST: 1 

+ Aklishta-karman. See Vol. IV., p. 282, note +. 

+ See Vol. IL, p. 158, note 3. 

$ Ratnagarbha, with whom agree severa] of my MSS. unaccompanied 
by commentary, omits a passage of three stanzas, beginning with the 
verses cited in note «, above, and ending at the point indicated. Quite 
possibly, too, this passage has been unwarrantably introduced into the 
text as recognized by Sridhara. He does not gloss any part of it. 

|| Madhusudana, in the original. 

«| She was one of Kfishüa's chief wives. See Vol. IV., p. 112. 

** See Vol. IiI., p. 105. 


^ 
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portion of the deity of love." The demon Sambarat 
carried him off: but he slew the demon.: 


assistance, after her kinsmen and friends have been slain in 
battle, or wounded, and their houses broken open, is the mar- 
riage styled Rékshasa.” § IIT., 33. According to the Bhága- 
vata, Rukmini sends to invite Krishna to carry her off, and in- 
strncts him how to proceed. 


* “The deity of love" is to render Madana, a name of Kama or Ananga. 
+ See Vol. IL, p. 70. 


i WRIT WaT WW Tl Aaa p WATA | 
§ This is from the translation of Sir William Jones. 
| tet feat a fat a att Keay TETA | 
We werexu (TAAT fefe ii 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


Pradyuinua stolen by Sambara ; thrown into the sea. and swal- 

lowed by a fish; found by Mayadevi: he kills Sambara, marries 

Mayadevi, and returns. with her. to Dwáraká. Joy of Rukmini 
and Krishna. 


MAITREYA. — How. Muni, happened it that the 
hero Pradyumna was carried away by Sambara? And 
in what manner was the mighty Sambara killed by 
Pradyumna? 

PardSara.—When Pr adyamna was but six days old. 
he was stolen. from the lying-in chamber, by Sambara, 
terrible as death:* for liic demon foreknew that 
Pradyumna, if he lived, would be his destroyer. F 
Taking away the boy, Sambara east him into the 
ocean, swarming with monsters,:— into a whirlpool of 
roaring waves, the haunt of the huge creatures of the 
deep.$ A large fish swallowed the child; but he died 
not, and was born anew, from its belly:! | for that fish, 


! The Bhagavata tells the story in the same manner; but the 
Hari Vaméa omits the part of the fish. 


* Here, as below, the original has kalasambara, i. e., according to 
Ratnagarbha, “black Sambara”, or “Sambara, equal to death.” Sridhara 
gives only the latter interpretation. 

+ 48 H3: aaa q ngA fase | 
aay gafa Hu gars: i 
i Grahogra. 
$ aaaf FNC HATTAR | 
afai aa Saat ID SUITE ATARA, | 
~ ce 
a Aart FT aaa Hata 4 wu ti 
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with others, was caught by the fishermen, and de- 
livered, by them, to the great Asura Sambara. His 
wife Mayadevi, the mistress of his household, superin- 
tended the operations of the cooks, and saw, when the 
fish was cut open, a beautiful child, looking like a 
new shoot of the blighted tree of love. Whilst won- 
dering who this should be, and how he could have got 
into the belly of the fish, Narada came, to satisfy her 
curiosity, and said to the graceful dame: “This is the 
son of him by whom the whole world is created and 
destroyed, “—the son of Vishüu, who was stolen, by 
Sambara, from the lying-in ehamber, and tossed (by 
him,) into the sea, where he was swallowed by the 
fish. He is now in thy power. Do thou, beautiful 
woman, tenderly f rear this jewel of mankind.” Thus 
counselled by Narada, Máyádeví took charge of the 
boy, and carefully reared him, from childhood, being 
fascinated by the beauty of his person. Her affection 
became still more impassioned, when he was decorated 
with the bloom of adolescence. The gracefully-moving: 
Mayavati,§ then, fixing her heart and eyes upon the 
high-minded Pradyumna, gave him, whom she re- 
garded as herself, all her magic (and illusive) powers. || 


So reads Sridhara. Ratnagarbha ends the second verse with ISTI- 
aaetfan: ; ; several MSS. unaccompanied by commentary, with IFTA- 
adfa: i 

* AQAA: afaaetcarfca: i + faaan i 

i Gajd-gamini; literally, “having the gait of an elephant." 

§ Another name of Mayadevi. Some MSS. yield, here and elsewhere, 
Mayarati, 

| ATaTaa SIT VTA ATA: AIT ABTA | 
We WUWTPIGTU duree «wu Il 
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Observing these marks of passionate affection, the 
son of Krishńa* said to the lotos-eyed (Mayadevi): 
“Why do you indulge in feelings so unbecoming the 
character of a mother?” To which she rephed: “Thou 
art not a son of mine; thou art the son of Vishnu, 
whom Kala Sambara} carried away, and threw into 
the sea. Thou wast swallowed by a fish, but wast 
rescued, by me, from its belly.: Thy fond mother, O 
beloved, is still weeping for thee.” When the vahant§ 
Pradyumna heard this, he was filled with wrath, and 
defied Sambara to battle. In the conflict that ensued, 
the son of Mádhava || slew the whole host of Sambara. 
Seven times he foiled the delusions of the enchanter, 
and, making himself master of the eighth, turned it 
against Sambara," and killed him. By the same fac- 
ulty he ascended into the air,** and proceeded to his 
father's house, where he alighted, along with Maya- 
vatí, in the inner apartments. When the women be- 
held Pradyumna, they thought it was Krishna himself. 
Rukmini, her eyes dimmed with tears, spoke tenderly 
to him, and said: “Happy is she who has a son like 
this, in the bloom of youth. Such would be the age 


This is the reading of Ratnagarbha. Sridhara begins the second verse 
with the words WYATAT ATT ATT I 

* Karshni, in the original. 

t See note » in p. 73, supra. 

t faa: BAS ARTS AMAT SIXTI | 

§ Maha-bala. 

|| Madhavi, in the Sanskrit. 

«| Here the original again has kala-sambara. 

** In the original there is only the word BAY, to denote this pro- 
cedure. Neither of the commentators remarks on the passage. See 
Vol. III., p. 311, note ||. 
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of my son Pradyumna, if he was alive. Who is the 
fortunate mother adorned by thee? And yet, from 
thy appearance, and from the affection I feel tor thee, 
thou art, assuredly, the son of Hari.” 

At this moment, Krishna, accompanied by Narada, 
arrived; and the latter said to the delighted Rukmini:* 
“This is thine own son, who has come hither, after 
killing Sambara, by whom, when an infant, he was 
stolen from the lying-in chamber. This is the virtuous 
Mayavati, his wife, and not the wife of Sambara. Hear 
the reason. When Manmatha (the deity of love,) had 
perished,’ the goddess of beauty, + desirous to secure 
his revival, assumed a delusive form, and, by her 
charms, fascinated the demon Sambara, and exhibited 
herself to him in various suse P dilige This 


' When he was reduced to ashes by a fiery "- from 
Siva, in resentment of his inflaming him with passion for Uma. 
This legend is a favourite with the Saiva Puráüas, and is told 
in the Linga and Kalika; also, in the Padma Purana, and Kasi 
Khanda of the Skanda Purdna. They do not say much about 
his resuscitation, however; Siva, in pity of Rati’s grief, restoring 
him only to a bodiless existence, as Ananga, whose place is to 
be in the hearts of men. The Linga adds, that, when Vishnu, 
in consequence of the curse of Bhrigu, shall be born as the son 
of Vasudeva, Kama shall be born as one of his sons. 


= a E 


* ed: acs aa d NE EU | 
I find no variants of this passage. 
t This expression is to render ruépini, “the beautiful one,"—an epithet, 
here, of Rati. 
i Sridhara has MATa YTATAG | Ratnagarbha, while mentioning this 


lection, prefers farog anay; and some MSS. of the mere text ex- 
hibit faatetqutre | The Translator seems to have taken the first 
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thy son is the descended Kama; and this is (the god- 
dess) Rati, his wife.' There is no occasion for any 
uncertainty: this is thy daughter-in-law.” Then Ruk- 
mini was glad, and Kegava, also. The whole city 
resounded with exclamations of joy;* and all the 
people of Dwáraká-d were surprised at Rukmiii’s re- 
covering a son who had so long been lost.? 


' The daughter of Daksha. but not enumerated amongst those 
formerly specitied (Vol. L, p. 109). She was born from his per- 
spiration, according to the Kalika Purana. 


of these readings; in which, apparently, he thought he saw qTqyaqye, 
in the sense of something ‘airy’ or ‘unreal’. The whole expression 
signifies “sexual congress and other enjoyments ". 


tCWSTCE 4 aaa at ary WIÍSISDHTU | 
+ The original has Dwaravati. 
t The rendering of this Chapter deviates rather more widely than usual 
from literality. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


Wives of Krishna. Pradyumna has Aniruddha: nuptials of the 
latter. Balarama, beat at dice, becomes incensed, and slays 
Rukmin and others. 


RUKMINI bare to Křishńa these other sons: Chá- 
rudeshna, Sudeshnia, Charudeha,* Sushena, Cháru- 
gupta, Bhadracháru, Cháruvinda, T Sucháru, and the 
very mighty Cháru;: also, one daughter, Chárumatí. 
Krishia had seven other beautiful E Ká- 


: Wotan, in one MS., follows Chárudeha. It would be difficult to 
prove that it is not a proper name. 

+ Instead of Susheńa and Cháruvinda, the Bhagavata-purana has Vi- 
charn and Charuchandra, 

i A single copy has Chandra. 

Several other sons of Rukmińi, elsewhere recognized as such, are here 
unnoticed, See Vol. IV., p. 112, note «*. 

§ The original is as follows: 


BAY AAT: AMY IT: TA WAT: | 

It is signified, by this verse, that seven beautiful wives are about to 
be named; but it is not expressly said that the specification is restricted 
to seven wives, or to beautiful ones only. The commentators, however, 
endeavour to reduce the catalogue to a septenary. Sridhara’s identification, 
in order to this reduction, is spoken of, by the Translator, in his note 
in p. 81, infra, but is not accepted by him. Further particulars Sri- 
dhara does not enter into; and the Translator, who does not even al- 
lude to Ratnagarbha’s roll of the ladies, assumes that we are to find, 
here, precisely the same seven—and no more,—that are enumerated 
at the beginning of Chapter XXXII. of this Book. But, as will appear 
from my annotations that follow, it is more or less possible that several 
wives are designated over and above the heptad with which the com- 
mentators content themselves. My Ajmere MS, ends the verse quoted 
above with agea aser: ; ; thus premising ‘very beautiful’ wives, 
—not simply "beautiful", —and omitting all definition of their number. 

Ratnagarbha asserts that the seven are: Mitravindá, Satya, Jambavati, 
Rohini, Susila, Satyabhámá, and Lakshmaná; and the words connected 
with these names are, he pronounces, epithets, Unlike Srídhara, he 
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lindi,* Mitravindá, f the virtuoust Nágnajtí,S the 
parenja ámbavatí; 1 Rohini,** of beautiful form; +f the 


takes Jambavati to be a different person from Rohini; and he considers 
Kálindi to be a synonym of Mitravinda. 

In Vol. IV., p. 112, we read that Krishna's principal wives “were 
Rukmini, Satyabhama, Jambavati, Chárnhásini, and four others," If we 
knew who these four others were, it could be ascertained how far tho 
principal wives tallied with the beautiful ones, and whether the group 
under discussion contains additions to those two categories. 

* For her origin, see Vol. IV., p. 286, note *. Her offspring, as 
named in the Bhagavata-purana, were Sruta, Kavi, Viisha, Vira, Su- 
bahu, Bhadra, Santi, Darga, Pürüamása, and Somaka. 

+ Corrected from « Mitravfindá ", which I find nowhere but in a care- 
lessly executed copy of Sridhara’s text and commentary, to which Pro- 
fessor Wilson was very partial, and which he too often used without 
controlling it. 

Mitravinda’s children, the Bhdgavata-purdria, alleges, were ten: Vrika, 
Harsha, Anila, Gridhra, Vardhana, Annáda, Mahasa, Pavana, Vahni, and 
Kshudhi. 


1 The original is @@QT atzafaat AYT} According to Sridhara, 
in his commentary on the Bhagavata-purana, the lady here intended is 
Satya, patronymically called Nágnajiti. For the Translator's “the vir- 
tuous Nagnajiti”, we should, therefore, read ‘Satya, daughter of Nagnajit.' 
M. Langlois makes the same mistake, in his translation of the Hari- 
vainga, Vol. 1., p. 500. See further, note $ in the preceding page, and 
note i; in p. 82, infra. 

§ Mother, the Bhagavata- “purana alleges, of Vira, Chandra, A$wasena, 
Chitragu, Vegavat, Vrisha, Áma, Sanku, Vasu, and Kunti. 

ji gt aaant ~atfq | It is barely possible that we should read 
‘Devi,’ not “the queen". Compare the Harivatisa, sl. 9119. 

For Jambavati, see Vol. IV., p. 79. 

«| The Bhágavata-purdra represents her as mother of Samba, Sumitra, 
Purujit, Satajit, Sahasrajit, Vijaya, Chitraketu, Vasumat, Dravida, and 
Kratu. 

** An elder Rohini was one of Kfishna's numerous step-mothers. See 
Vol. IV., pp. 109 and 260. 

Ktishüa's wife Rohini had, on the authority of the Bhagavata-puraua, 
the following sons: Váma, Áyus, Satyaka, Diptimat, Tamratapta, and 
others unnamed. 


Tf erem fuut |. Possibly, this is à proper name, Kamartpini; but, 
probably, it is an epithet. See the Harivamsa, sl. 6701. 
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amiable and excellent daughter of the king of Madra,* 


* Madrardja. Leaving out of question the interpretation “king of 
Madra", our choice lies, according to circumstances, between “king of 
the Madras" and “King Madra.” In the purest Sanskrit, only the former 
of these two significations is admissible. here are many cases, in later 
literature, similar to Madraraja, thns considered; such as Adsiraja, Vatsa- 
rdja, Bhojardja, Bhojapati, &c. &e, Instances in which there is not the 
option spoken of above, but in which, at variance with classical canons, sub- 
stantival members of a compound stand in apposition, are Varadaraja, 
Bhojadeva, Kdmadeva, Madhavadeva, Nandisa, Venkatesa, Bhaillesa, Ka- 
pilesvara, Rameswara, Gorakshaudtha, Seshandga, Aghásura, &e, &c. 

Madri’s father might, as has been said, be J/adraraja iu the sense of 
“King Madra”; only no such ruler has been discovered among Kfrishüa's 
contemporaries. Conclusively, Lakshmana—as the lady who bears the 
patronym of Madri is distinctively called, —is said, in the Bhagavata- 
purdüa, to have been daughter of Madradhipati, which it would be very 
unsafe to translate otherwise than by “king of the Madras", 

In Sanskrit, names of countries and kingdoms are denoted, very fre- 
quently, by compounds ending with a word for country or kingdom,— 
desa, vishaya, rajya, rashtra, Examples of such names standing inde- 
pendently are rare, and seem to be confined to feminines. Most generally, 
a plnral is employed; and this plural imports a people. Thus, where we 
should be disposed to say “he lives in Malava”, an ancient Hindn would 
have said “he lives in the country of the Málavas", qafa "T2, 
or, in accordance with the somewhat more prevalent idiom, “he lives 
among the Málavas", qufa TS. 

The preponderant usage here referred to may, perhaps, be accounted 
for in this wise. The earliest Hindus were grouped in tribes, not in 
nations; and these tribes were distinguished by lineage, not by place of 
abode. The titles which they bore were eponymous; and it should seem 
that they were long in acquiring fixed habitations. Hence, it may be 
surmised,—and not for the reason that led Louis Philippe to style him- 
self “king of the French",--it is that we read of, for instance, “the 
king of the Panchálas"; somewhat as, from a sense of vagueness, the 
Yavanas, Hunas, Chinas, Turnshkas, and Sakas were never localized, 
further than by the indeterminate forms )avana-desa, “country of the 
Yavanas," and the like. In later times, as history informs us, king- 
doms of more or less definite bounds were established, and lasted for 
long periods. But the old idiom had become so firmly rooted as, in 
spite of the altered state of things, to hold its ground; and the option 
of mentioning a region or state (by its simple name), instead of its 
people, was seldom accepted. The sole exceptions seem to be afforded 
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(Madri);* Satyabhámá, f the daughter of Sattrájita;: 
and Lakshmana, of lovely smiles.'$ Besides these, 


' The number specified, however, both in this place and in 
Chapter XXXII., is nine, instead of eight. The commentator || 
endeavours to explain the difference, by identifying Rohini with 
Jámbavati But, in the notices of Krishna’s posterity, both iu 


by the names of cities which were, of themselves, kingdoms; and most 
Hindu cities bore appellations of the feminine gender. The Kurukshetra, 
Mashüára, Sachiguna, and Avachatnuka of the Aitareya-brahmaia Y take 
to be cities with masculine names,—like Kanyakubja, &c.,—not countries, 

If this view be not fallacious, we can, therefore, only plead convenience, 
when we speak of Abhira, Ánarta, Chedi, Kerala, Kosala, Kuru, Madra, 
Magadha, Malava, Surasena, &c. &c., after the manner of the latest and 
most corrupt Sanskrit, and of the living vernaculars of India. Similarly, 
we find, in Latin, only Sabinorum ager or Sabinus ager, and in Sabinis 
versari, in Sabinos proficisci; but, in the present day, we have la Sabina. 
The Greeks, it is true, devised the name «fir; and, in the same way, 
they invented the names Abiria, Cirrhadia, Gandaritis, etc., though the 
ancient Hindus recognized no countries denominated Abhira, Kirata, 
Gandhara, &c. 

* ] have parenthesized this name, as being added by the Translator. 
The original has WAT MAAWAT | The latter word is, palpably, 
an epithet of the former, and suggested thereby. The Harivainsa, sl. 6700, 
places this point beyond all doubt. We must read, therefore, “Susila,” 
aud eliminate “amiable and excellent", Vide supra, p. 78, note §. 
Susila appears, in p. 107, infra, under her patronym Mádri. 

To Madri the Bhagavata-puraáa assigus progeny bearing the names 
of Praghosha, Gatravat, Simha, Bala, Prabala, Ürdhwaga, Mahasakti, Saha, 
Oja, aud Parajita. 

f According to the Bhagavata-purdia, she had ten children: Bhanu, 
Subhánu, Swarbhánu, Prabhanu, Bhanumat, Chandrabhanu, Brihadbhannu, 
Atibhánu, Sribhánu, and Pratibhánu. 

$ Corrected from “Satrujit”. The original has Sattrajiti, patronymic 
of Sattrajita, for whom and his daughter Satyabhama, see Vol.1V., pp.79, 80. 


$ qragtfait | Here we have, possibly, another name of Lakshmana, 
rather than an epithet. For Charuhasini, see Vol. IV., p. 112, note ||. 
Also see note § in p. 83, infra. My Ajmere MS. gives fira ier ; and 
Priyadarsana, too, is a lady's name, as in my Vdsavadattd, p. 236. 

|| Sridhara is intended. Vide supra, p. 78, note $. 
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he* had sixteen thousand other wives.’ + 


this work and in the Bhagavata, she is distinct from Jambavatt. 
She seems, however, to be an addition to the more usually speci- 
fied eight, of whose several marriages the Bhagavata gives the 
best account. In addition to the three first,— respecting whom 
particulars are found in all,—Kalindi, or the Yamuna,i is the 
daughter of the Sun, whom Krishna meets on one of his visits 
to Indraprastha, § and who claims him as the reward of her 
peuance. His next wife, Mitravinda, ijs the daughter of his ma- 
ternal aunt, Rájádhidevi (Vol. IV., pp. 101 and 103), and sister 
of Vinda and Anuvinda, kings of Avanti:|| she chooses him at 
her Swayanvara. The Hari Vamsa{ calls her Sudatta,** daughter 
of Sibi; and she is, subsequently, termed Saibyá by our text. T3 
Nágnajiti, or Satyá,ii the next wife, was the daughter of Nagna- 
jit, king of Kausala, $$ and was the prize of Krishna's overcoming 
seven fierce bulls, whom no other hero had encountered with 
success. Bhadra,| princess of Kekaya, "If —also Krishüa's cousin, 
the daughter of Srutakirtti (Vol. IV., pp. 101 and 103), — was 
his next; and his eighth wife was Madri, *** the daughter of the 


* Chakrin, in the original. 

+ In all, Krishna’s wives amounted to sixteen thousand and one hun- 
dred, as we read in Vol. IV., p. 112. Bunt vide infra, p. 105, note $$. 

; see Vol. IM., p. 20. 

$ A city on the Jumna, near the present Delhi. It belonged to the 
Pándavas. || See Vol. IV., supplementary note on p. 103. 
«i Si. 9179 and 9187. In sl. 6703 of the same work, this or another 
daughter of Sibi seems to be called Tanwi. 

** Corrected from “Sandatta”. See note || in the page following. 

Tt In p. 107, infra. 

*t Transformed, in the text, into “the virtuous”. See note j in p. 79, 
supra. 

$8 The Bhagavata-purana describes Nagnajit as Kausalya, which Sridhara 
interprets by Ayodhyd-pati, “King of Ayodhya”; and this city was the 
capital of Kosala. 

||| Her children, we read in the Bhagavata-purdna, were Sangrámajit, 
Brihatsena, Stra, Praharana, Arijit, Jaya, and Subhadra. 
q€ See Vol. IV., p. 103, text and note §. The Bhágavata-purdiia simply 
gives Bhadra the epithet Kaikeyl. *** See note * in the last page. 
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The heroic Pradyumna was chosen, for her lord, at 
her public choice of a husband, by the daughter of 
Rukmin;* and he had, by her, the powerful and gal- 
lant prince Aniruddha, who was fierce in fight, 3 an 
ocean of prowess, and the tamer of his foes. Kesava 
demanded, in marriage, for him, the granddaughter of 


king of Madra,}— named, according to the Bhagavata, Laksh- 
mand, § and, to the Hari Vamsa, Subhimá;|| distinguishing, as 
does our text, clearly, Lakshmana from Madri, and, like it, 
having no satisfactory equivalent for Bhadra. The Hari Varhsa 
does not name Rohini, but specifies other names, as Brihati, T &c. 
In the life of Krishna—taken from the Bhágavata, through a Per- 
sian translation,—published by Maurice, there is a curious instance 
of the barbarous distortion of Sanskrit names by the joint la- 
bours of the English and Persian translators. The wives of 
Krishna are written: Rokemenee (Rukmini), Setubhavani (Satya- 
bhama), Jamoometee (Jambavati), Kalenderee (Kalindi), Lech- 
meena (Lakshmaná), Soeta (Satya), Bhedravatee (Bhadra), Mi- 
habenda (Mitravinda). 

1 These, according to the Mahabharata, Adi Parvan, were 
Apsarasas, or nymphs. In the Dana Dharma, they become 
Krishna’s wives through a boon given him by Uma. 


* Kakudmati was her name. See Vol. IV., p. 112, text and note +}. 
The Bhdgavata-purana calls her Rukmavati, also. For Rukmin, vid, 
supra, p. 67. 

+ TU Gs 

i Vide supra, p. 80, note +. 

§ Corrected from ‘“‘Lakshana”. Vide supra, p. 80, note ». In the 
Harivaméa, él. 6702 and 9179, Lakshmana takes the place of Madri, and 
is followed, according to the Calcutta and Bombay editions, by STA- 
Bifastt, for which see Vol. IV., p. 112, note ||. Is it a third synonym? 
Vide supra, p. 81, note §. 

|| Corrected from “Saubhima”. See the Harivamsa, sl. 9180. 

Professor Wilson's *Saudattà" and “Saubhima” were taken, I suspect, 
from the ‘“Sondatta” and “Soubhima” of M. Langlois; his ow, a trans- 
lettering of 3, u, being supposed to represent at, au, 

4 Daughter of Sibi. Harivamsa, sl. 9192. 
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Rukmin; and, although the latter was inimical to 
Kfishüa,* he betrothed the maident (who was his 
son’s daughter,) to the son of his own daughter (her 
cousin Aniruddha). Upon the occasion of the nuptials, 
Rama and other Yádavas attended Krishna! to Bhoja- 
kata, the city of Rukmin. After the wedding§ had 
been solemnized, several of the kings, headed by him 
of Kalinga, said to Rukmin: “This wielder of the 
ploughshare* is ignorant of the dice, which may be 
converted into his misfortune. Why may we not con- 
tend with him, and beat him. in play?”** The potent 
Rukmin replied to them, and said “So let it be." And 
he engaged Dalaráma Tt at a game of dice, in the 
palace. Balarama} soon lost to Rukmin a thousand 
Nishkas.* He then staked and lost another thousand, 


' The Nishka is a weight of gold, but, according to different 
authorities, of very different amount. The conmentator§§ here 
terms it a weight of four Suvarnas, each about 175 grains Troy. | 


* Sauri, in the original. 

t Snbhadra. See Vol. IV., p. 112. 

i The Sanskrit has Hari. 

$ Of Pradyumni,—according to the original, —that is to say, Aniruddha. 


| HAF UIAVAGET: , “the king of Kalinga, and others.” 


«| Ilalin, ¿ e, Balarama. Vide supra, p. 63, note |'. and p. 65, nate 11. 


“MTA TH ZI AWTS Bat WE | 
a aar sub BAIA ARTY 11 
€. 

Ratnagarbha has sqwpfépgr: instead of WAQT: | 
Tf Rama, in the original. 
it The Sanskrit has Bala. 
$$ Sridhara. Ratnagarbha is silent. 
| In reckoning money hy tale, the ushko, according to the first chapter 
of the Lilavati, is equivalent to sixteen drammas. See Colebrooke’s Al- 
gebra, &c., p. 1. 
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and then pledged ten thousand, which Rukmin, who 
was well skilled in gambling, also won. At this, the 
king of Kalinga laughed aloud;* and the weak and 
exulting Rukmin grinned, and said:$ Baladeva is 
losing; for he knows nothing of the game; although, 
blinded by a vain passion for play, he thinks he under- 
stands the dice.”; Halayudha, galled by the broad 
laughter of the Kalinga prince, § and the contemptuous 
speech of Rukmin, was (exceedingly) angry, and, over- 
come with passion, increased his stake to ten millions 
of Nishkas. Rukmin accepted the challenge, and, 
therefore, threw the dice. Baladeva won, and cried 
aloud “The stake is mine.” But Rukmin called out, 
as loudly, that he was the winner. “Tell no lies, 
Bala," said he. “The stake is yours; that is true: but 
I did not agree to it. Although this be won by you, 
yet still I am the winner.""i A deep voice was then 
heard in the sky, —inflaming still more the anger of 
the high-spirited Baladeva,—saying: “Bala has rightly 
won the whole sum, and Rukmin speaks falsely. 
Although he did not accept the pledge in words, he 
did so by his acts,** (having east the dice)." Bala- 


* Swanavat. 
CES EE E CH CHT ATE ARET: | 
MEDECIEIEELILTE E AAs EE CC | 
So read most MSS., and Sridhara. Ratnagarbha has: 
LEHRER MARRS INITA | 


$ EET AAFC WATTS UATAAA | 
T ECL IEEE ww: “Have done with lies, Bala.” 
q vd «ur fafai war a fafai sum | 


** The expression in the original looks proverbial: 


agafa aa: fafai vata AT | 
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rama,” thus excited, his eyes red with rage, started 
up, and struck Rukmin with the board on which the 
game was played,t and killed him.’ Taking hold of 
the trembling king of Kalinga, he knocked ont the 
teeth which he had shown when he laughed.: Laying 
hold of a golden column, he dragged it from its place, 
and used it as a weapon to kill those princes who had 
taken part with his adversaries.§ Upon which, the 
whole circle, crying out with terror, took to flight, and 
escaped from the wrath of Baladeva.| When Krishna4 
heard that Rukmin had been killed by his brother, he 
made no remark, being afraid of Rukminí (on the one 
hand,) and of Bala (on the other); but, taking with 
him the (newly) wedded Aniruddha, and the Yadava 
tribe, he** returned to Dwaraka. 


! The Bhagavata and Hari Vamsa—which, both, tell this story,— 
agree in the death of Rukmin; but, in the Mahabharata, he ap- 
pears, in the war, on the side of the Pandavas. The occurrence 
is a not very favourable picture of courtly manners; but scenes 
of violence have never been infrequent at the courts of Rajpoot 
princes. 


* The Sanskrit has Bala. 
Y Ashtapada, 
i See the original words quoted in note § in the preceding page. 
§ WAY YT Aaa TAAG Fa: | 
Wat Boat ATA yy: gf sem a 
|| edt wreTard ws were fas i 
agate wd qug fud eu 
«| Madhusudana, in the original. 


** Kesava, according to the reading accepted by Sridhara. ‘The other, 
Ratnagarbha's lection, represents Bala as leading off Kesava and the rest. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


Indra comes to Dwaraka, and reports to Krishna the tyranny of 

Naraka. Krishna goes to his city, and puts him to death. 

Earth gives the ear-rings of Aditi to Krishna, and praises him. 

He liberates the princesses made captive by Naraka, sends them 
to Dwaraka, and goes to Swarga, with Satyabhama. 


SAKRA,* the lord of the three worlds, came 
mounted on his fierce t (elephant,) Airávata, to (visit) 
Sauri (Ktishia,) at Dwáraká.: Having entered the 
city, and been welcomed by Hari, he related (to the 
hero) the deeds of the demon $ Naraka. “By thee, 
Madhustidana, lord of the gods," said Indra, “in a 
mortal condition, all sufferings have been soothed. 
Arishta, Dhenuka, Chantra, Mushtika," Kesin, who 
sought to injure helpless man,** have, all, been slain 
by thee. Kamsa, Kuvalayápída, the child-destroying 
Pütaná, have been killed by thee; and so have other 
oppressors of the world. By thy valour and wisdom 


Hari were, both, sons of Aditi. See Vol. I., p. 151; and Vol. III., p. 18, 
text and notes 1 and t. 

+ Matta. 

i Dwaravati, in the original. 

$ Daitya. See the next note. 

| The less famous Naraka was son of Viprachitti, son of Kasyapa and 
Danu, and, hence, was a Dánava, according to our Purana. See Vol. Il., 
pp. 70—72. The Naraka of the text was not a Danava; nor ean he be 
called a Daitya, except by a very loose use of the term. As appears 
from note 1 in the next page, his father was Vishnu; and our text ex- 
presses that his mother was Bhumi. 

«| Ratnagarbha's text does not mention the two pancratiasts Chánura 
and Mushfika. 

** Tapaswi-jana, 
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the three worlds have been preserved;* and the gods, 
obtaining their share of the sacrifices offered by the 
devout, enjoy satisfaction. But now hear the oceasion 
on which I have come to thee, and which thou art 
able to remedy. t The son of the earth,' : called Na- 
raka, who rules over the city of Prágjyotisha,?$ in- 
flicts a great injury upon all creatures. Carrying off 
the maidens of gods, saints, | 


demons, and kings, he 
shuts them up in his own palace. He has taken away 
the umbrella of Varuna,** impermeable to water, the 
jewel-mountain crest of Mandara,t} and the celestial 
nectar-dropping ear-rings of my mothers} Aditi; $$ and 


’ By Vishnu, as the Varaha Avatara;)| but found and adopted 
by Janaka. Kalika Purana. 

? In the centre of the country of Kámarüpa, TT inhabited by 
Kiratas; the site of the shrines of Devi, as Dikkaravasini and 
Kámákhyá.*** Kalika Purana. 


ger réwsug fauftara sume | 
red wrenrarerdt afafa aata i 
Tea andar adafa u 
* Bhauma. 
$ The original does not make him ruler over that city, but simply 
says that it was the scene of his cruelties. 
For Prágjyotisha, vide supra, p. 55, note i. 
|| Siddha. 
«| Mandira. 
Called Prachetas, in the Sanskrit. 
Tt See Vol. Il, p. 115. 
i; See note « in the preceding page. 
$8 Corrected, here and everywhere below, from « Aditi”. 
\| || See Vol. 1., p. 61, note 2, ad finem. 
qq Vide supra, p. 54, note 2. 
** [n Assam, according to Professor Wilson, in his collected Works, 
Vol. IIL, p. 77. Also seo Vol. L, Preface, p. XC. of the present work, 
where correct “Kamakshya”. l 
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he now demands my elephant, Airávata." I have, 
thus, explained to you, Govinda, the tyranny of the 
Asura. You can best determine how it is to be pre- 
vented.” + 

Having heard this account, the divine Hari? (gently) 
smiled, did. rising from his throne, $ took Indra! by 
the hand. Then, wisbitig for the eate of the serpents, 
Garuda immediately appeared; upon whom his master, 
having first seated Satyabhámá upon his baek, as- 
cended, and flew to Prágjyotisha. Indra‘ mounted 
his elephant, and, in the sight of the inhabitants of 
Dwáraká, went to the abode of the gods. 

The environs of Prágjyotisha were defended by 
nooses, constructed by the demon Muru;** the edges of 
which were as sharp as razors;Tt but Hari, throwing 
his discus Sudarsanaz (amongst them), cut them to 
pieces. Then Muru started up: but Kesava slew hun, 


` agafa fea wary: mum GER | 
ETC ASF feat asQaAAd AA d 
So reads Sridhara. Ratnagarbha has, for the first verse: 
agaaa fasi afufafaagus i 
Some MSS., further, deviate from Sridhara’s reading only by ATT a, 
instead of AAT: ; from which it appears that the ear-rings were called 
Divya. 
+ aga nafaa qaqu ufaqwaA | 
* “Son of Devaki,” after the Sanskrit. 
§ Varasana. 
| In the original, Vasava. 
~ Sakra, in the Sanskrit. 
Vide supra, p. 54, notes 2 and |, and p. 55, note *. 
H Wisi PGT ATA Aaa rer qaaa 
afaa ATA: urit: JUANTA I 


$t We have before had mention of it. See Vol. IL, p. 52. 


e 


LJ 
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and burnt his* seven thousand sons, like moths,+ 
with the flame of the edge of his discus. Having slain 
Muru, Hayagriva,t and Panchajana,§ the wise Hari 
rapidly reached the city of Prágjyotisha. There a 
(fierce) conflict took place with the troops of Naraka, 
in which Govinda destroyed thousands of demons: 
and, when Naraka came into the field, showering upon 
the deity all sorts of weapons, the wielder of the discus 
and annihilator of the demon-tribe cut him in two with 
his celestial missile. Naraka being slain, Earth,** 
bearing the two ear-rings of Aditi, approached the lord 
of the world, ff and said: “When, O lord, I was upheld 
by thee in the form of a boar, thy contact then en- 
gendered this my son. He whom thou gavest me has 
now been killed by thee. Take (therefore,) these two 
ear-rings, and cherish his Me e Thou, lord, whose 
aspect is (ever) gracious, ?} hast come to this sphere, 

in a portion of thyself, to lighten my burthen. Thou 
art the eter nal 85 creator, Eu i| and destroyer 


gus or ae quw. in the original. The variant of some 

copies, LESSE substitutes Mura for Muru. These persons— whose names 
are often confounded in MSS. —were, both, slain by Krishna. The latter 
is said, by Sridhara, to have been a Rákshasa. 

T Sabha. 

$ Vide supra, p. 2, note ¥. 

$ Vide supra, p. 48. 

|, Samupadravat, “assaulted.” 

* yaaa qari siTe d aTh eft | 
fura aa faut IA Vat FATTAT |I 

* Bhumi. 

TY Jagannatha. 

i Natya 

$8 Avyaya. See Vol. I., p. 17, note «. 

|||] Vékart/i; ‘transformer,’ literally: “by means of rain and the like," 
say the commentators. 
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of the universe; the origin of all worlds; and one with 
the universe.* What praise can be worthily offered to 
thee? Thou art the pervader, and that which is per- 
vaded; the act, the agent, and the effect; the universal 
spirit of all beings. What praise can be worthily of- 
fered to thee?! Thou art the abstract soul, the sen- 
tient and the living soul of all beings, the imperishable. 
But, since it is not possible to praise thee worthily, 
then why should the hopeless attempt proceed? § 
Have compassion, O universal soul, and forgive the 
sins which Naraka has committed. Verily, it is for the 
sanctification of thy son, that he has been killed by 
thee."| The lord, who is the substance of all crea- 
tures, f having replied to the Earth** “Even so,” pro- 
ceeded to redeem the (various) gems from the dwell- 
ing of Naraka. In the apartments of the women TT 
he found sixteen thousand and one hundred damsels.’ 


1 These were captive princesses, according to the Bhagavata; 


* Of this passage there are several different readings, of little consequence. 

+ qadsga fa aa | 

* Here the translation is not literal. 

$ ULATAT GAA Gp ATAT MAN HITA | 
war war faita fare A wade n 

Ratnagarbha says: Wifaaaate | fandi farsa | 

For the expressions paramatinan, átman, and bhitdtman, here employed, 
vide supra, p. 14, note Tf. 

| ""HETHTH aga: a faatfaad: | So reads Sridhara; and his ex- 
planation has been followed by the Translator. Ratnagarbha speaks of 
this lection, but prefers to end the verse with afta: afcaTaat ; in 
accepting which he connects AATA with wed, which precedes it. 

« Bhita-bhavana, “creator of beings." 

** Dharani. 


Tt Kanya-pura. 
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He also beheld (i the palace,) six thousand large* 
elephants, each having four tusks; twenty-one lakhs} 
of horses of Kamboja§ and other exeellent breeds. | 
These Govinda despatched to Dwáraká, in charge of 
the servants of Naraka. The umbrella of Varnna, the 
Jewel-mountain, which he also recovered, he placed 
upon Garuda;** and, mounting him, himself, and 
taking Satyabhámá with him, he set off to the heaven’ 
of the gods, to restore the ear-rings of Aditi.! 


Apsarasas, or celestial nymphs, according to the Kalika Purana; 
and these,eupon their rescue by Krishna, became his wives. ++ 

' The legend of Naraka is related, in more detail, in the Bha- 
gavata and Hari Vamsa, but is still more fully narrated in the 
Kahka Upapurana. It may be considered as one of the various 
intimations that oecur in the Puranas, of. hostilities between the 
worshippers of Vishüu and Siva; Naraka being, iu an especial 
degree, favoured by the latter, 


+ According to the reading of some MSS., there were as many horses, — 
common ones, it is to he supposed, siuce a partienlar kind is specified 
just below. 

i Niyuta; a term variously defined by different anthorities. See notes 
on the beginning of Chapter III. of Book VI. 

$ ATATATATA | For the Kambojas, see Vol. IH., p. 291, note 1, 

| | find nothing, in the original, answering to the words “and other 
excellent breeds”. 

« That is to say, agreeably to the original, the girls, the elephants, 
and the horses. 


" qq aed wi ada AURAR | 
"TTE WTHTS FÄRS VANTA 1 
I find no variants of this stanza, save as to its closing word, which 
Ratnagarbha reads Was | 
tt According to the text of our Purana, also, Krishna married them. 
Vide infra, p. 105. 


CHAPTER XXX. 


Kfishüa restores her ear-rings to Aditi, and is praised by her: 
he visits the gardens of Indra, and, at the desire of Satyabhama, 
earries off the Parijata-tree. Sachi excites Indra to its rescue. 
Contlict between the gods and Kfishüa, who defeats them. 
Satyabhámá derides them. They praise Krishna. 


GARUDA, laden with the umbrella of Varna, and 
the jewel-mountain, and bearing Hfishíkesa? (on his 
back, to the court. of Indra), went (lightly), as if in 
sport, along. When they arrived at the portals of 
Swarga, Hari blew his shell; on which the gods ad- 
vanced to meet him, bearing respectful offerings. 7 
Having received the homage of the divinities, Kúishńa 
went to the palaee of the mother of the gods, whose 
turrets! resembled white clouds; and, on beholding 
Aditi, paid his respects to her, along with Sakra; and, 
presenting to her her own ear-rings, informed her of 
the destruction of (the demon) Naraka. The mother 
of the world, well pleased, then fixed her whole 
thoughts upon Hari, the creator, and thus pronounced 
his praise: “Glory to thee, O god with the lotos-eyes, 
who removest all fear from those that worship thee. 
Thou art the eternal, universal, and living soul; the 
origin of all beings;§ the instigator of the mental fac- 


* “And his wife:” aura q ZNANA | For Hrishikesa, see Vol. L, 
p. 2, note 1. 

t QTEIUTAT: | 

t Sikhara. 


$ RNANA MATA YATAYAATAA | 
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ulty and faculties of sense;" one with the three qual- 
ities; beyond the three qualities; exempt from con- 
traries; pure; existing in the hearts of all; void of 
colour, extension, and every transient modification; 
unaffected by (the vicissitudes of) birth, or death, 
sleep, or waking. Thou art evening, t night, and day; 
earth, sky, air, water, and fire; mind, intellect, and in- 
dividuality.§ Thou art the agent of creation, duration, 
and dissolution; the master over the agent;—in thy 
forms which are called Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva. 
Thou art gods, Yakshas, Daityas, Rakshasas, Siddhas, 
Pannagas,, Küshmándas, Pisáchas, Gandharvas, men, 
animals," deer,** elephants, reptiles, t trees, shrubs, 
creepers, tt climbers, $8 and grasses; all things large, 
middling, small, immense, or minute: thon art all 
bodies whatsoever, composed of aggregated atoms. 14 
This thy illusion beguiles all who are ignorant of thy 
true nature,—the fools who i soul to be in that 


' WürdT ces porma i 


+ faaara fa sprarerafvafsia i 

t Sandhya. 

$ warte: | Ratnagarbha explains it by ahamkdra. For bhutadi, see 
Vol. I, p. 33, note *. 

|| Corrected from “Punnagas”.  Pannaga is the same as sarpa, for 
which see Vol. I., p. 83. The next term, “Kushmandas,” is rendered 
“goblins” in Vol. IV., p. 277. 

« Pasu; “sacrificial animals." Vide supra, p. 59, note «*. 

** Mriga, “wild beasts." 

++ Saristipa. See Vol. L, p. 84, note §; and Vol. IL, p. 92, text and 
note §. 

p Lata. 

$8 Valli. 

^| For similar enumerations, see Vol. I., p. 84; and Vol. ll, p. 92. 


1 Setar aaraa 9 WÍSRTRSRTWT: | 
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which is not spirit.* The notions that “I am—this is 
mine”, which influence mankind, are but the delusions 
of the mother of the world, originating m thy active 
agency.t ‘Those men who, attentive to their duties, 
diligently worship thee, traverse all this illusion, and 
obtain spiritual freedom. Brahmá and all the gods, 
men, and animals? are, alike, invested by the thick 
darkness of fascination, in the gulf of the illusions of 
Vishiu. That men who, having worshipped thee, 
should seek the gratification of their desires, and their 
own preservation,—this, O lord, is, also, thy delusion. 
It is the sport of thy fascinations that induces men to 
glorify thee, to obtain, thereby, the continuance oftheir 
race, or the annihilation of their enemies, instead of 
eternal liberation.§ It is the fault of the impure acts 
of the unrighteous (to proffer such idle requests to one 
able to confer much more important benefits), — like 
asking for a rag to cover one's nakedness| from the 
tree that Deen whatever is solicited. 9 Be propitious, 


= e l 


-a aaant Afat | 
aaan TAT ASTAR 1 
At the end of the second yerse, in lieu of BATT , the reading of 
Sridhara, Ratnagarbha has AFTA. Another lection which I find is 
faawa | 
+ we aafa AITSA agarafasrad | 
aarcargqarararadaary EAR I 
* Pasu. 
$ WITTY Arla aed SIHTGDISWIH | 
"ad ya maT RAG ANARA 1 
aa a yaan AUIE F | 
arfaa a mata aratfaafad fe aa i 


|| Kaupina. 
« Kalpadruma. 
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then, imperishable, author of all the error that deceives 
the world; and dispel, O lord of all creatures, the con- 
ceit of knowledge, which proceeds from ignorance. * 
Glory to thee, grasper of the discus, wielder of the bow, 
brandisher of the mace, holder of the shell! For such 
do I behold thee, in thy perceptible form. Nor do I 
know that form of thine which is beyond perception. 
Have compassion on me, supreme god.” + 

Vishnu, thus hymned by Aditi, smiled, and said to 
the mother of the gods:: “Mother, goddess, do thou 
show favour unto me, and grant me thy blessing." $ 
"So be it,” replied Aditi, *even|| as thou wilt; and, 
(whilst thou dwellest) amongst mortals, the first of 
men," thou shalt be invincible by gods or demons.” 
Then Satyabhama, accompanied by the queen of Indra,** 
addressed Aditi respectfully, and solicited her benedic- 
tions; and Aditi Gn reply,) said to her: “Fair-browed 
dame, thou shalt never suffer decay, nor loss of beauty. 
Thou shalt be the Midas of all loveliness, dame of 


“SAT WAAR aad YAN ATT | 
Ratnagarbha says: WTMAATAYAa | Wrer~armefaatarara- 
FA | And Sridhara comments to precisely the same effect. 


+ Uarrenta d wd Qaf NTT a 
a wrsrÍS wi uw omg uuum It 
+ Surárasi, Similarly, Kunti is called Paidavarati, in the Mahd- 
bharata, 


For arani, see Vol. IIL., p. 330, note e. 

$ qT EM 

i| Corrected from “ever”,—a typographical error. The original is 
AT d | 

q Purusha-vydghra, ‘tiger of a man,’ aud iu the vocative. See Vol. IV., 


Hs ur nole T; also, supra, p. 22, note «. 
* Sakrani, in the original. 
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faultless shape.” * With the assent of Aditi, Indrat 
then respectfully saluted Janardana in all due form, 
and condueted him and Satyabhámá through Nandana 
and other pleasant gardens of the gods; where Kesava, 
the destroyer of Kesin, saw the Párijáta-tree,$ the 
favourite of Sachí, which was produced when the 
ocean was churned for ambrosia: the bark was of gold; 
and it was embellished with young sprouting leaves of 
a copper colour, and fruit-stalks bearmg numerous 
clusters of fragrant fruit.| When Satyabhama noticed 
this tree, she said to her beloved lord, Govinda: “Why 
should not this divine tree? be transported to Dwa- 
raká? If what you say is true, and I am really dear to 
you, then let this tree be taken away from hence, and 
planted in the garden** of my dwelling. You have 
often said to me: ‘Neither Jámbavatí nor Rukmini is 
so dear to me, Satya, as you are.’ If you have spoken 
the truth, and not mere flattery,++ then let this Párijáta- 
tree be the ornament of my mansion. I long to shine 
amidst my fellow-queens, wearing the flowers of this 
tree in the braids of my hair.” +} 


’ RMATA d WM AU SUD F | 
afanan adaa afana i 
+ The Sanskrit has deva-raja. 
1 Kefisudana. I have corrected “Kesi”. See Vol. IV., p. 340. 
$ See Vol. I, p. 144, and p. 146, note 1. 
|| This description of the Parijata-tree is rendered very freely. The 
original gives it one epithet not here translated,—sugandhadhya, ‘rich in 
fragrance’. The text followed is that of Sridhara, from which various 
MSS. offer many unimportant deviations. 
al Professor Wilson read QqUIQU:; but, no doubt, we should read 
«d WIQU.. A variant is found: gum YTN: | 
** Nishkuta. Tt Upachara. ti Kefa-paksha. 
is 7 
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Thus solicited by Satyabhama, Hari smiled upon her, 
and, taking the Párijáta-plant, put it upon Garuda. * 
The keepers of the garden (remonstrated and) said; 
“This Párijáta-tree belongs to Sachi, the queen of the 
sovereign of the gods. It is not proper, Govinda, for 
you to remove it. At the time when the ocean was 
churned for the beverage of immortality, this tree 
was produced, for the purpose of providing Sachi with 
flowery ornaments. You cannot be suffered to depart 
with it.2 It is through ignorance that this is sought 
for by any one; as it is the especial property of her on 
whose countenance the king of the gods delights to 
look. And who shall go away with impunity, who at- 
tempts to carry it off?§ Assuredly, the king of the 
gods will punish this audacity; for his hand Jaunches 
the thunderbolt, and the immortals attend upon his 
steps.| Forbear, then, Ka'ishia; nor provoke the hos- 
tility of all the gods. The wise will not commence 
actions that can be productive only of unpleasant con- 
sequences.” ** Satyabhámá, on hearing these words, 
was exceedingly offended, and said: “What right has 


—L— a MÀQMÓÓÀMÓÀÓÀÀÀÀMÓÓ4—Qn 


* Called, in the original, Garutmat. 
+ WAAR TS | 
tow We aed faata i 
$ aust HARTI emere: UARA i 
aaraa weft eter fu A WS d 
Some MSS. read 24, instead of et | 
| Haat wrsnererrerfea AAT | 
q aza aa AfA ATYA | 
" fauramg wenn aq wafea ufus | 


“The wise do not commend an act disagreeable in its conse- 
quences.’ 
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Sachi, what has Indra,* to the Párijáta-tree? It was 
produced at the churning of the ocean, as the common 
property of all worlds. Wherefore, gods, should Indra} 
alone possess it? In the same manner, guardians of 
the grove, as nectar, as the moon, as (the goddess) Srí 
(herself), so the Pánjáta-tree 1s the common property 
of all the world; and, since Sachí, confiding in the 
strength of her husband's arm, would keep it to her- 
self, away with submission to her!! Satyá takes away 
the tree. Go quickly; and let Paulomf§ be told what 
I have said. Repeat to her this contemptuous message 
from Satyabhámá: ‘If you are the beloved wife of your 
lord, if your husband is obedient to your authority, let 
him prevent my husband from carrying off this tree. 
I know your husband, Sakra; I know the sover eign of 
the divinities; and I, who am a mortal, || take he Pá- 
rijáta-tree away from you.” 

Accordingly, the warders (of the garden) went and 
reported to Sachi the message (of E USED. Sachí 
appealed to her husband, and excited the king of the 
gods to resent this affront;4 and Indra, accordingly, 
attended by the army of the celestials, marched to at- 
tack Hari, in defence of the Pánjáta-tree. The gods 
were armed with clubs,*” swords, TT maces, and darts; 


* Sakra, in the Sanskrit. 
+ The original has Vasava. 


i ARATA ATTAT | 

$ Patronymic of Puloman, father of Sachi. See Vol. II. o P. 72, note 2. 
For a less famous sabre see Vol. I., p. 152, note 1, ad finem. 

|| Manushi, ‘a woman.’ Sachi, no less than Satyabhama, was “a 
mortal”. 


Tait aana fazuifucfa afar i 
** Parigha. ++ Nistrimsa. 
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and Indra* wielded the thunderbolt. As soon as Go- 
vinda saw the king of the gods T advancing against 
him, on his elephant, attended by the immortals, + he 
blew his shell, so that the sound filled all the regions, 
and he showered, sinilingly, myriads of arrows upon 
his assailants.§ Beholding the air, in all directions, 
overspread with his darts, the celestials (in return,) 
hurled innumerable missiles; but every one of these 
the destroyer of Madhu,|| and lord of all worlds, cut, 
playfully, into a thousand pieces (with his shafts). The 
devourer of serpents (Garuda,) laid hold of the noose 
of the sovereign of the waters, and tore it to frag- 
ments with his beak, as if it had been a little snake. 
The son of Devaki threw his mace at the club of Yama, 
and cast it, broken, upon the ground. He cut in bits ** 
the litter++ of the lord of wealth, t with his discus; a 
glance of his eye eclipsed the radiance of the sun; $$ he 
severed Agni into a hundred parts, with his arrows, 
and seattered the Vasus through the realms of space. 
With his discus he cut off the points of the tridents | || 
of the Rudras, and cast themselves upon the earth; and, 


* Sakra, in the original. 
+ For “the king of the gods” the Sanskrit has Sakra. 
t Literally, ‘the gods, —deva. 
$ JAI word agatgaafaaa i 
Professor Wilson's favourite MS. indefensibly ends this verse with 
weurgaufead: whence “smilingly”. Read: “And he discharged a 
volley of arrows, amounting to myriads of thousands." 
|| Madhusüdana. € Namely, Varuna. 
** Tilasas. This word denotes that the pieces were no larger than 
sesamum-seeds. 
Tt Sibikd. +t Kubera, to wit. 
$$ Fat WITH Cw fegi PAIRA | 
|I Súla, ‘pikes,’ 
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with the shafts shot from his bow, he dispersed the 
Sádhyas, Viswas,* Maruts, and Gandharvas, like 
fleeces of cotton from the pods of the SimelT tree, 
through the sky. Garuda,? also, diligently plied his 
beak, and wings, and nails, and bit, and bruised, and 
scratched the deities who opposed his lord. $ 

Then the king of the gods and the foe of Madhu | 
(encountered, and) overwhelmed each other with 
countless shafts, like rain-drops falling from two heavy 
clouds. Garuda, in the conflict, engaged with Airavata; 
and Janárdana was opposed to all the deities. When 
all the other weapons had been cut to pieces, Indra 
stood armed with his thunderbolt, and Krishna, with 
the discus Sudarsana.** Beholding them thus prepared 
for fight, all the people of the three spheres exclauned 


* Viswe. These deities are not mentioned severally, but always col- 
lectively. See Vol. IIL, p. 189, note beginning near the foot. 


+ WrenfaaTad | The original has, thus, Sdimali. See Vol. IV., 
p. 240, note ||. + The Sanskrit has Garutmat. 


$ maata quu Tarai wag: i 
ATA SHS ITVITGT PST 4 il 


Herein is exemplified the figure of speech which is called, in Sanskrit, 
yathá-sankhyd. A similar, but more complete, instance of construction by 
the correspondent order of terms is afforded in the following couplet: 

“Vir simplex, fortasse bonus, sed pastor ineptus, 
Vult, tentat, peragit, plurima, pauca, nihil." 

Stanzas of like verbal collocation might be adduced, in any quantity, 
from medieval compositions. In the Third Book of Sir Philip Sidney's 
Arcadia is a sonnet contrived, throughout, like its beginning: 

* Vertue, beautie, and speech, did strike, wound, charme, 
My heart, eyes, eares, with wonder, love, delight." 
|| Madhnsüdana. «| Vàsava, in the original. 


* faia ARA w wet | 
aag VAAN qui PaA gru | 


102 VISHNU PURANA. 


“Alas! alas!” Indra* launched his bolt; but in vain; 
for Hari caught and arrested it. He forbore, however, 
to hurl his discus, and only called out to Indra to stay. + 
Satyabhama, seeing Indra disarmed, and his elephant 
disabled by Garuda, and the deity, himself, about to 
retreat, said to him: “King of the triple sphere, it ill 
becomes the husband of Sachi to run away. Orna- 
mented with Párijáta-garlands, she will approach you. 
Of what use? is the sovereignty of heaven, embellished 
with the Párijáta-tree, no longer beholding Sachí meet 
you with affection, as of yore? Nay, Sakae fly not! 
You must not suffer shame. Here, take the Párijáta- 
tree. Let the gods be no longer annoyed. Sachí, in- 
flated with pride of her husband, has not welcomed me 
to her dwelling with respectful presents. As a woman, 
I am light of purpose, and am anxious for my husband's 
fame. Therefore have I instigated, Sakra, this contest 
with you. But I do not want Eur Pánjáta-tree; nor do 
I wish to take that which is another's property. Sachí 
is proud of her beauty. What woman is not proud of 
her husband?” Thus spoken to (by Satyabhámá), the 
king of the gods turned back, and said to her: *Desist, 
wrathful dame, from afflicting your friend by further 
reproaches.$ I am not ashamed of being vanquished 
by him who is the author of the creation, preservation, 


* Mahendra, in the Sanskrit. 

+ Hereabouts the translation is free. 

* The insertion, here, of the words “to yon", justified by the original, 
wonld make this sentence impels e. The Sanskrit is as follows: 


Agi dam d rfr eset | 
AINA aT rerure ai TATA i 


s ma Aaaa fus wey: Agfa: | 
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and destruction of the world’ who is the substance of 
all things;* in whom, without beginning or middle, 
tlie universe is eomprised; and from whom, and by 
whom, identical with all things, it proceeds, and will 
cease to be. + What disgrace is it, O goddess, (to any 
one,) to be discomfited by him who is the cause of 
creation, continuance, and dissolution? His form is the 
parent of all worlds, though infinitely subtile, and 
known to those only by whom all that may be known 
is known. Who is able to overcome the unborn, uncon- 
stituted, eternal lord, who has willed to become a 
mortal, for the good of the world? "' 


—————————Á—ÀÀÀ 


! The Bhágavata? merely says: *Incited by his wife, Krishna 
took away the Parijata-tree, having subdued the gods, and 
planted it in the garden of Satyabhámá." The Hari Vamsa 
makes a long story of it, and tells it with some variations, 
especially in the commencement; Satyabhama’s desire for the 
Parijata-tree having been excited by Narada’s presenting a flower 
from it to Ktishna’s other spouse, Rukmini. 


* Viswa-rüpin. 
t wfersreqastet ee ater 
wrrepup 4 ofaufa wawa | 
$ X. Latter Section, IX., 39, 40: 
Theat araara utfesia afa i 
arog agag fa RANTAA i 
seal AAATATAT FETATATAT TAA: | 
apa: upra Wz N 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


Krishna, with Indra’s consent, takes the Parijata-tree to Dwaraká; 
marries the princesses rescued from Naraka. 


KESAVA, being thus eulogized by the king of the 
gods, smiled, and spake gravely to him (in reply). 
“Thou art Indra,” said he, “the king of the celestials. 
We are (but) mortals, O lord of the world. Thou must 
pardon, therefore, the offence that I have committed. 
Let this Párijáta-tree be taken to its appropriate situa- 
tion. I removed it in compliance with the words of 
Satya. Receive back, also, this your thunderbolt, cast 
at me: for this is your proper weapon, “—the destroyer 
of your foes.” Indra} answered, and said: “Thou be- 
guilest us, O lord, in calling thyself a mortal. But we 
know thee to be the lord, although not endowed? with 
subtlety of discernment. Thou art that thou art, en- 
gaged in the (active) preservation § of the earth; thou 
extractest the thorns implanted in her bosom, destroyer 
of the demon-race.|| Let this Parijata-tree be trans- 
ferred to Dwáraká; t and it shall remain upon earth as 
long as thou abidest in the world of mortals."** Hari, 
having assented to the proposal of Indra, +} returned to 


* Praharana. 
+ Sakra, in the original. 
+ That is to say, “although we are not endowed.” 
§ Trana. 
|| rare: srerferenti ac Tenga | 
«| The Sanskrit has Dwaravatt. 
-aAA en Fa ATS Auta yfa | 
++ Devendra, in the Sanskrit. 


BOOK V., CHAP. XXXI. 105 


earth, hymned by attendant sages," saints, T and quir- 
isters of heaven. 

When Krishna arrived over Dwaraka, he blew his 
shell, and delighted all the inhabitants with the sound. 
Then, alighting from Garuda, he proceeded, with Satya- 
bhámá, to her garden, and there planted the great 
Párijáta-tree, the smell of which perfumed the earth 
for three furlongs, $ and an approach to which enabled 
every one to recollect (the events of) a prior existence; 
so that, on beholding their faces in that tree, all the 
Yádavas contemplated themselves in their (original) 
celestial forms. || Then Krishna took possession of the 
wealth, elephants, horses, and women, which he had 
recovered from Naraka, and which had been brought 
(to Dwaraka) by the servants (of the demon); and, at 
an auspicious season, hef espoused all the maidens 
whom Naraka had carried off. m0 their friends): 
at one and the same moment,** het received the 
hands of all of them, according to the ritual, in separate 
mansions. ł Sixteen thousand and one hundred was 
the number of the maidens. §§ And into so many dif- 


T Siddha. 
T Rishi. 
+ Nishkuta. 
§ Yojana. 
| ware TTT: ad QESMPIHTTSTU l 
zay: wed aferqaal ugue ti 
«| The Sanskrit here has Janardana. 
Kala. 
++ Govinda, in the original, 
** Instead of quin. there is a variant, VJWQES. importing “in 
multiplied persons." 
$8 Our Purana is at variance with itself as to the number of Krishna's 
wives. See Vol. IV., p. 112, with which compare pp. 81, 82, supra. 
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ferent forms did the foe of Madhu* multiply himself; 
so that every one of the damsels thought that he had 
wedded her, in his single person. And the creator of 
the world, Hari, the assumer of universal shape, abode 
severally in the dwelling of each of these his wives.: 


* Madhusudana. 
t URTA aT ae AAT WUWa*u | 
aaa urfauen aTaraaatfafa u 
Sridhara, at least according to my single MS. of his commentary, 
begins this stanza with WaRRSU, at the expense of metrical correct- 
ness. 
: fanta wp aragi atai Wey SUD: | 
sara fan aitai fagequa eft i 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


Children of Krishüa. Usha, the daughter of Bana, sees Anirnddha 
in a dream, and becomes enamoured of him. 


PARÁSARA.—I have enumerated to you Pra- 
dyumna and the other sons of Rukmini. Satyabhama 
bore Bhánu* and Bhaimarika. T. The sons of Rohini 
were Diptimat, Támrapaksha,: and others. The power- 
ful Sámba$ and other sons were born of Jámbavatí. 
Bhadravinda || and other valiant youths were the sons 
of Nágnajití. Saibyé (or Mitravindát) had several sons, 
of whom Sangramajit was the chief. Viika and others 
were begotten (by Hari) on Madri.** Lakshmana had 
Gátravat and others; and Sruta and others were the 
sons tT of Kalindi’,: 5 Ki ishńa $$ had sons, also, also, by his 


-Toe Le poy vs of his s eight ineens: had ten Sons, 


d DENS MSS. km EM 

+ Corrected from “Bhairika.” In giving this mangled form of the 
name, Professor Wilson was misled by an error in his favourite MS. 
The scansion of the line shows that a syllable is missing. Messrs. Boht- 
lingk and Roth have helped to perpetuate '*Bhairika". 

$ Corrected from “Tamrapakshi”, in which reading Professor Wilson 
was again led astray by an error in the MS. referred to in the last note. 
Messrs. Bohtlingk and Roth wrongly credit our Translator with “Tam- 
rapakshin". One of my MS. yields Tamravarna; another, *Diptimat and 
others". Also vide supra, p. 79, note **. 

$ Corrected from “Samba”. || My Ajmere MS. has Bhadramanda. 
« | Supplied by the Translator, on the authority of the commentator 
Sridhara. Ratnagarbha considers Saibyá as one of Krishna's eight wives of 
the first order; but he does not identify her, by name, with any one 
of those Stn in note $ to p. 78, supra. 

** Vide supra, p. 81, note ». 

++ There were three of them,—nnnamed,—according to the reading of 
my Arrah MS. ii Vide supra, p. 78, note §, and p. 81, note 1. 
$$ Chakrin, in the original. 
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other wives,—in all, one hundred and eighty thousand. 
The eldest of the whole was Pradyumna, the son of 
Rukminí: his son was Aniruddha, from whom Vajra* 
was born: his mother was Ushaé,+—the daughter of 
Bana, and granddaughter of Bal? —whom Aniruddha 
won in war.$ On that oceasion, a fierce battle took 
place between Hari and Sankara, in which the thousand 
arms of Bana were lopped away by the discus of the 
former. | 

Mairreys.—How happened it, (venerable) Brahman, 
that a contest on account of Üshá arose between Siva 4 
and Krisháa? And in what manner did Hari cut off 
the thousand arms of Bana?** This, illustrious sir, 
thou art able to narrate. 3 

PARÁSARA.—Ushá, the daughter of Bana, having 
seen Parvati sporting with (her lord,) Saibhu, was 
iuspired with a wish for similar dalliance. The beauti- 
ful Gauri, ?} who knows the hearts of all, said to Üshá: 


and gives the ten names of each set, with one or two excep- 
tions. $$ 


t D d from ^ Vraja". See Vol. IV., pp. 112, 113. 
t Corrected, here and everywhere below, from “Usha”, which, like- 


wise, occurs, but not in our Purana. t See Vol. IL, p. 69. 
$ The original is QPTRRT TW LE: | 
|| The Sanskrit has Chakrin. « Hara, in the Sanskrit. 


** ae qi q qua STA WS EÍU | 
tt The original adds: 
Heated ma mut argfaat ec: 
So reads Sridhara. Ratnagarbha has: 
WEcniqgw Ad BIG Hala | 
++ The same as Parvati. See Vol. I., p. 104, note 1. 
$8 Vide supra, p. 79, notes », t, §, f, and ++; p. 81, notes * and $; 
and p. 82, note |||. 
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“Do not grieve. You shall have a husband." “But 
when will ne be?” thought Usha to herself. “Or who 
will be my lord?” On ssllich, Parvati continued: “He 
who shall appear to you, princess, in a dream, on the 
twelfth lunation+ of the light half of Vaisákha, he will 
be your husband.”? Accor uci: as the goddess had 
foretold, on that lunar day a youth appeared (to Usha,) 
in a dream, of whose person she became enamoured, 
When she woke, and no longer perceived him, she 
was overcome with sorrow, and, unrestrained by mod- 
esty, demanded of her companion whither he had gone. 
The companion and friend of the princess was Ohitra- 
lekhá, the daughter of Kumbhanda,§ the minister of 
Bina. “Of whom do you speak?" inquired she (of 
Usha). But the princess, recollecting herself, was 
ashamed, and remained silent. At length, however, 
Chitralekhá conciliated her confidence; and she related 
to her what had passed, and what the goddess had 
foretold; and she requested her friend to devise some 
means of uniting her with the person whom she had 
beheld in her dream. % 

Chitralekha then delineated the most eminent gods,** 
demons, TT spirits, i} and mortals, and showed them (to 


"qanada aa warty Tag | 
+ By this word Professor Wilson intends, at variance with scientific 
precedent, and otherwise entirely without justification, ‘lunar day’, 
* In this sentence, and in the next, the Translator, with commendable 
taste, has not reproduced the grossness of the original. 
$ Corrected from “Kubhanda”. 


| AST SSSTQSIT ATA KANTATE AT Wu | 


1 Sur ada AMTAT BTS aaa: FRA AA | 
** Sura. tł Daitya. tt Gandharva. 
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Usha). Putting aside the portraits of gods, spirits, 
snake-gods, * and demons, f the princess selected those 
of mortals, and, amongst them, the heroes of the races 
of Andhaka and Víishüi. When she came to (the 
likenesses of) Krishha and Rama, she was confused 
with shame.§ Front (the portrait of) Pradyumna she 
modestly averted her eyes; but, the moment she be- 
held the picture of his son, the object of her passion, 
her eyes wide expanded, and all her bashfulness was 
disearded.| “This is he! This is he!” said she (to 
Chitralekhá). And her friend, who was endowed with 
magic power, f bade her be of good cheer, and set. off, 
through the air, to Dwáraká. ** 


* Uraga. 
+ Asura. 

: aqay eat gfe taaan y i 

For Andhaka and Vrishni, see Vol. IV., pp. 71, et sey. 
$ Lajjá-jada. 
© -— 

(| garafan asit arta facet i 
«j loga-gamin. 
** Dwaravati, in the original. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


Bana solicits Siva for war: finds Aniruddha in the palace, and 

makes him prisoner. Krishna, Balarama, and Pradyumna come 

to his rescue. Siva and Skanda aid Bana: the former is dis- 

abled; the latter, put to flight. Bana encounters Krishna, who 

cuts off all his arms, and is about to put him to death, Siva 

intereedes; and Kfishüa spares his life. Vishnu and Siva are 
the same. 

BEFORE this took place, Báńa had been engaged in 
the adoration of the three-eyed* (god), and had thus 
prayed to him: “I am humiliated,+ O lord, by (the 
possession of) a thousand arms in a state of peace. 
Let some hostilities ensue, in which I may derive some 
advantage from their possession. Without war, what 
is the use of these arms? They are but a burthen to 
me.": Sankara replied: “When thy peacock-banner 
shall be broken, thou shalt have war,—the delight of 
the evil spirits that feast on the flesh of man.”§ Bana, 
pleased (by this promise), proffered his thanks’! to 
Sambhu, and returned to his palace, where he found 
his standard broken; at which his joy was increased. 

At that time, the nymph Chitralekha returned (from 
Dwáraká), and, by the exercise of her magic power, 
brought Aniruddha (along with her) The guards of 


* Trilochana. See Vol. I, p. 141. 
+ Nirvinna, 
:ocwfarereui TE TRARA TU: | 
afaufa fant ge atoa aa fa ws 
à fufwratfsrsreareg mafa wb at «US | 
|| The Sanskrit has simply WURI | 
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the inner apartments, discovering him there with 
Usha,* reported it to the king, who immediately sent 
a body of his followers (to seize the prince). But the 
valiant youth, taking up an iron club, slew his assail- 
ants;T on which, Bana mounted his ear, advanced 
against him, and endeavoured to put him to death. 
Finding, however, that Aniruddha was not to be sub- 
dued by prowess, he followed the counsel of his min- 
ister, and brought his magical faculties into the conflict, 
by which he succeeded in capturing the Yadu prince, 
and binding him in serpent-bonds. : 

When Aniruddha was missed from Dwaravati, and 
the Yadavas were inquiring of one another whither he 
had gone, Narada came to them, and told them that 
he was the prisoner of Bana; having been conveyed, 
by a female possessed of magic faculties, to Sonita- 
pura.’§ When they heard this, they were satisfied; 


' The synonyms of Sonitapura, in the Trikanda Sesha,|| are 


Devikota, Banapura, Kotivarsha, and Ushávana. l The first is, 
nsually, eonsidered to be the modern Devicotta, in the Carnatic, 
which is commonly believed to be the scene of Bana’s defeat. 
The name, however, occurs in other parts of India: in the Decean, 
on the banks of the Godavari,—according to Wilford, the capital 
of Munja (Asiatic Researches, Vol. IX., p. 199); and in Assam, 


"od TARTU agree | 
+ aa UPS eTEWIQTS WCHIXET | 
tomi VANTAN JH Gea aA | 


$ The translation, hereabouts, is rather free. 

[| 3E re 

«| The better reading, it seems, is Umavana, as in the Haima-kosa, 
lV., 48, where, also, we find all the synonyms of Soüitapura which are 
specified above, 
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for they had imagined he had been taken away by the 
gods, (in reprisal for the Parijata-tree).* Krishna, + 
therefore, immediately summoned Garuda, who came 
with a wish;? and, mounting upon him, along with 
Bala and Pradyumna, he set off for the city of Bana. 
On their approach to the city, they were opposed by 
the spirits who attend on Rudra:$ but these were soon 
destroyed by Hari; and he and his companions reached 
the vicinity of the town. Here, mighty Fever—an 
emanation from Maheswara, having three feet and 
three heads', — fought desperately with Vishnu,** in 
defence of Bana. Baladeva, upon whom his ashes were 


near Gwálpára, as the city of the Daityas. Asiatic Researches, 
Vol. XIV., p. 443. Hamilton}+ notices the remains of a city, so 
called, in Dinajpoor. In the Kalika Purana, Bana is described as 
the friend and, apparently, neighbour of Naraka, king of Prág- 
jyotishaz? or Assam. 

! Alluding to the three stages of febrile paroxysms, or to the 
recurrence of tertian ague. A contest with this enemy, in the 
course of military operations, is an allegory which the British 
armies in India too often illustrate. 


' d Afra? gat ad fafaga i 
aifaat wad magiz reef i 
f The Sanskrit has Hari. 
t L e, “at his wish”. 
§ The Translator takes from Sridhara this explanation of pramatha. 
nn £x. € 
qeu ausge: i 
wer srUuURTSIDEO AST erreur wT it 
« Maheswara is the word translated by “an emanation from Maheswara." 
ES Sdrnga-dhanwan, “armed with the bow Sarnga,” is the term by 
which Krishna is here called, in the original. 
+t History, &c. of astern India, Vol. IL, p. 660. 
$i Vide supra, p. 54, note 1; p. 55, note f; and p. 88, note 1. 
Y. 8 
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scattered, was seized with burning heat, and his eyelids 
trembled; but he obtained rehef by clinging to the 
body of Krishna.* Contending, thus, with the divine 
holder of the bow, the Fever (emanating from Siva) 
was quickly expelled from the person of Krishüia by 
Fever? which he himself engendered. § Brahmá, | be- 
holding the impersonated malady bewildered by the 
beating inflieted by the arms of the deity, entreated 
the latter to desist; and the foe of Madhu refrained, 
and absorbed into himself the Fever he had created. 
The rival Fever then departed, saying to Krishna: 
“Those men who call to memory the combat between 
us shall be (ever) exempt from febrile disease." ** 
Next, Vishfiu overcame and demolished the five 
fires; TT and, with perfect ease, annihilated the army 


! The Ahavantya, Garhapatya, Dakshina, Sabhya, and Ava- 
sathya are the five fires; of which the three first have a religious, 
and the other two, a secular, character. The first is a fire pre- 


* ATAATULAYAATT: AUTFATATT | 
way aaear sia waaratfarau: i 
+ To render Sárngin, as Kfishia is denominated from his bow spoken 
of in note ** in the preceding page. 
+ Vaishiava is the epithet given it in the Sanskrit. 
$ Krishia here figures as a practitioner of homoeopathy. 
|| Pitamaha, in the original. 
T arcraagyqararaufinssfaxa i 
a ata gana Sa: fura: 
aag arafa Wal ad surg GTC | 
maa we fep WUTSTSTNRS: N 
** Vijwara. 
tt “The protectors of that city ",—namely, Bána's, says Ratnagarbha. 


tt 
i STITT 1 
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of the Danavas. Then the son of Bali (Bana), with the 
whole of the Daitya* host, assisted by Sankara and 
Kárttükeya, f fought with Sauri. A tierce combat took 
place between Hari and Sankara. All the regions shook, 
scorched by their flaming weapons; and the celestials 
felt assured that the end of the universe was at hand. 
Govinda, with the weapon of yawning, set Sankara a- 
gape; and then the demons? and the demigods at- 
tendant upon Siva$ were destroyed on every side; for 
Hara, overcome with incessant gaping, sat down in his 
car, and was unable longer to contend with Krishna, 
whom no acts affect. || The deity of war, Karttikeya, 1 
wounded in the arm by Garuda,** struck by the 
weapons of Pradyumna, and disarmed by the shout of 


pared for oblations at an occasional sacrifice; the second is the 

household fire, to be perpetually maintained; the third is a sacri- 

ficial fire, in the centre of the other two, and placed to the south; 

the Sabhya is a fire lighted to warm a party; and the Avasathya, tt 
z ++ 


the common domestic or culinary fire. Manu, III., 100, 185,77 and 
Kullúka Bhatta’s explanation. $8 


* Daiteya, in the Sanskrit. 

+ See Vol. I., Preface, p. LXXXIX.; and Vol. II., p. 23. 

i Daiteya. 

$ In definition of pramatha. 

|| Aklishta-karman, * unweariable. " 

€ For “the deity of war, Karttikeya,” the Sanskrit has, simply, Guha. 
** Professor Wilson has followed the reading of Sridhara, as it appears 
in the only copy of his commentary to which we, in common, have had 
access,— FRSAAATH., Ratnagarbha adopts the ordinary lection, IQ- 
STAI: | 

Tt Corrected from “«Avasatthya.” 

t+ Neither thence nor from Kullüka's comments is much to be gleaned 
touching the five fires. 

$$ Also see Vol. III., p. 175, note $; aud Vol. IV., p. 11, note 1. 

g* 
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Hari,* took to flight. Báüa, when he saw Sankara 
disabled, the Daityas destroyed, Guha fled, and Siva’s 
followers? slam, $ advanced, on his vast car,—the 
horses of which were harnessed) by Nandísa,—'i to 
encounter Kfishha and his associates Bala and Pra- 
dyummna.** The valiant Balabhadra, attacking the host 
of Bana, wounded them, in many ways, with his ar- 
rows, and put them to a shameful rout;+7 and their 
sovereign beheld them dragged about by Rama, ii with 
his ploughshare, or beaten, by him, with his club, or 
pierced, by Krishha, $8 with his arrows. He, therefore, 
attacked Krishna; and a fight took place between then. 
They east at each other fiery shafts, that pierced 
through their armour: but Krishna intercepted, with 
his arrows, those of Bana, and cut them to pieces. 
Bana, nevertheless, wounded Kesava; and the wielder 
of the discus wounded Bana; and both, desirous of 
victory, and seeking, enraged, the death of his antag- 
onist, hurled (various) missiles at each other. Wills 


* The original has Krishna. 
T i. e., Kárttikeya. 
t To render pramatha-sainya. 
S SITSUISIU, *by the bearer of the bow Sarnga” , the original par- 
ticularizes. 

|| Read ‘driven ’,—sangrihita. 

q Also called Nandi and Nandin. Generally he is represented as a 
follower of Siva. See Vol. I., Preface, Do ANXDX  andip 22 

** The Sanskrit here calls ipn by his patronym, Karshni. 


+t qaaa aghat qa TATHUT : 
faatu att: VAN WW aware |I 
Ratnagarbha ends the second verse with SIHGEITUSITSEGE: : and some 
MSS. give, with this readiug, Moms instead of WARI 
tt Bala, in the original. 
$$ The Sanskrit has Chakrin. 


uy. 
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an infinite number of arrows* had been cut to pieces, 
and the weapons began to be exhausted, f Krishna: 
resolved to put Bana to death. The destroyer § of the 
demon-host, therefore, took up his discus, Sudarsana, 
blazing with the radiance of a hundred suns As he! 
was in the act of casting it, the mystical goddess Ko- 
faví," the magic lore of the demons, stood, naked, 
before him.!** Seeing her before him, Krishna, TT with 
unclosed eyes, cast Sudarsana, to cut off the arms: of 
Bana. The discus, dreaded, in its flight, by the whole 
of the weapons of the demons, lopped off, successively, 


ee U a ————ÓÓ€É 


! Kotavi (araq) is said to be an eighth portion of Rudrani, 
and the tutelary goddess of the Daityas, composed of incantations 
(ama). §§ The Hari Varsa | calls her, also, Lamba, and in- 
timates her being the mother of Bana, and as identical with 
Durga. The word, in the lexicons, designates a naked woman, 
and is, thence, applicable to Durga, in some of her forms. 


* The Sanskrit yields “all the arrows”. 

t "Dd q Aafa malt | Ratnagarbha explains this as follows: 
maira dtafa ww ufa 

* Hari, in the original. 

$ Read *enemy",—art. 

! Here called, in the original, by his epithetical appellation, Madhu- 
a or Madhuvidwish, according to various copies. 

§ Variant: Kodavi. And Ratnagarbha, in my best MSS., has Kottavi. 


e aafaa dt FAT gt: 
TR says: Agat quaa abe duree WT | 


Also see note $$, below. 
++ The Sanskrit has Hari. 


+ ataq, according to Sridhara. ayay is Ratnagarbha’s reading. 
$$ This is from Sridhara, who says: wrzdl «Tr EG EHE faat- 
RAAR FATAAT CZTUT ALATT: | 


|| SZ. 10722. 
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the numerous arms of the Asura. Beholding Krishńa 
with the discus again in his hand, and preparing to 
launch it once more, for the total demolition of Bana, 
the foe of Tripura” (Siva,) respectfully addressed him. 
The husband of Umá, seeing the blood str E from 


* In the Eighth DEPO of the Revd-mahatmya, it is said, that ign 
kshetra, where Siva flung down Tripura, the Asnra, lies to the north of 
the Narmada. ‘The Twenty-ninth Chapter of the same work somewhat 
discordantly relates as follows. The demon Bana, in reward of his auster- 
ities as a votary of Siva, received from him the gift of a city. Brahma 
and Vishüu adding, each, another, he obtained the epithet of Tripura, or 
Toinoltc. When slain by Siva, as he was traversing the heavens, a 
part of his carcase fell near the well-known mountain Srigaila, in Siddha- 
kshetra; another fragment, not far from Amarakantaka; and the remainder, 
in the vicinity of 'Ganpdsdgara. The weapon, Aghorastra, with which 
he was demolished, reached the earth at a point of the Narmada hard 
by Jaleswaratirtha, and sank to Rasátala, the nethermost of the infernal 
stages. 

Where this tale is briefly rehearsed in the Ganesa Upapuráńa,— Prior 
Section, Chapter LXXL,— Báua carries off Pradyumna, whose father, 
Krishia, attacks the giant, and, after propitiating Ganesa, overcomes the 
monster, and takes possession of his city, Sonitapura. Some ten chapters 
of the first half of the Gaiesa Upapurdita, beginning with the thirty-eight. 
are taken up with Tripura or Bana. 

Tripuri, the capital of the Chedis,—a place connected with the preceding 
legends,— I discovered, while exploring the banks of the Narmada, in the 
insignificant village of Tewar. See the Journal of the American Oriental 
Society, Vol. VI., p. 516. 

+ The Translator has strangely misunderstood the import of the fol- 
lowing stanzas: 

HAT AY AAA sTarerrastfaqa | 
RE TRS ATMA TA TESTI t T 
fea anara q atg ayaa: | 
HATAUATATT famrafagcfaat i l 

Ratnagarbha reads fed, 5 for fad: Aue, for -wWUüre; 
and aaa ag, for STEHEH GE One other variant which I find is 
awa ag; and my Ajmere MS. interpolates, after the first verse of 
the extract: - n 

fame Wa agai gaaf | 
t Umdypati. 
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the dissevered arms of Bana, approached Govinda, to 
solicit a suspension of hostilities,* and said to him: 
“Krishna, Krishna, lord of the world, I know thee, first 
of spirits, the supreme lord, infinite felicity, without 
beginning or end, and beyond all things? This sport 
of universal being, in which thou takest the persons 
of god, animals, and men, is a subordinate attribute of 
thy energy.$ Be propitious, therefore, O lord, (unto 
me). I have given Bana assurance of safety. Do not 
thou falsify that which I have spoken. He has grown 
old in devotion) to me. Let him not incur thy dis- 
pleasure. The Daitya has received a boon from me; 
and, therefore, I deprecate thy wrath.” When he had 
concluded, Govinda, dismissing his resentment against 
the Asura, looked graciously on the lord of Uma,% the 
wielder of the trident, ** and said to him: “Since you, 
Sankara, have given a boon unto Bana, let him live. 
From respect to your promises, my discus is arrested.TT 
The assurance of safety granted by you is granted 
(also,) by me. You are fit to apprehend that you are 
not distinct from me. it That which I am thou art; and 


* THUS | 

Y Purushottama. 

t “Beyond all things" is to render para. 
s Zafariy srircagurfarat i 

Mas iyaa du WETSUWUT i 

|| Samsraya. 

«| Umapati. 

** Sula-pani, 
+ agaaa qh frafaar i 
zcmwrsfafugurardi geaefa ua | 


“You must perceive," &c. 


+ 
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that, also, is this world, with its gods, demons, * and 
mankind. Men contemplate distinctions, because they 
are stupified by ignorance," So saying, Kiishha went 
to the place where the son of PradyumnaT was con- 
fined. The snakes that bound him were destroyed, 
being blasted by the breath of Garuda; and Kfishna, 
placing him, along with his wife, upon the celestial 


bird, $ returned, with Pradyumna and Rama, to Dwá- 
raka. *|| 


ee a M UM U 


! There can be little doubt that this legend describes a serious 
struggle between the Saivas and Vaishüavas, in which the latter, 
according to their own report, were victorious; and the Saivas. 
although they attempt to make out a sort of compromise between 
Rudra and Krishna, are obliged to admit his having the worst 
of the conflict, and his inability to protect his votary. The Bha- 
gavata tells the story much as the text. The Hari Vamsa ampli- 
fies, eveu more than usual; the narrative occupying nearly se- 
venty pages of the French translation. The legend is to be found, 
to the same purport, but in various degrees of detail, in the Agni 
Purana, Kürma Purana, Padma Purana (Uttara Khanda), Va- 
mana Purana, and Brahma Vaivarta Purana, (Krishna Janma 
Kharida). 


* Asura. 

+ In the original, Pradyumni, Aniruddha is intended. 
+ The Sanskrit has Anirnddha. 

§ To represent Garutmat. 


| SIHAT Traatfarsrarz XT VTA | 


“Rama, Karshni, and Damodara went to the city of Dwaraka.” 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


Paundraka, a Vasudeva, assumes the insignia and style of Krishna, 

supported by the king of Kasi. Krishna marches against and 

destroys them. The son of the king sends a magical being 

against Krishna: destroyed by his discus, which also sets Be- 
nares on fire, and consumes it and its inhabitants. 


MAITREYA.—Of a truth, the divine Sauri, having 
assumed a mortal body, performed great achievements 
in his easy victories over Sakra, and Siva,* and all 
their attendant divinities.T I am now desirous to hear 
from you, illustrious (sage), what other mighty exploit 
the humiliator of the prowess of the celestials per- 
formed. 

PanASARA.— Hear, excellent Brahman, ł with rev- 
erent attention, an account of the burning of Varanasi § 
by Ktishna, in the course of his relieving the burthens 
of the earth. | 

There was a Vasudeva who was called Paundraka,' 


! From being, the commentator ™ says, king of Pundra.** The 


2, 
* Sarva, in the original. 
3 


fW mH wuwelfefsurWI ag WW | 
farra wr We cw weg wen 1 

t Viprarshi; the same as Brahmarshi, for which term see Vol. HI., 
p. 68, text and note 1. 

§ Corrected, here and everywhere below, from ''Varánas!" or “Va- 
ranasi.” 

| ATCTAATE | Variant: ACTATATT | 

« The two commentators have identically the same explanation of the 
name in question: UIST: “born in the country of the Paundras.” 
They do not call Paundraka a king. 

** See Vol. IL, p. 170, note 5, 
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and who, though not the Vasudeva, was flattered, by 
ignorant people, as the descended deity, until he 
fancied himself to be the Vasudeva’ who had come 
down upon earth.* Losing all recollection (of his real 
character), he assumed the emblems of Vishnu, and 
sent an ambassador to the magnanimous Ktishna, with 
this message: “Relinquish, thou foolish fellow, the 
discus. Lay aside all my insignia, my name, and the 
charaeter of Vásudeva, and come and do me homage; 
and I will vouchsafe thee means of subsistence.” + At 
which, Janárdana laughed, and replied: “Go, mes- 
senger, back to Paundraka, and say to him, from me: 
‘I will despatch? to thee my emblem the discus, with- 
out fail. Thou wilt rightly apprehend my meaning, 
and consider what is to be done; for I shall come to 


Bhagavata§ calls him chief of the Karushas;)) the Padma, king 
of Kasi; but the Bhagavata, as well as our text, makes the king 
of Kasi his friend and ally. 

1 According to the Padma Purana, he propitiates Siva, and 
obtains from him the insignia which constitute a Vásndeva. The 
different authorities for this legend all use the term Vasudeva in 
the sense of a title. 


< AGA ayaa aged sHagta 
waditrafagal ATAA RA: N 
a Ù agas gaad adta | 
t agaaa as gaT aa fana: | 
graat stfaarara aay A wurfei aS n 
asd, for aq, is the reading of some MSS. 
i WHOW | 
$ X, Latter Section, Chapter XVI. 


|| See Vol. II., p. 240, notes 1, etc. 
«| [n all such cases, read “king of the Kasis.” 
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thy city, bringing the discus with me, and shall, un- 
doubtedly, consign? it to thee. If thou wilt command 
me to come, I will immediately obey, and be with thee 
to-morrow. There shall be no delay. And, having 
sought thy asylum, I will so provide, O king, that I 
shall never more have anything to dread from thee.’” 
So saying, he dismissed the ambassador, (to report 
these words to his sovereign), and, summoning,? Ga- 
ruda, § mounted him, and set off for the city (of Paun- 
draka ^. 


' The Hari Vaiisa and Padma Purana send Paundraka to 
Dwaraka. According to the latter, Narada incites Pamidraka to 
the aggression, telling him he cannot be a Vasudeva till he has 
overcome Krishna. He goes, and is killed. Fhe former work, 
as usual, enters into particulars of its own invention. Krishna 
is absent on a visit to Siva at Kailasa; and, during his absence, 
Pautidraka, assisted by Ekalavya, | king of the Nishádas, makes 
a night-attack upon Dwaraka. They are resisted by the Y adavas, 
under Sátyaki and Balarama; by the former of whom Pawidraka 
is repeatedly overthrown, and all but slain. He requires so much 
killing, however, that he is likely to obtain the victory; when 
Ktishia comes to the aid of his kinsmen, and, after a protracted 
encounter, deseribed in language employed a hundred times be- 
fore, kills his competitor. The whole of the sections called the 
Kailasa Yátrá—or Krishüa's Journey to Kailása,—must have 
been wanting in the copy used by M. Langlois, as they are not 
included in his translation. The chapters of the Hari Vamésa, 


o wqegifa | 
tay q afganga ANIZTA | 
Wdurgfeg aga azs faafaaR u 
t EATA, “calling to mind.” 
§ In die Sanskrit, Garutmat. 
|| See Vol. IV., p. 113, note 1. 
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When the king of Kasi* heard of the preparations of 
Kesava, he sent his army (to the aid of Paundraka), 
himself bringing up the rear; and, with the force of 
the king of Kasi,: and his own troops, Pautdraka, the 
(false) Vasudeva, marched to meet Kfishha.$ Hari 
beheld him afar off, standing in his ear, holding a dis- 
eus, a club, a mace, a scimitar, and a lotos, m his 
hands; ornamented with a garland of flowers; bearmg 
a bow; and having his standard made of gold. He had, 
also, the Srivatsa mark delineated on his breast; he 
was dressed in yellow garments, and decorated with 
ear-rings and a tiara.** When the god whose standard 
is Garuda beheld him, he laughed with a deep laugh, 
and engaged in conflict with the hostile host of cavalry 
and elephants, fighting with swords, FF scimitars,+ 


according to his enumeration of them, are 261: my copy 
has 316. §§ 


* Kasi-pati. See note i, below. 
+ adiaua: ufa ure | 


Ratnagarbha defines urng: by AST, ‘ally’ Compare Vol. IV.» 
p. 2, text and note 1. 

t Kasi-raja. See Vol. IV., p. 344, supplementary note on p. 87. 

§ The original has Kesava. 

|| Probably the Translator forgot to strike out this word, after inserting 
‘club’, Kfishüa has only four insignia, named, in the original, as 
follows: 


mu eru sns wrfunrarepsm | 
For Kfishüa's complete equipment of weapons, vide infra, p. 149. 
«| Vide supra, p. 13, text and note}. For the srivatsa of the Jainas, 
see Colebrooke's Miscellaneous Essays, Vol. Il., p. 210. 
** Kirita. ++ Nistriméa. tt Rishti. 
$$ The Calcutta edition has 326; the Bombay edition, 317, in three 
Sections of 55, 128, and 134, severally. 
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maces, tridents,* spears, T and bows. Showering upon 
the enemy the shafts from his Sarnga! bow, and hurl- 
ing at them his mace and discus, he § quickly destroyed 
both the army of Pauidraka and that of the king of 
Kasi. |) He then said to the former, who was foolishly 
wearing his emblems: “Paundraka, you desired me, by 
your envoy, to resign to you all my insignia. I now 
deliver them to you. Here is my discus. Here I give 
up my mace. And here is Garuda: let him mount upon 
thy standard." Thus speaking, he let fly the discus 
and the mace, by which Pauüidraka was cut to pieces, 
and cast on the ground; whilst the Garuda (on his 
banner) was demolished by the Garuda (of Vishnu). 
The people, beholding this sight, exclaimed “Alas! 
alas!” But the valiant king of Kási, * adhering to the 
imposture of his friend, continued the conflict, y till 
Saurii decapitated him with his arrows, shooting his 
head into the city of Kasi,§§ to the marvel of all the 
inhabitants. Having, thus, slain Pauńdraka and the 


king of Kási,||| with all their followers, Sauri returned 


* Sula, ‘pikes’. 

+ Sakti. 

* Corrected from “Sdranga”, a mistake found in Professor Wilson's 
Hindu-made version. 

§ Janardana, in the original. 

|| Kasi-raja. 

« Garutmat, in the Sanskrit; and so twice, just below. 


** @TTTATatay:, “king of the Kasis,” literally. 
i+ aga ngaa faaan fare: à 
The two commentators remark, in the same words: wapaat I 
arya fea: wepgu | 
tt This name does uot appear in the original. 
$$ Adsi-puri, “the city of the Kasis.” 
|! || Kasi-raja. 
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to Dwáraká,* where he lived in the enjoyment of 
heavenly delights. 7 

When the inhabitants of Kasit saw the head of their 
king$ shot into their city, they were much astonished, 
and wondered how it could have happened, and by 
whom the deed could have been done. || Having ascer- 
tained that the king had been killed by Krishna, i the 
son of the monarch (of Kási),! together with the priest 
of the family, propitiated Sankara; and that deity, well 
pleased to be adored in the sacred place** Avimukta.tt 
desired the prince to demand a boon. On which he 
prayed, and said: “O lord, mighty god, through thy 
favour, let thy mystic spirit? arise to destroy Krishna, 
the murderer of my father.” “It shall be so,” answered 
Sankara. And from out of the southern fire$$ up- 
sprang a vast and formidable female,’ like flame out of 


! The Bhágavata | names him Sudakshina; the Padma, Danda- 
pani. 
2 A personified Kfityá, a magical creation. The Padma has 


* The Sanskrit has Dwaravati. 


+ qeárcadi UTA LA Saray WW | 
* Not literal. 
$ Kasi-pati. 
| afe: ufad get aa arfsrua: gx i 
aa: faafaa ataaafafan: u 
q Vasudeva, in the original. 
** Maha-kshetra. 
++ This name of Benares is found in the Kasi-kharda, as well. It 
occurs, also, in the Jdbdla Upanishad. See my Benares, &c., p. 4, note 2. 
tt “Thy mystic spirit" is to translate Avityd, for which see note 2 in 
the present page. 
$$ Dakshindgm. Vide supra, p. 114, note 1. 
l|! X., Latter Section, XVI., 27. 
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fire, blazing with ruddy light, and with fiery radiance 
streaming amidst her hair.* Angrily she called upon 
Krishna, and departed to Dwáraká; 7 where the people, 
beholding her, were struck with dismay, and fled, for 
protection, to Madhustidana, the refuge of all worlds. 
The wielder of the discus, knowing that the fiend $ 
had been produced by the son of the king of Kási || 
through his adoration of the deity whose emblem is a 
bull, and being engaged in sportive amusements, and 
playing at dice, said to the discus: “Kill this fierce 
creature, i whose tresses are of plaited flame.” Accord- 
ingly, Sudarsana, the discus of Vishnu, immediately 
attacked the fiend,** fearfully enwreathed with fire, 
and wearing tresses of plaited flame. T3 Terrified at the 
might of Sudarsana, the creation of Maheswara 
awaited not his attack, but fled with speed, pursued by 
him with equal velocity, until she reached Varanasi, 
repelled by the superior might of the discus of Vishnu. 


the same. The Bhágavata makes the product of the sacrificial 
fire a male, and sends him to Dwaraka, accompanied by a host 
of Bhitas, Siva’s attendant goblins. 


——————————————————M———ÉÉ 


* My MSS. present a great variety of readings in the epithets applied 
to the being under description. 

+ Dwaravati, in the Sanskrit. 

t Chakrin. 

$ Mahd-kritya. 

|| Kasi-raja. 

«| Kritya. 

** Krityd. 

++ This is far from literal; and the same may be said of the remainder 
of the paragraph. 


HAT ATA | 
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The army of Kási,* and the host of the demigods 
attendant upon Siva, T armed with all kinds of weap- 
ons, then sallied out, to oppose the discus; but, skilled 
in the use of arms, he consumed (the whole of) the 
forces by his radiance, and then set fire? to the city, 
in which the magic power of Siva$ had concealed 
herself! Thus was Varanasi burnt, with all its princes 
and their followers, its inhabitants, horses, elephants, 
and men, treasures and granaries, houses, palaces, | 
and markets. The whole of a city that was inacces- 
sible to the gods** was, thus, wrapped in flames by the 
discus of Hari, and was totally destroyed. The discus, 
then, with unmitigated wrath, and blazing fiercely, and 
far from satisfied with the accomplishment of so easy 
a task, returned to the hand of Vishnu.’ Ft 


! According to the Bhágavata, the magical being, himself, 
destroys Sudakshina and his priest; but Sudarsana consumes the 
people and the city. The Padma ascribes the destruction of the 
king and all his city to the discus. The Hari Vamsa closes its 
narrative with the death of Paundraka, and makes no mention 
of the destruction of Benares. The circumstance}; is alluded to, 
in a preceding section (s. 159), by Narada, when detailing the 
exploits of Krishna. 

? In this legend, again, we have a contest between the followers 


* Káéi-bala; which may mean either “the army of the Kásis" or “the 
army of the king of the Kasis,” 
+ This phrase is to represent pramatha. 
E arta implies combustion. 
§ “The magic power of Siva" is to render Aityá. 
|| Prákara. « Chatwara. 
* «ferai guxfu i 
tt The latter portion of this paragraph is translated very freely. 


tt Namely, of the burning of Benares, 


+ 
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of Visbńu and Siva intimated; as, besides the assistance given, 
by the latter, to Pauüdraka, Benares—Varanasi or Avimukta, * 
—has been, from all time, as it is at present, the high place ot 
the Saiva worship.t There is, also, an indication of a Vaishnava 
schism, in the competition between Paundra and Kfishüa for the 
title of Vásudeva and the insignia of his divinity. 


* Corrected from *Atimukti". Vide supra, p. 126, text and note tf. 
+ See my Benares, &e., p. 18, note 2. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 


Samba carries off the daughter of Duryodhana, but is taken pri- 

soner. Balarama comes to Hastinapura, and demands his 

liberation: it is refused: in his wrath, he drags the city towards 

him, to throw it into the river. The Kuru chiefs give up 
Samba and his wife. 


MAITREYA.—I have a (great) desire to hear, (ex- 
cellent) Brahman, some further account of the exploits 
of Balarama.* You have related to me his dragging 
the Yamuná,T and other mighty deeds; but you can 
tell me, venerable sir,t some other of his§ acts. 

PARÁSARA.- Attend, Maitreya, to the achievements 
performed by Rama, who is the eternal, illimitable 
Sesha, the upholder of the earth. At the choice of a 
husband by the daughter| of Duryodhana, the princess 
was carried off by the hero Samba, the son of Jamba- 
vatí. T Being pursued by Duryodhana,™ Karna, T+ 
Bhishma, tį Drona, and other celebrated chiefs, who 
were incensed at his audacity, he was defeated and 
taken prisoner.§§ When the Yádavas heard of the oc- 


* Balabhadra, in the Sanskrit. 

+ Vide supra, pp. 65—68. 

t Mahabhaga. 

§ Bala's, according to the original. 

|| Her name was Lakshmana, according to the Bhdyavata-purdaia, X., 
Latter Section, XVIII, 1. 

«| Vide supra, p. 79, note €; and p. 107. 

** See Vol. IV., p. 158. 

Tt Ibid., pp. 102 and 126. 

tł Ibid., p. 157. 


s AA FRI WeTW Td up erue: | 
ster rarus saepe fafsa i 


The translation of this stanza, as will be seen, is considerably interpolated. 
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currence, their wrath was kindled against Duryodhana 
and his associates; and they prepared to take up arms 
against them.* But Baladeva,T in accents interrupted 
by the effects of ebriety,: forbade them, and said: “I 
will go, alone, to the sons of Kuru. $ They will liberate 
Sámba, at my request." Accordingly, he went to the 
elephant-styled city|| (Hastinápura), but took up his 
abode in a grove without the town, which he did not 
enter. When Duryodhana and the rest heard that he 1 
had arrived there, they sent him a cow, a present of 
fruits and flowers, and water."* Bala received the offer- 
ing in the eustomary form, and said to the Kauravas: 
“Ugrasena tt commands you to set Samba at liberty." 
When Bhíshma, Drona, Karna, Duryodhana, and the 
others heard this, they were (very) angry; and Bah- 
likat and other (friends of the) Kauravas, who looked 
upon the Yadu race as not entitled to regal dignity, 
said to the wielder of the club:$$ “What is this, Bala- 
bhadra, that thou hast uttered? What Yádava shall 
give orders to the chiefs of the family of Kuru?|| If 
Ugrasena issues his mandates to the Kauravas, then 


* qw afagd HET | 

+ The Sanskrit has Bala. 

1 ASMAARATATA | 

§ Kaurava. 

|| I find two readings,— FAC ATARIZ and AIC WAHAA | 
For Hastinapura or Hastinapura, see Vol. IV., p. 139. 
«| Bala, in the original. 

“ magh FI CUIU vaAATAA | 

+t See Vol. IY., p. 98; also, supra, p. 45. 

tł See Vol. IV, p. 154, where correct * Vahlika”. 
$8 Musaldyudha. Vide supra, p. 67, note ««. 

|||] See Vol. IV., pp. 148 and 152. 


9* 


132 VISHNU PURANA. 


we must take away the white umbrella that he has 
usurped, and which is fit only for kings.* Depart, 
therefore, Balarama. You are entitled to our respect: 
but Samba has been guilty of improper conduct; and 
we will not liberate him, either at Ugrasena’s com- 
mands, or yours. The homage that is due to us, their 
superiors, by the Kukura? and Andhaka§ tribes, may 
not be paid by them. But who ever heard of a com- 
mand issued by a servant to his master?) Elevation 
to an equal seat has rendered you arrogant. We have 
committed a great mistake, in neglecting, through our 
friendship for you, the policy (that teaches the danger 
of treating the abjeet with deference)." Our sending 
you (to-day,) a respectful present?* was an intimation 


E sc = gS A 
' agi my teasa: i 

So reads Sridhara, from whom Ratnagarbha differs, in ending the verse 
with WASA: | 

+ Bala, in the Sanskrit. 

t Corrected from “Kukkura”. For Knkura, see Vol. IV., p. 97. 

§ See Vol, IV., p. 96. Instead of the ordinary reading, KI RD E M 
my oldest and best MSS. of Ratnagarbha's text have Hears: , “titular 
Kurus.” 

| wurfaedit aaan gR: | 
a aa AT AAT RAJATI Arias yaa: N 

This is Sridhara’s reading. Ratnagarbha substitutes Alaa for 
BTITUt, and yaaa for HATIA; | Also see note §, above. It is 
scarcely worth while to dwell on the Translator's misapprehension of 
this unimportant passage. 

In the couplet cited occurs the word drya, in connexion with which 
the reader will, perhaps, pardon a digression. The reverse of arya, anarya, 
‘disreputable’, has, in Hindi, become corrupted into andri, ‘inexpert’, 
‘artless’, ‘stupid’. It being assumed, further, by popular etymology, 
that andri is compounded of a and nari, we have, by the prefixing of 
su, ‘good’, to the latter, sundri, ‘expert’, ‘knowing’, ‘clever’. 

Vat erat waa Aaaa aN KAT i 
"* Argha. 
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of (personal) regard, which it was neither fit for our 
race to have proffered, norfor yours to have expected.” 

Having thus spoken, the Kuru chiefs, unanimously 
refusing to set the son of Hari at large, immediately 
returned into the city.* Bala, f rolling about with in- 
toxication, and the wrath which their contemptuous 
language had excited, struck the ground furiously with 
his heel, so that it burst to pieces with a loud sound 
that reverberated through the regions of space. + 
His eyes reddened with rage, and his brow was 
eurved with frowns, as he exclaimed: “What arro- 
gance is this, in such vile and pithless creatures! The 
sovereignty of the Kauravas, as well as our own, is the 
work of fate,§ whose decree it, also, is, that they now 
disrespect or disobey the commands of Ugrasena. 
Indra |! may, of right, give his orders to the gods; and 
Ugraseua exercises equal authority with the lord of 
Sachi. Fie upon the pride that boasts a throne the leav- 
ings of a hundred mortals!" Is not he the sovereign 
of the earth, the wives of whose servants adorn them- 
selves with the blossoms of the Párijáta-tree? Ugra- 
sena shall be the undisputed king of kings; for I will 
not return to his capital, until I have rid the world 


wholly of the sons of Kuru.“ [ will destroy Karna, 


L fafaqusatsaa | + The original has Halayudha. 


i A free rendering; and so is the rest of the Chapter, generally. 
§ Kala. || Sachipati, in the Sanskrit. 


* fagana gfetat aTa? | 
So reads Sridhara. Ratnagarbha begins the verse with faga ut 
WTÉSES | 
“ FARA AY Baas: a fasg | 
aa ferai wat areata aga i 
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Duryodhana, Drona, Bhishma, Bahlika, Dulisasana,* 
Bhüris$ravas,T Somadatta,? Sala,§ Bhima, Arjuna, Yu- 
dhishthira, || the twins, and all the other vile descend- 
ants of Kuru, with their horses, elephants, and chariots. 
I will rescue the hero Samba from captivity, and 
carry him, along with his wife, to Dwáraká, where I 
shall again. behold Ugrasena and the rest of my kin. 
Or, authorized by the king of the gods to remove the 
burthens of the earth, I will take this capital of the 
Kauravas,"* with all the sons of Kuru, and cast the city 
of the elephanttt into the Bhagirathi.” 3 

So saying, the wielder of the club, $$ (Baladeva), his 
eyes red with rage, plunged the blade of his plough- 
share,| downwards, beneath the ramparts of the city, 11 
and drew them towards him. When the Kauravas be- 
held Hastinápura tottering, they were much alarmed, 
and ealled loudly (on Ráma), saying: *Ráma, Ráma! 
Hold, hold! Suppress your wrath! Have mercy upon 
us! Here 1s Sámba, and his wife, also, delivered up to 


Pesce Vol. iV. p. 158. 

t Ratnagarbha's text introduces both Bhuri and Bhürisravas. , 

i For Somadatta and his sons, Bhüri, Bhürisravas, and Sala, see 
VoL DV pior. , 

§ Corrected from *Salya", for which I find no authority. See note 7, 
abovel; also, supra, p. 70, text and note +». 

|| For these three personages, see Vol. IV., pp. 102 and 159. 

*| According to the commentators, Nakula and Sahadeva. See, for 
them, Vol. IV., pp. 103 and 159. 

** Kauravádhánt, 


Tt TAS ATAATH AA | 
$+ See Vol. IIL, p. 303. 
$$ Musaláyudha. Vide supra, p. 67, note **. 


[||| “The blade of his ploughshare" is to render hela. Vide supra, 
p. 51, note ||. 
qq; Prákara-vapra. 
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thee. Forgive our sins, committed in ignorance of thy 
wondrous power.”* Accordingly, issuing, hurriedly, 
from the city, the Kauravas delivered Samba and his 
bride to the mighty Balarama, who, bowing to Bhish- 
ina, Drona, and Kripa, who addressed him in concil- 
iatory language, said “I am satisfied,” and so desisted. 
The city bears the marks of the shock it received, even 
to the present day,—such was the might of Rama,— 
proving both his strength and prowess. The Kauravas, 
then, offering homage to Samba and to Bala,: dis- 
missed the former, with his wife and a bridal portion.' 


! This adventure is related in the Bhágavata, and very briefly 
noticed in the Hari Vamsa; but I have not found any mention 
of it in the Mahabharata, It may have been suggested, originally, 
by Hastinapura having sustained some injury, either from an 
earthquake, or from the encroachments of the river, which, as is 
recorded, compelled the removal of the capital to Kausámbi 
(Vol. IV., p. 164). 


* RÍSSITHHSRTSTU I NIHTHWCTTSISITRO | 
+ See Vol. IV., p. 147. 
* Halin, in the Sanskrit. Vide supra, p. 84, note f. Halin means 
the same as Halayudha, for which vide supra, p. 63, text and note ||. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


The Asura Dwivida, in the form of an ape, destroyed by Balarama. 


HEAR, also, Maitreya, another exploit performed by 
the mighty Balarama.* The great Asura,} the foe of 
the friends of the gods, Naraka,} had a friend, of ex- 
ceeding prowess, in the monkey named Dwivida, who 
was animated by implacable hostility against the deities, 
and vowed to revenge on the whole of them the de- 
struction of Naraka by Kfishna, at the instigation of 
the king of the celestials, by preventing sacrifices, and 
effecting the annihilation of the mortal sphere. Blinded 
by ignorance, he, accordingly, interrupted all religious 
rites, subverted all righteous observances, and occa- 
sioned the death of living beings. He set fire to the 
forests, to villages, and to towns; sometimes he over- 
whelmed cities and hamlets with falling rocks; or, 
lifting up mountains in the waters,§ he cast them into 
the ocean: then, taking his place amidst the deep, he 
agitated the waves, until the foaming sea rose above 
its confines, and swept away the villages and cities 
situated upon its shores. Dwivida, also, who could as- 
sume what shape he would, enlarged his bulk to an 
immense size: and, rolling, and tumbling, and tramp- 
ling amidst the cornfields, he crushed and spoiled 


* Bala, in the original. 
Y Asurendra. 

i Vide supra, pp. 87, et seq. 

$ aay | Some MSS. have VIGNI „—“in boats”,—a reading noticed 


by Ratnagarbha, 
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the harvests.* The whole world, disordered by this 
iniquitous monkey, was deprived of sacred study T and 
religious rites,} and was greatly afflicted. 

On one occasion, Haláyudha$ was drinking in the 
groves of Raivata, along with the illustrious Revati | 
and other beautiful females; and the distinguished 
Yadu, in whose praises songs were sung, and who was 
preeminent amidst graceful and sportive women, re- 
sembled Kubera, the god of riches, in his palace. 
Whilst thus engaged, the monkey (Dwivida) came 
there, and, stealing the ploughshare** and the club of 
Baladeva,tT grinned at and mocked him, $t and laughed 
at the women, and threw over and broke the cups filled 
with wine.$$ Balaráma,|| becoming angry at this, 


* AAE AFTEN AAT HUIDSDUU: | 
quus: dusufa aac: | 
+ Swadhyaya. 
+ Vashatkara. See Vol. II., p. 29, note $; and Vol. III., p. 122, note +. 
$ Vide supra, p. 63, note ||. || See Vol. HI, p. 254. 
« ausi terae faaan A rfererers: | 
TH agate: FEE CE IE N 
So reads Sridhara, according to the only copy of his commentary at 
my command. Both the scholiasts give the first line hypermetrical, as 
above; bnt Ratnagarbha has -wiIWo, instead of -artfae. In lieu of 
Sridhara’s afe. at the end of the stanza, I find, everywhere else, 
at , “on Mandara". On this mountain was Chaitraratha, the garden 
of Kubera. See Vol. IL, p. 110, note +; and Vol. IV., p. 6. ** Hala. 
++ The Sanskrit has Sirin. See Vol. IV., p. 82, note t; and Vol. HI., 
p. 332, note 4. Sirin is the same as Halin, &c. Vide supra, p. 135, 


note i. 


Wate Hu ww fugere | 
ss wrerguiiwp aaia F wat |a 
For ATE, some MSS, have TEA | 


||| Bala, in the original. 
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threatened the monkey: but the latter disregarded his 
menaces, and made a chattering noise;* on which, 
Bala, starting up, seized his club, in wrath; and the 
monkey f laid hold of a large rock, which he hurled 
at the hero. Bala, casting his club at it, as it neared 
him, broke it into a thousand fragments, which, toge- 
ther with the club, fell upon the ground. Beholding 
the club prostrate, the monkey sprang over it, and 
struck the Yádava violently on the breast with his 
paws. Bala replied with a blow of his fist upon the 
forehead$ of Dwivida, which felled him —vomiting 
blood, and lifeless,—to the earth. The crest of the 
mountain on which he fell was splintered into a hun- 
dred pieces by (the weight of) his body, as if the 
Thunderer| had shivered it with his thunderbolt. The 
gods threw down a shower of flowers upon Rama, and 
approached him, and praised him for the glorious feat 
he had performed. “Well has the world been freed,” 
said they, “by thy prowess, O hero, of this vile ape, 
who was the ally of the enemy of the gods!” Then 
they and their attendant spirits** returned, well pleased, 


‘con fafafaeareafaa | Variants: faafaa. and faafaa. i 
+ Plavaga. 
t frau q a at feat gala eee | 

fate azaay: wr uurd Wels | 

"nouas Yat WAAR’ TATA: | 

Saray TAU ASNTTAT SAT I 
§ Múrdhan. 
|| Vajrin, i. e., Indra. 
«| Daitya-pakshopakarin. 
** “Attendant spirits" is to render guhyaka. The Guhyakas attended 

on Kubera. See Vol. I., p. 122; Vol. III., p. 116, note t. 
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to heaven. Many such inimitable * deeds were wrought 
by the illustrioust Baladeva, (the impersonation of) 
Sesha, the supporter of the earth.’ 


nD 


! This exploit of Balarama is, also, similarly, but more vul- 
garly, related in the Bhágavata. It is simply said, in the Hari 
Varhśa,t— and erroneously, —that Mainda$ and Dwivida were 
conquered by Krishna. 


l 


* Aparimeya. 

+ Dhimat. 

+ Sl. 9802. 

$ Corrected from “Menda”. 


* 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 


Destruction of the Yadavas. Samba and others deceive and ridi- 

cule the Rishis. The former bears an iron pestle: it is broken, 

and thrown into the sea. The Yadavas go to Prabhasa, by 

desire of Krishna: they quarrel and fight, and all perish. The 

great serpent Sesha issues from the mouth of Rama. Krishna 

is shot by a hunter, and again becomes one with universal 
spirit. 

IN this manner did Kiishna, assisted by Baladeva, 
destroy demons * and iniquitous monarchs, for the good 
of the earth; and, along with Phalguna,'+ also, did 
het reheve earth of her load, by the death of innumer- 
able hosts.§ Having, thus, hghtened the burthens of 
the earth, and slain many (unrighteous princes), he 
exterminated, by the pretext of an tmprecation de- 
nounced by Brahmans, his own (Yadava) race. Then, 
quitting Dwáraká, and relinquishing his mortal being, | 


! A name of Arjuna, the great friend of Krishna, to whom 
the latter served as charioteer, in the war between the Pandus 
and Kurus. 


* Daitya. 
+ For the various names of Arjuna, and their origin, see the Mahabha- 
rata, Virdta-parvan, sl. 1375, et seq. 
i The original here names Hari. 
$ wawrarfgutsau | For akshauhini, vide supra, p. 50, notes 2 
and »«, 
| My Arrah MS. here inserts as follows: 
WIRT ATI UTS QugdI HATS: | 
war arafa arifu Sarat feaarerar i 
gaure fare gft: | 
ureeWueqanHuws fuu i 
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the self-born reentered, with all his emanations,’ his 
own sphere of Vishiiu. * 

Mairreya.—Tell me how Janárdana effected the 
destruction of his own race, under the plea of Brah- 
manical imprecation; and in what manner he relin- 
quished his mortal body.” 

PardSara.—At the holy placet Pindaraka,*: Vis- 
Satra Kanwa, | and the great sage Narada were 


! With Balarama, Sater AE and the rest. 

* The legend of the destruction of the Yadava race and the 
death of Krishna appears, probably, in its earliest extant form, 
in the Mausala Parvan of the Mahabharata. It forms the nar- 
rative portion of the Eleventh Book of the Bhagavata; having 
been previously briefly adverted to in the First and Third Books; 
and it is summarily told in the Uttara Khaüda of the Padma 
Purana, 

3 The village of Pinddraka, still held in veneration, is situated 
in Gujerat, about twenty miles from the north-west extremity of 
the Peninsula. Hamilton, Vol. I., is 664. 


comen mure ataa | 
qa gal Sesame qu: GUT | 

aata fadfa Sat wei ufatray | 

RIE warera ALISU AY il 

A second of my copies gives the same verses, with the variation of 
only three words. 

It is not palpable that this passage is an interpolation. The first line 
of it does not repeat the sense of what immediately precedes it,—Professor 
Wilson’s “relinquishing his mortal body”,—the Sanskrit of which is 
ora rS , t Cos pacers to both the commentators, AAAs, 
“pensonation of man.’ 

‘ann famed urd ufu gatas | 

+ Maha-tirtha. 

* Connected, perhaps, with Pindaraka, son of Vasudeva and Rohini. - 
Bee Vol. IV., p. 109, text and note ji. 

$ See Vol. IIL, p. 14, note 1, near the end. 

|| Ibid., p. 57. 
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observed by some boys of the Yadu tribe. Giddy with 
youth, and influenced by predestined results,* they 
dressed and adorned Samba, the son of Jambavati, as 
a damsel; and, conducting her to the sages, they ad- 
dressed them with the usual marks of reverence, and 
said: “What child will this female, the wife of Babhru, + 
who is anxious to have a son, give birth to?” The 
sages, who were possessed of divine wisdom, were very 
angry to find themselves thus tricked by the boys, and 
said: “She will bring forth a club, that shall crush the 
whole of the Yadava race.” The boys, thus spoken to 
by the sages, went and related all that had occurred to 
Ugrasena; and (as foretold,) a club was produced from 
the belly of Samba. Ugrasena had the club—which 
was of iron,—ground to dust, and thrown into the sea; 
but the particles of dust (there) became rushes." There 


! The term is Eraká (UQT), which is explained, in some 
medical lexicons, “a kind of grass." The commentator; also 
calls it a kind of grass; and, in the text of the Mahabharata, the 
term subsequently used, and as synonymous with it, is Trina 
(qq), ‘grass? The Mahabharata, when describing the affray 
which follows, mentions, that the grass, or rushes, on being 
plucked by Krishna and the Yádavas, turn to clubs. The text, 
and that of the Bhagavata, here say, that the powdered particles, 
floating on the sea, became rushes. Or the latter may imply, that 
they fastened upon grass or weeds. The commentator, however, 
explains, that, the particles of iron being borne to land, they 
were so transformed. The Mahabharata says nothing of the piece 


* arfaaranstiga: | 

+ See Vol. IV, p. 72. 

t U: | ATT AA TATAT AST: | Sridhara. ÇAT: | FATT 
aufayat: | Ratnagarbha. 
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was one part of the iron club which was like (the blade 
of) a lance,* and which the Andhakas could not 
break. + This, when thrown into the sea, was swal- 
lowed by a fish: the fish was caught, the iron spike 
was extracted from its belly, and was taken by a hunter 
named Jaras.: The all-wise$ and glorious Madhusü- 
dana did not think fit to counteract what had been 
predetermined by fate. 

Then there came to Kesava, when he was private 
and alone, a messenger from the gods, who addressed 
him with reverence, and said: “I am sent to you, O 
lord, by the deities. And do thou hear what Indra, | 
together with the Viswas, 1 Aswins, ** Marnts, Adityas, 
Rudras, and Sádhyas, respectfully represents. “More 
than a hundred years have elapsed since thou, m 
favour to the gods, TT hast descended upon earth, for 


which could not be pounded; and this seems to be an embellish- 
ment, either of our text or the Bhágavata. The Mahabharata, 
however, adds another precaution, which the two others have left 
unnoticed. Ugrasena causes a proclamation to be made, that none 
of the inhabitants of Dwaraka shall, thenceforth, drink wine, on 
pain of being impaled alive; and the people, for some time, ob- 
serve the prohibition. 


* Tomara. £ ave 
+ The original yields *triturate ': qufad THA | 
t Corrected from “Jara”. Vide infra, p. 152, note $. 


$ famTaqcare: | 

|| Sakra, in the Sanskrit. 

«| Vide supra, p. 101, note +. Ratnagarbha reads ‘ Vasus’. My Ajmere 
MS. yields *Ádityas, Rudras, Sádhyas, ASwins, Vasus, Agnis, Maruts, &c.,” 
and in this order. 

** I have inserted this word, inadvertently omitted by the Translator. 


UBECEE EL HCGE 
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the purpose of relieving it of its load. The demons* 
have been slain, and the burthen of earth has been 
removed. Now let the immortals once again behold 
their monarch in heaven. T A period exceeding a cen- 
tury has passed. Now, if it be thy pleasure, return to 
Swarga. This is the solicitation of the celestials. But, 
should such not be thy will, then remain here as long 
as it may be desirable to thy dependants.”*: To this, 
Krishna replied:§ “All that thou hast said I am well 
aware of. The destruction of the Yádavas by me has 
commenced. The burthens of the earth are not re- 
moved, until the Yádavas are extirpated. I will effect 
this, also, in my descent, and quickly: for it shall come 
to pass in seven nights. When I have restored the land 
of Dwáraká to the ocean, and annihilated the race of 
Yadu, I will proceed to the mansions of the immortals. 
Apprise the gods, that, having abandoned my human 
body, and accompanied by Sankarshana, I will then 
return to them. The tyrants that oppressed the earth, 

! Nothing of this kind occurs in the Mahabharata. Our text, 
therefore, offers an embellishment. The Bhágavata, again, im- 
proves upon the text; for, not content with a messenger, it makes 
Brahma (with the Prajapatis), Siva (with the Bhütas), Indra (with 
the other divinities), all come, in person; indicating, evidently, a 


* Daitya. 
taa wataifaeut vag fated ya: | 
: afime? Jeza qaaa | 
arentaat aaran Aaa gifa A: i 
$ MATITAITs | 
aay sega HONUWEDTSGIS | 
Wie vafa AMA aN aT t: 
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—Jarásandha and the rest,—have been killed: and a 
youth, even, of the race of Yadu, is, no less than they, 
an incumbrance. When, therefore, I have taken away 
this great weight upon earth, I will return to protect 
the sphere of the celestials.* Say this to them." The 
messenger of the gods, having received this reply, 
bowed, and took his heavenly course to the king of 
the gods. 

The mighty (Krishńa) now beheld signs and por- 
tents, T both in earth and heaven, prognosticating, day 
and night, the ruin of Dwáraká.! Showing these to the 


later date, as plainly as the addition of the text shows it to be 
subsequent to the date of the legend in the Mahabharata. 

' The Mahabharata, which delights in describing portents and 
signs, does not fail to detail them here. A dreadful figure, death 
personified. haunts every house, coming and going no one knows 
how, aud being invulnerable to the weapons by which he is as- 
sailed. Strong hurricanes blow; large rats multiply, and infest 
the roads and houses, and attack persons in their sleep; Sarikas 
(or starlings,) utter inauspicious screams in their cages; storks 
imitate the hooting of owls; and goats, the howling of jackals; 
cows bring forth foals; and camels, mules; food, in the moment 
of being eaten, is filled with worms; fire burns with discoloured 
flames; and, at sunset and sunrise, the air is traversed by headless 
and hideous spirits. There is more to the same effect, which 
ueither our text nor the Bhágavata has ventured to detail. The 
whole passage has been published in Maurice's Ancient History 
of Hindustan, Vol. 11., p. 463; translated, apparently, by the late 
Sir Charles Wilkins. ‘The names have been much disfigured either 
by the copyist or compositor. 


—— —^—€—— SS a ae e r 


* Amara-loka. 
+ "Signs and portents” is to reuder utpata. 
V. 10 
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Yádavas, he said: “See! Behold these fearful phe- 
nomena! Let us hasten to Prabhása, to avert these 
omens.”* When he had thus spoken to the eminent 
YaAdava,} the illustrious Uddhava? saluted and said to 
him: “Tell me, O lord, what it is proper that 1 should 
do. For it seems to me, that thou wilt destroy all this 
race. The signs (that are manifest) declare (nothing 
less than) the annihilation of the tribe.” Then Krishna § 
replied to him: “Do you go by a celestial route, which 
my favour shall provide you, to the holy (place) Ba- 
darikás$rama,| in the Gandhamádana mountain, the 
shrine of Naranáráyatia; i and, on that spot, sanctified 
by them, thou, by meditating on me, shalt obtain per- 
fection,** through my favour. When the race (of Yadu) 
shall have perished, I shall proceed to heaven; and the 
ocean shall inundate Dwáraká, when I have quitted it." 
Accordingly, Uddhava, thus instructed yy. by Kesava, 
saluted him with veneration, and departed to the shrine 
of Naranáráyana.' 


! In the Mahabharata, it is said, merely, that Uddhava, who 
was versed in dii foreseeing the destruction of the Y ádavas, 


* qataat sata ava at fata | 


F 'EELET d RUT UTA AACA: | 

This verse is M by Sridhara, but not by Ratnagarbha; and 
the sense is complete without it. My Ajmere MS. gives it; my Arrah 
MS. omits it. 

t See Vol. IV., p. 113, notes 1 and 3. 

§ Bhagavat, in the original. 

|, Ratnagarbha calls this hermitage by its shorter name, Badari, instead 
of Badarika, the form preferred by Sridhara. 

« We have already had mention of it. Vide supra, p. 62. 

* Siddhi, 

TT. Anumodita. 
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Then the Yádavas ascended their rapid cars, and 
drove to Prabhása,' along with Krishna, Rama, and 
the rest of their chiefs.” They bathed there; and, ex- 
cited * by Vasudeva, the Kukurasy7 and Andhakas in- 
dulged in liquor. As they drank, the destructive flame 
of dissension was kindled amongst them by mutual 
collision, and fed with the fuel of abuse. Infuriated by 
the divine influence, they fell upon one another with 
missile weapons;} and, when those were expended, 
they had recourse to the rushes § growing nigh. The 
rushes in their hands became like thunderbolts; and 
they struck one another, with them, fatal!) blows. 


went away; that is, according to the commentator, he practised 
penance, and went to heaven: SATA *[[TSTGITS UTATA | 
The Bhagavata, taking the hint, makes much more of it than our 
text, and expands it into a long course of instruction, given by 
Krishna to Uddhava, occupying 150 leaves. 

' Vide supra, p. 47. note 2. By sending the Yádavas to 
Prabhasa, (the commentator asserts,) Krishna prevented, pur- 
posely, the Yadavas from obtaining Mukti, ‘final liberation’, which 
would have been the consequence of dying at Dwáraká. Death 
at Prabhása conferred only Indra's heaven. 

? The Mahabharata describes them as going forth with horses, 
elephants, and cars, and their women and abundance of good 
cheer, and varieties of wine and meat: 


agamnfa Waa AAT: | 


| 


* Anumodita. 
+ Corrected, here and frequently elsewhere, from “ Kukkuras ". 
* Sastra, which almost always signifies an edged weapon, in contra- 
distinction from astra, ‘a missile weapon’. 
$ Erakd. Vide supra, p. 142, note 1. 
|| Sudarura. 
10* 
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Pradyumna, Samba, Kritavarman,* Sátyaki, + Anirud- 
dha, Pfithu, Vipfithu, ? Cháruvarman,$ Charuka, | 
Akrüra, and many others struck one another with the 
rushes, which had assumed the hardness of thunder- 
bolts’. Kesava interposed, to prevent them; but they 
thought that he was taking part with each, severally, 


! The Bhágavata, like the text, adverts only in this general 
manner to the conflict; but the Mahabharata gives the particulars. 
Yuyudhána'l reproaches Ktitavarman with having aided A$wat- 
thaman ** in his night-attack on the Pandu camp, and killing war- 
riors in their sleep. Pradyumna joins iu the abuse. Kritavarman 
retorts. Krishna looks at him angrily Satyaki repeats the story 
of the Syamantaka gem, by which he accuses Kfitavarman of 
being an accomplice in the murder of Sattrájita ty (See Vol. IV., 
pp. 75, et seq.). Satyabhámá, ii the daughter of the latter. then 
mixes in the quarrel, and incites Kfishüia to avenge her; but Sát- 
yaki anticipates him, and murders Kritavarman. Saineya $8 and 
the Bhojas attack Satyaki; the Andhakas defend him; and the 
affray becomes general. Krishia attempts to part the combatants, 
until Pradyumna is killed; and, then, taking up a handful of 
rushes, which become an iron club, he kills, indiscriminately. all 
that come in his way. The conflict continues. until the greater 
part of the combatants have fallen, including all Krishia’s sous; 
and he then, in wrath, sweeps off all the survivors, except Babhru 
and Daruka, with his discus. 


* See Vol. IV., p. 99. 
+ Jbid., p. 93. 
* For these two brothers, see Vol. IV., p. 96. 
§ I know nothing of him. In Vol. IV, p. 113, we have a Sucharu. 
One of my MSS. has Charudharman, 
|, The same as Charu, for whom see p. 78, supra. 
«| The same as Satyaki. See Vol. IV., p. 93. 
** See Vol. IV., p. 147. 
Tt Corrected from **Satrajit ". 
it See Vol. IV., p. 80. 
$8 Was this Satyaka, Sátyaki's father? See Vol. IV., p. 92. 
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and continued the conflict. Krishna, then, enraged, 
took up a handful of rushes, to destroy them; and the 
rushes became a club of iron. And with this he slew 
many of the murderous Yadavas; whilst others, fight- 
ing fiercely, put an end to one another. The dieit 
ui the holder of the discus, * named Jaitra, was quickly 
carried off by the (swift) steeds, and swept away by 
the sea, in the sjght of Daruka, (the charioteer). The 
disens, the club, the bow, the quiver, the shell, and the 
sword} (of Kesava) having circumambulated their 
lord, flew along the path of the sun. In a short time 
there was not a single Yadava left alive, except the 
mighty Kfishüa and Daruka.* Going towards Rama, 
who was sitting at the root of a tree, they beheld a 
large serpent coming out of his month. Having issued 
trom his mouth, the mighty § snake proceeded towards 


! The Mahabharata. as observed at the end of the last note, 
adds Babhru; but it presently gets rid of him. Krishna sends 
him to take care of the old people, the women, and children, in 
Dwáraká, whilst Dáruka goes to bring Arjuna to their aid. But, 
as he goes along, —overcome with grief for the loss of his kindred, 
and approaching separation from Kfishna,—he is killed by a club 
that is cast from a snare, or trap, set by a hunter. Krishna then 
goes to Dwáraká, and desires Vasudeva to await the coming of 
Arjana; after which, he returns to Rama, and sees the phenom- 
enon described in the text; the serpent being Sesha, of whom 
Balarima was the incarnation. The Bhágavata does not mention 
this ineident; merely observing, that Ráma, by the power of Yoga, 
returned into himself,—that is, into Vishnu. 


* Chakrin. 

+ Vide supra, p. 124; also, a passage towards the end of Chapter VII. 
of Book VI. 

* Hari, in the Sanskrit. $ Mahabhoga. 
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the ocean, hymned by saints, * and by other great ser- 
pents. Bringing an offering of respect, Ocean came to 
meet him; and, then, the majestie being, adored by at- 
tendant snakes, entered into the waters of the deep. + 
Beholding the departure of (the spirit of) Balabhadra,: 
Kesava said to Dáruka: “All this is to be related, by 
you, to Vasudeva and Ugrasena. Go and inform them 
of the departure of Balabhadra, and the destruction of 
the Yádavas; also, that I shall engage iu religious 
meditation, and quit this body. Apprise Áliuka,$ and 
all the inhabitants of Dwáraká,! that the sea will inun- 
date the town. Be ready, therefore, in expectation of 
the coming of Arjuna; and, when he, quits Dwáraká, 
no longer abide there, but go whithersoever that de- 
scendant of Kuru shall repair. Do you, also, go to the 
son of Kunti, T and tell him, that it is my request that 
he will grant what protection he can to all my family. 


! The women, the elders, and the children, amongst whom, as 
we shall presently see, was Vajra, the son of Aniruddha,** who 
was established as chief of the Yadavas at Indraprastha, and who, 
therefore, escaped the destruction which overwhelmed their kins- 
men, the Vrishnis, Kukuras, and Andhakas, of Dwaraka. This 
was a fortunate reservation for the tribes which, in various parts 
of Hindusthan,—both on the Ganges and in the Deccan,— profess 
to derive their origin from the Yadavas. ++ 


* Siddha. l 
+ Wfaqw w a ufsia: ANTA: | 


i Bala, in the original. 

$ Father of Ugrasena. See Vol. IV., p. 98. 

. Here called Pandava, in the Sanskrit. 

«| Kaunteya; namely, Arjuna. See Vol. IV., pp. 101, 102, and 159. 
» Vide supra, p. 108, text and note ». 
Tt See Vol. IV., p. 68, notes 2 and $. 
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Then depart, with Arjuua and all the people of Dwá- 
ravatí; and let Vajra be installed sovereign over the 
tribe of Yadu.” * 

Dáruka, being thus instructed, prostrated himself, 
again and again, before Krishia, and walked round him 
repeatedly, and then departed, as he had been desired; 
and, having conducted Arjuna to Dwaravati, f the intel- 
ligent (servant of Krishna) established Vajra as king. 
The divine Govinda, then, having concentrated in him- 
self that supreme spirit? which is one with Vasudeva, 
was identified with all beings.’ Respecting the words 
of the Brahman,—the near of Durvasas, ? $—the 


' The process is explained by the commentator:| ‘By the 
force of Dhyana (or abstraction), Krishna satisfies himself that he 
is Brahma (aaatetafa YTat), or universal spirit; and is, 
next, convinced, that he is, therefore, all things (AAYATIACAA) ; 
by which his individuality ceases,” 

? The story is told in the Mahabharata. 7 Durvásas was, on 
one occasion, hospitably entertained by Krishna; but the latter 
omitted to wipe away the fragments of the meal which had fallen 
on the foot of the irascible sage, who, thereupon, foretold, that 
Krishna should be killed as in the text. 


* agy wai sfarftreraa | So Sridhara. Ratnagarbha reads: 
aag weis afaafa i 

+ Corrected, here and just above, from *Dwarávati". The original 
has Dwaraka. 

+ Wi Fa 

§ $ gare WZATA | See, for Durvasas, Vol. I., pp. 135 and 154. 

|| What follows is taken from Sridhara, whose words are: : mafa 
ut wa aara adafafa wie wur aiya- 
Gd yaraagaata afar: | Ratnagarbha comments to the 


same effect. 
«| And it is told briefly by both the commentators on the Vishiu-purdra. 
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illustrious Krishha* sat engaged in thought, + resting 
his foot upon his knee. Then came there a hunter, 
named Jaras,: whose arrow was tipped with a blade 
made of the piece of iron of the club, which had not 
been reduced to powder;§ and, beholding, from a 
distance, the foot of Krishna, he mistook it for part of 
a deer, and, shooting his arrow, lodged it in the sole.” | 
Approaching (his mark), he saw the four-armed king, 
and. falling at his feet, repeatedly besought his for- 
giveness, exclaiming: “I have done this deed unwit- 
tingly, thinking I was aiming at a deer. Have pity 
upon me, who am consumed by my crime! For thou 
art able to consume me.” Bhagavat replied: “Fear 


! This is an allegorical personage, however; for Jara signifies 
‘infirmity’, ‘old age’, ‘decay.’ ** 

* The Bhagavata explains how this part of the foot became 
exposed. Krishna had assumed one of the postures iu which ab- 
straction is practised. He had laid his left leg across his right 
thigh, by which the sole of the foot was turned outwards. 


* This name and its epithet are supplied by the Translator. 
+ OTR: | 
i Corrected from “Jara”, which the original cannot yield, as a huntress 
would be called dubdhaki, The original is as follows: 
MAA FT ALT ATA A AS AA JHR: | 
Compare note $ in p. 143, supra. Also see the Mahabharata, Mau- 
sala-parvan, sl. 126, et seq. 
$ FAMILIA AAARAAAAT: | 
This compound is descriptive of QAF: | 
|| A free translation, 
J aaan qe at ayueta | 
Ratnagarbha begins this verse with the words MRlat ATaaTas i 
"" To this speculation it is difficult to assent. See note 7, above. 
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not, thou, in the least.* Go, hunter, through my fa- 
vour, to heaven, the abode of the gods.” As soon as 
he had thus spoken, a celestial car appeared; and the 
hunter, ascending it, forthwith proceeded to heaven. 
Then the illustrious (Kfishnha), having united himself 
with his own pure, spiritual, ¢ inexhaustible, inconceiv- 
able, unborn, undecaying, imperishable,: and univer- 
sal spirit, which is one with Vásudeva, abandoned his 
mortal body and the condition of the threefold qual- 
ities.! $ 


! He became Nirguna, ‘devoid of all qualities." 


‘a asfa arafa | 
+ Brahma-bhiita. 
t The epithet aprameya, ‘boundless’, is here omitted. 
$ durs agi Seadta fafaut afar | 
Thus explain both Sridhara and Ratnagarbha. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


Arjuna comes to Dwaraka, and burns the dead, and takes away 
the surviving inhabitants. Commencement of the Kali age. 
Shepherds and thieves attack Arjuna, and carry off the women 
and wealth. Arjuna regrets the loss of his prowess, to Vyása, 
who consoles him, and tells him the story of Ashtavakra’s 
cursing the Apsarasas. Arjuna and his brothers place Pari- 
kshit on the throne, and go to the forests. End of the Fifth 
Book. 


ARJUNA, having found the bodies of Krishna and 
of Rama, performed, for them and the rest (of the 
slain), the obsequial rites.“ The eight queens of 
Krishna, who have been named,+ with Rukmiüí at 
their head, embraced the body of Hari, and entered 
the (funeral) fire.’ Revati, also, embracing the corpse 
of Rama, entered the blazing pile, which was cool to 
her, happy in contact with her lord.$ Hearing these 
events, Ugrasena and Anakadundubhi, with Devakí 
and Rohini, committed themselves to the flames.” The 


' The Mahabharata takes the wives of Krishna, first, to Indra- 
prastha; and there Rukmini and four others burn. But Satya- 
bhama and others become ascetics, going to perform Tapasya in 
the forest. 

? It is merely said, in the Mahabharata, that Vasudeva ex- 
pired; on which, four of his wives burnt themselves. 


* “Obsequial rites" is to render samskara. 
+ Vide supra, pp. 78, et seq., and p. 107. 
E qimia: , “Rukmini and the rest.” 


§ faan afai afg EMETA i 
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last ceremonies* were performed, for all these, by Ar- 
juna, who, then, made all the people leave the city, 
and took Vajra with him. The son of Kunti+ conducted 
the thousands of the wives of Kfishna, with Vajra and 
all the people, from Dwaraka,; with tenderness and 
care, and travelled slowly away. The Sudharman § 
palace and the Párijáta-tree, which had been brought 
to earth by Krishüa, both proceeded to heaven; and, 
on the same day that Hari departed from the earth, 
the powerful dark-bodied Kali (age) descended.’ The 
ocean (rose and) submerged the whole of Dwaraka, ex- 
cept alone the dwelling of the deity of the race of Yadu." 
The sea has not yet been able to wash that (temple) 
away; and there Kesava constantly abides, (even in the 
present day). Whoever visits that holy shrine—the 
place where Krishüa pursued his sports,— is liberated 
from all his sins.? ** 


! The Kali age commenced from the death of Kíishüa, ac- 


cording to the usual notions; but it is commonly supposed to 
commence a little later, or with the reign of Parikshit. T$ 

? The Bhágavata agrees with the text, in excepting the temple 
of Dwáraká, and asserting that it still remains, in direct contra- 
diction of the Mahabharata, which declares, that the sea did not 
spare any part whatever. lt is elear, therefore, that, when the 
latter was compiled, the temple was not standing, and that it was 


* Preta-kurya. 
+ Kaunteya. Vide supra, p. 150, uote q. 
+ Dwáravati, in the Sanskrit. 
§ Vide supra, p. 46, text and note «. 
!| Kala-kdya. "There are three unimportant variants. Ratnagarbha notes 
and elucidates two of them. 


«4 aga, the temple of the Yadus. 
** This sentence greatly abridges the original. 
++ See Vol. IV, p. 230, note *, and p. 233. 
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The son of Prithá* (Arjuna,) halted the people (he 
had brought from Dwaraka,) in the Panchanada coun- 
try,’ in a rich and fertile spot. But the desires of the 
robbers (of the neighbourhood) were excited, when 
they observed so many widowed females,—also, such 
great riches,— in the possession of Arjuna* alone. + 


erected between the date of the compilation and that of the two 
Puranas. The present shrine, which is held in great repute. 
stands at the extremity of the peninsula of Gujerat. It is still 
au object of pilgrimage. It was so in the reign of Akbar (Ayeen 
Akbaree); and has been so, no doubt, from a remote period. 
The image formerly worshipped there was carried off 600 years 
ago; and this was, most probably. subsequent to the date of both 
the Puranas: for the idol was a form of Ktishia, called Rata- 
chhor,—a popular divinity, unknown in the Pauraüik pantheon. 
Another image was substituted in place of that which was taken 
away. Notwithstanding the testimony of our text. and that of 
the Bhágavata, the originality of the temple is disputed; and a 
place thirty miles south from Poorbundur is said to be the spot 
where Dwaraka was swallowed up by the ocean. Hamilton (from 
Maemurdo, &c.), Vol. I., p. 662. 

! “The country of the five rivers," į the Punjab:—rather an 


+ oat wet aang fud | 
gat feat faa: wea Ufa 1 
Ratnagarbha reads as follows: 
aA art: waaaresaa UATT | 
get fast bur web fag: N 
And herewith agree my Ajmere and Arrah MSS. 


In no MS. do I find, in lieu of Yfaat, Ufa, which might suggest 
Professor Wilson's “such great riches.” 


i The original is @BAS TW. Most probably the zirtha called Pan- 
chanada is intended; for which see the Mahabharata, Vana-parvan, 
él, 5025, 5086; and elsewhere. 
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Inflamed by their cupidity, they assembled the vil- 
lainous Abhiras,'* and said to them: “Here is this Ar- 
juna,—immensely rich, + and having numerous women, 
whose husbands have been slain,—passing confidently 
amongst us; a disgrace to all brave men.: His pride is 
raised by the death of Bhishma, Drona, Jayadratha, 
Karna, and others (whom he has slain). He does not 
know the prowess of (simple) villagers. Up! up! Take 
your long thick staves.$ This stupid fellow despises 
us. Why should we not lift up our arms?" So saying, 
they rushed, armed with ang gels and clods of earth, 


! Ábhíras mean iut « and they are, afterwards, called, Im 
Arjuna, Gopálas, ‘herdsmen.’ The pastoral tribes of the west of 
India, and, particularly, those of Afghanistan, almost always 
combine the character of freebooter with that of shepherd. 


* aaa = urged smitmes RR: | 
AAC RANA: HETGITGISTE IQ: |i 
+ I find, every where, ‘eq, ‘archer.’ See note t in the preceding page. 
i Waar aa Ul xls (ugue | 
qaqaqa fana usqaaqsdi qe N 
Instead of «qd, faa is preferred by Ratnagarbha, according to 
my oldest copy of his commentary. And so reads my Arrah MS. 
My Ajmere MS. gives, in the place of the verse beginning as above, 
a whole stanza, and one of very different import. 


3 E 3 SIETHETITUT Weta | Ratnagarbha has QRTATAT | 
| Nothing to yield “clods of earth" is read in the text as alone I 
find it: 
aat aferat wur ATE: i 
aganuu d utei fasta I 
Sridhara and Ratnagarbha: arene: l que Tq. l WTHEI- 
fuu: | Wiogriteu: | Professor Wilson must have supposed that the 
reading was eger cur | 
« | know no authority for this meaning. For the Abbiras, see Vol. I., 
p. 168, notes 4, etc.; p. 185, notes 2, etc. 
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upon the people, who were without their lord.* Ar- 
juna encountered? them, and said to them, in deri- 
sion: “Retire, wretches, ignorant of what is right, unless 
ye are desirous of dying.” But they disregarded his 
menaces, and seized his treasures, and his women,— 
the wives of Viswaksena. Thereupon, Arjuna began 
to brace his heavenly bow, Gándíva, irresistible§ in 
battle. But it was in vain; for, in spite of all his efforts 
to tighten it, it continued flaccid. Neither could he 
call to recollection the incantations of the saperhuman 
weapons. Losing all patience, he launched, as best 
he might, his shafts upon the enemy; but those shot 
from Gándíva merely scratched the skin. The arrows 
given him, by Agni, to carry certain destruction, * 
now were, themselves, destroyed, and were fatal to 
Arjuna, m his contest with herdsmen. He endeavoured 
to recall the might of Kfisháa, —animated by which, 
his numerous arrows had overthrown mighty kings;— 

but he tried in vain: for, now, they were put cere p 
the DENT or they flew at random, wide of their 
aim.++ His arrows being expended, aoe i due ban- 


‘ The ims po Shoes of are ended 

+ Kaunteya, in the Sanskrit. Vide supra, p. 150, note €. 

į AAT; implying that Arjuna desisted from encountering the Abhiras. 
§ Ajara. 

| st wart areata faamaaa awa: à 

*j In the original, Vahni. 

** The epithet thus rendered is akshaya, ‘indestructible.’ 
Tt Abhira. 


i aftr” sire: eurer fe dgem | 
WT WWW: wee AANT FAT: ou 
faga: ugya aaan: WAV AAT: | 
ALACRA AAAI AAAS: | 


$$ Here Arjuna is called Dhananjaya, in the orbi 
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ditti with the horn of his bow: but they only laughed 
at his blows; and the barbarians,* in the sight of Ar- 
juna,f carried off all the women of the Vfishii and 
Andhaka tribes, and went their way.' 

Then Jishiu: was sorely distressed, and lamented 
bitterly, exclaiming: “Alas! alas! I am deserted by my 
lord!” And he wept; and, in that instant, the bow and 
(heavenly) arms, his car and steeds, perished entirely, 
like a donation to an unlearned Brahman.$  *Resist- 
less,” said he, “are the decrees of fate, by whom feeble- 
ness has been inflicted upon me,—deprived of my illus- 
trious friend,—and victory g given to the base., These 
two arms are mine; mine is this fist; this is my place;* 
I am Arjuna: but, without that righteous aid, all these 
are pithless. The valour of Arjuna,"" the strength of 
Bhíma,TT was, all, his work; and, without him, I am 
overcome by peasants:ii it cannot be from any other 


' The principal wives of Kfishüa, however, according to the 
Mahabharata, escaped. The occurrence is described, there, much 
in the same way, but more briefly. It is not detailed in the Bhá- 
gavata. 


* Mlechchha. 
+ Partha, in the Sanskrit. 
* Still another name of Arjuna. Vide supra, p. 156, note +. 
§ gaa Na Gat | 
RETS fases faat dst AZTATAT | 
wewurnawue fu wr suem u 
*| xupTd cda ı His position as an archer, says Ratnagarbha: uT- 
sei grrerfs sta: | 
** To render Arjunatwa. 
Ht Ware URS | 
t+ Abhira. 
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cause.” So saying, Arjuna* went to the city of Ma- 
thurá,T and there installed the Yádava prince, Vajra, 
as its king. There he? beheld Vyasa, who was living 
in a wood; and he approached the sage,$ and saluted 
him respectfully. The Muni surveyed him for some 
time, as he lay prostrate at his feet, and said to him:! 
“How is it that I see you thus shorn of your lustre? 
Have you been guilty of illicit intercourse with 
women ?** Or of the death of a Brahman? Or have 
you suffered some grievous disappointment, that you 
are so dejected? 7+ Have your prayers for progeny, or 
other good gifts, proved fruitless? Or have you indulg- 
ed improper passions, that your lustre is so dim? 
Or are you one that devours the meal he has given to 
the Brahmans? Say, Arjuna, have you seized upon the 
substance of the poor? Has the wind of a winnowing- 
basket lighted upon you? Or has an evil eye gazed 
upon you, Arjuna, that you look thus miserable? $$ 


* Jishnu, in the original. This is one of the many names or epithetical 
designations of Arjuna. 

+ Sridbara and Ratnagarbha notice a variant expressing that Arjuna 
went from Indraprastha to Hastinapura. My Ajmere and Arrah MSS. 
simply substitute Indraprastha for Mathura. 

i The Sanskrit has Phalguna. 

§ Mahabhaga. 

|| Partha is the word here used. 


fara: aAA: | 


** This sentence is to render MATHS TTA | Both Sridhara 
and Ratnagarbha dwell at length ou the first of these words and its 


variant HATTAT | 
+} WSBT: | 
z aaan ST a TWIST frcreat: | 
wwWentxfadr «i Aara INANA: u 


$8 fere | 
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Have you been touched by the water of a finger-nail? 
Or has the water of a water-jar sprinkled you? Or, 
what is, most probably, the case, have you been 
beaten by your inferiors in battle?” * 

Arjuna, t having sighed deeply, related to Vyasa all 
the circumstances of his discomfiture, and continued: 
“Hari, who was our strength, our might, our heroism, 
our prowess, our prosperity, our brightness, has left 
us, and departed. Deprived of him, our friend, illus- 
trious, and ever kindly speaking, we have become as 
feeble as if made of straw.: Purushottama, who was 
the living§ vigour of my weapons, my arrows, and 
my bow,|| is gone. As long as we looked upon him, 
fortune, fame, wealth, dignity fi never abandoned us. 
But Govinda is gone from amongst us. That Krishna 
has quitted earth, through whose power Bhishma, 
Drona, the king of Anga,** Duryodhana, and the rest 
were consumed. Not I alone, but Earth, has grown 
old, miserable, tf and lustreless, in the absence of the 
holder of the diseus.:i Krishüa, through devotion to 
whom Bhíshma and other mighty men perished hke 


* The Translator has here somewhat departed from the order of the 
original. 
+ Partha, in the original. 
t qaia agat faair | 
AN aa aa Ba aaga Y N 

Ratnagarbha begins this stanza with MAT, (ls Gy; ITE, he says. 
§ Mirtta. 
|| Substituted, by the Translator, for Gándiva. 


«| Unnati. 
** Anga-rdja. Karna is intended. 
tT MSTA | 


$$ Chakrin. 


Y. 11 
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moths in the flame of my valour, is gone; and I am, 
now, overcome by cowherds.' The bow Gandiva, 
that was famed throughout the three worlds, has been 
foiled, since he has departed, by the sticks of peas- 
ants.Y The myriads of women over whom I was lord 
have been carried off from me by thieves, armed but 
with cudgels. The whole household: of Kiishia, O 
Krishna,’ has been (forcibly) carried away by peasants, 
who, with their staves, have put my strength to shame. 
That I am shorn of my lustre I do not marvel: it is 
wonderful that I live. Surely, grand-sire, I alone am 
so shameless as to survive the stain of indignity in- 
flicted by the vile.” § 

Vyasa replied to Arjuna, and said: “Think no more, 
my son,| of your disgrace. It does not become you to 
grieve. Know that time subjects all beings to similar 
vicissitude. 5 Time effects the production and dissolu- 
tion of all creatures. All that exists is founded on time. 
Know this, Arjuna, and retain your fortitude. Rivers, 
seas, mountains, the whole earth, gods, men, animals, 
trees, eo aegre all, er E and, all, will be de- 


! A name of E "n 


` anpii qanana | 
fam ma aaa aafaa fafa: n 
+ Abhira. 
t Avarodhana. Ratnagarbha explains it to mean 3pm ux ara: | 
sfamtaat a a fa ashara deuda | 
sierras vara feeisstsfer fuaTe di 
The original has Partha. 
i wate www «rere AANA i 
** Sarisripa; ‘reptiles.’ Vide supra, p. 59, note ff. 
tt So the scholiasts allege. 
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stroyed, by time. Knowing that all that is is the effect 
of time, be tranquillized.* These mighty works of 
Krishna, whatever they have been, have been per- 
formed to relieve earth of its burthens: for this he has 
come down. Earth, oppressed by herload, has had 
recourse to the assembly: of the immortals; and Ja- 
nárdana, who is one with time, has descended on that 
account. This object has been, now, accomplished. 
All the kings (of the earth) are slain; the race of 
Vfishhi and Andhaka is destroyed: no more remained 
for him to accomplish.§ Therefore has the lord de- 
parted whither he pleased, his ends being, all, fulfilled. | 
At the period of creation, the god of gods creates; in 
that of duration, he preserves; and, at the end (of all), 
he is mighty to annihilate. 1 Now allis done. Therefore, 
Arjuna,"" be not afflicted by thy defeat. The prowess 
of mortals is the gift of time. tT Bhishma, Drona,% 
Karna. and other kings have been slain by thee alone. 
This was the work of tune: and why, therefore, should 
not thy discomfiture, by those less than thou art, 


' aaaf wu wret TWaRatafe | 
ATAATA | ATATATAA | Ratnagarbha. 
+ “Mighty works" is to render máhatnya. 
t Samiti. T 
$ Add *on earth": ufaad | 
| Kritak‘itya, ‘satisfied, * happy.’ 
TRATA AAT | 
** Partha, in the original. 
t Hata AIAG YaN UTTHAT: | 
tt I have inserted this name, to conform the translation to Sridhara's 
text, which Professor Wilson, no doubt, hereabouts follows. Ratnagarbha's 
reading yields Bhíshua and Drona, omitting Karna; and therewith my 
Arrah MS. harmonizes. 
joe 
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oceur?* In like manner as, through thy devotion toT 
Vishnu, these were overthrown by thee, so, at last, has 
thy defeat by miserable thieves been wrought by 
time.? That divinity, assuming various bodies, pre- 
serves the world; and, in the end, the lord of creatures 
destroys it. In the birth of thy fortunes, $ Janárdana 
was thy friend; in their decline,| thy enemies have 
been favoured by Kegava. Who would have believed 
that thou shouldst slay all the descendants of Kuru, 
and kindred of Gangá?* Who would have believed 
that peasants** should triumph over thee? Be assured, 
son of Prithá, TT that it is (but) the sport of the univer- 
salit Hari, that the Kauravas have been destroyed by 
thee, and that thou hast been defeated by herdsmen. $$ 
With respect to the women whom thou lamentest, aud 
who have been carried off by the thieves, hear from 
me an ancient story, which will explain why this has 
happened. | | 

“In former times, a Brahman, named Ashtávakra,! 


! The story of Ashtávakra is related in the Mahabharata. He 
was the son of Kahoda, *** who, neglecting his wife, was rebuked 


Sarasa wen fd qarfaaat 4 a | 
+ Read “through the might of”: WARTS A | 
i aaa wadt TYAS ATS: | 


§ WSTG | || HaT | 
«| To render Gangeya. ** Abhira. 
++ Partha is the original word. 
*t Sarva-bhita. Vide supra, p. 34, text and note tf. 
$$ Abhira. 
|| aga saga AAAA ust | 
qq Ádi-parvan, gl; 10599, et sey. 
*** Corrected from ** Kahora ". 
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was pursuing his religious penances, standing in € 
and meditating on the eternal spirit, for many years. 

In consequence of the overthrow of the Asuras, there 
was a great festival on the summit of Meru; on their 
way to aich, Rambha, Tilottamá, f and hundreds and 
thousands of beautiful nymphs! saw the ascetic Ashta- 
vakra; and they praised and hymned him (for his de- 
votions). They bowed down (before him), and eulo- 
gized him, (as he was immersed) up to his throat in 
water, his hair twisted in a braid. So they sang, in 
honour of him, whatever they thought would be most 
agreeable to that most eminent of Brahmans. Ashtá- 
vibes (at last,) said to them: ‘I am well pleased with 
you, illustrious damsels. $ Whatever you wish for. ask 
of me, and I will give it you, however difficult it may 
be of attainment. Then all those nymphs,|| Rambha, 
Tilottamá, and others, recorded in the Vedas, f replied: 
‘It is enough for us that thou art pleased. What need 
we aught else, venerable Brahman?'"" But some 


for it by his yet unborn son. The father angrily cursed him, that 
he should be born bent in every part; and he was, accordingly, 
brought forth crooked (vakra) in eight limbs (ashtan). Tt He be- 
came, nevertheless, a celebrated sage. See, also, Hindu Theatre, 
Vol. L, ub 293, note. 


` SETS: qu fiiit EENE) saaa | 
serere TAT AATAAA Il 


+ See, for them, Vol. IL, p. 75, note 3. t qf AT: | 
S “Illustrious damsels” is to translate HẸTHTNT: | 
|| Apsaras. 


«| For Apsarases mentioned in the Vedas, see Vol. IL, pp. 80, 81. 
-yal agua faaaratafa fusi 
++ With the name Ashfávakra compare Naikavakra and Trivakrá, for 
which vide supra, p. 21, note T. 
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(amongst them) said: ‘If, exalted sir, you are (indeed) 
pleased with us, then grant us a husband, the best of 
men,” and sovereign of the Brahmans.’ ‘So be it,’ 
replied Ashfávakra, and, thereupon, came up from the 
waters. When the nymphs beheld him coming out of 
the water, and saw that he was (very) ugly, and crooked 
in eight places, they could not restrain their merri- 
ment, but laughed aloud. The Muni was (very) angry, 
and cursed them, and said: ‘Since you have been so 
impertinent as to laugh at my deformity, I denounce 
upon you this imprecation: through the grace I have 
shown unto you, you shall obtain the first of males: 
for your husband: but. in consequence of my curse, 
you [shall (afterwards) fall into the hands of thieves.’ 
When the nymphs heard this uttered by the Muni, 
they endeavoured to appease him; and (they so far 
succeeded, that) he announced to them, they should 
finally return to the sphere of the gods. It 1s in conse- 
quence, then, of the curse of the Muni Ashtávakra, that 
these females, who were, at first, the wives of Kesava, 
have, now, fallen into the hands of the barbarians;$ 
and there is no occasion, Arjuna, for you to regret 
it in the least. All this destruction has been effected 
by the lord of all; and your end is, also, nigh at hand, 
since he has withdrawn from you strength, splendour, 


+ According to all my MSS., the term here rendered “sovereign of 
the Brahmans" is in the vocative, and applies to Ashtávakra. 

t Purushottama, as above, 

$ Dasyu. 

|| Addressed, in the original, as Paidava. 

« Mahatmya. 
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one who is born; fall is the end of exaltation; union 
terminates in separation; and growth tends but to 
decay.* Knowing (all this), wise men are susceptible 
of neither grief nor joy; and those who learn their 
ways are even as they ave,— (equally free from pleasure 
or pain). Do you, therefore, most excellent prinee, 
understand this (truth), and, along with your brothers, 
relinquish ev erything , and repair to the holy forest. 
Go, now. and say, from me, to Yudhishthira,} that 
he, to-morrow, with his EN tread the path of 


Mum 


heroes. 

Thus instructed by Vyasa, Arjuna went and related 
to the other sons of Pritha all that he had seen, had 
experienced, and had heard.§ When he had commu- 
nicated to them the message of Vyasa, the sons of 
Pandu placed Parikshit on the throne, and went to 
the forest. 

I have thus narrated to you, Maitreya, in detail, the 
actions of Vasudeva, when he was born in the race of 


aad 


* STATS a fart ag: vat cw Wu: | 
fandiaraaray Fart: HTAA: N 
Instead of qux, some MSS. give: TITTA: | 
+ Denominated, in the Sanskrit, by his epithet Dharmaraja. Yama, 
also, is so called. See Vol. IIL, p. 118. 
t uci agfa: ara nfa diua si 
The more ordinary slt ends the verse with the words WUT wifa 
«UT Ha | 
§ arator arnai BATT ATE SSH: | 


eu qaraqa q afad dame: u 
By the two Párthas here spoken of, Yudhishthira and Bhima are in- 
tended, in the opinion of Ratnagarbha. 
The words *q agta: end the first verse, according to some MSS. 


————— HÀ 


VISHNU PURÁNA. 


BOOK VI. 


CHAPTER I. 


Of the dissolution of the world: the four ages: the decline of all 
things, and deterioration of mankind, in the Kali age. 


MAITREYA.— You have narrated to me, illustrious 
sage, the creation (of the world), the genealogies (of 
the patriarchs), the duration * of the Manwantaras, and 
the dynastiesT (of princes), in detail. I am now desi- 
rous to hear from you (an account of) the dissolution 
of the world, the season of total destruction, and that 
which occurs at the expiration of a Kalpa.' 
PanÁSaRA.—Hear from me, Maitreya, exactly (the 
circumstances of) the end of all things,: and the disso- 


! Two kinds of great or universal dissolution are here inti- 
mated; one occurring at the end of a Kalpa, or day of Brahma, 
to which the term Upasamhtiti is applied in the text, and Átyan- 
tika-laya by the commentator;§ and the other taking place at 
the end of the life of Brahmá, which is termed a great or ele- 
mental dissolution: Mahá-pralaya and Prakrita-pralaya. 


(——/áÉÁBÍÜQ—— Ó€— BG A —ÓÓ€—tEE eR T 


* Sthiti. 

+ Vamésanucharita. 
+ Upasamhriti. 

$ Ratnagarbha, 
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lution that occurs either at the expiration of a Kalpa, 
or that which takes place at the close of the life of 
Brahma.* A month (of mortals) is a day and night of 
the progenitors: a year (of mortals is a day and night) 
ofthe gods Twice a thousand aggregates of the four 
ages is a day and night of Brahma.'+ The four ages 
are the Krita, Tretá, Dwápara, and Kali; comprehen- 
ding, together, twelve thousand years of the gods. 
There are infinite? successions of these four ages, of 
a similar description, the first of which is (always) 
called the Kfita, and the last, the Kali. In the first, 
the Kfita, is that age$ which is created by Brahma; 
in the last, which is the Kali age, a dissolution of the 
world occurs. 

MarrREYA.— Venerable sir, you are able to give me 
a description of (the nature of) the Kali age, in which 
four-footed virtue? suffers total extinction. 


' These measures of time are more fully detailed iu the First 
Book. See Vol. I., pp. 46, et seq. 

* This is an allusion to a popular notion, originating, proba- 
bly, with Manu: “In the Krita age, the Genius of truth and right 
+ * x x stands firm on his four feet; + * »* + but, in the 


* “At the close of the life of Brahma” is to translate WTSI | 

rcwquees genu d fuse | 

+ Asesha. 

§ Read “creatiun”. Professor Wilson here went wrong from following 
his favourite MS., which, from the fault of the copyist, begins the 
verse witb J13 SIT AGIUT | See the next note. Besides, yuga, 
in the sense of ‘age’, is neuter. 

. ate Baya am ANUT feat aa: | 
feed Muita A FT AAT YT oa 
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PaRÁSARA.—Hear, Maitreya, an account (of the na- 
ture) of the Kali age, respecting which you have in- 
quired, and which is now close at hand. 

The observance of caste, order, and institutes will 
not prevail in the Kali age:* nor will that of the cere- 
monial enjoined by the Sáma-, Rig-, and Yajur-Vedas. 
Marriages, in this age, will not be conformable to the 
ritual;T nor will the rules that connect the spiritual 
preceptor and his disciple be in force. The laws that 
regulate the conduct of husband and wife will be dis- 
regarded; and oblations to the gods with fire no longer 
be offered. In whatever family he may be born, a 
powerful and rich man will be held entitled to espouse 
maidens of every tribe. A regenerate man will be ini- 
tiated in any way whatever; and such acts of penance 
as may be performed will be unattended by any re- 
sults.1} Every text will be scripture, that people 


following ages, * * * » he is deprived, successively, of one 
foot," &c.§ I, 81, 82. | 

! «Such an act is just what it 1s:" WT aq magaan 
Hat 17 That is, it may be attended by iuconvenience to the in- 
dividual, but is deir! inefficacious for the expiation of sin. 


mor p wat TUTTA | 
+ Dharmya. 
: pep aay Fae mafana wert i 
$ From Sir William Jones's Translation. 
cwgurerme ws: aa a wd uaa 
aaa: enfersrqurfaad u 
LGENSIEEHSEE qre rena íua: | 
Afman aiaa TT: 1 
© This was suggested by the comment of Sridhara, who understands 
penance to be spoken of which is performed simply for popular applause, 


179 VISHNU PURANA. 


choose to think so;' all gods will be gods to them that 
worship them;* and all orders of life will be common 
alike to all persons. In the Kali age, fasting, auste- 
rity, T liberality, practised according to the pleasure of 
those by whom they are observed, will constitute 
righteousness. Pride (of wealth) will be inspired by 
very insignificant possessions. Pride of beauty? will 
be prompted by (no other personal charm than fine) 
hair. Gold, jewels, diamonds, § clothes, will, all, have 
perished; and then hair will be the only ornament with 
which women can decorate themselves.| Wives will 
desert their husbands, when they lose their property; 
and they only who are wealthy will be considered, by 
women, as their lords. He who gives away much 
(money) will be the master of men; and family descent 


! Whether it is conformable or contradictory to the Vedas and 
the law. The passage may be rendered, also: “The doctrine 
or dogma of any one soever will be scripture.” 


and not to wipe away sin. His words are aq Rafa | Wriafspafsst 
SITSRCECTHURTUT ad UTAAITAT | Ratnagarbha says: aq WS | 
»fereretarsi: | 

i qara mat aan: | This rather implies, that unaccredited gods 
will receive honour,  Ratnagarbha says: Qa Wa afar: Bat 
QUT | 

+ Ayasa, Ratnagarbha explains it by penance, or pilgrimage: STATE: | 
wseTfa: | dfrerararfas i 


i In women. ‘The verse runs: 
ARN 


Mui wusaiq Buta afafa | 
§ Ratna. 


| eat fers afaafea azt ATAKAN: | 
Taaa wt wed we caue fusi 
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will no longer be a title of supremacy.* Accumulated 
treasures will be expended on (ostentatious) dwellings. 
The minds of men will be wholly occupied in acquiring 
wealth; and wealth will be spent solely on selfish grati- 
fications. — Women will follow their inclinations, and 
be ever fond of pleasure. Men will fix their desires 
upon riches, even though dishonestly acquired. No 
man will part with the smallest fraction of the smallest 
coin,’ though entreated by a friend. Men of all degrees 
will conceit themselves to be equal with Brahmans. 
Cows will be held in esteem, only as they supply milk. * 
The people will be, almost always, in dread of dearth, 
and apprehensive of scarcity, and will, hence, ever 
be watching (the appearances of) the sky: they will, 
all, live, like anchorets,§ upon leaves, and roots, and 
fruit; and put a period to their lives, through fear of 
famine and want. || In truth, there will never be abun- 


' He will not part with the half of the half of half a Pana,— 
that is, with ten Cowries: a Pana being equal to eighty Cowries 
(or small shells). Five Panas are equal to one Anna, or the 
sixteenth of a Rupee; and, at two shillings the Rupee, ten Cowries 
are equal to about one-seventh of a farthing. 

? They will be valued for their individual use only, not from 
any notion of their generic sanctity. 


* erferergq: Weed arat afar | 
+ FTA FRAGA FATT FT aut afar | 
ABTA aaa Vaated Kat ZA ou 
Much that follows this is, likewise, freely rendered. 
i Asudh, ‘hunger,’ ‘famine.’ 
$ Tapasa, ‘ascetics.’ 
| agaga: faat: i 
{| See Colebrooke’s Algebra, &c., p. 1. 
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dance, in the Kali age; and men will never enjoy plea- 
sure and happiness.* They will take their food with- 
out previous ablution, and without worshipping fire, 
gods, or guests, or offering obsequial libations to 
their progenitors. The women will be fickle,} short 
of stature, gluttonous. They will have many children, 
and little means. Scratching their heads with both 
hands, they will pay no attention to the commands of 
their husbands or parents. They will be selfish, abject, 
and slatternly; they will be scolds and liars; they will 
be indecent and immoral in their conduct, and will 
ever attach themselves to dissolute men. Youths, al- 
though disregarding the rules of studentship, will study 
the Vedas. Householders will neither sacrifice nor 
practise becoming liberality. Anchorets$ will subsist 
upon food accepted from rustics; and mendicants will 
be influenced by regard for friends and associates.’ 
Princes, instead of protecting, will plunder, their sub- 
jects, and, under the pretext of levying customs, will 


' The Bhagavata | has: ‘Religious students will be regardless 
of vows and purification; householders will beg, not give alms; 
anchorets will dwell in villages; and mendicants will be desirous 
of riches." 


+ Read “and they will not offer", &c. 
t Lolupa, ‘covetous.’ 
§ Vanavasa, ‘hermits.’ Vanaprasthas are meant; for whose duties, 
see Vol. III., pp. 94—97. 

hie flee eter 

aaa AAS UTaT away Hata | 

[s 
afan uaa afai AANGAT: |d 
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rob merchants of their property. In the Kali age, every 
one who has cars, and elephants, and steeds will be a 
Raja;’ 
yas will abandon agriculture and commerce, and gain 
a livelihood by servitude, 7 or the exercise of mechani- 
cal arts.; Südras, seeking a subsistence by begging, 
and assuming the outward marks of religious mendi- 
cants, will become the impure followers of impious and 
heretical doctrines. * $ 

Oppressed by famine and taxation, men will desert 
their native lands, and go to those countries which are 
fit for coarser grains." The path of the Vedas being 


every one who is feeble will be a slave.* Vais- 


' That is, princes and warriors will be so no longer by virtue 
of their birth and caste. 

? Most of the mendicant orders admit members without dis- 
tinction of caste; but, probably, Buddhists, especially, are here 
intended. The Bhagavata repeatedly alludes to the diffusion of 
heretical doctrines and practices, the substitution of outward signs 
and marks for devotion, and the abandonment of the worship of 
Vishnu, The Saiva mendicant orders are, probably, those espe- 
cially in view. The same, probably, are intended, by our text, 
in the subsequent allusion to unauthorized austerities and sectarial 
marks. 

? *Gavedhuka | (Coix barbata) and other bad sorts of grain: 
TAURASATSTS TTA | Another reading is TWYATATaTAT- 
SITS UT IT “Countries growing wheat, barley, and the like.” 
But to place wheat and barley amongst inferior grains, and to 


* Bhritya, ‘servant.’ 
t Sudra-vritti. 
t Karu-karman, 
§ WISOTSDIT WRT: naa afg ATS UAT: | 
qrqus dui qfrarafuuren ena: i 


|| For gavedhukd, the same grain, see Vol. lL, p. 95. 
«| This is Ratnagarbha's reading. 
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obliterated, and men having deviated into heresy, ini- 
quity will flourish, and the duration of life will (there- 
fore,) decrease. In consequence of horrible penances, 
not enjoined by scripture, and of the vices of the rulers, 
children will die in their infancy. Women will bear 
children at the sage of five, six, or seven years; and 
men beget them, when they are eight, nine, or ten. A 
man will be grey, when he is twelve; and no one will 
exceed twenty years of life.* Men will possess little 
sense, vigour, or virtue, and will, therefore, perish in 
a very brief period. In proportion as heresy extends, 
so, Maitreya, shall the progress of the Kalt age be esti- 
mated by the wise. In proportion as the number of 
the pious who adhere to the lessons of the Vedas dimin- 
ishes, as the efforts of individuals who cultivate virtue 
relax, as the first of males becomes no longer the ob- 
ject of sacrifices,“ as respect for the teachers of the 
Vedas declines, and as regard is acknowledged for the 
disseminators of heresy, so may wise men note the 
augmented influence of the Kali age.’ + 


rank them lower than rice, is a classification that could have 
occurred to a native of Bengal alone. 

' The Vayu says three and twenty; the Bhagavata,? from 
twenty to thirty. 

? The complaints of the prevalence of heterodox doctrines, 
and neglect of the practices of the Vedas, which recur in the 


* aa CURT C — uires l 
TAA AART RA RAITA, N 
ta faiga y MTE wer afa: | 


TRE UAA IZAR i 
RIT TES 
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In the Kali age, Maitreya, men, corrupted by unbe- 
lievers, will refrain from adoring Vishnu, the lord of 
sacrifice,* the creator and lord of all, and will say: 
“Of what authority are the Vedas? What are gods, or 
Brahmans? What need is there of purification with 
water?” + Then will the clouds yield scanty rain; then 
will the corn be light in ear; and the grain will be 
(poor and) of little sap. Garments will be, mostly, 
made of the fibres of the San;*t the principal of trees 
will be the Samí;? the prevailing caste will be the Sü- 
dra. Millet will be the more common grain; the milk 
in use will be, chiefly, that of goats; unguents will be 
made of Usíra-grass.$ The mother- and father-in-law 
will be venerated in place of parents; and a man’s 
friends will be his brother-in-law, or one who has a 


Bhagavata and our text, indicate a period of change in the con- 
dition of the Hindu religion, which it would be important to 
verify. If reference is made to Buddhism,—to which, in some 
respects, the allusions especially apply,—it would, probably, denote 
a period not long subseqnent to the Christian era; but it is more 
likely to be of a later date, or in the eighth and ninth centuries, 
when Sankara | 


is said to have reformed a variety of corrupt 
practices, and given rise to others. See Asiatic Researches, Vol. 
AVI 12:3 

! Crotalaria juncea. 

? The silk cotton, Bombax heptaphyllum. ** 


* 


Yajnapati. Variant: jagatpati. 
+ fa We: fa fares: fa MANAIRA | 
+ Sati, The word also means ‘mere rags’. 
§ Andropogon muricatum. 
|| See Vol. L, Preface, p. XVI. 
«| Or Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. I, pp. 14, 15. 
** This is the sadlmali, Read acacia suma. 
V. 12 
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wanton * wife. Men will say: “Who has a father? 
Who has a mother? Each one is born according to his 
deeds.” + And, therefore, they will look upon a wife's 
or husband's parents as their own.? Endowed with 
little sense, men, subject to all the infirmities of mind, 
speech, and body, will daily commit sins; and every- 
thing that is calculated to afflict beings, vicious, im- 
pure, and wretched, will be generated in the Kah age. 
Then shall some places follow a separate duty,’ § devoid 


! The expression Kwachil lokah (enfer Ten), ‘a certain place,’ 
is explained, by the commentator, || ‘Kikata, &e.’ (AVHSTST) ; 
confirming the inference that Buddhism is especially aimed at in 
the previous passages; for Kíkaía, T or South Behar, is the scene 
of Sákya's earliest and most successful labours. 


* Hari, ‘handsome.’ 

+ WT HATH: YATA | 

+ QYCTATAT ATT: | This is the whole that the English is intended 
to translate. 


s qat ufacent fan ferra feraeerfa i 

|| So it is explained by both Sridhara and Ratnagarbha. 

“| The Kikafas are spoken of in the Rigveda, IM., LIIL, 14. In the 
third volume of his Translation, Introduction, p. XX., Professor Wilson 
specnlates on their locality; and, again, in p. 86, note 4, commenting on 
the passage adverted to, as follows: * The Kikafas are said, by Sayana,— 
following Yáska, Nirukta, VI., 32,—to be countries inhabited by anaryas, 
people who do not perform worship, who are infidels, ndstikas. Kikata 
is usnally identified with South Behar; showing, apparently, that Vaidik 
Hinduism had not reached the province, when this was said, Or, as 
Kikata was the fountain-head of Buddhism, it might be asserted that the 
Buddhists were here alluded to, if it were not wholly incompatible with 
all received notions of the earlier date of the Vedas.” 

Père Vivien de Saint-Martin, in his Etude sur la Géographie, &c.. 
pp. 138—144, is very full, if not conclusive, ou the country of the Ki- 
kafas. It is by no means improbable that this name was borne by two 
peoples, sundered by a very considerable interval of space, and belonging 
to different periods. In the Bhdgavata-purana, Ll. IIL, 24, it is said 
that Buddha, son of Anjana, will be born among the Kikatas, 
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of holy study, oblations to fire," and invocations of 
the gods.'4 Then, in the Kali age, shall a man acquire, 
by a trifling exertion, as much eminence in virtue as 
is the result of arduous penance in the Krita age (or 
age of purity).* 


! Several of the Puranas contain allusions to the degeneracy 
of the Kali age; but none afford more copious details. The de- 
scription in the Bhágavata is much shorter; that of the Vayu is 
much the same, aud employs many of the same verses and illus- 
trations. 

? This might be suspected of being said ironically, referring 
to what had been just observed of places where a religion pre- 
vailed that required neither study nor sacrifice. The commentator, 
however, understands it literally, and asserts, that allusion is here 
made to the Vaishüava faith, in which devotion to Vishnu or 
Krishüa, and the mere repetition of his name, are equally effica- 
cious, in the Kali age, with the penances and sacrifices of the pre- 
ceding ages. Therefore, he concludes, the Kali, by this one pro- 
perty, is the best of all the ages: HARRA yla afa: aide 
qad: |: This interpretation is confirmed by the following 
Chapter. 


* Vashatkára. See Vol. Il., p. 29, notes 3 and §. 
+ Swadhd and swahd. See Vol. III., p. 122, note 7, ad finem. 
* Both the commentators give this explanation 
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CHAPTER II. 


Redeeming properties of the Kali age. Devotion to Vishnu suf- 
ficient to salvation, in that age, for all castes and persons. 


UPON this subject, Maitreya, you shall hear what 
the wise Vyasa has related, as it is communicated truly 
by me. 

It was, once, a matter of dispute, amongst the sages, 
at what season the least moral merit obtained the great- 
est reward, and by whom it was most easily displayed. 
In order to terminate the diseussion, they went to Veda 
Vyása, to remove their doubts." They found the 
illustrious Muni, my son, half immersed in the water 
of the Ganges;+ and, awaiting the close of his ablu- 
tions, the sages remained on the banks of the sacred? 
stream, under shelter of a grove of trees. As my son 
plunged down into the water, and again rose up from 
it, the Munis heard him exclaim: “Excellent, excellent. 
is the Kali age!" Again he dived, and, again rising, 
said, in their hearing: “Well done, well done, Stidra! 
Thou art happy.” Again he sank down; and, as he 
once more emerged, they heard him say: “Well done, 
well done, women! They are happy. Who are more 
fortunate than they?” After this, my son finished his 
bathing; and the sages met him, as he approached to 


T2512. 
weleome them. After he had given them seats, and 


' defada aad WETHÍTE | 
aga uuu we Wu Wigan 
+ Jabnavi, in the original. 
+ ‘Great’, according to the Sanskrit, 
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they had proffered their respects, the son of Satya- 
vati* said to them: “On what account have you come 
to me?” They replied: “We came to you to consult 
you on a subject on which we entertain some doubt. 
But that may be, at present, suspended. Explain to us 
something else. We heard you say: ‘Excellent is the 
Kali age. Well done, Südra! Well done, women!’ 
Now we are desirous to know why this was said, why 
you called them, repeatedly, happy. Tell us the mean- 
ing of it, if it be not amystery. We will then propose 
to you the question that oceupies our thoughts.” 
Being thus addressed by the Munis, Vyasa smiled, 
and said to them: “Hear, excellent sages, why I uttered 
the words ‘Well done! Well done! The fruit of pen- 
ance, of continence, of silent prayer, and the like, 
practised, in the Krita age, for ten years, in the Treta, 
for one year, in the Dwapara, for a month, is obtained, 
in the Kali age, in a day and night. ee did I 
exclaim: ‘Excellent, excellent is ‘the Kali age.’ That 
reward which a man obtains, in the Krita, by abstract 
meditation, in the Tretá, by sacrifice, in the Dwapara, 
by adoration, he receives, in the Kali, by merely recit- 
ing the name of Kesava. In the Kali age, a man dis- 
plays the most exalted virtue by (very) little exertion: 
therefore, (pious sages) who know what virtue is, I 
was pleased with the Kali age. Formerly, the Vedas 
were to be acquired, by the twice-born, through the 
diligent observance of self-denial;} and it was their 
duty to celebrate s sacrifices confor mably to the ritual. 


* See Vol. RA p. . 158. 
t Brahmacharya. 
i Vratacharyd. 
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x 


* idle feasts, and fruitless ceremo- 
nies were practised but to mislead the twice-born: for, 
although observed, by them, devoutly, yet, in conse- 
quence of some irregularity in their celebration, sin 
was incurred in all their works; and what they ate or 
what they drank ‘did not effect the fulfilment of their 
desires. f In all their objects the twice-born enjoyed 
no independence; and they attained their respective 
spheres only with exceeding pain. The Südra, (on the 
contrary,) more fortunate than they, reaches his as- 
signed station by rendering them service, and per- 
forming merely the sacrifice of preparing food,: in 
whieh $ no rules determine what may or may not be 
eaten, what may or may not be drunk. Therefore, most 
excellent sages, || is the Südra fortunate. 

“Riches are accumulated, by men, in modes not in- 
compatible with their pecuhar duties; and they are 
then to be bestowed upon the worthy, and expended 
in constant sacrifice. There is great trouble in their 
acquisition; great care, in their preservation; great 
distress, from the want of them; and great grief, for 


Then idle prayers, 


* Katha. “Praise of Krishna”, the commentators say. 
f A free rendering. 


z URANA | This implies “possessing the privilege of 
domestic sacrifices," For the pdakayajnas, which have nothing to do with 
ordinary cookery, see Vol. IIL, p. 114, notes 7 and §. 

§ This has not the connexion with what precedes that the Translator 
supposed. For “in which”, read “and for him”, or the like,—to render 
freely. 

|| Muni-sardula. 

«| It is, rather, implied, that there is difficulty in the proper application 
of them: 


aut afefaaara fare ret TUTA | 
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their loss.* Thus, eminent Brahmans, through these 
and other sources of anxiety, men attain their allotted 
spheres of PrajápatiT and the rest, (only by exceeding 
labour and suffering). (This is not the case with 
women.) A woman has only to honour her husband, 
in act, thought, and speech, to reach the same region 
to which he is elevated; and she, thus, accomplishes 
her object without any great exertion. This was the 
purport of my exclamation ‘Well done!’ the third time. 
I have, thus, related to you (what you asked). Now 
demand the question you came to put to me, in any 
way you please; and I will make you a distinct reply." 

The Munis then said (to Vyása): “The question we 
intended to have asked you has been already answered, 
by you, in your reply to our subsequent inquiry." On 
hearing which, Krishna Dwaipáyana laughed, and said 
to the holy persons: who had come to see him, whose 
eyes were wide open with astonishment: *I perceived, 
with the eye (of) divine (knowledge), the question you 
intended to ask; and, in allusion to it, I uttered the 
expressions *Well done! Well done!' In truth, in the 
Kali age, duty is discharged with very little trouble $ 
by mortals whose faults are, all, washed away by the 
water of their individual merits; by Stidras, throngh 
diligent attendance (only) upon the twice-born; and 
by women, through the slight effort of obedience to 
their husbands. Therefore, Brahmans, did I thrice ex- 


* I find no Sanskrit for this clause. 

t In the original, Prajapatya. For this heaven, see Vol. I, p. 98, 
notes 1 and =». 

i Tapasa. : 

$ Some MSS. yield ‘time’. 
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press my admiration of their happiness; for, in the 
Kíita and other ages, great were the toils of the regen- 
erate to perform their duty. I waited not for your in- 
quiry, but replied, at once, to the question you purpos- 
ed to ask. Now, ye who know what virtue is, what 
else do you wish me to tell you?” 

The Munis then saluted and praised Vyása, aud, 
being freed, by him, from uncertainty, departed as they 
came. To you, also, excellent (Maitreya), have I im- 
parted this secret, m one great virtue of the (other- 
wise) vicious Kali age.* The dieu T of the world, 
and the aggregation of the elements,: I will now de- 
scribe to you.' 


! The illustration of the efficacy of devotion to Vishnu, given 
in this Chapter, is peculiar to this Purana; but the doctrine is 
common to it and the Bhágavata. It is repeatedly inculcated in 
that work. The parallel passage, in the Twelfth Book,$ is the 
following: *Purushottama, abiding in the hearts of men, takes 


* Sridhara seems to recognize the following verse, disregarded by the 
Translator : 


AANI AMY qua wi ws | 
This verse is identical with one near the end of the passage cited, 
from the Bhagavata-purana, in note §, below. 
+ Upasamhriti. 
SUTRA | Sridhara: JAQA | AN fea 
fea HATA | Ratnagarbha: WATTATA | Geifa site | 
$ Chapter III., 45—52: 
dei afar az TIGER i 
adrecta fane ANITTA: II 
ya: AfA wra: vfsaaredts fü T | 
qui yatta TT rH WATYATMAA di 
aut Sfa feat afegat wfer args | 
VARTA fr ANETTA T 
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away all the sius of the Kali age, produced by place or property. 
Bhagavat, abiding in the heart, and heard, repeated, read of, 
worshipped, or honoured, dissipates tlie ills of men for ten thou- 
sand births. As fire, entering into the substance of gold, purifies 
it from the alloy with which it is debased in the mine, so Vishnu, 
united with the devotee, is the refiner froin all that is evil. By 
learning, penance, suppression of breath, friendship, pilgrimage, 
ablution, mortifieation, gifts, prayer, the soul attains not that 
exceeding purity which it derives from the presence of Vishnu. 
Therefore, with all your soul, O king, hold Kesava ever present 
in your heart, Let one about to die be most careful in this; for 
so he goes to supreme felicity. Let the name of the supreme god, 
Vishüu, be repeated, diligently, by all, in their last moments; for 
he who desires liberation shall attain it by the frequent repetition 
of the name of Ktishna. Final felicity is derived, in the Krita 
age, from holy study; in the Tretá, from religious rites. In the 
Dwápara, it is attained by pious services; but, in the Kali age, 
it is secured by repeating the name of Hari." Similar doctrines 
are taught in the Gita, and other Vaishnava works. See Asiatic 
Researches, Vol. XVI., p. 116. * 


faama: mufa- 
Ainaa aA: | 
maaya AAAS AAT 
wer fea naaa i 
amatam Uses FANTA | 
faaarii aafaa urfa uci afar i 
feaeürcfasst wma cau | 
HAAS A UAFAITAT Wu | 
areata aafaa Qa AYU: | 
dw; HM FAA: wi Asia I 
wa werd fawi ware qadt AE: | 
amt ufcaqarat aut auferri N 
* Or Professor Wilson’s collected Works, Vol. I., p. 161. 


CHAPTER III. 


Three different kinds of dissolution. Duration of a Parárdha. 
The elepsydra, or vessel for measuring time. The dissolution 
that oceurs at the end of a day of Brahma. 


THE dissolution? of existing beings is of three 
kinds,—incidental, elemental, and absolute.’ The inci- 
dental is that which relates to Brahma, and occurs at 
the end of a Kalpa; the elemental is that which takes 


' The first is called Naimittika, t ‘occasional’ or ‘incidental,’ 
or Bráhmya, as occasioned by the intervals of Brahma’s days; 
the destruction of creatures, though not of the substance of the 
world, occurring during his night. The general resolution of the 
elements into their primitive source, or Prakriti, is the Prákritika 
destruction, and occurs at the end of Brahma’s life. The third, 
the absolute or final, Atyantika, is individual annihilation; Moksha, 
exemption for ever from future existence. ? The Bhagavata§ here 
notices the fourth kind, of which mention occurred in a preceding 
passage (Vol. L, p. 113), —Nitya, or constant dissolution ;—ex- 
plaining it to be the imperceptible change that all things suffer 
in the various stages of growth and decay, life and death. “The 
various conditions of beings subject to change are occasioned by 
that constant dissolution of life which is rapidly produced by the 
resistless stream of time, taking everything perpetually away:" 

erertrarerqergp fesraTaret AART | 
URATA SISDHSTHTEUS: 1 
The Váyu describes but three kinds of Pralaya, omitting the 


Nitya. 


* Pratisanchara. See Vol. I., p. 52, note «. 
y Corrected from * Naimittaka ”. 

i Vide supra, p. 61, note §, ad finem. 
SEXITS [V 35. 
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place after two Parardhas; the absolute is (final) liber- 
ation * (from existence). 

MarrnEYA. — Tell me, excellent master, what is the 
enumeration of a Parardha, the expiration of two of 
which is the period of elemental dissolution. ' 

PanASaRA. —A Parárdha, Maitreya, is that number 
which occurs in the eighteenth place of figures, enu- 
merated aecording to Wis rule of decimal notation.” At 


! Maitreya has a rather indifferent memory (see Vol. L, pp. 46, 
47); but the periods specified in the two places do not agree. In 
the First Book, two Parárdhas, as equal to one hundred years 
of Brahiná, are 311.040.000.000.000 years of mortals. 

2? Counting according to this mode of enumeration, a Parárdha 
is represented by 100.000.000.000.000.000. The Vayu Purana has 


~ Moksha, —— 

+ Quoted by Sridhara and Ratnagarbha, as follows: 
Afaa uxrdfafa ated | 
were fagu arfa urA N AT: N 
ara quw faae gu NÄ AA: | 
wesWqd amtayi nga aa: I 
agg "ja Ww qu Cus Was Uta | 
aq aq faad 4 Ug: uaaa qi 
AAS) AAAA WY WaT F | 
vaags Raa gifa nuaa? u 


The English of this is, in brief, as below, and corrects Professor Wil- 
son's representation, in several particulars: 


JU SUL coco SNNT NORTE CT a 1 
Dasa - E enr 10 
T Lans UU CERTE EIEEES. 100 
lut eu e kkas 1.000 
Auta E EEEEEN 10.000 
NEMUA NENNT e ree 100.000 
PAATE 5 UE as 1.000.000 


(ATO (ee Tees as 10.000.000 
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the end of twice that period, elemental dissolution 
occurs, when all the discrete products of nature are 


a term for each of these decimal values: Dasa (ZW), 10; Sata 
(Wa), 100; Sahasra (Qg), 1000; Ayuta (aga), 10.000; Niyuta 
(faga), 100.000; Prayuta (HJA), 1.000.000; Arbuda ($7), 
10.000.000; Nyarbuda* (sra), 100.000.000;  Viinda (qe). 
1.000.000.000; Para (WX), 10.000.000.000; Kharva (xp), 
100.000.000.000; Nikharva (f#@@), 1.000.000.000.000; Sankha 
(ITF), 10.000.000.000.000; Padma (Wf), 100.000.000.000.000; Sa- 
mudra (Qg), 1.000.000.000.000.000; Madhyama ł (WAA), 
10.000 000.000.000.000;§ Parárdha (@TTE), 100.000.000.000.000.000. || 


Nyara a CR 100.000.000 
inda a e seen. 1.000.000.000 
Kharva e NE 10.000.000.000 
NNa OA So Aree nae 100.000.000.000 
Sankha se eres 1.000 000.000.000 
Padma c E 10.000.000.000.000 
Samudra ........ 100.000.000.000.000 
M OH TT coe 1.000.000.000.000.000 
Ana 500 0080¢ 10.000.000.000.000.000 


Parardha. ... 100.000.000.000.000.000 
2 parardhas, i. e., half-paras, = a para. 

Our commentators’ manuscripts of the Vdyu-purdia must have differed 
very noticeably, as to the foregoing passage, from those to which I have 
access, 

A niyuta denotes, according to different authorities, a hundred thousand, 
a million, &c. More usually, however, it is a synonym of laksha; as in 
the passage annotated supra, p. 92, note t. See Messrs. Bóhtlingk and 
Roth's Sanskrit- Wörterbuch, sub voce faga. 

For a very learned article on Sanskrit numeration, from the pen of 
Dr. Albrecht Weber, see the Zeitschrift der Deutschen morgenlándischen 
Gesellschaft, Vol. XV., pp. 132—140. 

" Corrected from “Nyurvuda”, and the Sanskrit similarly. 

+ The original word is not, here, a technicality. 

+ Read “Madhya”. See note + in the preceding page. 

$ Anta is here omitted, 

|| In the Lildvati, Chapter IL, Section I, the pardrdha is arrived at 
differently, in this wise: 
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withdrawn into their indiserete source. The shortest 
period of time is a oe which is equal to the twink- 
ling of the human eye.” Fifteen Mátrás make a Kash- 
tha; thirty Káshthás, one Kala; fifteen Kalas, one Ná- 
diká. A Nádiká is ascertained by a measure of water, 
with a vessel made of twelve Palas and a half of copper, 
in the bottom of which there is to be a hole made with 
a tube of gold, of the weight of four Mashas, and four 
inclu un ‘+ According to the Mágadha measure, 


In the First Book, the Parardha, as the half of Bralimi's life, is 
but 155.520.000.000.000,—fifteen, instead of eighteen, places of 
figures. 

' The description of the Cigna dra is ils brief, and wanting 


Ue E eee ee dU A SA os 1 
Disco NOn ROO 10 
Cg eeu et REDE 100 
SANASTO e Me. qu eee 1.000 
JUL RES ID EO STO 10.000 
JEAN Meet Te 100.000 
IRRITA i ossis Vp E 1.000.000 
VATES TT TC ETSI 10.000.000 
AU sanedecoonas occ 100.000.000 
E 2 er 1.000.000.000 
RO APUG etnies issn t's 10.000.000.000 
Nkhata cc augue ss 100.000.000.000 
Mahápadma........ 1.000.000.000.000 
SCs ooaodguododE 10.000.000.000.000 
valadi eee was 100.000.000.000.000 
nia Sees ctus 1.000.000.000.000.000 
Madhya RS 10.000.000.000.000.000 


Parardha.... 100.000.000.000.000.000 
As words, abja is a synonym of padma; and jaladhi, of samudra. 


' ARAN ag BCA ATATATA: HATUA: | 
+ VATTATAS: AT g VATA TMNT 
faa: watz aghiagqrgs: u 


The expression WIAA ST is explained, by the commentators, to 
mean “twelve and a half". The Bhagavata-purdia has dudüatirdha. 
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the vessel should hold a Prastha (or sixteen Palas) of 
water. Two of these Nádikás make one Muhürtta,— 
thirty of which are one day and night. Thirty such 
periods form a month; twelve months make a year, or 
a day and night of the gods; and three hundred and 
sixty such days constitute a year of the celestials. An 
aggregate of four ages contains twelve thousand divine 
years; and a thousand periods of four ages complete a 
day of Brahina. That period is, also, termed a Kalpa, 
during which fourteen Manus preside; and, at the end 
of it, occurs the incidental or Brahma dissolution. The 
nature of this dissolution is very fearful. Hear me de- 
scribe it, as well as that which takes place at the ele- 
mental dissolution, which I will, also, relate to you. 
At the end of a thousand periods of four ages, the 
earth is, for the most part, exhausted. A total dearth 
then ensues, which lasts a hundred years; and, in conse- 


in precision, One of the commentaries* is more explicit: “A 
vessel made of twelve Palas and a half of copper, and holding a 
Prastha, (Magadha measure) of water, broad at top, and having, 
at bottom, a tube of gold, of four Máshas weight, four fingers 
long, is placed in water; and the time in which the vessel is filled 
by the hole in the bottom is called a Nádiká :? area Te TUSTITH- 
Ae wid Wei dfaaqearad aa AGATIAICF MEATS HAT 
aafe ae afi Aa PSEUD WISI area Waa aTa- 
ata atfeafa | The term Saláká generally means a a needic or 
stake; but it must, here, denote a pipe. The common measure of 
the Nádi is a thin shallow brass cup, with a small hole in the 
bottom. It is placed on the surface of water, in a large vessel, 
where nothing can disturb it, and where the water gradually tills 
the cup, and sinks it. Asiatic Researches, Vol. V., p. 87. 


* Sridhara’s, Ratnagarbha enters into further particulars. 
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quence of the failure of food, all beings become languid 
and exanimate, and, at last, entirely perish.” The 
eternal Vishńu then assumes the character of Rudra, 
the destroyer, and descends to reunite all (his) crea- 
tures with himself. He enters iuto the seven rays of 
the sun,!: drinks up all the waters (of the globe), and 
causes all moisture whatever, in living bodies or in the 
soil, to evaporate; thus drying up the whole earth. The 
seas, the rivers, the mountain torrents, and springs are, 
all, exhaled; and so are all the waters of Patala,§ (the 
regions below the earth). Thus fed, through his mter- 
vention,| with abundant moisture, the seven solar 
rays dilate to seven suns,” whose radiance glows above, 


i See Vol. IL, p. 297, note 1. 

? These, also, have their several appellations. The commen- 
tator T quotes the Vedas,** as the authority: Árága,tt Bhrája, 
Patala, Patanga, Swarnabhaj, i: Jyotishmat, and Savibhása. $$ 


L o Mm III I I € —X X «(e RMÜÓÀ—À— M M—ÀÀ——À 


"að maaarufu afa aaTayad: | 
ag wrfe gas urfsarenmdresta i 

+ Avyaya. See Vol. L, p. 17, note +». 

t See the Taittiriya-irańñyaka, 1., VIL, I. The seven suns are there 
called Aroga, Bhraja, Patara, Patanga, Swarnara, Jyotishimat, and Vibhása. 

$ “The Pátálas", according to the Sanskrit. For these domains, see 
Vol. II., pp. 209, et seq. 

|| Anubhava. 

«| Both the commentators give the names following. 

** Hereon the commentators cite a stanza: Ratnagarbha gives it as 
anonymous; but Sridhara refers it to the Aurma-purdia. The seven 
rays are there said to be Sushumńa, Harikesa, Viswakarman, Viswavyar- 
chas (?), Varchas, Vasu, Sampadvasu (?). 

Compare the particulars in notes 1 and f to p. 297 of Vol. Il. 

++ So reads Ratnagarbha. Sridhara has Aroga. 

tt Corrected from **Swamábbák ". Sridhara's reading, in my one MS., 
seems to be Swarharoman, 

$8 Vibhávasu, according to Sridhara, 
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below, and on every side,* and sets the three worlds 
and Patalay on fire. The three worlds, consumed by 
these suns, become rugged and deformed, + throughout 
the whole extent of their mountains, rivers, and seas; 
and the earth, bare of verdure, and destitute of moist- 
ure, alone remains, resembling, in appearance, the back 
of a tortoise. The destroyer of all things, Hari, in the 
form of Rudra, who is the flame of time, § becomes the 
scorching breath of the serpent Sesha, and thereby re- 
duces Pátála | to ashes. The great fire, when it has 
burnt all the divisions of Pátála, proceeds to the earth, 
and consumes it, also. S. A vast whirlpool of eddying 
flame then spreads to the region of the atmosphere, ** 
and the sphere of the gods, TT and wraps them in ruin. 
The three spheres show like a frying-pan, amidst the 
surrounding flames that prey upon all moveable or 
stationary things. The inhabitants of the two (upper) 
spheres, having discharged their functions, +} and being 
annoyed by the heat, remove to (the sphere above, or) 
Mahar-loka. When that becomes heated, its tenants, 
who, after the full period of their stay, are desirous of 


* There is no Sanskrit for *on every side". 

+ The plural is better. 

t For “rugged and deformed" the original has nissneha, “deprived of 
moisture." 

$ Kalagni. See Vol. I., p. 128, text and note $. 

| The original has the plural. 


T urarerís rers a erat AAT RETA | 
ufa wad qufa uera ii 
** Bhuvar-loka. Variant: Bhuvo-loka. 


Tf Swar-loka. 
tt Kritadhikara, Variant: htitadhikdra, “deprived of office.” 
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ascending to higher regions, depart for the Jana- 
loka. !* 

Janardana, in the person of Rudra, having consumed 
the whole world, breathes forth heavy clouds; and 
those called Samvartaka, t resembling vast elephants, 
in bulk, overspread the sky,—roaring, and darting light- 
nings. Some are as black as the blue lotos; some are 
(white) as the water-lily; some are dusky, like smoke; 
and some are yellow; some are (of a dun colour,) like 
(that of) an ass; some, like ashes sprinkled on the fore- 
head;: some are (deep blue,) as the lapis lazuli; some 


! The passage§ may, also, be understood: “Those go to Jana- 
loka, who are desirous of obtaining Brahma, or final liberation, 
through the ten stages of perfection,—devotion, penance, truth, 
&c.^ In the Vayu Purana, more details are specified. Those 
sainted mortals who have diligently worshipped Vishnu, and are 
distinguished for piety, abide, at the time of dissolation, in Mahar- 
loka, with the Pitfis, the Manus, the seven Rishis, the various 
orders of celestial spirits, and the gods. These, when the heat 
of the flames that destroy the world reaches to Mahar-loka, repair 
to Jana-loka, in their subtile forms, destined to become reem- 
bodied, in similar capacities as their former, when the world is 
renewed, at the beginning of the succeeding Kalpa. This continues 
throughout the life of Brahma. At the expiration of his life, all 
are destroyed; but those who have then attained a residence in 
the Brahma-loka, by having identified themselves, in spirit, with 
the Supreme, are, finally, resolved into the sole-existing Brahma. , 


* PAST AIATIAAT AAA: UTA | 
aed HAMA A SUTTTAT TEST: d 
+ Corrected from *Samvartta". See Vol. I., p. 53, note 3. 
$ I find MTATCafaar: | 
8 Both the commentaries dwell on it at length. 
|| For the various Lokas and their denizens, see Vol. Il, pp. 225, 
et seq. 

Ve 13 
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(azure), like the sapphire; some are (white) us the 
conch or the jasmine; and some are (black) as colly- 
rum; some are (of bright red), lke the lady-bird;* 
some are of the fierceness of red arsenic; + and some 
are like the wing of the (painted) jay. (Such are these 
massy clouds, in hue.) In form, some resemble towns; 
some, mountains: some are like houses and hovels;: 
and some are like columns. $ Mighty in size, and loud 
in thunder, they fill all space.| Showering down tor- 
rents of water, these clouds quench the dreadful fires 
whieh involve the three worlds; and then they rain, 
uninterruptedly, for a hundred years, and deluge the 
whole world. Pouring down, in drops as large as dice, 
these rains overspread the earth, and fill the middle 
region," and inundate heaven. The world is now en- 
veloped in darkness; and, all things, animate or inani- 
mate, having perished, the clouds continue to pour 
down their waters for more than a hundred years. 


* Indragopa. See Vol. IV., p. 284, note +. 
+ werfererfererrerer | 


$ “Houses and hovels" is to render kdfagára, which denotes a snper- 
structure on the roof of a house. 

$ Sridhara reads sthúla, ‘a heap’, ‘a tent’; Ratnagarbha, «rúa, ‘wool’. 
Other lections which I find are sthala ‘a mound’, ‘a tent’; and sthava, 
of unascertained signification. 

|| Nabhas-tala. 

«| Bhuvo-loka. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Continuation of the account of the first kind of dissolution. Of 
the second kind, or elemental dissolution; of all being resolved 
into primary spirit. 

WHEN the waters have reached the region of the 
seven Rishis,* and the whole of the three worlds is 
one ocean, they stop. The breath of Vishńu becomes 
a (strong) wind, which blows for more than a hundred 
years, until all the clouds are dispersed. The wind is 
theu reabsorbed; and he of whom all things are made, 
the lord by whom all things exist, he who is incon- 
ceivable, without beginning, beginning of the universe, $ 
reposes, sleeping upon Sesha, in the — of the deep. 
The ereator,$ Hari, sleeps (upon the ocean), in the 
form of Brahmá,—glorified by Sanaka|| and the saints 4 
who had gone to the Jana-loka, and contemplated by 
the holy inhabitants of Brahma-loka, anxious for final 
liberation,—involved in mystic slumber, the celestial 
personification of his own illusions, and meditating a 
his own ineffable 2 MUN which is called Vásudeva.* 


* See Vol. IL, p. 226, and p. 230, note t. 

T WOWTSS | 

* Corrected from the printer's error “without beginning of the uni- 
-— " The original is werfacifzfazr "I I 

$ Adikrit. 

|| See Vol. L, p. 59, and p. 77, note 1; also, Vol. IL, p. 200, note 1. 

«| Siddha. 

* warren feat afazi werfen: i 
aTa aaa AATA AT: N 

For Yoganidra, which the Translator here renders by ** mystic slumber”, 

see Vol. IV., p. 260, note 1. 
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This, Maitreya, is the dissolution® termed incidental; 
because Hari, in the form of Brahma, sleeps there, as 
its incidental cause. T 

When the universal spirit wakes, the world revives; 
when he closes his eyes, all things fall upon the bed of 
mystic slumber.: In like manner as a thousand great 
ages constitute a day of Brahma,§ so his might consists 
of the same period,—during which the world is sub- 
merged by a vast ocean. Awaking at the end of his 
night, the unborn, Vishnu, in the character of Brahma, 
creates the universe anew, in the manner formerly 
related to you. ' 

I have, thus, described to you the intermediate dis- 
solution | of the world, occurring at the end fi of every 
Kalpa. I will now, Maitreya, describe to you elemental 
dissolution. When, by dearth and fire, all the worlds 
and Pátálas are withered up, and the modifications of 
Mahat and other produets of nature are, by the will of 
Krishna, destroyed, the progress of elemental dissolu- 
tion is begun. Then, first, the waters swallow up the 
property of earth, (which is the rudiment of smell); 


! The Naimittika Pralaya is described in the Váyu, Bhága- 
vata, Kürma, and other Puránas, to the same effect, and, very 
commonly, in precisely the same words. 


* Pratisanchara. 
+ “Incidental cause" is for nimitta, See Vol. I., p. 65, note f, ad finem. 
MBLEILIOEERISE CIE EDI sya | 
§ The original has Padmayoni, the same as Abjayoni, for which see 
Vol. I, p. 17, note f. 
|| Pralaya, 
«j Samhara. 
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and earth, deprived ofits property, proceeds to destruc- 
tion. Devoid of the rudiment of odour, the earth be- 
comes one with water.* The waters, then, being much 
augmented, roaring, and rushing along, fill up all space, 
whether agitated or still. f When the universe is, thus, 
pervaded by the waves of the watery element, its rudi- 
mental flavour is licked up by the element of fire; and, 
in consequence of the destruction of their rudiments, 
the waters themselves are destroyed. Deprived of 
(the essential rudiment of) flavour, they become one 
with fire; and the universe is, therefore, entirely filled 
with flame, § which drinks up the water on every side, 
and gradually overspreads the whole of the world. 
While space is enveloped in flame, above, below, and 
all around, the element of wind seizes upon the rudi- 
mental property, or form, which is the cause of light; | 
and, that being withdrawn, % all becomes of the nature 
of air. The rudiment of form being destroyed, and 
fire" deprived of its rudiment, air extinguishes fire, 
and spreads, resistlessly, over space, which is deprived 
of light, when fire merges into air. Air, then, accom- 
panied by sound, which is the source of ether, extends 


* Sridhara, like several independent MSS., here interposes the following 
verse: 


Cast Wd AHS CHTGISR | 
+ fasfa faacia =) 
: aaf yar ag afaa did g T: | 
IRAUN TAAHTATTATT I 
§ maA g afa que Waal Fa | 
| faTis fa wt wd ayia HATATA, | 


« Pralina. 
** Vibhavasu, 
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(y 


everywhere throughout the ten regions of space,* until 

ether seizes upon contact. T its rudimental property. by 
the loss of which, air is destroyed, and ether: remains 
unmoditied: devoid of form. flavour. touch. $ and smell. 

it exists unembodied | and vast. and per vades the 
whole of space. Ether. * whose characteristic property 
and rudiment is sound, exists alone, occupving all the 
vacuity of space." But then the radical element 43 
(egotism.) devours sound: and all the elements and 
faculties are, at once. merged into their original. This 
primary element is conseiousness, $$ combined with the 
property of darkness. | and is. itself. swallowed up by 
Mahat. whose characteristic property is intelligence: #9 
and earth and Mahat are the inner and outer boun- 
daries of the universe. In this manner.—as (in the 
creation.) were the seven forms of nature (Prakriti). 

reckoned irom Mahat to earth.'***—so, at the (time of 


od core trég rem feat 
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elemental) dissolution,* these seven successively re- 
enter into each other. The egg of Brahma T is dissolved 
in the waters that surround it, with its seven zones, t 
seven oceans, seven regions, and their mountains. The 
investure of water 1s drunk up by fire: the (stratum 
of) fire is absorbed by (that of) air; air blends itself 
with ether; the primary element$ (of egotism) devours 
the ether, and is (itself) taken up by intellect, which. 
along with all these, is seized upon by nature (Prakriti). 
Equilibrium of the (three) properties without excess 
or deficiency, is called nature (Prakriti), origin (Hetu), 
the chief principle (Pradhaóa),* cause (Kárana), su- 
preme (Para). This Prakriti is, essentially, the same, 
whether discrete or indiscrete; only that which is 
discrete is, finally, lost or absorbed in the indiscrete. ** 
Spirit, TT also. which 1s one, pure, imperishable, eternal. 
all-pervading, is a portion of that supreme spirit which 
is all things. That spirit: which is other than (em- 
bodied) spirit, in which there are no attributes of name, 


The seven prakritiz, or productive productions, are, in the pure Sánkhya 
philosophy, mahat, ahamkdra, and the five tanmatras. See the Sankhya- 
karika, III., and the commentaries. 

With the statements in the text, which counts the seven prakritis 
from maha-buddhi—the same as mahat,—compare Vol. I., p. 40. 

* Pratyahara. 

T Sarva-maridala. 

+ Dwipa. 

$ Bhutadi. 

i Mahat. 

© a Vol. I., p. 20, note e. 


"o carer wafa: wal amama ef | 
anh QEA afaa saa |i 
Tt Pure. 
tt Sarvela. 
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species, * or the like,—which is one with (all) wisdom, 
and is to be understood as (sole) existence, +—that is 
Brahma, infinite glory, supreme spirit, supreme 
power, § Vishnu, all that is; from whence the (perfect) 
sage|| returns no more. Nature (Prakriti)—which I 
have described to you as being, essentially, both dis- 
crete and indiscrete,—and spiriti (which is united with 
body), both resolve into supreme spirit. Supreme spirit 
is the upholder of all things, and the ruler of all things,” 
and is glorified, in the Vedas and in the Vedánta, by 
the name of Vishnu. 

Works, as enjoined by the Vedas, are of two kinds, 
active (Pravfitta) and quiescent (Nivfitta), by both of 
which the universal persontt is worshipped by mankind. 
He, the lord of saerifice,: the male of sacrifice, §§ the 
most excellent male, | is worshipped, by men, in the 
active mode, by rites enjoined in the Rig-, Yajur-, and 
Sáma-Vedas. The soul of wisdom, the person of wis- 
dom, if Vishnu, the giver of emancipation, is worship- 
ped, by sages, “" in the quiescent form, through medi- 


* Naman and jati. Vide supra, p. 15, note +. 
+ Satta. 

; Ut UTA 

$ “Supreme power" is to rendor iswara. 

| Yati. 

«| Purusha. 

** This expression is to translate parameswara. 
Tt Sarva-murtti. 

i Yajneswara, 

$8 Yajna-puns. 

\||| Purushottama. 

qq Jnána-mártti, 

*** Yogin. 
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tative devotion." The exhaustless > Vishúu is whatever 
thing that is designated by long, short, or prolated syl- 
lables, or that which is without a name. He is that 
which is discrete, and that which is indiscrete: he is 
exhaustless spirit, supreme spirit, universal spirit,: 
Hari, the wearer of universal forms. Nature, whether 
diserete or indiscrete, is absorbed into him; and (de- 
tached) spirit, $ also, merges into the all-diffusive and 
unobstructed spirit. The period of two Parárdhas, as 
I have described it to you, Maitreya, is called a day of 
that potent Vishnu; and, whilst the products of nature 
are merged into their source, nature into spirit, and 
that into the Supreme, that period is termed his night, 
and is of equal duration with his day.** But, in fact, 
to that eternal supreme spirit there is neither day nor 
night; and these distinctions are only figuratively ap- 
plied to the Almighty. +7 I have, thus, explained to you 
the nature of elemental dissolution, and will now ex- 
pound to you which is final. ? 


' The Bhágavata notices the Prákrita pralaya much more 
briefly; and it is omitted in the Váyu. 


* Jnana-yoga. 
Y Ayvaya. See Vol. I., p. 17, note >». 
i Viswatman. 
& Purusha. 
|| Vyapen. 
q Atman, 
"od ow Wed MA wen GRR ANT | 
Wu faa faut Frat AMAT WETHS d 


tt WRITS AANE INTA | 


CHAPTER V. 


The third kind of dissolution, or final liberation from existence. 

Evils of worldly life. Sufferings in infancy, manhood, old age. 

Pains of hell. Imperfect felicity of heaven. Exemption from 

birth desirable by the wise. The nature of spirit or god. 
Meaning of the terms Bhagavat and Vasudeva. 


THE wise man, having investigated the three kinds 
of worldly pain, *—or mental and bodily affliction, and 
the like,'—and having acquired (true) wisdom, and 
detachment (from human objects), obtains final disso- 
lution. The first of the three pains, or Ádhyátmika, is 
of two kinds, bodily and mental. Bodily pain is of 
many kinds, as you shall hear. Affections of the head, 
catarrh, fever, cholic, fistula, spleen, hemorrhoids, 
intumescence, sickness, ophthalmia, dysentery, leprosy, 
and many other diseases constitute bodily affliction. 
Mental sufferings are love, anger, fear, hate, covetous- 
ness, stupefaction,? despair, $ sorrow, malice, | disdain, 
jealousy, envy, and many other passions which are 
engendered in the inind. These and various other 


! The three kinds of affliction, T inseparable, incidental, and 
superhuman, are fully described, in the commentary on the first 
verse of the Sánkhya Káriká, p. 8, in a similar strain as that 
which is adopted in the text. 


* Tapa-traya. 

t Here the original inserts swasa, ‘asthma’ (?). 
* Moha. 

$ Vishada. 

|| -Asuya. 

«j Vide supra, p. 60, note ». 
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(afflictions, mental or corporeal,) are comprised under 
the class of (worldly) sufferings, which is called Adhyat- 
mika (natural and inseparable). That pain to which, 
excellent Brahman, the term Adhibhautika (natural, 
but incidental,) is applied, is every kind of evil which 
is inflicted* (from withont,) upon men by beasts, } 
birds, men, goblins,? snakes, fiends,§ or reptiles; | 
and the pain that is termed Adhidaivika (or superhu- 
man,) is the work of cold, heat, wind, rain, J hghtning, 
and other (atmospherical phenomena). Affliction, Mai- 
treya, is multiplied in thousands of shapes, in (the pro- 
gress of) conception, ”* birth, decay, disease, death, and 
hell. The tender (and subtile) animal exists in the 
embryo,f} surrounded by abundant filth, floating in 
water,‘ and distorted in its back, neck, and bones; 
enduring severe pain, even in the course of its devel- 
opment, $$ as disordered by the acid, aerid, bitter, 14 
pungent,*** and saline articles of its mother's food; in- 
capable of extending or contracting its limbs, reposing 
amidst the slime of ordure and urine, every way in- 
commoded, unable to breathe, endowed with conseious- 


* There is free interpolation here. 
+ Mriga. 

t Pisdcha. 

§ Rakshasa. 

|| Sarisipa. 

«| Insert ‘water’, ambu. 

** Garbha. 

Tt Garbha, again. 

tł I find no Sanskrit for these words. 
s CLIE HEELS 

||| Katu. 
qq Tikshna. 
*** Ushia. 


204. VISHNU PURANA. 


ness,” and calling to memory many hundred (previous) 
births. Thus exists the embryo, in profound affliction, 
bound (to the world) by its (former) works. 

When the child is about to be born, its face is be- 
smeared by excrement, urine, blood, mucus,f and 
semen; its attachment to the uterus is ruptured? by 
the Prájápatya$ wind: it is turned head downwards, 
and violently expelled from the womb by the powerful 
and painful winds of parturition; and the infant, losing, 
for a tine, all sensation, when brought in contact with 
the external air, is unmediately deprived of its intel- 
lectual knowledge. Thus born, the child is tortured 
in every limb, as if pierced with thorns, or cut to pieces 
with a saw. and falls from its fetid lodgement, as from 
a sore, like a crawling thing, upon the earth. Unable 
to feel** itself, unable to turn itself, it is dependent 
upon the will of others for being bathed +} and nour- 
ished. Laid upon a dirty bed, it is bitten by insects 
and musquitoes,$$ and has not power to drive them 
away. Many are the pangs attending birth; and (many 
are those) which sueceed to birth; and many are the 


* Sachaitanya. 
t There is no word for “mucus”, in the original. 


to QAM furere: | 


§ Corrected from ‘“‘Prajapati”. 
|| “Intellectual knowledge" is to render vüjndna. 


« awatta qur: wafa gifta: | 
gfesrarrferarferat vrcwrt feret wur i 


** The original, agay? ATAMWA:, denotes scratching. 
Tt A variant yields ‘drinking milk’, 
3i Srastara, with prastara as a variant. See Vol. III., p. 131, note », 
and p. 150, note +. 
$$ Dasa, ‘gadflies.’ 
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sufferings which are inflicted by elemental and super- 
human agency, in the state of childhood.” Enveloped 
by the gloom of ignorance, and internally bewildered, 
man knows not whence he is, who he is, whither he 
goeth, nor what is his nature; by what bonds he is 
bound; what is cause, and what is not cause; what is 
to be done, and what is to be left undone; what is to 
be said, and what is to be kept silent; what is right- 
eousness, what is iniquity; in what it consists, or how; 
what is right, what is wrong;! what is virtue, what is 
vice. Thus, man, like a brute beast, addicted only to 
animal gratifications, suffers the pain that ignorance 
occasions.§ Ignorance, darkness, inactivity influence 
those devoid of knowledge, so that pious works are 
neglected; but hell is the consequence of neglect of 
(religious) acts, according to the great sages; and the 
ignorant, therefore, suffer affliction both in this world 
and in the next. 

When old age arrives, the body is infirm; the limbs 
are relaxed; the face is emaciate and shrivelled; the 
skin is wrinkled, and scantily covers the veins and 


aqra warsifa mataa q | 


+ fa AT fanati QT | I should prefer “what is effect, and what 
is not effect”, considering what we meet with just below. See the next note. 


r? fa HAMAR fam | “What is to be done, and what is not 


to be done." 
$S vd Uga RTEA WERT | 
IENPERLECECBEEUIEEUENID EUM 
| WAT ATA UTS: ATATTATAG AA: | 
auaa waded Hard fes II 


@ Rather, “the teeth decay and fall out:” faratz ya: | This 
is the only good reading that I find. 
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sinews;* the eye discerns not afar off, and the pupil 
gazes on vacuity; the nostrils are stuffed with hair; the 
trunk trembles (as it moves); the bones appear (be- 
neath the surface); the back is bowed, and the joints are 
bent; the digestive fire is extinct, and there is little ap- 
petite and little vigour;+ walking. rising, sleeping, sit- 
ting are (all,) painful efforts; the ear is dull; the eye 
is dim; the mouth is disgusting with dribbling saliva;? 
the senses no longer are obedient to the will; and, as 
death approaches, the things that are perceived even 
are immediately forgotten.$ The utterance of a single 
sentence is fatiguing; and wakefulness is perpetuated 
by (difficult) breathing, coughing, and (painful) exhaust- 
ion. The old man is lifted up by somebody else: he 
is clothed by somebody else; he is an object of con- 
tempt to his servants, his children, and his wife. In- 
capable of cleanliness, of amusement, or food, or desire, 
he is laughed at by his dependants, and disregarded by 
his kin; and, dwelling on the exploits of his youth, as 
on the actions of a past life,|| he sighs deeply, aud is 
sorely distressed. Such are some of the pains which 
old age is condemned to suffer. I will now deseribe to 
you the agonies of death. 

The neck droops; the feet and hands are relaxed; 
the body trembles; the man is, repeatedly, exhausted, 


* qferergfarae: 
Y Cheshtita, ‘activity.’ 
i owes: 
$ WATT: AAA Aaa arya: | 
ATAU Ss E GLb Akb: At HaTT GAA It 


|| “Past life,” in the sense of previons state of existence. The original 


expression is "rege spes | 
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subdued, and visited with interrupted knowledge.* 
The principle of selfishness afflicts him, and he thinks: 
“What will become of my wealth, my lands, + my child- 
ren, my wife, my servants, my house?” The joints of 
his limbs are tortured with severe pains, as if cut by 
a saw, or as if they were pierced by the sharp arrows 
of the destroyer; he rolls his eyes, and tosses about 
his hands and feet; his lips and palate are parched and 
dry; and his throat, obstrueted by foul humours and 
deranged vital airs,§ emits a rattling sound; he is af- 
Hieted with burning heat, and with thirst, and with 
hunger; and he, at last, passes away, tortured by the 
servants of the judge of the dead, to undergo a re- 
newal of his sufferings in another body. These are the 
agonies which men have to endure, when they die. I 
will now describe to you the tortures which they sutfer 
in hell. 

Men are bound, when they die, by the servants of 
the king of Tartarus, " with cords, and beaten with 
stieks, and have, then, to encounter the fierce aspect 
of Yama, and the horrors of their terrible route. In 
the different hells there are various intolerable tortures 
with burning sand;** fire, machines, and weapons: some 


" Sugary eats aA GUYS AT: | 
sever wow graa AA: i 
T Dhanya, ‘grain.’ 

; The Sanskrit has Antaka, the same as Yama, Vide supra, p. 16, 
note $8. 
$ This is a free rendering. 


|| arafa cated: | 
« wife | 
€ ACMATYJAT: | Jompare the Laws of the Manavas, XII., 76. 
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are severed with saws; some, roasted in forges;* some 
are chopped with axes; some, buried in the ground; 
some are mounted on stakes; some, cast to wild beasts, + 
(to be devoured); some are gnawed by vultures; some, 
torn by tigers;: some are boiled in oil; some, rolled in 
caustic slime;$ some are precipitated from great 
lieights: some, tossed (upwards) by engines. The num- 
ber of punishments inflicted in hell, which are the con- 
sequences of sin, is infinite.’ 

But not in hell alone do the souls of the deceased 
undergo pain: there is no cessation, even in heaven; 
for its temporary inhabitant is ever tormented with the 
prospect of descending again to earth. | Again is he 
hable to conception and to birth; he is merged again 
into the embryo, and repairs to it, when about to be 
born; then he dies, as soon as born, or in infancy, or 
in youth, or in old age. Death, sooner or later, is in- 
evitable." As long as he lives, he is immersed in mani- 
fold afflictions, hke the seed of the cotton amidst the 
down** that is to be spun into thread. In aequiring, 


! Some further particulars of the different hells, and the punish- 
ments inflicted in them, have been given before. See Vol. HM., 
pp. 214, et seq. 


* Mushd, ‘crucibles.’ 
SIEGEN 
* Dwipin, ‘ounces’, or ‘panthers’. 
$ MICAS | 
| w wae fare aca qeuufe: | 
eas fa craters rferarretrfer ferdfar: u 


4 This sentence is to render yal afa: | 
** Pakshman, ‘filaments.’ 
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losing, and preserving wealth, there are many griefs; 
and so there are in the misfortunes of our friends.” 
Whatever (is produced that) is (most) acceptable to 
man, that, Maitreya, becomes a seed whence springs 
the tree of sorrow. Wife, children, servants, house, 
lands, riches contribute much more to the misery, 
than to the happiness, of mankind. Where could man, 
scorched by the fires of the sun of this world, f look 
for felicity, were it not for the shade afforded by the 
tree of emancipation? Attainment of the divine being 
is considered, by the wise, as the remedy of the three- 
fold class of ills that beset the different stages of life, 
—conception, birth, and decay,—as characterized by 
that only happiness which effaces all other kinds of 
felicity, however abundant, and as being absolute and 
final. ' $ 

It should, therefore, be the assiduous endeavour of 
wise men to attain unto God.* The means of such at- 


! All this is conformable to the Sankhya doctrines, in parti- 
cular, although the same spirit pervades all Hindu metaphysics. 
? Tasmat Tat práptaye yatnah kartavyah panditair naraili: 
AMTAMTAS Ga: HAY NERA: | 
The expression Tat-praptaye, “for the obtaining of that,” refers 
to the phrase immediately preceding, —Bhagavat-praptih, **ob- 
taining of," or “attaining to, Bhagavat," the Lord. 


——————ÀM— M ———————————————————————————————————————————— 
SS €————————————————————————————ÀÁBÀÁÀ 


` weaefautag i 
+ Samasara. 

: aza fPafewerfa qaqaiae fE: | 
MAMTA, aY AfA: |i 
fsrcanfaatar a reta eura | 
Sus anana tarara AAT | 
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tainment are said, great Muni, to be knowledge and 
works. Knowledge is of two kinds,—that which is de- 
rived from scripture, and that which is derived from 
reflection.* Brahma that is the word is composed of 
scripture; Brahma that is supreme is produced of re- 
flection.’ Ignorance is utter darkness, in which know- 
ledge obtained through any sense (as that of hearing,) 
shines like a lamp; but the knowledge that is derived 
from reflection breaks upon the obscurity like the sun.T 
What has been said by Manu, when appealing to the 
meaning of the Vedas, with respect to this subject, I 
will repeat to you.: There are two (forms of) spirit 
(or God),—the spirit which is the word, and the spirit. 
which is supreme. He who 1s thoroughly imbued with 
the word of God obtains supreme spirit.” The Atharva 
Veda, also, states that there are two kinds of know- 


! Brahina is of two kinds; Sabda-Brahma,—spirit, or God, to 
be attained through the word (that is, the Vedas,) and the duties 
they prescribe; and Para-Brahma,—spirit, or God, to be attained 
through reflection, by which the difference between soul and mat- 
ter is ascertained. 

? This seems intended as a quotation from Manu; but it has 
uot been found in the code. It is: 

a sut Sfeaa wera Vt F UA 
wera ferum: wt afana fa i$ 


* Viveka. 
+ Way qa qart CARREGAL pii l 
TaT qian rei wfaeud FIKIA i 
: agea qur wen ufa | 
REGE A DILE day WAT AA il 


$ This stanza appears in the Maitri-upanishad, V1., 22; and it occurs 
in the Mahábhdrata, Sánti-parvan, śl. $550, 8551. 
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ledge. By (the one which is) the supreme, God* i 
P uns the other is that which consists of the Rich 
and other Vedas.’ That which is imperceptible, unde- 
caying, inconceivable, unborn, inexhaustible, T indeseri- 
Efe a which has neither form, nor hands, nor feet;: 
which is almighty,$ omnipresent, eternal; the cause of 
all things, and without cause; permeating all, itself un- 
penetrated, and from which all things proceed,—that 1s 
the object which the wise behold, that is Brahma, that is 
the supreme state, that is the subject of contemplation 
to those who desire liberation, that is the thing spoken 
of by the Vedas, the infinitely subtile, supreme condi- 
tion of Vishńu.|| That essence of the Supreme is de- 


1 The commentator quotes other passages from the Vedas, of 
a similar tendency; intimatiug, however, the necessity of perform- 
ing acts prior to attaining knowledge; as: Mula agf« UR aay 
Wa g WCHT afa: ı** “The decoction (preparatory process) 
being digested by rites, thereafter kuowledge is the supreme re- 


source,” 


afaa qa dieit faaagaaga | 


“Having crossed the gulf of death by ignorance (ceremonial 
acts), man obtains immortality by (holy) knowledge.” 


* Akshara. 

t Avyaya. Seo Vol. I, p. 17, note «. 

* Compare Vol. IV., p. 253. 

$ Vibhu. 

| gfaatanfed qui afar: ata UZA i 

« Paranatman. 

** This seems to be a selection from the following stanza, cited by the 
commentator Ratnagarbha : 


waranty: aAa wq wer nfa: i 


Hula wife ua dut WTA Wada i 
14* 
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fined by the term Bhagavat.’ The word Bhagavat is 
the denomination of that primeval and eternal god;* 
and he who fully understands the meaning of that ex- 
pression 1s possessed of holy wisdom,—the sum and 
substance of the three Vedas.¢ The word Bhagavat 
is à convenient form to be used in the adoration of 
that supreme bemg: to whom no term is applicable; 
and, therefore, Bhagavat expresses that Supreme Spirit, 
which is individual, almighty, and the cause of causes 
of all things. § The letter Bha implies the cherisher and 
supporter (of the universe). By ga is understood the 
leader, impeller, or creator. The dissyllable Bhaga in- 
dieates the six properties,—dominion, might, glory, 
splendour, wisdom and dispassion.; The purport. of 


' According to the comment, allusion is here made to the 


twelve-syllable Mantra (or mystic formula) addressed to Vishnu: 
“Om Bhagavate Vásudeváya namah; T ‘Om! Salutation to Bhaga- 
vat Vasudeva: the repetition of which, by those devoted (bhakta) 
to Vishnu, is the easy mode of securing their liberation.” The 
mysticism is, however, uo doubt, older than the worship of 
Vishnu; and the term Bhagavat is defined, in the text, according 
to the interpretation of the Vedas. 


* Atman. 
+ wd fanfara aaa qu qu: | 
Wad Wer sse Wed QastaagA ii 
t Brahma. 
§ Ja aerfayara ui aafu aaa | 
qu ANTS: ATACUATTT | 
| trae ware vas ave: fra: | 
WATT Is wai AT CAF AT 
«j See Vol. L, p. 99, note *. 
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the letter va is that elemental spirit in which all beings 
exist, and which exists in all beings.'* And, thus, this 
great word Bhagavat is the name of Vásudeva,—who 
is one with the supreme Brahma,—and of no one else. 
This word, therefore, which is the general denomina- 
tion of an adorable object, is not used, in reference to 
the Supreme, in a general, but a special, signification. 
When applied to any other (thing or person), it is used 
in its customary or general import. T In the latter case, 
it may purport one who knows the origin, and end, 
and revolutions of beings, and what is wisdom, t what 
ignorance. In the former, it denotes wisdom,$ energy, 
power, dominion, might, glory, without end, and with- 
out defect. || 

The term Vásudeva means, that all beings abide in 
that Supreme Being, and that he abides in all beings;? 
as was formerly explained by Kesidhwaja to Khandh- 


! The commentator says, these interpretations are from the 
Nirukta,—the glossary of the Vedas. The more etymological de- 
rivation of the term is: Bhaga, ‘power,’ ‘authority,’ and vat, pos- 
sessive affix. 

? From the root Vas (qq), ‘abiding,’ ‘dwelling.’ See Vol. I, 
pp. l and 17. 


—————————— —— —À— ————————————————— ~~. 


* qafa aa afa yraafaarate | 
AAYASAAY FHTUTAAAS AT: T 
+ aa yau fafaa faa: i 
Asa MRT AIA TATTA: I 
+ Vidya. 
§ Jnana. 


| fam errerrfafar: | 
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kya, called Janaka,* when he inquired of him an ex- 
planation of the name of the immortal, Vasudeva. 
He said: “He dwelleth internally in all beings; and all 
things dwell in him; and, thence, the lord Vasudeva is 
the creator and preserveri of the world. He, though 
one with all beings, is beyond and separate from mate- 
rial nature (Prakriti), from its products, from proper- 
ties, from imperfections; he is beyond all investing 
substance; he is universal soul. All the interstices of 
the universe are filled up by him.§ He is one with all 
good qualities; and all created beings are endowed 
with but a small portion of his individuality. || Assum- 
ing, at will, various forms, he bestows benefits on the 
whole world, which was his work. Glory, might, do- 
minion, wisdom, ** energy, power, and other attributes 
are collected in him. Supreme of the supreme, in whom 
no imperfections fF abide, lord over finite and infinite, + 


* Vide infra, p. 217, notes 1, =, and $. 
T Ananta. 
i “Creator” and “preserver” are to render dhátři and vidhat/i; for 
which vide supra, p. 15, note «f. 
$ a adya: vata faa 
"pui Way ge enm: | 
ETSI TSCUTE § faaan 
Aagi JITANT I 
Instead of @ aaya: wafa, the stanza begins with qq aaya- 
Weta, according to several MSS. 
| akti. 
7 vserTétarfsrad rea e: 
«arferersrasafer qt S aT i 
* Mahdvabodha. 


qt Klesa. 
33 Pardparesa. 
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god in individuals and universals,* visible and invisi- 
ble, omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, almighty. 
The wisdom, perfect, T pure, supreme, undefiled, and 
one only, by which he is conceived, contemplated, and 
known,—that is wisdom: all else is ignorance.” 


* afsaafeem: | See Vol. IV., p. 255, note $. The commentators 
concrete vyashti into Sankarshana, &c., and samashti into Vasudeva. 
+ Asta-dosha. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Means of attaining liberation. Anecdotes of Khandikya and 
Kesidhwaja. The former instructs the latter how to atone for 
permitting the death of a cow. Kesidhwaja offers him a re- 
quital; and he desires to be instructed in spiritual knowledge. 


HE, Purnshottama, is, also, known by holy study* 
and devout meditation; + and either, as the cause of 
attaining him, is entitled Brahma. From study let a 
man proceed to meditation, and from meditation to 
study :' by perfection in both, supreme spirit becomes 
manifest. Study is one eye, wherewith to behold it; 
and meditation is the other. He who is one with 
Brahma sees not with the eye of flesh. § 

MarrnEYA.—heverend teacher, I am desirous of 
being informed what is meant by the term meditation 
(Yoga), by understanding which I may behold the Su- 
preme Being, the upholder of the universe. 


' Both study of the Vedas (Swádhyáya) and abstraction (Yoga) 
are to be practised. When a man is weary of one, he may ap- 
ply to the other. The Yoga, | 
to silent prayer. 

AUT: VAMTASTAT SATA: VATA | 
“Wearied of meditation, let him pray inaudibly: weary of prayer, 


however, limits the practical part 


let him repeat meditation." 

aqaa Nia E ES EHE HE EE 
"By the union of prayer aud meditation let hin behold soul in 
himself." 


* Swadhyaya. Vide infra, p. 229, note $. + Samyama. } Yoga. 
$ a RETI FE SIT Wd 
|| The verses quoted by the Translator are given by both the com- 
mentators, and as from the Yoga-sdstra. 
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PARASARA.—I will repeat to you (Maitreya,) the ex- 
planation formerly given by Kesidhwaja to the magnani- 
mous Khandikya, also called Janaka. * 

MarrREYA,— Tell me, first, Brahman, who Khandikya 
was, and who was Kesidhwaja; and how it happened, 
that a conversation relating to (the practice of) Yoga 
occurred between them. 

PaRÁSaRA.— There was Janaka, (named) Dharma- 
dhwaja, who had two sons, Mitadhwaja and Krita- 
dhwaja; and the latter was a king ever intent upon 
existent supreme spirit: his son was the celebrated 
Kesidhwaja. The son of Mitadhwaja was Janaka, 
called Khándikya.': Khandikya was diligent in the 
way of works, and was renowned, on earth, for reli- 
gious rites. Kesidhwaja, on the other hand, was en- 
dowed with spiritual knowledge. These two were en- 
gaged in hostilities; and Khandikya was driven from 
his principality by Kesidhwaja. Expelled from his 
dominions, he wandered, with a few followers, his 
priest, and his counsellors, amidst woods and mount- 


1 No such names occur amongst the Maithila kings of the 
Vishnu Purana (see Vol. IIT., pp. 330, et seg.) ; but, as there noticed 
(p. 333, note 28), the Bhágavata inserts them. Janaka is used as 
a title. Kritadhwaja, in some of the copies, is read Ritadhwaja. 


* That is to say, Janaka, son of Khandika. In the Bhdgavata-puráia, 
IX., XIIL, 20, he is called son of Mitadhwaja; and, the original of the 
Vishnu-purdia being ambignous, I have corrected accordingly Professor 
Wilson's *Amitadhwaja", just below. Mitadhwaja was patronymically called 
Khándika; and his father must have been called Khandika, with other 
names. t agrara tfaa: | 

* Here, as in p. 214, supra, the original does not yield “Janaka, called 
Khándikya", but Khandikyajanaka. Also see note *, above. 

$ But also see note ««», in the page referred to. 
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ains, where, destitute of true wisdom, he performed 
many sacrifices, expecting, thereby, to obtain divine 
truth, and to escape from death by ignorance.** 
Once, whilst the best of those who are skilled in 
devotion T (Kesidhwaja.) was engaged in devout exer- 
cises,? a fierce tiger slew his milch-cow,’ in the lonely 
forest. When the Raja heard that the cow had been 
killed, he asked the ministering priests what form of 
penance would expiate the crime. They replied, that 
they did not know, and referred him to Kaseru. Ka- 
seru,§ when the Raja consulted him, told him that he 
knew not, but that Sunaka would be able to tell him. 
Accordingly, the Raja went to Sunaka; but he replied: 
“I am as unable, great king, to answer your question 
as Kaseru has been; and there is no one now, upon 
earth, who can give you the information, except your 
enemy Khandikya, whom you have conquered." 
Upon receiving this answer, Kesidhwaja said: “I will 
go, then, and pay a visit to my foe. If he kill me, no 


! The performance of rites, as a means of salvation, is called 
ignorance, in the Vedas (vide supra, p. 211, note 1). Works are 
recommended as introductory to the acquirement of knowledge: 
it is ignorance to consider them as finite. 

? Tasya dhenum (AQ WW). One copy has Homa-dhenum, 
‘cow of sacrifice; another, Dharma-dhenum, || ‘cow of righteous- 
ness? The commentator explains the terms as importing the same 
thing,—a cow yielding milk for holy purposes, or for the butter 
which is poured, in anos upon the sacrificial fire. 


* surfaarafuura aq gafara i 
1 All my MSS. have the ceci afazi qT I i Yoga. 
$ The original calls him a Bhargava, or descendant of Bhrigu. 
|| Dharma-dogdhrim is the only variant noticed by Sridhara or Ratna- 
garbha; and the former explains it by AÀoma-dhenum. 
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matter; for, then, I shall obtain the reward that attends 
being killed in a holy cause.* If (on the contrary,) he 
tell me what penanee to perform, then my saerifice 
will be unimpaired iu efficacy." Accordingly, he as- 
cended his ear, having clothed himself in the deer-skin 
(of the religious student), and went to the forest where 
the wise Khandikya resided. When Khandikya beheld 
him approach, his eyes reddened with rage, and he 
took up his bow, and said to him: “You have armed 
yourself with the deer-skin, to accomplish my destruc- 
tion; imagining, that, in such an attire, you will be safe 
from me. But, fool, the deer upon whose backs this 
skin is seen are slain, by you and me, with sharp ar- 
rows. So will I slay you: you shall not go free, whilst 
I am living. You are an unprincipled felon, who have 
robbed me of my kingdom, and are deserving of 
death.” + To this, Kesidhwaja answered: “I have come 
hither, Khandikya, to ask you to solve my doubts, and 
not with any hostile intention. Lay aside, therefore, 
both your arrow and your anger.” Thus spoken to; 
Khandikya retired, awhile, with his counsellors and 
his priest, and consulted with them what course to 
pursue. They strongly urged him to slay Kesidhwaja, 
who was now in his power, and by whose death he 
would again become the monarch of the whole earth. 
Khandikya replied to them: “It is, no doubt, true, that, 
by such an act, I should become the monarch of the 
whole earth. He, however, would, thereby, conquer 


‘a ae domare gara HÌ i 

ma Vs ur owt ate at a gfaafa ii 

+ The translation is free hereabouts, as throughout the rest of the 
Chapter. 
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the world to come; whilst the earth would be mine. 
Now, if I do not kill him, I shall subdue the next world, 
and leave him this earth. It seems to me, that this 
world is not of more value than the next: for the sub- 
jugation of the next world endures for ever; the con- 
quest over this is but for a brief season. I will. there- 
fore, not kill him, but tell him what he wishes to know." 

Returning, then, to Kesidhwaja, Khándikya* desired 
him to propose his question, which he promised to 
answer; and Kesidhwaja related to him what had hap- 
pened,—the death of the cow,T—and demanded to 
know what penance he should perform. Khandikya, 
in reply, explained to him, fully, the expiation that 
was suited to the occasion; and Kesidhwaja then, with 
his permission, returned to the place of saerifice, and 
regularly fulfilled every necessary act. Having com- 
pleted the ceremony, with its supplementary rites, Ke- 
sidhwaja accomplished all his objects. But he then 
reflected thus: *The priests whom I invited to attend 
have, all, been duly honoured; all those who had-any 
request to make have been gratified by compliance 
with their desires; all that is proper for this world has 
been effected by me. Why, then, should my mind feel 
as if my duty had been unfulfilled?" So meditating, 
he remembered that he had not presented to Khándi- 
kya the gift that it is becoming to offer to a spiritual 
preceptor; and, mounting his chariot, he immediately 
set oif to the thick forest where that sage abode. 
Khandikya, upon his reappearance, assumed his weap- 
ons, to kill him. But Kesidhwaja exclaimed: “Forbear, 


* The original has Khandikyajanaka. + Dharma-dhenu. 
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venerable sage. I am not here to injure you, Khán- 
dikya. Dismiss your wrath; and know that I have come 
hither to offer you that remuneration which i$ due to 
you, as my instructor. Through your lessons I have 
fully completed my sacrifice; and I am, therefore, de- 
sirous to give you a gift. Demand what it shall be.” 

Khandikya, having once more communed with his 
counsellors, told them the purpose of his rival’s visit, 
and asked them what he should demand. His friends 
recommended him to require his whole kingdom back 
again; as kingdoms are obtained, by prudent men, 
without conflicting hosts. The reflecting king Khan- 
dikya laughed, and replied to them; “Why should a 
person such as | be desirous of a temporary earthly 
kingdom? Of a truth, you are able counsellors in the 
concerns of this life; but of those of the life to come 
you are, assuredly, ignorant.” So speaking, he went 
back to Kesidhwaja, and said to him: “Is it true that 
you wish to make me a gift, as to your preceptor?” 
“Indeed, I do,” answered Kesidhwaja. “Then,” rejoined 
Khandikya, “as it is known that you are learned in the 
spiritual learning that teaches the doctrine of the soul, 
if you will communicate that knowledge to me, you 
will have discharged your debt to your instructor. 
Declare to me what acts are efficacions for the allevia- 
tion of human affliction.” * 


: avefama Aira: arf araauradia i 
aara tafam AAT AfA TAT: | 
ufe Fetad aa aa TRE: | 
ATAMHUATATITS UAHA AFATA u 


CHAPTER VII. 


Kesidhwaja describes the nature of ignorance, and the benefits 
of the Yoga or contemplative devotion. Cf the novice and 
the adept in the performance of the Yoga. How it is per- 
formed. The first stage, proficiency in acts of restraint and 
moral duty: the second, particular mode of sitting: the third, 
Práünáyáma, modes of breathing: the fourth, Pratyáhára, re- 
straint of thought: the fifth, apprehension of spirit:* the sixth, 
retention of the idea. Meditation on the individual and uni- 
versal forms of Vishün. Acquirement of knowledge. Final 
liberation. 


“BUT,” said Kesidhwaja, “why have you not asked 
of me my kingdom, now free from all annoyance? What 
else except dominion is acceptable to the warrior race?" 
“I will tell you,” replied Khandikya, “why I did not 
make such a demand, nor require that territory which 
is an objeet of ignorant ambition. It is the duty of the 
warrior to protect his subjects (in peace), and to kill, 
in fight, the enemies of his sway. It is no fault, that 
you should have taken my kingdom from one who 
was unable to defend it, to whom it was a bondage, 
and who was, thus, freed from the incumbrance of 
ignorance. My desire of dominion origmated in my 
being born to possess it. The ambition of others, which 
proceeds from (human) frailties, is not compatible with 
virtue. To solicit gifts is not the duty of a prince and 
warrior; and, for these reasons, I have not asked for 
your kingdom, nor made a demand which ignorance 


* By referring to note + in p. 240, infra, it will be seen that yama 
and niyama are the first and second stages, while “apprehension of 
spirit", bAávand, should not be counted as a stage. 
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alone would have suggested." Those only who are 
destitute of knowledge, whose minds are engrossed by 
selfishness, t who are intoxicated with the inebriating 
beverage of selt-sufficiency,: desire kingdoms,—not 
such as I am." 

When King Kesidhwaja heard these words, he was 
much pleased, and exclaimed: “It is well-spoken.” § 
Then, addressing Khándikya|| affectionately, he said: 
“Listen to my words. Through desire of escaping death 
by the ignorance of works, I exercise the regal power, 
eelebrate various sacrifices, and enjoy pleasures sub- 
versive of purity. Fortunate is it for you, that your 
mind has attached itself to the dominion of discrimi- 
nation. Pride of your race! now listen to the real 
nature of ignorance. The (erroneous) notion that self 
consists in what is not self, and the opinion that pro- 
perty consists in what is not one's own, constitute the 
double seed of the tree of ignorance. The ill-judging 
embodied being, bewildered by the darkness of fasci- 
nation, situated in a body composed of the five ele- 
ments, loudly asserts "This is I? But who would aseribe 
spiritual individuality to a body in which soul is dis- 
tinct from the ether, air, fire, water, and earth, (of 


FT qa aaya wat gari WW | 
wat a afta aafaa Wu u 

The translation of the a large part of the present Chapter is not at 
all close. 

1 Mamatwa. 

t+ Aham-mána. 

§ ‘Enough!’ arfa WIg | A sacred license of grammar is here 
taken, as is remarked by the commentators. 

|| The original has Khandikyajanaka. 


* aq afafa at afa: | 
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which that body 1s composed)?! What man of under- 
standing assigns to disembodied* spirit corporeal frui- 
tion, or houses, lands, and the like, that it should say 
‘These are mine’? What wise man entertains the idea 
of property in sons or grandsons, begotten of the body, 
after the spirit has abandoned it?+ Man performs all 
acts, for the purpose of bodily fruition; and the conse- 
quence of such acts is another body; so that their re- 
sult is nothing but confinement to bodily existence.: 
In the same manner as a mansion of clay is plastered 
with clay and water, so the body, which is of earth, IS 
perpetuated by earth and water, (or by eating and 
drinking). The body, consisting of the five elements, 
is nourished by substances equally composed of those 
elements. But, since this 1s the case, what 1s there in 
this life that man should be proud of?§ Travelling the 
path of the world. for many thousands of births, man 
attains only the weariness of bewilderment, and is smoth- 
ered by the dust of imagination. T When that dust is 


! The text is somewhat obscure; but it is, iu some degree, 
cleared up by the next illustration. No one would think of ap- 
plying the property of self—the idea of possession, or personality, 
— to soul separated from body. But the objection is equally 
applicable to soul in the body; for, whilst there, it is as distinct, 
in its nature, from the materials of body, as if it was disembodied, 
and quite as incapable of individual personal fruition. 


ee ————— -n == 


* Adeha. 
+ This clause is to render Watalfa Sra | 
+ QWWISI AST YARST SIN ATTA | 
3 I find no Sanskrit answering to this sentence. 
|| Samsara, 
q Vasana. 
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washed away by the bland* water of (real) knowledge, 
then the weariness of bewilderment sustained by the 
wayfarer through repeated births is removed. When 
that weariness is relieved, the internal man is at peace, 
and he obtains that supreme felicity which is unequalled 
and undisturbed. This soul is (of its own nature,) 
pure, and composed of happiness? and wisdom. The 
properties of pain, ignorance, and impurity are those 
of nature (Prakriti), not of soul. There is no affinity 
between fire and water; but, when the latter is placed 
over the former, in a caldron, it bubbles, and boils, and 
exhibits the properties of fire.$ In like manner, when 
soul is associated with Prakriti, it is vitiated by egotism || 
and the rest, and assumes the qualities of grosser na- 
ture, although essentially distinct from them, and incor- 
ruptible. Such is the seed of ignorance, as I have ex- 
plained it to you. There is but one cure of worldly sor- 
rows,—the practice of devotion: no other is known.”** 

“Then,” said Khandikya, “do you, who are the chief 
of those versed in contemplative devotion, explain to 
me what that is: for, in the race of the descendants of 
Nimi, tT you are best acquainted with the sacred writ- 


! That is, in the race of princes of Mithila. 


“care = «T Iu MM o 


* Usha. 


+ aqaa ux fedrasrefa | 
+ Nirvdna-maya. 
$ rere atfadad: aranana fe i 
ser arf pere Crfer IT FF n 
Aham-mdna. 
« Avyaya. See Vol. L, p. 17, note «. 
“ Armi Twat AzA faaa | 
tt See Vol. IIL, pp. 259 and 327. 
v. 15 
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ings in which it is taught.” “Hear,” replied Kesidhwa- 
ja, “the account of the nature of contemplative devo- 
tion,! which I impart to you, and by perfection in which 
the sage attains resolution into Brahma, and never suf- 
fers birth again.* The mind of man is the cause both 
of his bondage and his liberation: its addiction to the 
objects of sense is the means of his bondage; its separa- 
tion from objects of sensef is the means of his free- 
dom. The sage who is capable of discriminative know- 
ledge must, therefore, restrain his mind from all the 
objects of sense, and therewith meditate upon the Su- 


1 The term Yoga (QYa), which is that used in the text. iu its 
literal acceptation signifies ‘union,’ ‘junction, from QS ‘to join’: 
in a spiritual sense, it denotes “union of separated with universal 
soul;” and, with some latitude of expression, it comes to siguity 
the means by which such union is effected. In the Bhagavad Gita, 
it is variously applied, but, ordinarily, denotes the performance 
of religious ceremonies as a duty, and not for interested purposes. 
Thus, Krishna says to Arjuna: 

AAI: FX RATT Si AAT VAT | 

faafaa: ad yal aad WT Tae II 
“Engaging in Yoga, perform rites, Dhananjaya, being indifferent 
to success or failure. Such indifference is called Yoga.” II., verse 
48. It is elsewhere defined «exemption from the contact of pain :” 
gaina araafaaa | VI, verse 23. The word has been. 
accordingly, rendered ‘devotion’, by Wilkins, and ‘devotio’, by 
Schlegel, in their translations of the Gita. In this place, however, 
it is used in a less general sense, and signifies, as is subsequently 
explained, reunion with spirit, through the exercises necessary to 
perfect abstraction, as they are taught and practised by the fol- 
lowers of Patanjali. 


* wa fad a wad Wrup spere ae | 
+ Nirvishaya. 
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preme Being,—who is one with spirit, —in order to at- 
tain liberation.* For that Supreme Spirit} attracts (to 
itself) him who meditates upon it, and who is of the 
same nature; as the loadstone attracts the iron by the 
virtue which is common to itself and to its products. ': 
Contemplative devotion is the union with Brahma, ef- 
fected by that condition of mind which has attained 
perfection through those exercises which complete the 
control of self;? and he whose contemplative devotion 


* This illustration is, however, only to a limited extent explan- 
atory of the nature of Yoga; for, though the loadstone and iron 
unite, by virtue of a community of kind, yet the union that takes 
place is only that of contiguity, Samyoga (@qrq), not that of 
identification or unity, Tad-aikya (aq). Some further expla- 
nation, therefore, is required. 

* The first stage is the Átma-prayatna, the practice of moral 
and religious restraint, — Yama, Niyama,§ &c. When the novice 
is perfect in these, then he is fit to attain the perfectibility of an 
adept, through the especial practices which treatises on the Yoga 
prescribe. When the mind has attained the state which can alone 
be attained through them, then the union with Brahma, which is 
the consequence, is called Yoga: 

aranana fafsrer wr nitfa: i 

wur aaf sat erro af RAA ui | 


The Atma-prayatna is defined f to be that which has Yama, &c. 


' fanaa: aana faararar weit fet: à 
Faiga np UC I 

+ “Supreme Spirit" is for Brahma. 

t Amim: WHIT SATA WTWIT | 
$ Vide infra, p. 230, notes » and T. 
| This is the original of the passage to which the Translator’s note 

is attached. 
« By the commentator Sridhara, whom Ratnagarbha here closely follows. 
15* 
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is characterized by the property of such absolute per- 
fection is, in truth, a sage, expectant of final liberation 
from the world.* 

“The sage (or Yogin), when first applying himself 
to contemplative devotion, is called the (novice or) 
practitioner (Yoga-yuj); when he has attained spiritual 
union, T he is termed (the adept, or) he whose medita- 
tions are accomplished.’ Should the thoughts of the 


for its object, qafaaqatiefaqa: | The next phrase, qq, is 
explained WRIT ‘depending upon, or relating to, such control.’ 
arafa: is the same as aargta:, condition or state of mind 
which is fats. *perfected:? of that state of mind union with 
Brahma is Yoga. Union with Brahma is the abstraction that pro- 
poses the identity of the living with the supreme spirit, — of the 
Jivatman; with Brahma: MaaR AITITA | And Yoga is 
understanding of the identity of the contemplator and the object 
contemplated: amaia: | A text of Yájnavalkya§ is 
quoted to this effect: || 

Wt Sara fafa wrrsTETg ayga: | 

"wp WD Lawl Waraacaraay: d 
*Know holy wisdom to be the same with Yoga, (the practice of) 
which has eight divisions. That which is termed Yoga is union 
of the living with the supreme soul.” 

! Vinishpanna-samádhi 7 is the expression of the text, which 

can scarcely be regarded as an appellative. The commentator 
terms the adept Brahma-jnánin, ‘She who knows Brahma.” 


“aa ant aqacadiaa | 


wv SS 
+ WE af HATA | 
+ See Vol. IV., p. 253, note «. 
$ Corrected from “Yajnyawalkya”. With reference to Yajnavalkya, 
vide infra, p. 230, note ||. 
|| By Ratnagarbha. 
q Samadhi is rendered “abstraction”, in Vol. IL, p. 315. 
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former be unvitiated by any obstructing imperfection, 
he will obtain freedom,* after practising devotion 
through several lives.' The latter speedily obtains libe- 
ration in that existence (in which he reaches perfect- 
ion), all his acts being consumed by the fire of con- 
templative devotion. The sage who would bring his 
mind into a fit state for (the performance of) devout 
contemplation must be devoid of desire, T and observe 
(invariably,) continence, compassion, truth, honesty, 
and disinterestedness:+ he must fix his mind intently 
on the supreme Brahma, practising holy study, § puri- 
fication, contentment, penance, and self-control. || These 


! After three lives, according to the Vayu Samhita, as quoted 
in the comment. T 


* Mukti. 

Y Nishkama. 

i Compare Vol. IIL, p. 77, note 1; also, Vol. IV., p. 294, notes 1 
and i. Ahimsa, asteya, and aparigraha | should render ‘not killing’, 
‘not thieving’, and ‘not coveting , rather than “compassion”, “honesty”, 
and * disinterestedness ". 

$ Swadhyaya, “the murmuring of sacred texts." In the Raja-martanda 
we find the following definition, in explanation of the Yoga-sastra, Il., 1: 
STATS: | WürqudTuri AATTİ HT: | The Sutrdrtha-chandriká has: 
STATS: | MATTIAS HA ATT AT: | 

araradttaaarsaata AIARA | 
gata surf aur fRA eoa 

The Translator should not have rendered fSTSTHTGÜST*[. as if it de- 
noted *self-control". The fifth observance is WAW HA:,—the Trans- 
lator's “mind intently",— which is equivalent, the scholiasts say, to 
praiidkana, ‘persevering devotion. See the Yoga-sastra, Il., 32. 

« By Ratnagarbha, as follows: 


sarats fa a aa: ars fa seDHWIGIE | 
a aifreauiera gatfa a du n 
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(virtues), respectively termed the five acts of re- 
straint* (Yama), and five of obligation. (Niyama), 
bestow excellent rewards, when practised for the sake 
of reward, and eternal liberation, when they are not 
prompted by desire (of transient benefits). ; En- 
dowed with these merits, the sage,§ self-restrained, 
should sit in one of the modes termed Bhadrasana, &c., 
and engage in contemplation.’ Bringing his vital airs, 
called Prana, under subjection, by frequent repetition, 
is, thence, called Pranayama, whicli is, as it were, a 
seed with a seed.” In this, the breath of expiration 


1 There are various postures in which the Yogin is directed 
to sit, when he engages in meditation. In the Bhadrasana, || he 
is directed to cross his legs underneath him, and to lay hold of 
his feet, on each side, with his hands. 


? west atst Wa wi" It is, itself, figuratively, the seed of 
the fruit, which is meditation; but it is to be accompanied with 
what is also technically called Bija (or seed),—inaudible repe- 


* ‘Forbearance’ is more exact. + ‘Religious observance’ is preferable. 


t fafwsaadet ara frentatat faqtaenr: | 

$ Yati. 

|| The commentators cite, in description of this posture, a stanza from 
Yájnavalkya. Perhaps it is taken from the Yajnavalkya-gitd, for which 
see my Contribution towards an Index to the Bibliography of the Indian 
Philosophical Systems, p. 14. 

Besides the bhadrdsana, the Yoga philosophy prescribes postures de- 
nominated padmasana, swastikdsana, vajrdsana, and virdsana. These 
seem to be the principal out of an aggregate said to consist of eighty- 
four, among which are the siddhásana, kamaldsana, daidasana, &c. 

§ Correctly, Barat SR ESL Us A, “with a seed, and also without a seed." 
The term ‘seed’ is here, of course, a technicality. 

Samádhi, as sabija and as nirbija, is spoken of in the Yoga-sastra, 1., 
46 and 50. The abstract meditation referred to is, in other words, di- 
vided into that in which there is distinct recognition of an object, and 
that in which there is not such recognition. 

See, further, note f in the following page. 
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and that of inspiration* are alternately obstructed, 
constituting the act twofold; and the suppression} of 
both (modes of breathing) produces a third.' The 
exercise of the Yogin, whilst endeavouring to bring 
before his thoughts the gross form of the eternal, is 
denominated Álambana.?: He is then to perform the 


tition of certain prayers, and meditation on the visible form of 
the deity,—termed, likewise, Alambana, and presently mentioned. § 

' Pranayama is performed by three modifications of breathing. 
The first act is expiration, which is performed through the right 
nostril, whilst the left is closed with the fingers of the right hand: 
this is called Rechaka. The thumb is then placed upon the right 
nostril, and the fingers raised from the left, through which breath 
is inhaled: this is called Püraka. In the third act, both nostrils 
are closed, and breathing suspended: this is Kumbhaka. And a 
succession of these operations is the practice of Pranayama. | 

? Alambana is the silent repetition of prayer. 4 


* Prana and apana. + Samyama, 
taa qaaa: we wd fuse | 
MAAA TTA AAA: YA di 

“And, as regards the Yogin practising meditation with a rest for his 
thoughts, as he feels after the Supreme, the gross aspect of the Infinite— 
i.e, Hiranyagarbha, etc.,—is prescribed as the rest, O best of Brahmans.” 

See the beginning of annotation § in the preceding page. On the 
words there quoted Ratnagarbha says: aras: | wITSRSUSU | HATU- 
*Teufea: | And Sridhara writes to the same effect. It is now 
evident how the Translator came to misunderstand the sense of bya and 
dlambana. The commentators begin their gloss on the stanza cited above 
with the words: A4 weis erede | 

$ This view of the meaning of bija and dlambana is quite a misappre- 
hension. See the preceding note. 

|| Both Sridhara and Ratnagarbha have the substance of this note. 

The Translator has previously rendered prdzdydma by “suppression 
of breath," “austerity”, and “ascetic practices". See Vol. IL, pp. 89 
and 272; Vol. IIE, p. 55. Its exact meaning is ‘regulation of the breath’, 

The third division of the prdidyama, the kumbhaka, has its name 
from kumbha, ‘a jar’; inasmuch as, on its taking place, the vital airs 


are stationary, like water in a jar. «| See note j, above. 
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Pratyáhára, which consists in restraining his organs of 
sense* from susceptibility to outward impressions, and 
directing them entirely to mental perceptions. By 
these means the entire subjugation of the unsteady 
senses is effected; and, if they are not controlled, the 
sage will not accomplish his devotions. When, by the 
Pranayama, the vital airs are restrained, and the senses 
are subjugated by the Pratyáhára, then the sage will 
be able to keep his mind steady in its perfect asylum.” } 

Khandikya then said (to Kesidhwaja): “Illustrious 
sage, inform me what is that perfect asylum of the 
mind,i resting on which, it destroys all the products 
of (human) infirmity.” To this, Kesidhwaja rephed: 
“The asylum of mind is spirit (Brahma), which, of its 
own nature, is twofold, as being with, or without, 
form; and each of these is supreme and secondary.’ 


waaay za feat ae AENT: G | 
wu aaa wo wi qT F 
The Brahma that is without form (Amurtta) may be Para or Apara. 
Supreme forniless spirit is without attributes of any kind. Se- 
condary formless spirit is invested with the attribntes of power, 
glory, truth, perfection. Spirit embodied, or with form'in his 
highest state, is, according to our text, Vishnu and his manifesta- 
tions. Spirit, in au inferior or secondary series of bodily forms, 
is Brahma and all other living beings. 9 


* Aksha. 

taa: giret Fa: YATAS | 
+ Chetas, as above; and so below. 

§ The ordinary reading is WHATA: | 
|| Variant: Waa l 


@ This note is gleaned, with additions and variations, from the com- 
mentaries, 
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Apprehension of spirit,’ again, is threefold. I will ex- 
plain the different kinds to you. They are: that which 
is called Brahma, that which is named from works, 
and that which comprehends both. That (mental ap- 
prehension) which consists of Brahma is one; that 
which is formed of works is another; and that which 
comprehends both is the third: so that mental appre- 
hension* (of the object or asylum of the thoughts) is 
threefold Sanandana and other (perfect sages) were 
endowed with apprehension of the nature t of Brahma. 
The gods and others, whether animate or manimate, 
are possessed of that which regards acts.t The ap- 
prehension that comprehends both works and spirit 
exists in Hirahyagarbha§ and others, who are pos- 
sessed of contemplative knowledge, of their own na- 
ture, and who, also, exercise certain active functions, 
as creation and the rest. Until all acts, which are 

' The term is Bhavana, defined to be “function to he en- 
gendered by knowledge,” T&A PETIT: T, the mental impress- 
ion or apprehension following upon knowledge. Here it implies, 
in particular, the formation of a fixed idea, by the Yogin, of the 
object of his eontemplations. It is also termed Bhava-bhavana, 
“apprehension of the being, the existence, or substantiality, of the 
object; the thing contemplated: swqTeWTS*T | ATat ae afg- 
wat aaa | ** 


* ATAHTAAT | 
+ Here, “apprehension,” &c. is to render ATA|ATAAT | 
M RAHAT | § A name of Brahma. 


fecumnfes w ARATAT faut i 
Wrurfaareguu fara wTSWI* i 
*| Ratnagarbha. 
** Sridhara, 
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the causes of notions of individuality, are discontinued, 
spirit is one thing, and the universe is another, to 
those who contemplate objects as distinet and various.” 
But that is called true knowledge, or knowledge of 
Brahma, which recognizes no distinctions, which con- 
templates only simple existence, which is undefinable 
by words, and is to be discovered solely in one’s own 
spirit. That is the supreme, unborn, imperishable 
form of Vishüu, who is without (sensible) form, and is 
characterized as a condition of the supreme soul, which 
is variously modified from the condition of universal 
form.t But this (condition) cannot be contemplated 
by sages in their (early) devotions;§ aud they must, 
therefore, direct their minds to the gross form of Hari, 
which is of universal perceptibility. | They must medi- 
tate upon him as Hirahyagarbha, as the glorious 
Vásava, as Prajápati, as the winds," the Vasus, the 
Rudras, the suns, stars, planets, Gandharvas, Yakshas, 
Daityas, all the gods and their progenitors, TT men, 
animals, mountains, oceans, rivers, trees, all beings, 
and all sources of beings, all modifications whatever 


aAA urA fa NINIAN | 
farani wresgefudewi wu i! 
+ yaala? uapa Hr Wc | 
FJARA ASITA spa tl 
:o füxpuereuqwureruu waa: | 
§ This expansion is to represent yoga-yuj, for which see p. 228, supra. 
| Viswa-gochara, 
€ Bhagavat. 
= Marut. 
t aan SATA: | 


++ 
tt Pasu. 
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of nature and its products, * whether sentient or un- 
conscious, one-footed, two-footed, or many-footed.T 
All these are the sensible? form of Hari, to be appre- 
hended by the three kinds of apprehension. All this 
universal world, this (world) of moving and stationary 
beings, is pervaded by the energy of Vishüu, who is 
of the nature of the supreme Brahma. ‘This energy is 
either supreme, or, when it is that of conscious em- 
bodied spirit, $ it is secondary. Ignorance, or that 
which is denominated from works, is a third euergy,' 
by which the omnipresent energy of embodied spirit 
is ever excited, and whence it suffers all the pains of 
repeated worldly existeuce. Obscured by that (energy 
of ignorance or illusion), the energy that is denomi- 
nated from embodied spirit is characterized by dif- 
ferent degrees of perfection, in all created beings. In 
things without life, it exists in a very small degree: 


! The term used, throughout, is Sakti (fa), power, ‘abil- 
ity,’ ‘energy.’ By the first kind, or Para, is understood know- 
ledge able to appreciate abstract truth, or the nature of universal 
soul; by the second, ability to understand the nature of embodied 
soul; and, by the third, inability to discern one’s own nature, 
and reliance on moral or ceremonial merit. These different kinds 
are called energies, because they are the energies or faculties of 
the Supreme Spirit, or, according to the Vaishüavas, of Vishnu. 
accompanying soul in all its various conditions of existence. 


* waratfefararaa | 


Y Add “or footless": UTR | 
t Mirtta. 


§ @ANTSMT | 
|, As stones and the like, Ratnagarbha says. 
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it is more, in things that (have life, but) are without 
motion:* in insects, f it is still more abundant; and 
still more, in birds: it is more in wild animals; and, 
in domestic animals, $ the faculty is still greater. Men 
have more of this (spiritual) faculty than animals; and 
thence arises their authority over them: the faculty 
exists, in an ascending degree, in Nagas, Gandharvas, 
Yakshas, gods, Sakra, Prajápati, and Hiranyagarbha, 
aud is, above all, predominant in that male (Vishnu) 
of whom all these various creatures are but the diver- 
sified forms, penetrated universally by his energy,—as 
all-pervading as the ether. t 

“The second! state of him who is called Vishnu, 
and which is to be meditated upon by the (advanced) 
sage, is that (imperceptible,) shapeless"" form of 
Brahma, which is called, by the wise ‘That which is,” 
aud in which all the before-deseribed energies re- 
side. Thence proceeds the form of the universal form, 
the other great form of Hari, which is the origin of 


1 The first, which has been intended to be described in the 
foregoing passages, was the universal, visible form of Vishnu; 
the second is his formless or imperceptible condition. 

? Sat (QA), “what is being." 


* Sthávara. Ratnagarbha explains that trees, &c. are intended, 
+ Saristipa, which the Translator generally renders “reptiles”. Vide 
supra, p. 59, note tt; and p. 94, note tf. 
+ Mriga, 
$ Pasu. 
un aqararfaraat du: wafer | 


q aaen ae weurfu fA i 
ganas wp AAA TAT dU 


** Amurtta. 
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those manifested forms (or incarnations) that are en- 
dowed with every kind of energy, and which, whether 
the forms of gods, animals, or men, are assumed by 
him (Hari,) in his sport. This active interposition of 
the undefinable god, all-comprehending and irresistible, 
is for the purpose of benefiting the world, and is not 
the necessary consequence of works." This form of 
the universal form is to be meditated upon by the 
sage, f for the object of purification; as it destroys all 
sin. In the same manner as fire, (blazing) in the wind, 
burns dry grass, so Vishnu, seated in the heart, con- 
sumes the sins of the sage: and, therefore, let him 
(resolutely) effect the fixation of his mind upon that 
receptacle of all the (three) energies, (Vishiu); for that 
is (the operation of the mind which is called) perfect 
Dháraná:! and, thus, the perfect asylum § of individual, 
as well as universal, spirit, that which is beyond the 
three modes of apprehension, is attained, for the 
(eternal) emancipation of the sage. The minds of other 
beings, which are not fixed upon that asylum, are 
altogether impure, and are all the gods and the rest, 
who spring from acts. The retention or apprehen- 


! Retention, or holding of the image or idea formed in the 
mind by contemplation: from Dhri (4), ‘to hold,’ literally or 
figuratively. 


* These two sentences are a very free rendering. 
+ Read ‘the novice’; the original being yoja-yuj. Vide supra, p. 228. 
t Kaksha, ‘dry wood. 


$ Tarra: | — ATATATSAAT | 


aÀ q yasam Fast Gp ATAA: | 
~ ~ ke 
AYSTS aag SAAT: RESTE N 
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sion, by the mind, of that visible form of Vishnu, 
without regard to subsidiary forms, is, thence, called 
Dháraná;* and I will describe to you the perceptible} 
form of Hari, which no mental retention will manifest, 
except in a mind that is fit to become the receptacle 
of the 1dea.': The meditating sage must think (he be- 
holds internally the figure) of Vishhu, as having a 
pleased and lovely countenance, with eyes like the 
leaf of the lotos, smooth cheeks, $ and a broad and 
brilliant forehead; ears of equal size, the lobes of which 
are decorated with splendid pendants; a painted neck; 
and a broad breast, on which shines the Srívatsa* 
mark; a belly falling in graceful folds, with a deep- 
seated navel:** eight long arms, or else four; and firm 
and well-knit thighs and legs, with well-formed feet 
and toes. Let him, with well-governed thoughts, con- 


' The explanation of Dhárana given in the text is rendered 
unnecessarily perplexed by the double doctrine here taught, and 
the attempt to combine the abstractions of Yoga theism with the 
sectarian worship of Vishnu. 


‘ad SHUT ea ATAA IYER | 
TAT a uN Wal Aaa du urea i 
In dharand, or ‘fixed attention’, no mediate rest is required, such as 
is spoken of in note $ to p. 231, supra. 
+ Murtta. 
taa ad et wu giga reru i 
TRAAMAATATT ATUT NUTIA MIT 
$ Su-kapola. 
| ? The original has RAT IA | Sridhara and Ratnagarbha say: 
VaTaAAMfSaAwA | 
« See p. 5, and p. 124, note 4|, supra. 
* aafaafgat aaa Veta R | 
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template, as long as he can persevere in unremitting 
attention, Hari,” as clad in a yellow robe, wearing a 
(rich) diadem (on his head), and brilliant armlets and 
bracelets (on his arms), and bearing (in his hands) 
the bow, the shell, the mace, the sword. the discus, the 
rosary,: the lotos, and the arrow.' $. When this image 
never departs from his miud, whether he be going, or 
standing, or be engaged in any other voluntary act. 
then he may believe his retention to be perfect. The 
sage may then meditate upon the form of Vishnu 
without (his arms, —as) the shell, mace, discus, and 
bow,—and as placid, and bearing (only) his rosary.** 
When the idea of this image is firmly retained, then ++ 
he may meditate on Vishńu without his diadem, brace- 
lets, or other ornaments. He may, next, contemplate 
him as having but one single limb, and may then fix 
his whole thoughts $$ upon the body to which the 
limbs belong. This process of forming a lively image 
in the mind, exclusive of all other objects, constitutes 


! The two last implements are from the comment: the text 
specifies only six. 


* faa pu mST DI ETHTSTSEHTSHR | 
anarag éa AAT WU TUNT I 
+ Keyura and kataka. 
i Aksha-valaya. 
$ Vide supra, pp. 124 and 149. 
|| Budha. 
« Bhagavat, in the original. 
** Aksha-sutraka. 
H aT agi UTICA agga aa: | 
tt Keyra. 


$$ ufwuTaaty waa | 
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Dhyana (or meditation), which is perfected by six 
stages;' and, when an accurate knowledge of self, tree 
from all distinction, is attained zy this mental medi- 
tation, that 1s penus Samádhi.’ 


i E are : " l. Yama, &e., acts of restraint and obligation; 
2. Asana, sitting in particular postures;§ 3. Pranayama, modes 
of breathing; 4. Pratyahara, exclusion of all external ideas; 4 
5. Bhavana, apprehension of internal ideas; ** 6. Dharana, fixation 
or retention of those ideas. T 

? "The result of the Dhyána or Samádhiii is the absence of all 
idea of individnality. when the meditator, the meditation, and the 
thing or object meditated npon are, all. considered to be but one. 
According to the text of Patanjali: “Restraint of the body, reten- 
tion of the mind, and meditation, which, thence, is exclusively 
confined to one object, is Dhyana. The idea of identification with 
the object of such meditation, so as if devoid of individual nature, 


is Samadhi:* Wuserfsraurc AMMTAHATAAT WTAA | AZ- 
maafi ETAT warty: 1 §§ 


- muse RT danae | 
wart NIATE: ufsfrarete qu Tr 
was RUA niue fe ud | 
war warn aata: dis faa i 
+ I do not know whence this classification is taken; and I doubt its 
correctness exceedingly. According to the Yoga-sastra, II., 29, the six 
stages preceding dhydna are yama, niyama, asana, prdádydma, pratyd- 
hára, and dharana. Yama and niyama can scarcely, from their very 
nature, be taken as parts of a whole; and bhavana is not at all a stage 
subservient to the attainment of yoga. 
t Vide supra, p. 230, notes + and f. 
§ Ibid., note |. 
|| bid., p. 231, note ||. 
«| Ibid., p. ?32. 
** Ibid., p. 233, note 1. 
++ lbid., p. 238, note +. 
tt These, ‘contemplation’ and ‘meditation’, are never to be considered 
as synonyms, See note +, above. 
$$ Here we have an extract from the J'oga-sastra,—llI., 1—3. These 
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“(When the Yogin has accomplished this stage, he 
acquires) discriminative knowledge, which is the means 
of enabling living soul. when all the three kinds of 
apprehension are destroyed, to attain the attainable 
supreme Brahma.'"* Embodied spirit is the user of 
the instrument, which instrument is true knowledge; 
and, by it, that (identification) of the former (with 
Brahma) is attained.” Liberation, which is the object 
to be effected, being accomplished, discriminative 
knowledge ceases. When endowed with the appre- 
hension of the nature of the object of inquiry, then 


! The expressions of the text are somewhat obscure; nor does 
the commentator; make them much more intelligible, until he 
cuts the matter short, by stating the meaning to be, that “discri- 
minative knowledge enables the living spirit to attain Brahma :" 
fanti starati wa yeaa: i 

? The text is very elliptical and obscure. Having stated that 
embodied spirit (Kshetrajna) is the Karanin, the possessor or user 
of the Karana, which is knowledge, it adds @a qt dd. literally, 
“by that, of that, that;" i. e., Tat, “that which is;” and Brahma, 
or supreme spirit, is the attainment of that spirit which abides in 
body by that instrument, or discriminative knowledge, of which 
it has become possessed through perfect meditation: 


aphorisms are read as follows: eran UTC | aq uad- 
HATTA WAH | aladaani xreuuegfeu qafa: | 


Thus we have definitions of dhárańá, dhydna, and samádhi. 
* fami aaa mÀ tagfa urfsra | 
Wrguitererera art MANTRANE: Ii 


T AATAATAAT | 
; Ratnagarbha. 


P 16 
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there is no difference between it (individual,) and su- 
preme spirit:* difference is the consequence of the ab- 
sence of (true) knowledge. When that ignorance which 
is the eause of the difference between individual and 
universal spiritf is destroyed, finally and for ever, 
who shall (ever) make that distinction (between them) 
which does not exist? Thus have I, Khándikya, in 
reply to your question, explained to you what 1s meant 
by contemplative devotion, both fully and summarily. 
What else do you wish to hear?” 

Khandikya replied (to Kesidhwaja, and said): “The 
explanation which you have given me of the real na- 
ture of contemplative devotion has fulfilled all my 
wishes, and removed all impurity from my mind. The 
expression ‘mine’, which I have been accustomed to 
use, is untruth, and cannot be otherwise declared by 
those who know what is to be known. The words 
‘I’? and ‘mine’ constitute ignorance; but practice is 
influenced by ignorance. Supreme truth $ cannot 
be defined; for it is not to be explained by words. 
Depart, therefore, Kesidhwaja. You have done all that 
is necessary for my (real) happiness,| in teaching me 
contemplative devotion,—the inexhaustible bestower 
of liberation from existence.” 1 

Accordingly, King Kesidhwaja, after receiving suit- 
able homage from Khandikya, returned to his city. 


* Five kinds of emancipation are enumerated in the Bhdgavata-pu- 
rana, IIl, XXIX., 18: sdlokya, sárshti, sámipya, sárúpya, and ekatwa. 

+ The original words are déman and Brahma, 

+ Asat. 

§ Paramartha. 

ll Sreyas. 

«| Vimukti. Vide supra, p. 61, note $. 
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Khandikya, having nominated his son Raja,' retired 
to the woods, to accomplish his devotions; his whole 
mind being intent upon Govinda. There, his entire 
thoughts being engrossed upon one only object, and 
being purified by practices of restraint, self-control, 
and the rest," he obtained absorption into the pure 
and perfect spirit which is termed Vishnu. Kesidhwa- 
ja, also, in order to (attain) liberation, became averse 
from his own perishable works, and lived amidst ob- 
jects of sense (without regarding them), and instituted 
religions rites withont expecting therefrom. any ad- 
vantages to himself: Thus, by pure and auspicious 
fruition, being cleansed from (all) sin, he, also, ob- 
tained that perfection which assuages all affliction for 
ever. 


‘ The commentator, in order to explain how Khandikya 
should have given what he did not possess, states that it is to be 
understood that Kesidhwaja relinquished to him the kingdom. 
Or the term Raja may denote merely “master of, or acquainted 
with, mystic prayers, or Mantras:" wpgT qati W*aTfq essi 
Bal | 


+ This is to render Brahma. 
t fervare fu peer ereuunpqu: | 
qus fararaad ws owrefedfuna t 


16* 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Conclusion of the dialogue between Parásara and Maitreya. Re- 

capitulation of the contents of the Vishnu Purana: merit of 

hearing it: how handed down. Praises of Vishnu. Conclu- 
ding prayer. 

I HAVE now explained to you, Maitreya, the third 
kind of worldly dissolution, or that which is absolute 
and final, which is liberation and resolution into eter- 
nal spirit.’ J have related to you primary and second- 
ary creation, the families (of the patriarchs), the 
(periods of the) Manwantaras, and the genealogical 
histories* (of the kings). I have repeated to you, (in 
short,) who were desirous of hearing it, the imperish- 
able Vaishnava Purana, which is destructive of all 
sins, the most excellent of all holy writings, and the 
means of attaining the great end of man. If there is 
anything else you wish to hear, propose your quest- 
ion, and I will answer it. 

MarrREYA.— Holy teacher,} you have, indeed, re- 
lated to me all that | wished to know; and I have lis- 
tened to it with pious attention.: I have nothing 
further to inquire. The doubts inseparable from the 


! The term is Layo Brahmani (wet wafa), which means ‘a 
melting away,’ ‘a dissolution’, or ‘fusion;’ from the root Li (Ù, 
‘to liquefy,’ ‘to melt,’ ‘to dissolve.’ 


* Vamédnucharita. 
t Bhagavat. i 
t Bhakti, 
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mind of man have, all, been resolved by you;* and, 
through your instructions, I am acquainted with the 
origin, duration, and end t of all things; with Vishnu, 
in his collective fourfold form;' his three energies; °’ 
and with the three modes of apprehending the object 
of contemplation.*: Of all this have I acquired a 
knowledge, through your favour; and nothing else is 
worthy to be known, when it is once understood that 
Vishnu and this world are not (mutually) distinct. 
Great Muni, I have obtained, through your kindness, 
all I desired,—the dissipation of my doubts;§ since 
you have instructed me in the duties of the several 
tribes, and in other obligations; the nature of active 
life, and discontinuance of action; and the derivation 
of all that exists from works.| There is nothing else, 
venerable Brahman, that I have to inquire of you. 
And forgive me, if your answers to my questions have 
imposed upon you any fatigue. Pardon me the trouble 


' Or with Vishnu in the four modifications described in the 
First Book," I—spirit, matter, form, and time. See Vol. I., pp. 18, 19. 

? Or Sakti, noticed in the last Chapter ;—p. 235, supra. 

3 Or Bhávanás, also described in the preceding Chapter ; J— 
p. 238, supra. 


' AISAT: VAA quei ava: waz | 
+ Samyama. See Vol. I, p. 26, note +. 
: Sauget cia: waa fafan gÀ à 
fersrrat qifa arega fafaut TSSITSIT i 
§ Apasandeha. 
| aduit wat fafat was: | 
bw frat a Wd Fa RATETA | 


«| Substituted for “section”. 
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that [ have given you, through that amiable quality of 
the virtuous which makes no distinction between a 
disciple and a child. * 

PanÁSARA.—I have related to you this Purana, 
which is equal to the Vedas (in sanctity), and by hear- 
ing which, all faults and sins whatever are expiated. 
In this have been described to you the primary and 
secondary creation, the families (of the patriarchs), 
the Manwantaras, the regal dynasties;7 the gods, 
Daityas, Gandharvas, serpents, Rakshasas, Yakshas, 
Vidyádharas, Siddhas, and heavenly nymphs ;§ Munis 
endowed with spiritual wisdom, and practisers of de- 
votion; the (distinctions of the) four castes, and the 
actions of the most eminent amongst men;% holy 
places on the earth, holy rivers and oceans, sacred 
mountains, and legends ** of the (truly) wise; the duties 
of the different tribes, and the observances enjoined by 
the Vedas. By hearing this, all sins are, at once, ob- 
literated. In this, also, the glorious: Hart has been re- 
vealed, —the cause of the creation, preservation, and de- 
struction of the world; the soul of all things, and, him- 
self, all things 3$§ by the repetition of whose name man 


"CHR erararirdiitsrit sfa wen RH | 

aragat fais fa a wai gafra: u 
+ Vamsanucharita, 
+ Uraga. 
§ Apsaras. 

| reet arfaarara: aad AAA | 
« dui fafs afat ATT: | 
** Charita. 
tH AUUATSST UAT Wars MEAN: | 

4 Bhagavat. 
$8 Sarva-bhúta. 
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is, undoubtedly, liberated from all sins, which fly like 
wolves that are frightened by a lion. The repetition 
of his name with devout faith* is the best remover of all 
sins; destroying them, as fire purifies the metal (from 
the dross). The stain of the Kali age, which ensures 
to men sharp punishments in hell, is, at once, effaced 
by a single invocation of Hari. He who is all that 
is—,the whole egg of Brahma, with Hiranyagarbha, 
Indra, Rudra, the Adityas, the Aswins, the winds, the 
Kiinaras, the Vasus, the Sádhyas, Viswadevas, the 
(celestial) gods.§ the Yakshas, serpents, || Rákshasas. 4 
the Siddhas, Daityas, Gandharvas, Dánavas, nymphs, ** 

the stars, asterisms, planets, the seven Rishis, yf the 
regents and superintendents of the quarters, men, 
Braiens, and the rest, animals tame and wild, $$ in- 
sects, ||| birds, ghosts and goblins,4% trees, woods, 
mountains, rivers, oceans, the subterrene Tog ps 


: Bhakti. 


+ afanan acai FUTA | 
watta faai aa: anaaga t 

t Devendra, in the original. 

$ Sura. 

l! I do not find them named in the Sanskrit. 

« The original yields Raksbases. 

** Apsaras. 

Yt See Vol. li., p. 226. 

** «The quarters and superintendents of the quarters: farfisa- 
fafafa: | The term Dhishnyadhipati is synonymous with Dikpala; 
for which, see Vol. IIL, 170, note §. 

Sridhara—if I may judge from the single MS. of his commentary 
which is accessible to me,—has feyeqe, with reference to the like of 
which, see Vol. IV., p. 164, note §. 
= Pasu and mfiga. 

\\| Saristipa. Vide supra, p. 236, note E also, Vol. l, p. 84, note §. 
«« These two terms are to render Dara: | 
*** Corrected from “legions”. 
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the divisions of the earth, and all perceptible objects,— 
he who is all things, who knoweth all things, who is 
the form of all things, being without form himself, 
and of whom whatever is, from (Mount) Meru to an 
atom, all consists —he, the glorious Vishnu, the de- 
stroyer of (all) sin, —is described in this Purana. By 
hearing this (Purdna) an equal recompense is obtained 
to that which is derived from the performance of an 
Aswamedha sacrifice, or from fasting at (the holy 
places) Prayága,* Pushkara T Kurukshetra,: or Ar- 
buda.§ Hearing this (Purana) but once is as effica- 
cious as the offering of oblatious in a perpetual fire 
for à year. The man who, with well-governed pas- 
sions, bathes at Mathura, on the twelfth day! of (the 
month) Jyeshtha.* and beholds (the image of) Hari, 
obtains a great recompense:f so does he who, with 
mind fixed upon Kesava, attentively recites this Pu- 


! This month is also called Jyeshthá-müla, ** which the com- 
mentator t explains to mean the month of which the root or cause 
(Mula) of being so called is the moon’s being full in the constel- 
lation Jyeshtha. But it may be so termed, perhaps, from the 
lunar asterism Müla,—which is next to Jyeshtha,—falling, also, 
within the moon’s passage through the same month. 


* See Vol. III., p. 246, note 2; and Vol. IV., p. 218, note +. 

t See Vol, I., Preface, p. XXX.; and Vol. Il., p. 96. 

1 See Vol. IL, p. 133, note 1; and p. 142, note 4. 

$ For this mountain. vide ibid.. p. 131, note 1, and p. 141, note 2; 
also, Vol. IV., p. 222, note 1. 

|| Insert “of the light fortnight”. 


* ursgtfa utai NÍAR | This means, that he obtains emancipation, 
** See note t in the next page. 


++ Both the commentators give the ensuing explanation. See, further, 
Nilakantha on the Mahábhárata, Anuédsana-parvan, śl. 4609. 


BOOK VI., CHAP. VIII. 249 


rana. The man who bathes in the waters of the Ya- 
muna, on the twelfth lunation" of the light fortnight 
of the month in which the moon is in the mansion 
Jyeshtha,t and who fasts and worships Achyuta in 
(the city of) Mathura, receives the reward of an un- 
interrupted Aswamedha. Beholding the (degree of) 
prosperity (enjoyed by others) of eminence, through 
(the merits of) their descendants, a man’s paternal an- 
cestors, his parents, and their parents exclaim: “Who- 
soever of our descendants, having bathed in the Ya- 
muna, § and fasted, will worship Govinda in Mathura, 
in the light fortnight of Jyeshtha, will secure for us 
eminent exaltation; for we shall be elevated by the 
merits of our posterity.” A man of good extraction 
will present obsequial cakes to his fortunate (ancestors) 
in the Yamuna, having worshipped Janardana in the 
light fortnight of Jyeshtha.** But the same degree of 
merit that a man reaps from adoring Janardanaff at 
that season, with a devoted heart, and from bathing 
in the Yamuna, and effecting the liberation of his pro- 
genitors by offering to them (on such an occasion,) 
obsequial cakes, he derives, also, from hearing, with 
equal devotion, a section of this Purana.:!} This Pu- 


* Vide supra, p. 109, note 1. 

+ “The month”, &c. is to translate Jyeshthá-miula. 

i The extract is said, by Sridhara, to be from the Pitri-gitá. See 
Vol. IIL, p. 66, note $; and p. 170, text and note ||. 

$ Kalindi, in the oricinal. See Vol. IV., p. 286, note ». 

| The original is Jyeshthd-mula. 

“| Riddhi. 

** Jyeshtha-mila, in the Sanskrit. 

tt The original has Krishna. 


pere aarmaifa YORE fT | 


250 VISHNU PURANA. 


rana is the best of all preservatives for those who are 
afraid of worldly existence,* a certain alleviation of the 
sufferings of men, T and remover of all imperfections. 

This (Purana), originally composed by the Rishi 
(Narayana), was communicated, by Brahmá,: to Ri- 
bhu;§ he related it to Priyavrata,| by whom it was 
imparted to Bhaguri.4 Bhaguri recited it to Tama- 
sitra;'** and he, to Dadhícha, +} who gave it to Sá- 
raswata.: From the last Bhrigu§§ received it, who 
imparted it to Purukutsa;, and he taught it to Nar- 
mada. The goddess il delivered it to Dhritarashtra, *** 


' This name is also read Tambamitra. ++ One copy bas Tava 
mitráya, 4i “to thy friend," as if it was an epithet of Dadhicha: but 
the construction of the verse requires a proper name. ‘“Bhaguri 
gave it to Tambamitra; and he, to Dadhicha :’ $88 

wyafenafaara quitura uw wrmara 


` Samsara, 
Y Literally, “a cure for men's bad dreams”: [LIE qum | 
i Called, in the original, by his epithet Kamalodbhava,—the same as 
Abjayoni. See Vol. I., p. 17, note 1. 
$ See Vol. L, p. 77, note 1; and Vol. IL, p. 330. 
|| Ibid., pp. 107, et seg. 
q For a Bhaguri, see Vol. IL, p. 113, note 1. 
** This reading I find nowhere. See, further, note ttt, below. 
+t Correct from *Dadicha". See Vol. I., p. 124; also, Professor Wil- 
son's Translation of the Rigveda, Vol. L, p. 216, note a, and p. 310, 
note a. 
qe See Vol. I., p. 17. 
$$ Ibid., p. 100. 
||| bid., p. 17; Vol. IIL, p. 268, text and note 7, and p. 283. 
qq Literally, Narmada, 
*** See Vol. L, p. 188, note 1; and Vol. Il., p. 74. 
Ttt So reads, like, my Ajmere MS., my oldest MS. of all. Ratnagarbha 
has Tambhamitra; and my Arrah MS. yields Stambamitra. 
++ This is Sridhara's lection. 


$88 Corrected from “Dadhichi”. 
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the Naga king,* and to Aptirana,t of the same race: 
by whom it was repeated to their monarch, $ Vásuki. 

Vásuki communicated it to Vatsa;% and he, to Aswa- 
tara, from whom it suecessively proceeded to Kambala 
and Elápatra."* When the Muni Vedasiras descended 
to Pátála, Tt he there received the whole (Purana) 
from these Nagas, ii and communicated it to Pramati.$$ 
Pramati consigned it to the wise Játükarta; | and he 
taught it to many other holy persons. Through the 
blessing of Vasishtha*, it came to my knowledge; 
and I have, now, Maitreya, faithfully unparted it to 
you. You will teach it, at the end of the Kali age, to 
Samíka, !*** Whoever hears this great mystery, which 


; A Tieta series idi narrators mM has been specified in the 
rua Book,— Vol. I. > P. I. 


* The MT Te dn ease 

+ Corrected from “Purana”. See Vol. Il, p. 288. From note « to 
ibid., p. 290, it seems that other Puránas read Varuna and Aruna (?). 

} The original is gaga maaya *d | Apurana is not, 
dd said to he “of the same race". In the passages referred to in 
the preceding note, he figures as a Dd or Yaksha. 

$ Literally, “to the king of the Nagas”, sTTSTRTUSITT | 

See Vol. IL, p. 74, and p. 86, note 1. 

* For the Naga called Vatsa, see Vol. IL, p. 287, note ». 

* For Agwatara, Kambala, and Elapatra, see Vol. IL. p. 74. 
+t The original seems to denote that Vedasiras became master of Patala: 

Urata anaqman a Wafux ata: i 

i; By the word aa, immediately following the mention of Elapatra, 
it is implied that from him alone the Purana passed to Vedasiras. 

§§ Variant: Pramita. 

li Some of my best MSS. give Jatukarnya. For both names, see 
Vol. IIl., p. 36, text and note +. 

qq Pu according to my Ajmere MS. 

*** Variants: Sanika, Sanika, and Sinika. For Samika, see Vol. I. 
Preface, p. LV. 


Ttt On which Ratnagarbha remarks: JẸ SHQTHTO CH: maiz- 
aafaa: i 
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removes the contamination of the Kali, shall be freed 
from all his sins. He who hears this every day, 
acquits himself of his daily obligations to ancestors, 
gods, and men.” The (great and) rarely attainable 
merit that a man acquires by the gift of a brown 
cow, he derives from hearing ten chapters of this 
(Purana).' He who hears the entire (Purana), con- 
templating, in his mind, Achyuta, — who is all things, 
and of whom all things are made; who 1s the stay of 
the whole world, the receptacle of spirit; who is 
knowledge, and that which is to be known; who is 
without beginning or end, and the benefaetor of the 
gods, —obtains, assuredly, the reward that attends the 
uninterrupted celebration of the Aswamedha rite. § 
He who reads, and retains with faith this (Purana), 
in the beginning, middle, and end of which is described 
the glorious Achyuta, the lord of the universe in every 
stage,| the master of all that is stationary or moveable, 
composed of spiritual knowledge, acquires such pu- 
rity as exists not in any world,—the eternal state of 
pesi (Which E Hari. The man who fixes his 


! This seems to be an Ee interpolation: it is not in 
all the copies. tf 
* fagenagqery: quee | 
wat Ws wd: xrerfea fea fea n 
t Kapild. According to Colebrooke, *when applied to a cow, this term 


signifies one of the colour of lac dye, with black tail and white hoofs.” 
Two Treatises on the Hindu Law of Inheritance, p. 131, note. 


i Amara. § Vajimedha, in the original. 
| fererstarrer rem erai mg: | 
T SRUSETTRPT: | ** vatafafa: | 


++ Sridhara ignores it; otherwise it seems to be recognized. 
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mind on Vishnu goes not to hell. He who meditates 
upon him regards heavenly enjoyment only as an im- 
pediment; and he whose mind and soul are penetrated 
by him thinks little of the world of Brahma: for, when 
present in the minds of those whose intellects are free 
from soil, he confers upon them eternal freedom. 
What marvel, therefore, is it, that the sins of one who 
repeats the name of Achyuta should be wiped away? 
Should not that Hari be heard of whom those devoted 
to acts worship with sacrifices, continually, as the god 
of sacrifice;* whom those devoted to meditation T con- 
template as primary and secondary, composed of 
spirit; by obtaining whom, man is not born, nor 
nourished, § nor subjected to death; who is all that is, 
and that 1s not, (or both cause and effect); who, as the 
progenitors, receives the libations| made to them; 
who, as the gods, accepts the offerings addressed to 
them; the glorious being who 1s without beginning or 
end; whose name is both Swáhá** and Swadhá;'** 
who is the abode of all spiritual power; in whom the 
limits of finite things cannot be measured; and who, 
when he enters the ear, destroys all sin?* 


! The words or prayers employed in presenting oblations 
with fire. 
? The text has: 
aaa ciate arta at ATATA | 
fasta nuala ef Hyd ATS a Brat ET: d 


Mana commonly means 'pride; but here it seems most appro- 
y P ; 


* Yajneswara. + Yogin. t Brahma-maya. 


$ The original has FY Wd waa Ja | 
|| Kavya. q Havya. 


** See Vol. IIL, p. 122, note 1, ad finem. 
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I adore him, that first of gods, Purushottama,* who 
is without end and without beginning, without growth, 
without decay, T without death; who is substance that 
knows not change. I adore that ever inexhaustible 
spirit,§ who assumed sensible qualities; | who, though 
one, became many; who, though pure, became as if 
impure, by appearing in many and various shapes; 
who is endowed with (divine) wisdom, and is the 
author of the preservation of all creatures." I adore 
him, who is the one conjoined essence and object of 
both meditative wisdom and active virtue; who is 
watchful in providing for human enjoyments; who is 
one with the three qualities; who, without undergoing 
change, is the cause of the evolution of the world; 
who exists of his own essence, ever exempt from 
decay.** I constantly adore him, who is entitled 
acagem Ti air, fire, water, earth, and T ;4 who is the 


priately rendered TA its radical import, ‘measure.’ The measures 
which are for the determination of measurable things are not 
applicable to Vishnu. 


: — — | -$ Pariáma. To 
$ wa wars fa yaa WwaTSmi | 


For avyaya, see Vol. L, p. 17, note *. 
AAYUYTH | 1 waenrerfayfawet | 
*wremghafeasau n gu i 
ECARE faamaaa T 
HATATA TSITSUTSETCUTTST | 
ae EDEURRTGTSDWRTSUCT Il 
++ Vyoman, the same as dkdía, which is generally rendered ‘ether’. 


See Vol. I., p. 34, note «. 
$% The only reading which I find is 


Aafa ANATRA | 


We have had “ether” just above, in the Translator’s “heaven”; and 
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bestower of all the objects which give gratification to 
the senses; who benefits mankind with the instruments 
of fruition; who is perceptible, who is subtile, who is 
imperceptible. May that unborn, eternal Hari, whose 
form is manifold, and whose essence is composed of 
both nature and spirit,* bestow upon all mankind that 
blessed state which knows neither birth nor decay! 


= E EUM 


there is no sixth element. 

In the MS. which Professor Wilson used in preference to any or all 
others, the letters eX'q- in this passage look very like Xq, for which he 
probably took them, not noticing the two letters following, making up 
eX q*iT-; aud kha is one of the words for “ether”. Vide supra, p. 198, 
text, with notes * and «I. 


QQ wea UA ARANA | 
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[No one among the contemporaries of Professor Wilson is 
known to have qualified himself more adequately than Colonel 
Vans Kennedy for diseussing the subject of the Puranas; and it 
has, therefore, been considered that the following correspondence 
must, with all its defeets, possess, to the readers of these volumes, 
sufficient interest to justify its republication in this plaee. The 
seven letters of which it consists—namely, five entitled On Pro- 
fessor Wilson’s Theory respecting the Puranas, the Professor’s Reply, 
and the Colonel’s Rejoinder,—originally appeared in the London 
Asiatic Journal for 1840 and 1841, addressed to its editor. F. H.] 


Sır: In the learned and ingenious remarks con- 
tained in the Preface to his Translation of the Vishnu 
Purana, Professor Wilson remarks that the Puránas 
“may be acquitted of subservience to any but sectarial 
imposture. They were pious” frauds for temporary pur- 
poses;” f and that they “are, also, works of evidently 
different ages, and have been compiled under different 
circumstances, the precise nature of which we can but 
imperfectly conjecture from internal evidence, and from 
what we know of the history of religious opinion in In- 
dia. It is highly probable that, of the present popular 
forms of the Hintlu religion, none assumed their actual 
state earlier than the time of Sankara Acharya, the great. 
Saiva reformer, who flourished, in all likelihood, in the 
eighth or ninth century. Of the Vaishnava teachers, Ra- 

* Colonel Kennedy omitted this word. + Vol. I., Preface, p, XI. 
V. 17 
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mánuja dates in the twelfth century; Madhwáchárya, in 
the thirteenth; and Vallabha, in the sixteenth; and the 
Puranas seem to have accompanied, or followed, their 
innovations; being obviously mtended to advocate the 
doctrines they taught.”* He further observes that 
*a very great portion of the contents of many [of the 
Puráhas], some portion of the contents of all, 1s gen- 
uine and old. The sectarial interpolation, or embellish- 
ment, is always sufficiently palpable to be set aside 
without injury to the more authentic and primitive 
material; and the Puranas, although they belong es- 
pecially + to that stage of the Hindu religion in which 
faith in some one divinity was the prevailing principle, 
are, also, a valuable record of the form of Hindu 
belief which came next m order to that of the Ve- 
das.” + And yet Professor Wilson, at the same time, 
maintains that religious instruction is not one of the 
five topics which are treated of in a genume ane 
and that its occurrence in the Puráńas now extant is 
a decisive proof that these are not the same works, in 
all respects, that were current, under the denomination 
of Puranas, in the century prior to Christianity. 
These, however, and similar remarks contained in 
that Preface, seem to be inconsistent and inconclusive; 
for, if the Puránüas, in their present form, are of so 
modern a date, and if the ancient Puranas are no 
longer extant, by what means can it be ascertained 
that any portion of the contents of the works now 
bearing the name of Puranas is genuine and old? 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. XVI. 
t Colonel Kennedy—a very heedless quoter,—had “essentially ". 
t Vol. I., Preface, pp. XI, XII. 
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Professor Wilson rejects, as not belonging to the Pu- 
ranas, in the time of Amara Siha (BD. C. 56), all those 
parts of the present Puránas which relate to the rites 
and observances and to the theology of the Hindus; but 
it is those parts only which admit of being compared 
with other Hindu works, and with all that is known of 
the Hindu religion. It is, also, unquestionable that 
certain works denominated Puránas have been imme- 
morially considered, by the Hindus, as sacred books;* 
and it must be evident that, unless the doctrines of 
the Hindu religion were ineuleated in those works, 
they could contain nothing which could communicate 
to them a sacred character. The opinion, therefore, of 
Professor Wilson, that the genuine Puránas treated of 
profane subjects only, is, obviously, incompatible with 
that profound reverence with which the Puranas are 
regarded by all Hindus, even at the present day. The 
only argument, also, which he has adduced in support 
of this opinion depends entirely upon the use and 
meaning of the term pancha-lakshana, as applied to 
a Purana. But the passage in Sanskrit, quoted in the 
note in page VII., does not admit of the restricted sense 
which Professor Wilson has given to it; because the 
first of the five topics’ there mentioned, or sarga, is 
inadequately expressed T by “primary creation, or cos- 
mogony." This will be at once evident by a reference 


! The five topics, as explained by Professor Wilson, are: 
*1. Primary creation, or cosmogony; 2. Secondary creation, or 
the destruction and renovation of worlds, including chronology; 
3. Genealogy of gods and patriarchs; 4. Reigns of the Manus, 
or periods called Manwantaras ; and, 5. History.” 


"P? + But see what the Colonel says in p. 299, note 2, infra. 
Age 


260 VISHNU PURANA. 


to the contents of the Translation of the Vishnu Purána, 
where, under sarga, are enumerated: * Vishüu, the ori- 
gin, existence, and end of all things; his existence be- 
fore creation; his first manifestations; description of 
Pradhána, of Prakriti, of the active cause; development. 
of effects, of the mundane egg. For the description of 
all that precedes the appearance of the mundane egg, 
which occurs in the Vishiu and other Puranas, is the 
most abstruse and sacred part of Hindu theology ; as it 
explains the real nature of the Supreme Being, and of 
those manifestations of his divine essence which lead 
men to believe in the actual existence of a material 
world. The first, therefore, of the five topies treated 
of in a genuine Purana, according to Professor Wilson, 
necessarily includes religious instruction; because the 
antecedents to creation could not have been described 
without, at the same time, explaining the distinction 
between the one sole-existing spirit and those illusive 
appearances which seem to be composed of matter. 
The second, also, of those topics is, equally, of a reli- 
gious nature; for an account of the destruction and 
renovation of worlds must, necessarily, include a de- 
scription of the means and agents employed, by the 
Supreme Being, for those purposes. Under the first 
two topics, consequently, 1s comprised a great part of 
what is contained in the Puranas, as at present extant: 
namely, a description of the real essence of the Su- 
preme Being, and of the illusive nature of the uni- 
verse; of the production of Brahmá, Vishnu, Siva, and 
their female energies; of the origin of angelic beings 
and holy sages; hd of all the circumstances relating 


i This is not a fair r representation. 
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to the repeated creation, destruction, and renovation 
of the world; and it may, therefore, be justly con- 
cluded, that these subjects were also treated of in the 
eighteen Puranas, as originally committed to writing, 
and that the term pancha-lakshana affords no grounds 
for the conclusion which Professor Wilson has de- 
duced from its use and meaning. 

But those parts of the present Puráńas which re- 
late to festivals, rites, and observances, and to the 
worship of particular deities, may appear to support 
this remark of Professor Wilson: “They [the Puranas] 
are no longer authorities for Hindu belief, as a whole: 
they are special guides for separate and, sometimes, 
conflicting branches of it; compiled for the evident 
purpose of promoting the preferential, or, in some 
cases, the sole, worship of Vishńu, or of Eva lta 
not clear what is here meant by the “Hindu belief, 
as a whole; ” for there are, I believe, no traces, now 
extant, of the Hindu religion having ever existed as 
one uniform system of belief in one and the same 
deity. But the antiquity of the Upanishads is not dis- 
puted; and, in one or other of them, the attributes of 
the Supreme Being are distinctly ascribed to Brahmá, 
Vishnu, Siva, Devi, Surya, and Ganesa; and, conse- 
quently, when the Upanishads were composed, there 
must have been some Hindus who paid a preferential 
worship to one or other of those deities. These, how- 
ever, are precisely the same deities to whom the attri- 
butes of the Supreme Being are ascribed in one or 
other of the Puranas; and, therefore, if the antiquity 


* Vol. I, Preface, p. V. 
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of the Upanishads be admitted, the variety of deities 
proposed for worship in the Puranas now extant can 
be no proof that these works were recently compiled, 
for sectarian purposes. The Vedas, indeed, have not 
yet been so examined as to admit of its being deter- 
mined whether the same distinction is to be found in 
them; but Mr. Colebrooke has stated that the whole 
of the Indian theology is founded on the Upanishads, 
and that several of them, which he has described, were 
extracts from the Vedas. The six deities, therefore, 
just mentioned, were, most;probably, objects of worship, 
when the religious system of the Vedas flourished; 
and it must, in consequence, be altogether improper 
to consider the worshippers of one of those deities, 
in preference to the others, as sectarians, if, by this 
term, is intended such sectarians as have existed in 
India in later times. For, according to the principles 
of the Hindu religion, there is unity in diversity; and, 
hence, it is held that these apparently different deities 
are merely variant forms of one and the same Supreme 
Being, and that, consequently, the worship of any one 
of them is equally holy and effective, —as it is, in fact, 
the adoration of the Supreme Being in that particular 
form. Sectarianism, at the same time, consists in the 
exclusive, and not merely preferential, worship of a 
particular deity; but in not one of the Puranas is there 
a single intimation, or injunction, which, virtually, or 
expressly, sanctions the rejection of the worship of 
Vishnu, or Siva, or of any of the other six deities. The 
orthodox Hindus, therefore, are, even at the present 
day, votaries, but not sectaries, of either Vishnu or 
Siva; and such they appear to have been from the 
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remotest time,—as the particular worship of Brahma 
has long ceased, and, though particular worshippers 
of Sürya and Ganesa have existed, and, perhaps, still 
exist, in India, they have never been numerous, and 
the worship of Devi has degenerated into rites and 
ceremonies which, though practised by many Hindus, 
are, generally, considered to be contrary to the tenets 
and ritual of the Hindu religion. * 

Professor Wilson also has not explamed the secta- 
rian purposes to promote which he thinks the works 
at present bearing the names of Puranas were com- 
piled in a period so comparatively modern as that 
between the eighth and seventeenth centuries. But he 
cannot mean to contend that Vishnu and Siva were 
not objects of worship in the earhest times of the 
Hindu religion, or that they were worshipped with the 
saine rites and ceremonies; and, if not, the mere 
ascribing, in those works, preeminence to either Vishnu 
or Siva, and a superior excellence to the worship of 
either of those gods,—which is all that occurs of them,— 
can be no proof that the Puranas, as now extant, are 
mere modern works, compiled for sectarian purposes; 
because in not one of the eighteen Puranas 1s it, in 
any manner, intimated that Vishnu or Siva ought not 
to be worshipped; and, on the contrary, numerous 
passages occur in them, in which precisely the same 
rewards are promised to the worshipper of either god. 
So far, indeed, is any one of the Puranas from ineul- 
cating the exclusive worship of either Vishnu or 


' I here merely allude to the worship of Devi by the sacri- 
fice of animals, and not to the abominable worship described 
in the Tantras. 
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Siva, that Vishüu is introduced, in some of them, 
teaching the worship of Siva, and, in others, Siva, 
teaching the worship of Vishnu. The only distinction 
which appears to exist between these gods is, that, in 
particular Puranas, each is represented as the Supreme 
Being, when the other becomes, in a certain sense, in- 
ferior, without, however, detracting from his divine 
excellence. It is, also, remarkable that it is not in 
separate Puranas only that preeminence is ascribed to 
either Vishnu or Siva, or even to Brahmá; but this 
ascription occurs in the very same Purana. For, as 
far as I have observed, there are only five Puranas in 
which the supremacy is uniformly ascribed to the 
same god: namely, the Linga and Skanda, in which 
Siva is identified with the Supreme Being; the Vishnu 
and bhagavata, m which this honour is attributed to 
Vishnu; and the Brahma Vatvarta, in which Krishna 
is represented as the Supreme Being, and his favourite 
mistress, Radha, as his sakti or energy. When, there- 
fore, in the Puranas as now extant, equal reverence is 
given not only to Vishńu and Siva, but to four other 
deities, and when nothing occurs, in them, which in 
the least sanctions the rejection of the worship of 
those deities, or in any manner condemns or disparages 
it, 1t seems evident that such works could not have 
been composed for the sectarian purpose of promoting 
the exclusive worship of either Vishńu or Siva, or of 


any other god." 


1 I should except the Brahma Vaivarta Purdna (for I have 
not met with any Upanishad in which Krishna is represented 
as the Supreme Being); but this Purana appears to me to be of 


APPENDIX. 265 


It is, as the same time, impossible to understand 
why Professor Wilson should have been so anxious 
to establish, in that Preface, that the Puranas now 
extant are mere modern compilations, and that a 
genuine Purana treats of profane subjects only, when, 
in p. XCVII., he makes these remarks: “That Brah- 
mans unknown to fame have remodelled some of the 
Hindu scriptures, and, especially, the Puranas, cannot 
reasonably be contested, after dispassionately weighing 
the strong internal evidence, which all of them afford, 
of the intermixture of unauthorized and comparatively 
modern ingredients. But the same internal testimony 
furnishes proof, equally decisive, of the anterior exist- 
ence of ancient materials; and it is, therefore, as idle 
as it is irrational, to dispute the antiquity or authenti- 
city of the greater portion of the contents of the Pu- 
ranas, in the face of abundant positive and eireumstan- 
tial evidence of the prevalence of the doctrines which 
they teach, the currency of the legends which they 
narrate, and the integrity of the institutions which they 
describe, at least three centuries before the Christian 
era." For the natural conclusion from such premisses 
must, necessarily, be, that the Puránas now extant are 
the very same works which were known, under that 
denomination, three centuries before the Christian era, 
but that they, at the same time, afford strong internal 
testimony of an intermixture of unauthorized and 
comparatively modern ingredients. But, to invert this 
conclusion, and to suppose that, because some parts 


a much more ancient date than that ascribed to it by Professor 
Wilson. 
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of the present Puranas are, perhaps, modern, there- 
fore these works must be modern compilations, is, ob- 
viously, contrary to every principle of just reasoning; 
because, as it is admitted that ancient materials existed 
anterior to the supposed compilation of the present 
Puránas, and as no cause can be assigned for their dis- 
appearance — if such existed, —in the tenth or eleventh 
century, it is most reasonable to conclude that the 
Puranas now extant do, actually, consist of those very 
materials, and that they are, in fact, the very same 
works which were current, under that denomination, 
in the time of Amara Sunha. Professor Wilson, how- 
ever, seems to have given more weight to the internal 
testimony arising from those passages of the Puránas 
which he thinks have a modern appearance, than to 
that which results from those parts which the Puranas 
must have contained from their first composition, in 
order to entitle them to a sacred character and to that 
reverence with which these works have been always 
regarded by the Hindus. But the fixing the precise 
date when the Puranas received their present form is 
a question of little or no consequence, when it is ad- 
mitted that there is “abundant positive and circum- 
stantial evidence of the prevalence of the doctrines 
which théy teach, the currency of the legends which 
they narrate, and the integrity of the institutions which 
they describe, at least three centuries before the 
Christian era." 

The Puranas, therefore, cannot be—as also remarked 
by Professor Wilson, in p. XL,— pious frauds, written 
for temporary purposes, in subservience to sectarial 
imposture. But these are the principal grounds on 
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which he rests his opinion, that the Puranas now ex- 
tant did not receive their present form until a thousand 
years after the birth of Christ. Professor Wilson, how- 
ever, does not explain in what this imposture con- 
sisted, or for what sectarian purpose it was intended. 
That there are, at this day, and may have been, for 
many centuries, exclusive worshippers of Vishnu, or 
Siva, is undoubted; but, as I have before observed, 
this exclusive worship is not sanctioned by anything 
that is contained in the Purdnas now extané; nor do 
they, in any manner, countenance those more obscure 
sects which have existed in India in later times. The 
opinion, also, of Professor Wilson, that “the designa- 
tion of Sakti may not be correctly applicable to the 
whole [of the Rdjasa division of the Puranas], although 
it is to some of the series; for there is no incompati- 
bility in the advocacy of a Tántrika modification of 
the Hindu religion by any Puráfia,"* is, unquestion- 
ably, erroneous; because, in not one of the eighteen 
Puranas is there the slightest indication of the Tántrika 
worship, or the slightest allusion to it; for the worship 
of Devi, in the form of Durgá or Kálí, by blood, flesh, 

and spirituous liquors, ls essentially different. from 
that of Devi as Sakti: in the one, it is her i image ie 
is worshipped, and, in the latter, it is a naked virgin.! 

Had, however, imposture for sectarian purposes been 
the object for which the Puranas were written, it must 
have been evident in every part of them; bnt, on the 


! Strictly speaking, not the virgin, but the xze/íc of the virgin. 


* Vol. I, Preface, pp. XXL, XXII. 
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contrary, I have no doubt that, were they carefully 
and dispassionately examined, it would satisfactorily 
appear that they contain nothing which is incompatible 
with those principles of the Hindu religion which are 
universally acknowledged by all Hindus. The argu- 
ment, consequently, deduced from the assumption that 
the Purátas, as now extant, are pious frauds, and, 
therefore, modern compilations, is refuted by the whole 
scope and tendency of those works; nor, were it even 
proved that interpolations and additions have taken 
place in them, would this circumstance detract from 
the authenticity of such portions of them as afford 
strong internal evidence of their antiquity. But what 
more conclusive evidence of their antiquity can be re- 
quired than—as is admitted by Professor Wilson him- 
self, —their containing a correct description of the doc-. 
trines, the legends, and the institutions of the Hindu 
religion which were prevalent in India three centuries 
before the Christian era? For it is, obviously, much 
more probable that the present Puranas are works 
which were then extant, than that eighteen different 
persons should, each, have conceived, thirteen hundred 
years afterwards, the design of writing a Purana, and 
should have been able to compile or compose, so ac- 
curately, eighteen different works which correspond 
so exactly in numerous essential and minute par- 
ticulars. 

The eighteen Puranas, also, as Professor Wilson 
states, consist of 400.000 slokas, or 1.600.000 lines; 
and it must, therefore, be evident that nothing but 
the most attentive examination of the whole of such 
extensive works, and a thorough knowledge of the 
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exact state of India, and of all the changes which may 
have taken place, in the country and amongst the 
people, during the last two thousand years, could 
enable any person to fix, with any degree of certainty, 
from the internal evidence of the Puranas, the date 
when each of them was composed. A name, a circum- 
stance, or even a legend may have a modern appear- 
ance; but its recentness, or antiquity, can only be de- 
termined by there being some known facts with which 
it can be compared; and it is the want of such facts, 
in the present state of our knowledge of Hindu history, 
that renders all reasoning, with respect to the dates of 
the events mentioned in the Puranas, so completely 
inconclusive. Most of the legends, also, are of a mira- 
culous nature; and no date, therefore, can be inferred 
from them. Professor Wilson, however, undeterred by 
such considerations, has not hesitated to fix the time 
when each Purana was composed, and to place the 
compilation of the Puranas, as now extant, between 
the eighth and seventeenth centuries. But his reasons 
for assigning so modern a period to the compilation 
of those works appear to rest, principally, if not en- 
tirely, on the contents of the different Puranas not cor- 
responding with his preconceived opinion of what a 
Purana ought to be. For Professor Wilson thus ob- 
serves, with respect to the Brahma Vaivarta Purana: 
“The character of the work is, in truth, so* decidedly 
sectarial, and the sect to which it belongs, so distinetly 
marked,—that of the worshippers of the juvenile 
Krisháa and Radha, a form of belief of known modern 
origin, — that i it t can scar eely h ave foun found a notice in a 


* Colonel Kennedy omitted the words “in in truth, so" 
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work to which, like the Matsya, a much more remote 
date seems to belong. Although, therefore, the Matsya 
may be received in proof of there having been a Brah- 
ma Vaivarta Purana at the date of its compilation, de- 
dicated especially to the honour of Kfishüa, yet we 
cannot credit the possibility of its being the same we 
now possess.”** Thus, Professor Wilson decides, 
not only that “the Brahma Vaivarta has not the 
slightest title to be regarded as a Purana,” but, also, 
that the Purdna which bore that name is no longer 
extant; and yet he adduces neither argument nor proof 
in support of this decision, and of his gratuitous as- 
sumption that this Purana owes its origin to the modern 
sect of the worshippers of the juvenile Kfishüa. He 
admits, also, that the first three Books (or nearly two- 
thirds,) of this Purána are occupied in the description 
of the acts of Brahma, Devi, and Ganesa; but he does 
not explain why the supposed sectarian writer, instead 
of composing a work solely in honour of Krishna, and 
in support of his sect, has dedicated so great a part of 
the Purana to the celebration of other deities. In the 
same manner, Professor Wilson remarks, with respect 
to the Vámana Purana: “It is of a more tolerant 


1 The object of this Purana is to represent Krishna as the 
Supreme Being, and Radha, as his energy; and it is, therefore, 
altogether improbable that it should have been compiled for the 
purpose of promoting the modern worship of the juvenile Krishna, 
or that a modern work should have been written, and substituted 
in the place of the Brahma Vaivarta Purdia mentioned in the 
Matsya. 


* Vol. I., Preface, p> GAVT: + dbid., p. LXVII. 
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character than the Purááas, and divides its homage 
between Siva and Vishüu with tolerable | impartiality. 
It is not connected, therefore, with any sectarial prin- 
ciples, and may have preceded their introduction. It 
has not, however, the air of any antiquity; and its 
compilation may have amused the leisure of some 
Brahman of Benares three or four centuries ago.” '* 
But this, surely, is not the manner in which the ques- 
tion whether the Puránas, as now extant, are ancient. 
and original compositions, or mere modern compila- 
tions, ought to be discussed,—far less, decided. On the 
contrary, the particular passages of the Puránas which 
are supposed to be modern ought to be adduced, or 
referred to; and it should, then, be shown that the cir- 
cumstances and events, or the doctrines and legends, 
mentioned in them could not be of an ancient date. 
because they had occurred, or had been introduced, in 
modern times, or that they were posterior to modern 
events of known dates; and, as, therefore, Professor 
Wilson has not followed this method, but trusted to 
conjecture and inferences deduced from erroneous pre- 
misses, it seems evident that his speculations respect- 
ing the modern period in which the present Puráńas 
were composed must be considered to be either ground- 
less or not yet supported by the requisite proof. 


! As, however, Professor Wilson places the introduction of 


sectarial principles in the eighth or ninth ceutury, the date of the 
Vémana Purána, if compiled previous to their introduction, must 
be the eighth century, at least, and not the fourteenth or fifteenth. 


* Vol. I, Preface p. EXXVI 
+ Vide supra, p. 257. 
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The preceding observations will have, perhaps, 
evinced that the remarks contained in Professor Wil- 
son's Preface to his Translation of the Veshiwu Purana 
have been written under the impression of two con- 
flieting opinions: for he is obliged to admit that the 
Puranas now extant were compiled from ancient ma- 
terials, and that they are *a valuable record of the 
form of Hindu belief which came next in order to that 
of the Vedas”; and yet he contends that those works 
are plous frauds, written for temporary purposes, in 
subservienee to sectarial imposture. But both these 
opinions cannot be correct; and it must, therefore, be 
most accordant with probability to conclude that, 
although interpolations and additions may, possibly, 
have taken place in the Puranas, as now extant, they 
are, still, in all essential respects, the very same works 
which have been, from remote times, held sacred by 
the Hindus. That, however, alterations have been 
made in the present Puranas is a mere supposition, 
which has never yet been supported by any clear and 
satisfactory proof; and the inconsistent and incon- 
clusive reasoning, employed by a person so well ac- 
quainted with the Puranas as Professor Wilson, to 
prove that they are mere modern compilations, must, 
alone, evince that the internal evidence of the Purá- 
fas, even in their present form, affords such incontro- 
vertible proof of their antiquity, that even those who 
wish to contest this are obliged to admit it, and to ex- 
plain it by having recourse to the conjecture, that an- 
cient materials existed, from which those parts of the 
extant Puráńas which are, most probably, ancient, were 
compiled. But, as this conjecture is altogether gra- 
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tuitous, and unsupported by proof, it may be much 
more reasonably concluded that the Puranas now ex- 
tant are the very same works which have been always 
known, under that denomination, from the remote time 
when they were originally composed;* and Professor 
Wilson himself remarks that “they never emanated 
from any impossible combination of the Brahmans to 
fabricate for the antiquity of the entire Hindu system 
any claims which it cannot fully support;”+ and that 
“the origin and development of the doctrines, tradi- 
tions, and institutions [described in the Puranas now 
extant,] were not the work of a day; and the testimony 
that establishes their existence three centuries before 
Christianity carries it back to a much more remote 
antiquity,—to an antiquity that is, probably, not sur- 
passed by any of the prevailing fictions, institutions, 
or beliefs of the ancient world." : 
Vans KxxNEDY. 
Bombay, 28th August, 1840. 


Sir: In the letter which I addressed to you on the 
28th ult., I confined myself to such observations as 
seemed to evince that the remarks contained in Pro- 
fessor Wilson's Preface to his Translation of the Vishnu 
Purana were written under the impression of two 
conflicting opinions, which could not, both, be correct. 
As my attention has, thus, been again directed to the 
question whether the eighteen Puráńas, as now extant, 


* Of this untenable position Colonel Kennedy nowhere offers any proof 
t Vol. I., Preface, p. XI. t Ibid., p. XCIX. 
Wo 18 
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are ancient compositions, or modern compilations, I 
am induced to enter into a further discussion of this 
subject. For it is evident that, if the works now known 
under that denomination were written between the 
eleventh and seventeenth centuries, for temporary 
purposes, in subservience to sectarial imposture, they 
cannot be a valuable record of the form of Hindu be- 
lief which eame next in order to that of the Vedas. 
Nor can they, indeed, afford any authentic information 
with respect to the state of the Hindu religion previ- 
ous to the twelfth century; because, even admitting 
that those works may have been partly compiled from 
ancient materials, there are no means now available 
by which what is genuine and old that may be con- 
tained in them can be distinguished from what 1s sup- 
posed to be spurious and modern. 

The limits of a preface may have prevented Pro- 
fessor Wilson from fully discussing this question; but, 
as that Preface extends to seventy-five quarto pages, 
it is most probable that he has, at least, stated, in it, 
the prineipal reasons which induce him to consider 
the Puráńas to be modern compositions. To me, how- 
ever, it appears that those reasons, instead of sup- 
porting Professor Wilson's opinion, should lead to a 
directly contrary conclusion. The arguing, in particu- 
lar, that, because not one of the present Puranas cor- 
responds with the term pancha-lakshana, or “treatises 
on five topics”,—which is given as a synonym to a 
Puráüa, in the vocabulary of Amara Simha,—theretfore 
it is decidedly proved “that we have not, at present, 
the same works, in all respects, that were current, 
under the denomination of Puráńas, in the century 
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prior to Christianity,” is, certainly, altogether incon- 
clusive. For a mere descriptive term cannot be re- 
ceived as proof, when the argument itself admits that 
the works which it was intended to describe are no 
longer extant, and that, consequently, there are no 
means of determining whether the term did, or did 
not, apply strictly to those works. On the supposition, 
also, that the Puranas now extant are modern compo- 
sitions, written in imitation of the ancient Puránas, it 
must be evident that those works could not have been 
restricted to the treating only of the five topics men- 
tioned by Professor Wilson; for he himself observes 
that the description of a Purdna, included in the term 
pancha-lakshana, is utterly inapplicable to some of the 
present Puranas, and that to others it only partially 
applies. But, though it may be supposed that the Brah- 
mans might possibly recompose their sacred books, 
it is altogether improbable that they would so alter 
them, as to leave no resemblance between the original 
and its substitute; and, consequently, had the pre- 
scribed form for the composition of a Purana re- 
quired the treating of five topics only, in that pre- 
cise form would the present Puranas (if modern com- 
pilations,) have, no doubt, been written. As, therefore, 
they do not exhibit that form, and as they could not 
have succeeded to the reverence in which the ancient 
Puranas were held, unless they resembled those works, 
(at least in form,) it is most reasonable to conclude that 
a Purana, as originally composed, was not “a treatise 
on five topics.” The miscellaneous nature, conse- 


18* 
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be admitted as a valid objection to their antiquity, on 
a mere supposition, which is not only improbable in 
itself, but which is, also, disproved by the sacred 
character that has been immemorially ascribed to the 
Puranas, which, it is obvious, they could not have re- 
ceived, had they treated only of the profane topics 
mentioned by Professor Wilson. 

The argument also supposes that the original eight- 
een Puránas were current prior to the Christian era; 
and, before, therefore, the conclusion can be granted, 
the time and manner in which those works have be- 
come extinct should be proved: for, as numerous 
Sanskrit works which were, unquestionably, extant 
at the commencement of the Christian era, have been 
preserved until the present day, nothing but satisfac- 
tory proof can establish that the Puranas alone, al- 
though held to be sacred books, have completely dis- 
appeared. It requires to be particularly considered 
that the Puranas consist of eighteen distinct works, 
comprising an aggregate of 1.600.000 lines,* and that 
India, more than one million of square miles in extent, 
has been, during the last two thousand years, divided 
into at least ten distinct regions, T differing in language 
and in local eustoms and prejudices. Were it, there- 
fore, even conceded that the Brahmans, since the 
Christian era, had succeeded in suppressing the whole 
of the eighteen Puranas, and in substituting other 
works in their place, in some one or other region of 
India, still copies of the original Puranas would have 


* See Vol. I., Preface p. XXIV. 
+ For the particulars of this unscientific classification, see Colebrooke's 
Miscellaneous Essays, Vol. II., p. 179. 
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been preserved in the other regions. Nothing but the 
entire extirpation of the Brahmanical religion, through- 
out the whole of so extensive a country, could have 
effected the complete destruction of such voluminous 
works,—the more especially, as their sacred character 
would have rendered their preservation an object of 
constant solicitude. But, until a complete suppression 
of the ancient Puranas had been effected, other works 
could not have been substituted in their place; and, 
thus, the objection to the supposition that the Puranas, 
us now extant, were not written until between the 
eleventh and seventeenth centuries becomes insuper- 
able. For, admitting the dates assigned to each of the 
Puranas by Professor Wilson, it may be asked: Was the 
ancient Purááa, bearing the same name, extant until 
it was superseded by the modern one, or was it not? 
In the first case, in what manner was its supersession 
accomplished? Professor Wilson extends the period 
during which he supposes the Puranas to have re- 
ceived their present form, to eight centuries; and he, 
thus, admits that the replacing of the ancient Puranas 
by new works did not proceed from a combination of 
the Brahmans to remodel the Hindu religion on new 
but premeditated principles. It becomes, therefore, 
impossible to understand how any individual could, 
without the consent and assistance of the Brahmans, 
effect the suppression of an ancient Purana, and the 
substitution, in its place, of a work of his own compo- 
sition or compilation, throughout the whole of India. 
If, for instance, the Bhágavata was written by Bopa- 
deva, at Doulutabad, in the twelfth century, was the 
original Bhagavata then in existence, or not? If it 
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was, what reason, consistent with probability, can be 
assigned for supposing that the Brahmans of all India 
would have suppressed one of their sacred books, to 
which they ascribed a divine origin, and received, as 
entitled to the same reverence, the acknowledged com- 
position of an obscure grammarian? The supposition 
is, evidently, absurd. It is strange, also, that Mr. Cole- 
brooke should have remarked that “Bopadeva, the 
real author of the Srí Bhágavata, has endeavoured 
to reconcile all the sects of Hindus, by reviving the 
doctrines of Vyasa. He recognizes all the deities, but 
as subordinate to the Supreme Being, or, rather, as 
attributes or manifestations of God:"' for, with the 
omission of the word “attributes”, this is precisely 
the same doctrine which is invariably taught in each 
and all of the eighteen Puranas. The Bhagavata, there- 
fore, as now extant, could not have been written. for 
the purpose of inculcating a new doctrine; for, in that 
respeet, it entirely corresponds with the other Purá- 
nas: nor is the representation, in it, of Vishnu as the 
Supreme Being inconsistent with the prineiples of the 
Hindu religion as explained in the other Puranas. It, 
in consequence, does not afford the slightest internal 
evidence of its having been written for the purpose 
of sectarial imposture; nor have I observed, in it, any 
passage which indicates that this Puráha could not 
have been written prior to the twelfth century. lf, 
however, the original BAdágavata was not then in 


! Asiatic Researches, Vol. VIL, p. 280.* 


* Or Miscellaneous Essays, Vol. I, p. 197. 
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existence, the objection still remains insuperable; for 
nothing can render it in the least probable that the 
Brahmans of all India would receive the composition 
of an obscure individual as a sacred book entitled to 
their reverence. It must, also, be evident that, if the 
Puranas which were current in the century prior to 
the Christian era have not been suppressed, there can 
be no reason for supposing that they have not been 
preserved until the present day. But it seems un- 
questionable that the Purdnas then current could not 
have been subsequently suppressed, and other works 
substituted in their place, unless the Brahmans of all 
India had combined together im order to effect that 
object; and Professor Wilson, himself, remarks that 
the Puranas, in their present form, “never emanated 
from any impossible combination of the Brahmans to 
fabricate for the antiquity of the entire Hindu system 
any claims which it cannot fully support."* A com- 
bination, therefore, of the Brahmans being considered 
to be impossible, it must appear most probable that 
the eighteen Puranas have been preserved, during the 
last eighteen hundred years, in the same manner as 
other Sanskrit works of the same period have been 
preserved, and that the present Puranas are, in fact, 
in all essential respects, the same works which were 
current, under that name, in India in the century prior 
to the Christian era. T 


* Vol. J., Preface; po Xr. 

t Throughout this critique, Colonel Kennedy seems to ignore the 
predictive sections of the Puranas,—a very essential feature in almost 
all of them. 
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support of his opinion, is the sectarian tendency of the 
Puranas. But he does not clearly explain what he 
means by that term; and, in his “Sketch of the Religious 
Sects of the Hindus,” he has observed: “This is not 
the case, however, with the first two on the list, the 
Saurapatas and Ganapatas: these are usually, indeed, 
ranked with the preceding divisions, and make, with 
the Vaishüavas, Saivas, and Sáktas, the five orthodox 
divisions of the Hindus."' In this passage, however, 
some inadvertency must have occurred: for, according 
to Professor Wilson's own account, the Sáktas cannot 
be ineluded among the orthodox divisions of the Hin- 
dus; and I suppose, therefore, that the worshippers of 
Deví were here intended. But Vishüu, Siva, Deví, 
Surya, and Ganapati are the very deities, and the only 
ones, whose worship is described or mentioned in the 
Puranas; and, as this is admitted to be orthodox, it 
must follow that the Puranas could not have been 
written for sectarian purposes. What are the sects, 
therefore, to which Professor Wilson alludes, in that 
Preface, is not apparent. But his notion of a sect would 
seem to originate in this singular opinion, which he 
has expressed with respect to the Pauranik account 
of the Hindu religion: “The different works known 
by the name of Puranas are, evidently, derived from 
the same religious system as the Ramayana and Ma- 
habharata, or from the mytho-heroic stage of Hindu 
belief."* For, in both those poems, the passages which 


1 Asiatic Researches, Vol. XVII., p. 230.+ 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. V. 
+ Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. I., pp. 265, 266, 


APPENDIX. 281 


relate to the legends and tenets of the Hindu religion 
are merely incidental, and do not form a principal part 
of those works; while, on the contrary, the legends and 
tenets of the Hindu religion are not only the principal, 
but the sole, subject of the Puranas. It is much more 
probable, therefore, that such incidental notices of 
those topics as occur in the two poems were derived 
from the Puranas, than that such extensive works as 
the Purdnas—which embrace all the details of Hindu 
mythology, and all the abstruse doctrine of Hindu 
theology,—were derived from poems which are, princi- 
pally, of an historical character. To conclude, conse- 
quently, that, because those topics are treated of at 
much greater length in the Puranas than in the Rá- 
máyana and Mahábhárata, therefore the Puranas were 
written at a later period than those poems, is, evi- 
dently, erroneous. At the same time, on what grounds 
does Professor Wilson suppose that there ever was a 
“mytho-heroic stage of Hindu belief”? He merely says 
that Rama and Krishia “appear to have been, original- 
ly, real and historical characters,” who have been “ele- 
vated to the dignity of divinities,"* and that the Puranas 
belong, essentially, to that stage of Hindu belief “which 
grafted hero-worship upon the simpler ritual” + of the 
Vedas. But Professor Wilson adduces neither argu- 
ment nor quotation in support of this opinion; and it 
is, therefore, sufficient to observe that, in the Puranas, 
the Ramayana, and Mahabharata, Rama and Ktishia 
are invariably described, not as mere men, but as in- 


* Vol. I., Preface, p. IV. 
t bid., p. XII. 
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carnate forms of Vishnu, and that not a single passage 
can be produced, from those works, which inculcates 
hero-worship. 

Professor Wilson, however, not only remarks that 
“Siva and Vishiu, under one or other form, are al- 
most the sole objects that claim the homage of the 
Hindus, in the Puránas,"* but also rests much of his 
reasoning, with respect to the date when each Purana, 
as at present extant, was composed, and to its having 
been written for sectarian purposes, on the character of 
Křishńa as a hero-god. For, in describing the Brahma 
Purana, he observes: “Then come a number of chapters 
relating to the holiness of Orissa, with its temples and 
sacred groves dedicated to the Sun, to Siva, and Jagan- 
nátha, '—the latter, especially. These chapters are char- 
acteristic of this Purana, and show its main object to be 
the promotion of the worship of Krishna as Jaganna- 
tha."?* With regard, also, to the Vishnu Purdna, he re- 
marks: “The fifth book of the Vishnu Purana is exclu- 
sively occupied with the life of Krishüa. This is one of 
the distinguishing characteristics of the Purana, and is 
one argument against its antiquity.” t And this objection 
he explains, in speaking of the Brahma Vaivarta Pu- 
rána, where he observes that the decidedly sectarial 


! A name of Krishna. 
? Professor Wilson states, at the same time, that the legend 
of Jagannátha occupies one-third only of this Purana; from which 
it would be more just to conclude that its main object could not 
be the promotion of the worship of Jagannátha. 


* Vol. I., Preface, p. V. 
+ Ibid, p. XXVIII. 
vla p- OLX. 
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character of that Purana shows that it belongs to the 
sect, of known modern origin, which worship the ju- 
venile Krishna and Rádhá.* But Professor Wilson 
does not specify the forms of Siva, the worship of 
which is mentioned in the Puránas, as he states; and, 
on the contrary, it is unquestionable that, in those 
works, it is strictly enjoined that Siva should be wor- 
shipped under no other figure or type than that of the 
Linga; and, as Siva was never incarnate, there could 
be no form under which he could be worshipped. 
With regard, also, to Vishnu, Professor Wilson con- 
fines his remarks to the eighth incarnation only, that 
of Krishna. But the Puranas contain long details re- 
lating to the incarnation of Vishnu in the human forms 
of Ramachandra and Parasurdina; and why, there- 
fore, should Krishháa alone be considered as a real 
historical character who has been elevated to the 
dignity of divinity? The answer is obvious. There is 
a sect, of known modern origin, who worship the ju- 
venile Krishna and Radha; and it may, in consequence, 
be concluded that the Puranas in which Krishna is 
mentioned were written for the purpose of promoting 
the extension of that sect. But, as no sect has selected 
Ramachandra or Parasurama as the peculiar object of 
their worship, no argument could be founded on the 
mention of their names in the Puranas; and, therefore, 
it was unnecessary to notice them. But they were, 
both, greater heroes than Krishna, and lived several 
centuries before him;+ and, had, consequently, hero- 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. LXVI. 
+ The Colonel is precise, here, beyond all reasonable warrant. 
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worship ever prevailed in India, it must seem most 
probable that it would have originated with Ráma- 
chandra,—whose expedition to Lanka is the subject of 
a celebrated and revered poem,—had the Hindus ever 
considered him to be merely a mortal prince. It is, 
however, needless to continue these observations; for 
Professor Wilson has, himself, refuted his own opinion; 
as he has also remarked that Krishha is not repre- 
sented in the character of Bala Gopala (the object of 
worship of the modern sect,) in the Vishiu and Bhá- 
gavata Purákas,* and that the life of Kiishha m the 
Brahma Purana “is, word for word, the same as that 
of the Vishnu Purdna;” + to which I add, that Krishna 
is not represented in that character in the Brahma 
Vaivarta Purána: for it is in those Puranas only that 
the life of Krishna is described at length; and, in them, 
Kista invariably appears and acts as a human being, 
except on occasions when he exerts his divme power; 
but he is, at the same time, frequently acknowledged 
and adored as Vishnu in the incarnate form of Krishna. 


1 I do not exactly understand what Professor Wilson means 
by this remark: “Rama, although an incarnation of Vishnu, com- 
monly appears [in the Zámdyana,] in his human character alone.” 
l suppose he means, that Rama is seldom described, in that 
poem, as exerting his divine power; for he always appears, in it, 
as a man, even when he acts as a god. Nor can I understand 
what the notion is which Professor Wilson has formed of a 
divine incarnation; for he observes that the character of Krishna 
is very contradictorily described in the Mahábhárata, — usually, 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. XXII Colonel Kennedy here misrepresents. 
+ Did., p. XXIX. 
5 bid.) pP- XV. 
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All suppositions, therefore, that hero-worship ever 
prevailed in India, or that it is ineuleated in the Pu- 
ranas, or that Vishńu and Siva have ever been wor- 
shipped under any other figure or type than such as 
exist at the present day, are entirely groundless. 

It will hence appear that this remark of Professor 
Wilson must be erroneous: “The proper appropriation 
of the third [Rajasa,"] class of the Puranas, according 
to the Padma Purana’ appears to be the worship of 
Küshüa.... as the infant Kiishia, Govinda, Bala 
Gopála, the sojourner in Vfindávana, the companion 
of the cowherds and milkmaids, the lover of Radha, 
or as the juvenile master of the universe, Jagan- 
nátha."* But, in the same manner as Professor Wilson 
thus appropriates, on no grounds whatever, one class 
of the Puranas to the worship of Krishna, he also ap- 
propriates another class, the masa, to the Tántrika 
worship. For he remarks: “This last argument is of 
weight in regard to the particular instance specified; 
and the designation of Sakti may not be correctly ap- 
plieable to the whole class, although it is to some of 
the series: for there is no incompatibility in the advo- 
cacy of a Tantrika modification of the Hindu religion 
by any Purana.” f That is, that there is no incompati- 


as a mere mortal, though frequently as a divine person. But is 
not that precisely the character of an incarnation,—a man, occa- 
sionally displaying the powers of a god? 

! The Puranas are divided into three classes, —named Sáttwika, 
Tamasa, and Fajasa,—cousisting, each, of six Puránas. 

* No passage in the Padma Purdnia authorizes this remark. 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. XXII. 
+ dbid. pp: XXL, XXIL 
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bility in the Puráńas— which have immemorially been 
held to be sacred books,—ineuleating a worship not 
only directly contrary to the Vedas, but which even 
requires, for its due performance, flesh, fish, wine, 
women, and which is attended “with the most scan- 
dalous orgies amongst the votaries.” The mere men- 
tion, however, of such an opinion is, alone, sufficient to 
show its mprobability; and Professor Wilson correctly 
observes: “The occurrence of these impurities is, cer- 
tainly, countenanced by the texts which the sects regard 
as authorities, and by a very general belief of their 
occurrence. The members of the sect are enjoined 
secrecy, — which, indeed, it might be supposed they 
would observe on their own aecount,— and, conse- 
quently, will not acknowledge their participation in 
such scenes."' It is, therefore, surprising that, not- 
withstanding his own previous account of the Sáktas, 
he should remark, in the Prefaee to his Translation of 
the Vishnw Purana: “The date of the Kürma Purána 
cannot be very remote; for it is, avowedly, posterior 
to the establishment of the Tántrika, the Sákta, and 
the Jaina sects. In the twelfth chapter it 1s said: ‘The 
Bhairava, Váma, Árhata, and Yámala Sástras are in- 
tended for delusion.’”* The passage here referred to 
is, at length, as follows: “Certain acts have been pre- 
seribed to Brahmans and others; and for those who do 


! These three quotations will be found in Professor Wilson's 
«Sketch of the Religious Sects of the Hindus,” in the Asiatic 
Researches, Vol. XVIIL, pp. 223, 224, 225.4 


* Vol. I., Preface, pp. LXXIX., LXXX. 
+ Or Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. L, pp. 256—260. 


APPENDIX. 287 


not perform these acts are prepared the lowest hells. 
But there is no other Sástra than the Vedas which de- 
serves the name of virtuous; and Brahmans, therefore, 
ought not to delight in reciting the Yoni Sdstras, which 
are of various kinds in this world; because they belong 
to the quality of darkness, and are contrary to fie 
Sruti and Smriti: of these are the Kapala, the Bhai- 
rava, the Ydmala, the Váma, and the Arhata. Thus, 

r the purpose of deception, are there many such 
m as; and by these false Sástras are many men de- 
ceived.” This passage, it is evident, condemns these 
sects, and could not, therefore, have been written by 
a person who belonged to some one of them. But I 
have quoted it in order to show the manner in which 
allusions to philosophical and religious sects occur, in 
a few instances, in some of the Puranas; for, in all 
such passages, the name only is mentioned, and the 
doctrine of the sect is never in the least explained. 
Before, therefore, it is concluded that the name apphes 
to a sect of modern origin, it should, surely, be first 
proved that no seet existed in India, under that name, 
until the establishment of the modern sect. In the 
above quotation, the worship of Siva in his terrific 
character, and of Devi as Sakti, is, no doubt, clearly 
intimated; but it affords no indication of the date when 
such worship commenced, or of the period during 
which it may have been prevalent. But it is stated, 
in more than one Purana, that the Kapála sect was 
coeval with the institution of the worship of the Linga; 
and its antiquity is, further, rendered probable by its 
having long become extinct in India; and it is evident 
that, as the Arhata is here distinctly called a Foni 
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(that is, a Sdkta,) Sástra, this term can have no re- 
ference whatever to the Jaina sect. Were, also, the 
Tantrika doctrines really inculcated in the Puranas, 
the passages relating to them would be so numerous 
and explicit as to attract attention; and yet, in my 
examination of those works, I have never met with a 
single Tántrika passage; and Professor Wilson ad- 
duces only the above-quoted text of the Kúrma Pu- 
rána, which ean prove nothing, until the sects alluded 
to, in it, are satisfactorily ascertained. To found, con- 
sequently, any argument with respect to the date when 
the Puráüas, as now extant, were written, or their 
sectarian tendency, on a few obscure passages which 
occur in them, the precise meaning of which it 1s now 
impossible to determine, is, surely, a mode of reason- 
ing whieh may be justly pronounced to be altogether 
futile and fallacious. 

Professor Wilson also states, in too decided and un- 
qualified a manner, that, *In a word, the religion of 
the Vedas was not idolatry:"* for he, at the same 
time, correctly remarks that “It is yet, however, 
scarcely safe to advance an opinion of the preciseT 
belief or philosophy which they inculeate.": But it 
unquestionably appears, from several of the Upa- 
nishads,—which are adinitted $ to be portions of the Ve- 
das,—that the principal deities have always been re- 
presented by images; and it may, therefore, be justly 
inferred that image-worship has always formed part 
of the Hindu religion. In its purest form, however, it 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. III. " The word ‘precise’ was here omitted. 
+ Vol. I., Preface, p. II. 
§ Not with any scientific accuracy. 
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is probable that the worship of images was practised 
particularly by the inferior castes, and not, generally, 
by the Brahmans and Kshattriyas: but that, when the 
strict observance of the system of religious worship 
prescribed by the Vedas began to decline, then idolatry 
gradually assumed that form under which it appears 
in India at the present day. That such a change has 
taken place in the Hindu religion is clearly shown in 
the Purdnas: for, in those works, though the worship 
of particular deities by various rites and observances 
is principally inenleated, they still contain numerous 
passages in which it is explicitly declared that such 
worship 1s not the adoration which is most acceptable 
to the Supreme Being, or the most effectual for ob- 
taining final beatitude. 

But the following remarks may appear to fix a 
modern character on the eighteen Puranas, as now 
extant: “It is a distinguishing feature of the Vishnu 
Purana, and it is characteristic of its being the work 
of an earlier period than most of the Puranas, that it 
enjoins no sectarial or other acts of supererogation: 
no Vratas, occasional self-imposed observances; no 
holydays, no birthdays of Krishüa, no nights dedicated 
to Lakshmí; no sacrifices or modes of worship other 
than those conformable to the ritual of the Vedas. It 
contains no Máhátmyas or golden legends, even of the 
temples m which Vishüu is adored.”* In these re- 
marks, however, it is assumed that sacrifices. and 
modes of worship which are not conformable to the 
ritual of the Vedas are prescribed ii the Puráńas: but 


” Vol. L, Preface, pp. XCIX. C. 
Wo 19 
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this is precisely the question which requires to be 
proved. It is probable that the worship of images is 
not authorized by the Vedas; and so far, therefore, the 
Puranas inculcate a mode of worship which is not con- 
formable to the ritual of the Vedas. But idolatry has, 
unquestionably, existed, in India, from the remotest 
times: and, consequently, its being inculeated in the 
Puráńas cannot be admitted as any proof of their bemg 
modern compositions. The invocations, also, and 
prayers to the different deities, contained in the Pu- 
Anas appear to be in strict accordance with such as 
are contamed in the Vedas; for they are composed of 
the Gdyatré and, apparently, of other texts of the Ve- 
das; and, although the rites and offerings with which 
the deities are directed to be worshipped may, prob- 
ably, ditfer froin the ritual of the Vedas, they still have 
been, evidently, intended to conform to it, as far as 
the difference of image-worship would admit of. + 
Sacrifices are not prescribed in the Puranas; and the 
description of such as are mentioned in them is, no 
doubt, conformable to the ritual of the Vedas. It is 
not, therefore, the modes of worship which the Pu- 
ráńas prescribe, upon which any argument to prove 
the remodelling of the Hindu religion in modern times 
ean be validly founded; for their simplicity, and their 


! [t is unuecessary to except, expressly, the worship of Devi 
by the sacrifice of animals; for Professor Wilson has remarked 
(Asiatic Researches, Vol. XVII., p. 219):* “This practice, how- 
ever, is not considered as orthodox, aud approaches rather to 
the ritual of the Viinácharius; the more pure Bali [sacrifice] con- 


sisting of edible grain, with milk and sugar.” 


* Or Professor Wilson's colleeted Works, Vol. L, pp. 251, 252. 
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accordance, in all essential respects, with the ritual of 
the Vedas must render it most probable that such 
modes of worship were practised long prior to the 
Christian era. Nor will the other acts specified by 
Professor Wilson afford support to his opinion. I do 
not, indeed, understand what is here intended by 
“sectarial or other acts of supererogation:” but the 
fourth order, or that of the ascetic, is mentioned in the 
Institutes of Manu; and the Yogin is frequently men- 
tioned in the Upanishads; and, surely, the sufferings 
and deprivations to which the ascetic and Yogi sub- 
ject themselves, for the purpose of obtaining beatitude, 
are, decidedly, acts of supererogation. The inculcating, 
therefore, m the Puranas, the advantage to be derived 
from such acts can be no proof that those works were 
written in modern times, for sectarian purposes. There 
then remain to be considered only self-imposed ob- 
servances, holydays, birthdays of Krishna, and nights 
dedicated of Lakshiní. But Professor Wilson has in- 
validated his argument by the mention of Lakshini; 
for, most certainly, that goddess has not been an ob- 
ject of peeuliar worship in modern times; and her fes- 
tival, therefore, inust have been derived from the an- 
cient calendar. It is singular, also, that the deseription 
of holydays and festivals should be adduced as an ar- 
eument against the antiquity of a religious work; for 
these have been coeval with the institution of every 
religion; and such self-imposed observances as fasts and 
vows are too common, in all religions, to admit of their 
mention im a religious work being considered as a valid 
argument against its antiquity. Such description and 
mention, therefore, are, in themselves, no proof of the 
19* 
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period when the Puráhas were composed; and Pro- 
fessor Wilson has not proved (nor can he, I am con- 
vinced, prove,) that the deity to whose honour a fes- 
tival is ascribed in the Puráńas, or in whose propitia- 
tion a fast or vow is directed to be performed, was 
not worshipped prior to the eighth or ninth century, 
or that the preceding mode of worship has been since 
altered. But, until either of these assumptions is 
proved, it must be evident that the mention of the fest- 
ival, the fast, or the vow, in any of the Puranas in no 
manner proves, or even renders it probable, that that 
Purana did not exist prior to the Christian era, in pre- 
cisely the same state as that in which it is now extant. 

ĮI adinit, however, that doubts may be reasonably 
entertained with respect to the antiquity of some of 
the legends relating to temples and places of pilgrim- 
age, which are contained in the Puranas; for the mis- 
cellaneous nature, the want of arrangement, and the 
humility of style of the Purdtias would easily admit 
of an account of a particular temple or place of pil- 
erimage being interpolated, without the interpolation 
being hable to detection from the context.* It is, there- 
fore, possible that, when those works are further ex- 
amined, such interpolations may be discovered in them; 
but, were it, for instance, even proved that the legend 
of Jagannátha m the Brahma Purana was an mter- 
polation, this would be no proof that that Purana was 
written for the promotion of the worship of Jagan- 
nátha: for it would be much more reasonable to sup- 
pose that the Brahmans of that temple had availed 


* Contrast what is said in p. 311, note 1, infra. 
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themselves of the original Purdna, to introduce into it, 
and to cireulate under the sacredness of its name, the 
legend which they had composed in honour of their 
vod. When, therefore, a passage occurs in any Purana, 
which has a modern appearance, it should not, at once, 
be concluded that the Puráńa is a modern composition; 
but 1t should first be ascertained whether the passage 
is really modern, and, if so, whether it may not be an 
interpolation which does not necessarily affect the an- 
tiquity of the Puráńa itself.’ Nothing, however, is so 
difficult as to decide satisfactorily on the existence of 
a supposed interpolation in any work; and, with respect 
to the Puranas, this difficulty, from the reasons just 
mentioned, and from our almost entire ignorance of 
the history of India during the centuries immediately 
preceding and following the Christian era, becomes so 
insuperable as clearly to evince how completely er- 


! In forming, however, an opinion of the genuineness and 
entireness of the Puranas, as now extant, it should be recollected 
that these works are written in Sanskrit, and that the Brahmans 
have always been, alone, acquainted with that language. * The Pu- 
ranas, therefore, cireulated amongst the Brahmans only; and it, 
consequently, seems in the highest degree improbable that the 
Brahmans of all India would admit into their copies of these 
sacred books interpolations which were merely intended to serve 
some local purpose. It is, at least, certain that the manuscripts 
of the Puranas which are, at this day, spread over India, from 
Cashmere to the extremity of the southern peninsula, and from 
Jagaunatha to Dwaraka, contain precisely the same works; and 
it is, therefore, most probable that the Puranas have always been 
preserved in precisely the same state as that in which they were 
first committed to writing. 


Never, in all probability, has this been the case. 


* 
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roneous it must be to conclude, from their internal 
evidence, that “the Purdnas are works of evidently 
different ages, and have been compiled under ditlerent 
circumstances.” * 

But it is impossible to ascertain, from this Preface, 
Professor Wilson's precise opinion with respect to 
what a work ought to be, in order to entitle it to the 
character of a Purdna; for, in speaking of the Linga, 
he remarks: “Data for conjecturing the era of this work 
are defective. But it is more of a ritual than a Purana; 
and the Pauránik chapters which it has inserted, in 
order to keep up something of its character, have been, 
evidently, borrowed for the purpose.” + In considering, 
however, the age and the scope and tendency of the 
Puránas, Professor Wilson has entirely overlooked the 
sacred character which has immemorially been ascribed 
to those works; and yet he could not intend to deny 
so indisputable a fact; in which case it must be evident 
that the more a Purana is occupied in “narrating le- 
gends, and enjoming rites, and reciting prayers,’ > the 
more it maintains its proper character. Professor Wil- 
son, on the contrary, is of opimon that the religious 
instruction which is contained in the present Puranas 
is a decisive proof that they have undergone some 
material alteration, and that they are not the same 
works which were current in the century prior to 
Christianity. He admits, at the same time, the ac- 
curacy of this description of the Puranas, as they are:! 
The principal object of the Puráhas is the moral and 


! In my work on Ancient and Hindu Mythology, p. 150. 


* Vol. I, Preface, p. XVI. + ibid., p. LXIX. 
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religious instruction which is ineuleated in them, and 
to which all the legends that they contain are rendered 
subservient. In fact, the description of the earth and 
of the planetary system, and the lists of royal races, 
that occur in them are, evidently, extraneous, and not 
essential, circumstances; as they are omitted in some 
Puranas, and very concisely discussed in others; while, 
on the contrary, in all the Puranas, some or other of 
the leading principles, rites, and observances of the 
Hindu religion are fully dwelt upon, and illustrated, 
either by suitable legends, or by prescribing the cere- 
monies to be practised, and the prayers and invoca- 
tions to be employed, in the worship of different 
deities. It will, 1 think, be adinitted that these are 
precisely the topics which ought to occupy a sacred 
book intended for the religious instruction of the Hin- 
dus; and that, consequently, so far from its being sup- 
posed that the present Puranas have undergone some 
material alteration in consequence of these topics being 
their principal subject, this very circuinstance should 
be considered as a conclusive arguinent in support of 
their genuineness and antiquity. As, also, the religious 
instruction contamed in the Puranas is perfectly uni- 
form, and entirely consistent with the principles of 
the Hindu religion, and as it, consequently, betrays not 
the slightest indication of novelty or sectarianisin, it 
must be most consistent with probability to conclude 
that the eighteen Puranas, as now extant, are ancient 
compositions, and not, as Professor Wilson supposes, 
an *intermixture of unauthorized and comparatively 
modern ingredients” with “ancient materials.” * 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. XCIX. 
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I have, thus, examined the arguments adduced, by 
Professor Wilson, to prove that the books now extant 
under the name of Puranas are not the origmal eight- 
een Puranas which have been immemorially held to 
form part of the sacred hterature of the Hindus, but 
works which have been eompiled, within the last eight 
hundred years, from ancient and modern materials, 
and written in subservience to sectarial imposture. 
The remarks, however, contamed in this and my former 
letter will, perhaps, evince that those arguments are 
much too meonsistent and inconclusive to render the 
antiquity and genuineness of the present Puranas m 
the least questionable. The admission, indeed, that the 
original Puráńas were extant in the century prior to 
the Christian era, is, alone, sufficient to invalidate all 
suppositions of their bemg, now, no longer in exist- 
ence; and, unless, therefore, the time and manner of 
their becoming extinct are proved, it must be evident 
that inferences resting merely on their internal evi- 
dence cannot be received as any proof that the original 
Puranas have not been preserved until the present 
day. For all reasoning founded on the internal evi- 
dence which the Puranas may afford on any point can 
be of no avail; as there are, I believe, scarcely any per- 
sons competent to decide upon its correctness; and 
the different conelusions which Professor Wilson and 
myself have drawn from this internal evidence must 
show that the impression received from it depends en- 
tirely on the disposition of mind and the spirit of re- 
search with which the Puranas are perused. I read 
them with a mind perfectly free from all preconceived 
opinion, and with the sole object of making myself 
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acquainted with the mythology and religion of the 
Hindus; and I did not observe, in them, the slightest 
indication of their having been written in modern 
times, for sectarian purposes: but, on the contrary. their 
perusal irresistibly led me to conclude that they must 
have been written at some remote period. Even Pro- 
fessor Wilson has not been able to resist this impres- 
sion of their antiquity; for he declares that it is “as 
idle as it is irrational, to dispute the antiquity or authen- 
ticity of the greater portion of the contents of * the 
Puranas.” + Why, therefore, he should have endeav- 
oured—particularly, in his account of each of the Pu- 
ranas,— to demonstrate that those works are modern 
compilations, and that, in consequence, “they are no 
longer authorities for Hindu belief, as a whole,” but 
“special guides for separate and, sometimes, conflicting 
branches of it,”? I pretend not to conjecture. 

But it is very evident that Professor Wilson exain- 
ined the Puranas with a preconceived opinion of their 
being modern compilations, and of their containing an 
account of the sects which have originated in India in 
modern times;* for it is only from the influence of 
such a preconceived opinion that can have proceeded 


1 I cannot avoid observing, with reference to Professor Wil- 
son's account of the manner in which his analyses of the Pu- 
ranas are made, contained in No. IX. of the Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, p. 61,§ that it appears to me that no series of 
indices, abstracts, and translations of particular parts of the Pu- 
ranas will ever enable any person either to form, himself, or to 


* 'The words *the contents of" were omitted by the Colonel. 

+ Vol. I, Preface, p. XCIX. 1 bid. pe Ve 

S Or Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. IIL, p. 2. Also see 
Vol. III. of the present Work, p. 225, last foot-note. 
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the contradictory and fallacious reasoning, with respeet 
to the age and the scope and tendeney of the Puránas, 
which is contained in the Preface to his Translation 
of the Vishiinw Purana. Because that reasoning rests 
entirely on two assumptions, neither of which is proved 
nor can be proved: the one, that a genuine Purana 
should treat of profane subjects only; and the other, 
that the works now extant under the name of Puranas 
were written in modern times, for sectarian purposes. 
Thus, in the account of each of the Puranas, it is pro- 
nounced that the main object of the Brahma is the 
promotion of the worship of Jagannatha (Krishna), and 
that there ts little, in it, which corresponds with the de- 
finition of a Purána; that the different portions of the 
Padma “are, m all probability, as many different works, 
neither of which approaches to the original definition 
of a Purana; that the Linga “is more a ritual than a 
Purána;" that the Brahma Vaivarta “has not the slight- 
est title to be regarded as a Puráńa;” that the date of 
the Kurma “cannot be very remote, for it is, avowedly, 


conmunicate to others, “a correct notion of the substance and 
character of those works." The Purana must not only be read 
from beginning to end, but examined over again inore than once, 
before any person can be qualified to pronounce a decided judg- 
ment upon its age, scope, or tendency. The most ample index 
of 1ts contents will never suggest or supply those reflections which 
necessarily arise during its perusal, and which, alone, can pro- 
duce a correct opinion with respect to the connexion which the 
different parts of the Purana bear to each other, and with respect 
to the principal or accessory objects of its composition. A more 
attentive consideration of the context, for instance, would, per- 
haps, have prevented Professor Wilson from quoting the line of 
the Awrma Purdna, on which I have remarked in this letter. 
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posterior to the establishment of the Tántrika, the Sakta, 
and the Jaina sects;”* and so with respect to the other 
Puranas. It will not, however, be denied that nothing 
but the most attentive and repeated actual perusal of 
the whole of each and all of the Puranas would war- 
rant such positive and unqualified assertions, and that 
nothing but satisfactory proof of such perusal would 
entitle them to the least credit; and vet Professor Wil- 
son lias stated that the Puráńas comprehend a quantity 
of lines which any European scholar could scarcely 
expect to peruse with care and attention, unless his 
whole time were devoted, exclusively, for very many 
years, to the task.’ Professor Wilson, therefore, is not, 
according to his own admission, qualified to decide 
ex cathedrd on the age, or the scope and tendency, of 
the Puranas. His reasoning, also, in support of the 
opinions which he had expressed on these points is 
singularly illogical; for he, first, assumes that a genuine 
Purana ought to treat of such and such topics only, 
and then—as not one of the present Puránas conforms 
to the definition? assumed,—he at once concludes that 
those works are modern compilations. But, as the de- 
finition fails in eighteen instances, it must appear most 


1 


Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, No. LX.p. ofr 

? Professor Wilson, also, has not translated this definition liter- 
ally from the Sanskrit; and he, thus, argues, not on it, but on 
the meaning which he has, himself, thought proper to give to the 
definition. Literally translated, it can mean nothing more than 
"creation, i repeated creation, races or families, manwantaras, $ and 


* VoLL, Preface, pp. XXVIIL, XXXII, UNIX, LXVIL, and LXXIX. 
Vide supra, p. 297, note S. 
See the Colonel's remark on sarya, in p. 259, supra. 


qn 
* 
+ 
$ This is transliteration, not translation. 
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probable that it was never intended to be understood 
in the very restricted sense which Professor Wilson 
applies to it; and, in my former letter, I have shown 
that two of the topics, at least, comprise much more 
than what he has included under them. The non-con- 
formity, however, of the contents of the present Pu- 
ranas to this assumed definition—the precise extent and 
meaning of which are not ascertained,—is, in fact, the 
only argument which is adduced, by Professor Wilson, 
to prove that the works now bearing the name of Pu- 
ráńas are not the original Puranas, and the only ground 
on which he pronounces that this or that one of those 
works does not correspond with the definition of a 
genuine Purana. But the mere statement of such an 
argument is, surely, quite sufficient to expose its total 
invalidity. The other assumption is not only equally 
groundless, but it is even disproved by Professor Wil- 
son himself; for he has rested his argument, in support 
of it, entirely on Krishna being, as the juvenile Krishna, 
the peculiar object of worship of a sect of known 
modern origin; aud yet he is obliged to admit that 


what accompanies races.” To found, therefore, an argument 
against the genuineness and antiquity of the Puranas, as now 
extant, on such a definition, is, surely, a most singular and futile 


inode of reasoning. * 


Preface, p. VIL, note 1; also, Vol. I., p. 67, and p. 71, note; and supra, 
pp. 169 and 244. Professor Wilson's expansions, to be found in Vol. I, 
Preface, p. VIL, are fully authorized. Colebrooke, in his edition of the 
Amara-kosa, p. 33, following the authority of scholiasts, defines a Pu- 
rina to be “theogony, comprising past and future events, under five 
heads: the creation; the destruction and renovation of worlds; genealogy 
of gods and heroes; the reigns of Manus; and the transactions of their 
descendants." 
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Krishna is not represented in that character in three 
of the Purdnas in which his life is related at length. 
The only proof, also, of the Tantrika doctrines being 
mculcated in the Puranas, which is adduced, is a single 
obscure line of the Kurma Purána.” But. were that 
the case, there could have been no difficulty m quoting 
numerous Tántrika passage from some one or other 
of the Puránas; and, as, therefore, Professor Wilson 
has not supported his opinion by producing such pas- 
sages, it may be justly concluded that not one of the 
Puráńas in any manner advocates “a Tántrika modi- 
fication of the Hindu religion.” + 

The more, therefore, that I consider the remarks 
eontamed in the Preface to his Translation of the 
Vishnu Purdna, the more am I at a loss to understand 
how Professor Wilson could express such contradictory 
opinions. For he maintains, for instance, *that Brah- 
mans unknown to fame have remodelled some of the 
Hindu scriptures, and, especially, the Puranas, cannot 
reasonably be contested;" i but he equally contends 
that thé internal evidence of the Puránas furnishes 
decisive proof “of the anterior existence of ancient 
materials; and it is, therefore, as idle as it is irrational, 
to dispute the antiquity or authenticity of the greater 
portion of the contents of the Puranas.” § On the con- 
trary, it would, surely, be irrational to admit either, 
after Professor Wilson has proved—as he supposes, 
that the works now bearing the name of Purdnas are 
“an intermixture of unauthorized and comparatively 

* See Vol. I., Preface, pp. LXXIX., LXXX. 


+ lbid, pp. XXI, XXII. + Ibid., pp. XCVIEL, XCIX. 
$ Ibid., p. XCIX. 
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modern ingredients,’* and that not one of those works 
conforms to the definition of a genuine Purana. It 
becomes, therefore, requisite either to deny the anti- 
quity and authenticity of the present Puranas, or to 
contest the assumption that the Brahmans have re- 
modelled their sacred books,—a supposition so totally 
improbable, that nothing but the most clear and in- 
controvertible proof could render it at all credible. 
Until, consequently, Professor Wilson produces such 
proof, it must appear most rational and reasonable to 
conclude that the Brahmans have never remodelled 
their sacred books (as no motive for their doing so can 
be conceived), and that the Puránas now extant, hav- 
ing been preserved in the same manner as other San- 
skrit manuscripts of the same period, are, in all essential 
respects, precisely the same works which were current 
in India in the century prior to the Christian era. 

Bombay, 29th Sept., 1840. 
Vans KENNEDY. 


SIR: Notwithstanding my two former letters, there 
are still one or two points on which I would wish to 
offer a few remarks, in order to complete my obser- 
vations on Professor Wilson's objections to the genu- 
ineness and antiquity of the Puranas, as now extant. 
For it will, I think, be admitted that this question is 
Wises mne sen EUS pede manner in the Pre- 


eve XI MN p. XCIX. Only WT jon makes no 
such assertion. His words are quoted correctly in p. 295, ad calcem, 
supra. 
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face to his Translation of the Vishńúu Purana: as that 
Preface contains merely the conclusions which Profes- 
sor Wilson has drawn from certain circumstances that 
are represented solely according to the view which he 
has taken of them; and, thus, the reader is not afforded 
the means of judging whether this view is correct, or 
otherwise. But an inquirer into the real character of 
the mythology and religion of the Hindus would, no 
doubt, wish to know the grounds on which Professor 
Wilson states: “It is not possible to conjecture when 
this more simple and primitive form of adoration fof 
the Vedas,} was succeeded by the worship of images 
and types, representing Brahma, Vishnu, Siva, and 
other imaginary beings, constituting a mythological 
pantheon of most ample extent; or when Ráma and 
Kfishha, who appear to have been, originally, real and 
historical characters, were elevated to the dignity of 
divinities."* In that Preface, however,—and in all, | 
believe, that Professor Wilson has yet published re- 
speeting thePuránas,—the most questionable assertions 
are made in the most positive manner; but they re- 
main unsupported by either argument or authority ; 
and, consequently, not even the deference which is 
justly due to Professor Wilson, as an accomplished 
Sanskrit scholar, should preclude an examination of 
his opinions, or the rejection of such as are inconsistent. 
in themselves, or contrary to probability and evidence. 

It is particularly remarkable that, in that Preface, 
Professor Wilson has passed over a material fact,—the 
sacred character of the Purdnas,—without a due con- 
sideration of which it is impossible to form a correct 

* VolodgeRretacep pal. 
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judgment with respect to their age, and their scope 
and tendency. But it is undeniable that certain works 
named Puranas have immemorially been held, by the 

Hindus, to be sacred books of divine origin, and, there- 
fore, entitled to the greatest veneration. Even at the 
present day, those works are regarded with the same 
reverence, and are, in consequence, considered to be 
incommunieable to Sádras, women, and barbarians:* 
and, on this account, a Brahman in my employment 
declined to read the Puránas with me; while another 
Brahman, though he conversed with me on the sub- 
jects treated of m those works, and even gave me 
hints where to find particular passages, would not open 
the Puráńa in which they were contained, in my 
presence, and show me the passages.¢ In judging, 
therefore, whether the Puráńas now extant have been 
preserved, to the present day, in precisely the same 
state as that in which they were first committed to 
writing, the sacred character of those books should, 
most assuredly, be taken into consideration, and not 
passed over as of no consequence; for this circum- 
stance, alone, renders it, in the highest degree, improb- 
able that the Brahmans would allow the Purdnas to 
be lost, and utterly incredible that they would sup- 
press any one of those sacred books, and substitute, in 
its place, another work of the same name. On this m- 
credible supposition, however, Professor Wilson’s opin- 
ion, that the present Puranas are modern compilations, 
entirely rests. But he has not attempted to explain 
the manner m which the Tagg ng of the aug Pu- 


"OAM grosser error than this was never m m paper. 
t Colonel Kennedy's Bráhmans must have been very peculiar. 
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ranas by new works was effected; and, consequently, 
his positive and unqualified statement, that the date 
of the earliest of the present Puránas is not prior to 
the ninth century, is a mere gratuitous assertion, which 
is not only contrary to probability, but which is even 
left unsupported by any proof whatever. But every 
principle of reasoning requires that, before the con- 
clusion is drawn, the premisses of the argument should 
be, first, established; and, as, therefore, Professor Wilson 
has neither proved nor rendered probable the premisses 
from which he draws the startling and questionable 
conclusion, that the present Puranas have no title to 
be regarded as genuine Puránas, it must be evident 
that his opinion on this point must be considered to 
be totally groundless. 

Another point essential to the proper discussion of 
this question is, the ascertaining what it is that should 
be held to constitute a genuine Purana; although it 
might be supposed that no difference of opinion could 
exist respecting it: for, the Puranas being sacred books, 
their contents should, of course, relate, principally, to 
the rites, ceremonies, offerings, prayers, and invocations 
with which the deities inentioned in them are to be wor- 
shipped, and to the legends and doctrines of the Hindu 
religion. Professor Wilson, on the contrary, has stated 
that “The earliest inquiries into the religion, chronol- 
ogy, and history of the Hindus ascertained that there ex- 
isted a body of writings especially devoted to those sub- 
jects... These were the Puranas of Sanskrit literature." * 


! In the Analysis of the Brahma Purana, contained in No. IX, 


* Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. IIL, p. 1. 
V: 20 
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But this statement is altogether erroneous; for not a 
single Purana contains chronology and history, in the 
meaning usually given to these terms; and, in the de- 
scription of a Puraha, given in that Analysis, are 
omitted that essential part of all the Puráńas which 
treats of the mythology and religion of the Hindus, 
and that part which has induced Professor Wilson to 
pronounce that the Linga is more of a ritual than a 
Purana. In his examination, therefore, of the Puranas, 
he has, avowedly, overlooked topics the due consider- 
ation of which is indispensable for the forming a cor- 
reet opinion of their age, object, and tendency. But 
this will be best rendered evident. by a few remarks on 
his Analysis of the Brahma Purdna, contamed m 
No. IX. of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. 
In my last letter I was unavoidably led to observe 
that Professor Wilson had, evidently, examined the Pu- 
‘anas under the influence of preconceived opinion; and 
this Analysis completely confirms that remark: for, at its 
very commencement, he states that “the first verses of 
the Brahma Purana” .... “sufficiently declare its sec- 
tarial bias, and indicate it to be a Vaishiava work."* But, 
in his “Sketch of the Religious Sects of the Hindus”, t 


of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. In this? it 1s also 
said that a genuine Purana “should treat of the creation and 
renovation § of the universe, the division of time, the institutes 
of law and religion, the genealogies of the patriarchal families, 
and the dynasties of kings." But no other topics than these 
are mentioned. 


* Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. HL, p. 8, 9. 
Y Ibid., Vol. I, pp. 3 and 30. + Ibid, Vol MI, p. 1: 
§ General Kennedy omitted the words “and renovation”. 
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Professor Wilson admits that the preferential wor- 
ship of Vishnu is perfectly orthodox; and, in the 
Preface to his Translation of the Vishnu Purana, he 
states that one-third only of the Brahma Purana is 
dedicated to Vishtiu’s incarnation as Jagannatha.* Con- 
sequently, it is evident that this Purana is neither sec- 
tarian nor exclusively dedicated to the legend of Ja- 
gannátha. But this erroneous impression has, evi- 
dently, led him to affirm. as erroneously, (unless my 
copy of this Purana differs from his), that “the first 
chapter of the Purana describes the creation, which it 
attributes to Narayana or Vishnu, as one with Brahma 
or Iswara.” For the only verse to which he can refer 
will bear no other meaning than this: “Comprehend, 
O reverend Munis, Brahma, of boundless splendour, 
the creator of all beings, Náráyana, the all-pervading."! 
But this error is of material importance; because, in 
this Purána, Brahmá is represented as the Supreme 
Being; and, had it, therefore, been composed after the 
general worship of Brahmá had entirely ceased,—as it 
did in remote times,—and the preeminence (as at this 
day,) of either Vishnu or Siva had been established, 
it seems altogether improbable that such a distinction 
would have been ascribed to Brahma by any writer. 
The representing, consequently, Brahma as the Sn- 
preme Being, in four of the Puránas,—the Brahma, 


‘a gured JAAT AITA fat tss | 
QUEN AATHATAT ATTTAT WRTTUT, tl 
It is quite clear that Ndardyanam is here placed in apposition 
with Brahmanam, and that it is, therefore, an epithet of Brahma, 
and not of Vishnu. 


* Not so. See Vol. L, Preface, p. XXVII, note. l. 


20 * 
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Vayu, Kurma, and Brahmanda,—was a circumstance 
which, certainly, deserved particular attention; because 
it corresponds with the character in which Brahma is 
represented in several of the Upanishads and in the 
Institutes of Manu. When, therefore, a circumstance 
so indicatory of the antiquity of the Puránas is passed 
over by Professor Wilson, it must be evident that his 
conjectures respecting the dates when those works, as 
now extant, were compiled, are not entitled to the 
slightest consideration. 

Professor Wilson also attaches no unportance to 
the long account of the Sun and his worship, which is 
contained in the Brahma Purana; although this, un- 
doubtedly, indicates that it cannot be a modern com- 
position. And a similar description of the worship of 
the Sun, contained in the Linga Purdna, is not even 
noticed by him, notwithstanding that it contains the 
Gayatri and, apparently, other verses of the Vedas. 
But it seems unquestionable that, if the Sun was ever 
an object of popular worship in remote antiquity, this 
worship had assumed a mysterious character at the 
time that the Vedas received their present form, and 
had become restricted to the Brahmans; for Mr. Ward 
has correctly observed that “the Brahmans consider 
Surya as one of the greatest of the gods; because, in 
glory, he resembles the one Brahma, who is called te- 
jomaya, or ‘the glorious’. In the Vedas, also, this god 
is much noticed. The celebrated invocation called the 
Gayatri, and many of the forms of meditation, prayer, 
and praise, used in the daily ceremonies of the Brah- 
mans, are addressed to him.”* The descriptions, there. 

t Ward's View of the Hindus, Vol. I., p. 50 
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fore, of a worship so ancient and so celebrated in the 
Vedas, contained in at least two of the Puranas,’ should 
not, surely, have been overlooked by Professor Wilson, 
when deciding upon the period when the present Pu- 
ránas were compiled; for these descriptions clearly 
prove that those works must be ancient, and not mod- 
ern, compositions. 

In the same manner, Professor Wilson takes no 
notice of the identification, in the Brahma Purana, 
of Brahma, Vishnu, Siva, and Sürya with the Supreme 
Being; but, on the contrary, he contends that its main 
object is the promotion of the worship of Jagannátha. 
This conclusion, however, is directly contradicted by 
the contents of that Purana; because it appears, from 
them, that the legend of Jagannatha occupies one-third 
only of the work, and that, in it, preeminence is not 
attributed exclusively to Vishnu. It is, hence, evident 
that the view taken by Professor Wilson of the object 
and tendency of the Puranas cannot possibly be cor- 
rect; since he, thus, discovers a sectarial bias in a Pu- 
rana which so clearly illustrates that predominant 
principle of the Hindu religion which inculcates that 
the preferential worship of particular deities 1s equally 
meritorious; for it is, in fact, the worship of the Su- 
preme Being under those forms. But Professor Wil- 
son is not content with pronouncing that the Brahma 
Purana is a Vaishnava work; for he, at the same 
time, states that it “is referred to the Sákta class, in 


! This worship is also mentioned in the Garuda Purdzüa; but 
I do not immediately recollect whether it is mentioned in any 
other of the Puranas. 
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which the worship of Sakti, the personified female prin- 
ciple, is more particularly inculeated.”* It is not for 
me to explam how any composition can be both a 
Vaishnava and a Tantrika work; but the assumption 
that there is a class of Puranas denominated Sdkta is 
totally unfounded. ‘The division of the Puranas into 
three classes is mentioned in the Padma Purana alone; 
and all that is said, in it, is, that such and such Puranas 
—naming them,—are included in the Sáttw?ka, Rajasa, 
or Tamasa class.* Nothing, therefore, contained in the 
Padma Purana in the least authorizes the remark just 
quoted; and in not one of the Puranas is Devi ever 
represented under the same character as the Sakti of 
the Tantrika sect. It, hence, unquestionably appears 
that Professor Wilson has completely mistaken the 
object and tendency of the very Purana which he pro- 
fesses to have carefully analysed; and it must, there- 
fore, follow that indices and abstracts of the Puranas 
will never enable any person to form, himself, or to 
communicate to others, *a correct notion of the sub- 
stance and character of these works." T 

Professor Wilson, however, hesitates not to pro- 
nounce that “It is, nevertheless, obvious that such a 
Brahma Purana as has been here described cannot have 
any pretension to be considered as an ancient work, 
as the earliest of the Puranas, or even as a Purana at 


! This division, also, is entirely fanciful; for there is nothing 
contained in any one of the Puránas which at all justifies it; as 
the subjects treated of in those works are of precisely a similar 
nature, and, in all of them, the same tenets and doctrines are in- 
culeated. 


* Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. II., p. 9. Ț Ibid., p. 6. 
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all.” * He, thus, first gives a completely erroneous ac- 
count of the real nature of the contents of this Purana, 
and then concludes that it is not even a Purana at all! 
The question, also, recurs: What is a Purana? Pro- 
fessor Wilson contends that it is a work which “should 
treat” only “of the creation and renovation of the uni- 
verse, the division of time, the institutes of law and 
religion, the genealogies of the patriarchal families, and 
the dynasties of kings:” but the Sanskrit authority to 
which he refers, and which occurs at the commence- 
ment of several of the Puranas, says, merely, “creation, 
repeated creation, families, manwantaras, and what 
accompanies families.”+ From such a definition as 
this it is obvious that no opinion can be formed with 
respect to the subjects which should, alone, be treated 
of in a Purdna; and yet Professor Wilson's objections 
to the genuineness of the Puranas, as now extant, rests 
principally on their non-conformity to this unintel- 
ligible definition. For this appears to be the only 
reason that has led him to pronounce that the brahma 
is not even a Purana at all; because “the greater por- 
tion of the work belongs to the class of Máhátimyas,'— 


! There is no class of Mahatmyas; but passages, bearing that 
name, the authenticity of which cannot be contested,—as, for in- 
stance, the Devi Mahdtmya? in the Markandeya Purdna,— have 
been extracted from the Puranas, and circulated as distinct works; 
and there seems to be no doubt that, in later times, works have 
been written in imitation of the authentic Mahatmyas; but their 


* Professor Wilson’s collected Works, Vol. HI., pp. 16, 17. 
+ Vide supra, p. 299, note 2, and p. 300, note e 
* It would be curious to know why the Colonel excepted it. 
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legendary and local descriptions of the greatness or 
holiness of particular temples, or individual divini- 
ties.”* But, as usual, he does not explain why the de- 
scription of a particular temple, or an individual di- 
vinity, should be considered as incompatible with the 
ancient and original composition of the Puráńa in 
whieh it is contained. He merely assumes that the 
temple of Kanárka, mentioned in this Purana, is the 
same as the Black Pagoda, built A.D. 1241, and that 
the temple of Jagannátha of the Purana is the same 
as that whieh was built in A.D. 1198; and hence con- 
cludes that the Brahma Puráha was written in the 
course of the thirteenth or fourteenth century.¢ But 
he adduces neither argument nor proof in support of 
this assumption; although, in order to warrant it, it 
was indispensable to prove that no temple of Kanárka 
or Jagannátha ever existed in the same situations un- 
til the present temples were erected. For it may be 
equally assumed that the temples mentioned in this 
Purana were built, and had attained celebrity, several 
centuries prior to the Christian era: and in what man- 
ner is this assumption to be disproved? The history 
of India during the centuries immediately preceding 
and following the Christian era is almost unknown; and 
consequently, there are, now, no means available for 
determining the dates when the temples were erected, 
when the places of pilgrimage acquired holiness, when 


spuriousness can always be detected by their not being to be 
found in the Puranas} to which they are ascribed. 


š Broren i Wilson's ‘collected Works, "Vol. III; p. Av oou Ims: 
$ And the Mdhatmyas therein found are, in all likelihood, later than 
their contexts. 
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the kings and distinguished personages lived,* or when 
the events occurred which are mentioned in the Pu- 
ranas. To all these works this remark of Professor 
Wilson applies: “The Vishnu Puraia has kept very 
clear of particulars from which an approximation to 
its date may be conjectured.” + For, as far as I have ob- 
served, not one of the Puranas contains a single cir- 
cumstance from which it would be possible to deter- 
mine even the period when it may have been com- 
posed. The mere supposition, therefore, that the 
temples mentioned in the Brahma Purdna are the 
same as those built in A.D. 1198 and 1241 cannot be 
admitted as a sufficient ground for deciding that that 
Purana is of modern date; for there is nothing im- 
probable in concluding that other temples of the same 
names, and in the same situations, may have existed 
long before those erected in modern times were in 
existence. 

The only reason, also, that can have led Professor 
Wilson to suppose that descriptions of temples and 
places of pilgrimage should not be contained in the 
Puranas, is the above-mentioned definition; as it, cer- 
tainly, does not include such a topic. But it is highly 
probable that pilgrimages to sacred places, and the 
visiting of temples, was practised, in remote times, by 
the Hindus, as they are practised by them at the 
present day; and no subject, therefore, could be more 
adapted to such a sacred book as a Purana, than de- 


* Inscriptions have brought us acquainted with not a few facts tending 
to fix the age of later Pauranik celebrities. And, inscriptions apart, 
could Colonel Kennedy doubt our knowing the age of Chandragupta? 

+ Vol. I., Preface, p. OXI. 


314 VISHNU PURANA. 


scriptions of those celebrated places and temples a 
pilgrimage to which was deemed to be a pious and 
meritorious act.” The legends, also, relating to temples 
and places of pilgrimage, which occur in the Puranas, 
are of precisely the same kind as those which have 
found a place in all religions, and cannot, consequently, 
be considered, in themselves, to be any proof against 
the antiquity of the Puráńa in which they are con- 
tained. Many of those places of pilgrimage are not 
frequented at the present day, and some of them can- 
not, now, be even ascertained; which circumstances 
must render it highly probable that they are of a re- 
mote period, and that they would not have been men- 
tioned in a particular Puráńa, had they not been held 
in reverence at the time when it was composed. I ad- 
mit that this is an unsatisfactory mode of arguing; but, 
in this instance, to supposition supposition can alone 
be opposed; for, as I have just observed, the mternal 
evidence of the Puránas affords no means of deter- 
mining the date of any circumstance mentioned in 
them. 

In his Analysis, therefore, of the Brahma Purana, 
Professor Wilson has, evidently, not only omitted cir- 
cumstances which are essential to the forming a cor- 
rect judgment of its object and tendency, but he has, 
also, under the obvious influence of preconceived 
opinion, found, in it, that which it does not contain, 
and attached an undue importance to an unintelligible 
definition, and to one-third only of the work, without 
taking the other two-thirds into his consideration. 


* Temples and pilgrimages were not Hindu institutions “in remote 
times.” 
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But nothing can more clearly evince the disposition 
of mind, and the attention with which Professor Wilson 
has examined the Puráńas, than this elaborate passage, 
contained in p. LIX. of the Preface to his Translation 
of the Vishnu Purdnia: “A considerable portion [of 
the Agni Purdna] is then appropriated to instructions 
for the performance of religious ceremonies, many of 
which belong to the Tantrika ritual, and are, appa- 
rently, transcribed from the principal authorities of 
that system. Some belong to mystical forms of Saiva 
worship, httle known in Hindusthan, though, perhaps, 
still practised in the south. One of these is the Diksha, 
or initiation of a novice; by which, with numerous 
ceremonies and invocations, in which the mysterious 
monosyllables of the Tantras are constantly repeated, 
the disciple is transformed into a living personation 
of Siva, and receives, in that capacity, the homage of 
his Guru.'" For, throughout this passage, some one 
or other of the names of Vishnu continually occurs; and 
it is evident, therefore, that the passage relates to 
Vishnu, and not to Siva. In regard, also to the dikshd, 
these verses, contained in the 27th Chapter, will be 
sufficient to prove that this initiation 1s in the name 
of Vishnu, and not of Siva: “Having propitiated Fire, 
sacrifice to Vishnu; and, then, having called the nov- 
ices, initiate them standing near"? This dikshd is 


! Nothing contained in the passage of the Agni Purdna here 
referred to in any manner authorizes the words which I have 
placed in italics. Mysterious monosyllables, also, are perfectly 
orthodox; for they occur in the Upanishads. 
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also mentioned in the Garuda Purana, in which it is 
equally said that the initiation is in the name of Han 
or Vishnu: and not one of the prayers and invocations 
contained in those two passages is taken from the 
Tantrika ritual. It is, indeed, surprising that, after 
having written the accurate account! of the Sákta sect, 
contained in his “Sketch of the Religious Sects of the 
Hindus,” Professor Wilson should state that the Ga- 
ruda Purdna contains prayers from the Tantrika 
ritual, addressed to the Sun, Siva, and Vishnu; for he 
must be well aware that the Tántrika sect do not wor- 
ship either Vishnu or the Sun. As, however, Professor 
Wilson has, in that Sketch, confined himself principally 
to the description of its distinguishing characteristics, 
—the kwmnári-püjá, or worship of the virgin,—I add 
these remarks of Mr. Ward, in order to evince how 
totally impossible it must be to find such doctrines in 
the Puranas: “The Tantras either set aside all these 
ceremonies [of the Vedas], or prescribe them in other 


! I, of course, except this passage: “The adoration of Pra- 
kfiti or Sakti is, to a certain extent, authorized by the Pu- 
ranas, particularly the Brahma Vaivarta, the Skanda, and the 
Kálika:"* the erroneousness of which I have, perhaps, demon- 
strated in these letters. I am, indeed, strongly inclined to sus- 
pect that Professor Wilson's employment of indices and abstracts 
for the examination of the Puránas has often led him to con- 
clude that the term Sakti, which occurs so frequently in those 
works, denoted Devi in her character of Sakti, as worshipped by 
the Sáktas. But, in the Puranas, this term means power and 
energy in general; and, when it does not, it invariably denotes 
the energy of the Supreme Being, or Máyá, or the impersonified 
energies of the three principal gods. 


i Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. [s pp. 247, 248. 
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forms." The Tántrika prayers, even for the same 
ceremony, differ from those of the Veda; and, in certain 
cases, they dispense with all ceremonies; assuring men 
that it is sufficient for a person to receive the initiatory 
incantation from his religious guide, to repeat the 
name of his guardian deity, and to serve his teacher. 
They actually forbid the person called pitinabhishikta 
to follow the rules of the Veda."! 

In that Preface,* also, Professor Wilson observes: 
“Colonel Vans Kennedy, however » objects to the appli- 
cation of the term Sákta to this is; division of the Pu- 
ráńas [the /tíjasa]; the worship of Sakti beme the 
especial object of a different class of works, the Tan- 
tras; and no such form of worship being particularly 
inculcated in the Brahma Purana. This last argument 
is of weight in regard to the particular instance speci- 
fied; and the designation of Sakti may not be correctly 
applicable to the whole class, although it is to some 
of the series: for there is no compatibility in the ad- 
vocacy of a Tantrika modification of the Hindu religion 
by any Purana.” Professor Wilson is, thus, obliged 
to adnnt that he had completely mistaken the tendency 
of a Purana which he had analysed; and yet he not 
only adheres to his opinion, that some of the Puranas 
belong to his imaginary Sákta class, but he has even 
advanced, in that Preface,t these extraordinary as- 
sertions: *The term Rájasa, implying the animation 
of passion, and puente of sensual imc is appli- 
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cable not only to the character of the youthful divinity 
[Krishna], but to those with whom his adoration in 
these forms seems to have originated,—the Gosains of 
Gokul and Bengal, the followers and descendants of 
Vallabha and Chaitanya, the priests and proprietors of 
Jagannath and Srínáthdwár, who lead a life of affluence 
and imdulgenee, and vindicate, both by precept and 
practice, the reasonableness of the Rajasa property, 
and the congruity of temporal enjoyment with the 
duties of religion.” All this, however, is not only to- 
tally erroneous, but it rests entirely on certain fanciful 
inferences which Professor Wilson has drawn from the 
meaning of the term /d@asa; which is, certainly, a most 
singular mode of reasoning. He is, here, also in direct, 
contradiction with himself; for, in one part of the para- 
graph from which this quotation 1s taken, he says that 
the Réjasa Puráńas “lean to the Sákta division of the 
Hindus, the worshippers of Sakti, or the female prin- 
ciple;” and, in conclusion, he speaks of persons vindi- 
cating “the reasonableness of the Rajasa property, and 
the congruity of temporal enjoyment with the duties 
of religion.” But Professor Wilson attempts not to ex- 
plain how it can be possible that the same class of Pu- 
ranas should inculcate the pecular worship of both 
Ktishia and Sakti; nor what the leading a life of af- 
fluence and indulgence has to do with worshipping the 
yoni of a naked virgin; nor what resemblance there 
can be between the scandalous and abominable orgies 
of the Sáktas, and the calm though sensual enjoyment 
of life by the votaries of Krishna, as above described. 
Nothing, indeed, can be more dissimilar than the wor- 
ship of the juvenile Krishńa and that of Sakti; and, 
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when, therefore, Professor Wilson is of opinion that, 
in some of the Puranas, both of these dissimilar wor- 
ships are peculiarly enjomed, it must be evident that 
he has as much mistaken the object and tendency of 
the Brahmanda, the Brahma Vaivarta, the Markan- 
deya, the Bhavishya, and Vamana Purdias, as he ad- 
mits he was mistaken in placing the Brahma Purana 
in the Sákta class. I have also remarked, above, that 
this division of the Puranas into three classes is men- 
tioned in the Padma Purdna alone; and that this Pu- 
rána does not explain the reason why a particular Pu- 
rana is assigned to a particular class. But, admitting 
this classification, it appears clearly, from it, that the 
Puráńas relating to Siva are placed in the Támasa 
class; and, consequently, as Tántrika works are dedi- 
cated to Siva and Devi, if the Rájasa class of Puráńas 
inculcate Tantrika doctrines,—as Professor Wilson sup- 
poses,—they ought, according to the principle of classi- 
fication in the Padma Purana, to have been ineluded 
in the Tamasa, and not m the Rajasa, class. The 
writer, however, of that Puráńa has not so classed 
them; and, thus, all the reasoning which Professor 
Wilson has founded on the meaning of the term Ra- 
jasa is refuted by the very authority that he has ad- 
duced in support of it. 

It is, at the same time, obvious that all the arguments 
adduced by Professor Wilson against the genuine- 
ness of the Puranas, as now extant, presuppose that. 
descriptions of rites and ceremonies, mjunctions for 
the preferential worship of particular deities, legends, 
tenets and doctrines, and moral and religious instruc- 
tion should not find a place m a genuine Puráńa; for 
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he takes no notice of those parts of the present Purá- 
has which relate to these subjects, and, thus, rejects at 
least two-thirds of the whole of the eighteen Puranas 
now extant, as being spurious and modern. But it is 
evident that it is only from a due consideration of 
these subjects, and a careful comparison of what is said, 
respecting them, in one Purana, with what is said in 
the other Puranas, that a correct opinion can possibly 
be formed with respect to whether those works exhibit 
one uniform religious system, or whether they indi- 
cate that heterodox doctrines have beeu introduced into 
them; for, if an undeniable uniformity exists—as I have 
no doubt it does,—in an aggregate of 1.600.000 lines, 
in the general description of rites, ceremonies, legends, 
and doctrines, no stronger internal evidence is, surely, 
requisite, to prove that the present Puranas cannot be, 
as Professor Wilson supposes, an intermixture of ancient 
and modern ingredients. Professor Wilson also avows 
that he has not read the Puranas, and that the notices 
which he has given of their contents must have been 
taken from indices and abstracts, the accuracy of which 
l have never questioned. ! But I am convinced that 


! In his Analysis of the Brahna Purdna, Professor Wilson 
has observed* that the manner in which he effected his examina- 
tion of the Puranas has been misconceived; aud he may, pos- 
sibly, refer to a letter which I addressed to you, and which ap- 
peared in the nuniber of your Journal of March, 1837. In that 
letter I remarked, in a note: “Was any precaution adopted in 
order to ascertain that all the chapters of each Purána, or even 
all the subjects treated of, in it, were actually ineluded in it? 


T Vol. L, Preface, p. XCIX. 
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such a manner of examining the Puranas will never 
enable any person to form any but an erroneous judg- 
ment of the real nature and genuineness of their con- 
tents. Had, for instance, Professor Wilson actually 
read even that division of the Brahma Vaivarta Pu- 
rana which is dedicated particularly, but not exclu- 
sively, to the life of Krishna, he would have found, in 
it, several conversations between Krishia and Radha, 
in which Krishüa relates, in the most orthodox man- 
ner, several legends and particulars of Hindu mytho- 
logy, and instructs Radha in the abstruse doctrines of 
Hindu theology; and, even in one of those conver- 
sations, is contained a long orthodox account. of Siva, 
Sati, and Parvati. The ritual, also, prescribed, in it, 
for the celebration of Krishnia’s annual festival, is per- 
fectly orthodox; for it directs that, in performing it, 
texts of the Sama Veda should be recited; besides 
which, three divisions of this Purana are dedicated to 
Brahma, Devi, and Ganesa; so that, in fact, there is 
not, perhaps, more than one-sixth of the whole work 
that is occupied with descriptions of Ktishna. Yet 
this is the work the character of which Professor 
Wilson pronounces to be, “in truth, so decidedly secta- 


For any omission of them would, obviously, prevent an accurate 
opinion being formed of its contents.” The indices and abstracts 
may be quite correct, as far as they go; but the question is, 
Are they full and complete? And, as it cannot be supposed 
that Professor Wilson has omitted, in his notices of the Puranas, 
those particulars, contained in them, which were contrary to his 
view of the subject, these letters will sufficiently show that no 
precaution was adopted to render those indices and abstraets full 
and complete, and that omissions of esseutial importanee have, 
in cousequence, taken place in them. 
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rial,” as to give it “not the slightest title to be regarded 
as a Purana. ~ 
J shall pursue the subject in a succeeding letter. 
Bombay, 30th October, 1840. 
Vans KENNEDY. 


Sir: I proceed—with reluctance, however,—to con- 
sider another of Professor Wilson's arguments, in which 
he infers that the present Puráńas must be modern 
compilations, because the Jainas are mentioned in 
them. But, in my last letter, f I have shown that, had 
Professor Wilson read the chapter of the Arma Pu- 
rána from which he has made a mutilated quotation, he 
would have observed, from the context, that the term 
Arhata, contained in it, could not possibly apply to 
Jina; and, in the passage which he quotes from the 
Bhágavata,t there is neither proof nor probability that 
Arhata means either Jina or the Jaina sect.§ It is, 
also, expressly said, in the Vishńu Purana, Vol. W., 
p. 209, the Buddhists “were called Arhatas, from the 
phrase he (Buddha,) || had employed, of ‘Ye are worthy 
(Arhatha) of this great doctrine.” It is singular, there- 


* Vol. L, Preface, pp. LXVI. and LXVII. 

+ The Colonel should have written “my last letter but one”. Vide 
supra, pp. 236, 287. 

* Vol. IL, p. 104, note 1. Arhat, a proper name, occurs there. 

§ Arhata, according to circumstances, may denote either a follower of 
Buddha or a follower of Jina. 

|| Vide infra, p. 348, text and note 1, for a lame apology for this 
interpolation. 
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fore, that Professor Wilson should assume, in direct 
opposition to the authority of the Purana which he 
has, himself, translated, that the term Ar hata, when it 
occurs, as a proper name, in the Puranas, should be 
considered to apply to Jina, and not to Buddha.* But 
it has been sufficiently proved that Buddha lived in 
the sixth century B. C.; and no argument, therefore, 
could be founded upon the mention of his name in the 
Puranas, to prove that not one of the works now 
extant under the name of Puráńas was written prior 
to the year 900 A. D.; and, on that account, Professor 
Wilson has—too evidently, for the support of his 
opmion,—transferred the term Arhata from Buddha (to 
whom, alone, it is applied, in the Puránas,) to Jina. 
Professor Wilson, therefore, has not yet proved that 
the Jainas are mentioned in the Puránas.T But the 
Buddhists are frequently mentioned in those works; 
and it is, therefore, a strange mode of reasoning, to 
infer that anything contained in the Puránas relates to 
Jina, when it may apply, with so much more proba- 
bility, to Vishnu's mcarnation, Buddha, from whom the 
Buddhists, according to the Puranas, originated. 

The preceding remarks, and those contained in my 
former letters, wil evinee that Professor Wilson's 
examination of the Puranas has been much too incom- 
plete, and that the conclusions which he has drawn 
from it are much too erroneous to authorize.him to 
state so positively: “That Brahmans unknown to fame 
have remodelled some of the Hindu scriptures, and, 
especially, the Puranas , cannot reasonably be con- 


* Vide infra, p. 362, n and note $ 
T This is quite a We See Vol. IV., p. 43, note 1. 
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tested,” * and that “It is possible’. . that there may 
have been an earlier class of Puranas, of which those 
we now have are but the partial and adulterated re- 
presentatives.” f This opinion nas been maintained by 
Lieut. Col. Wilford and Mr. Bentley, and, in some 
measure, countenanced by Mr. Colebrooke; but it still 
remains unsupported by any proof whatever. Professor 
Wilson argues thus: In the vocabulary of Amara Sinha, 
written 56 B.C., it is said that a Purána is “a treatise 
on five topics,” and, in several of the Puranas, it is, 
further, explained what these five topics are: but not 
one of the Puráüas now extant conforms to that defi- 
nition: therefore, the present Puránas cannot be the 
works which were current, under that name, in the 
time of Amara Snüha. This conclusion is, further, 
supported by his affirming only, but not proving, that 
the present Puránas inculcate the doctrines of sects of 
known modern origin, and that “circumstances are 
sometimes mentioned, or alluded to, [in the Puranas], 
or references to authorities are made, or legends are 
narrated, or places are particularized, of which the 
comparatively recent date is indisputable.” $ 

Such is the state of the question. On the first two 
of these points I have, perhaps, already said more than 
sufficient; and the only point, therefore, which re- 


! This “it is possible" is singular; for much of Professor 
Wilson's reasoning depends on the fact, that the original Puranas 
were current in the time of Amara Simha. 


* Vol. L, Preface, pp. XOVIIL., XCIX. 
void. p VI. 
tbid. pe At. 
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mains to be considered is, whether there is any in- 
ternal evidence, contained in the Puranas now extant, 
which proves that each and all of those works are 
modern compilations. I cannot place so much reliance 
on my own examination of the Puranas, as to affirm 
that there is not; but no passages containing such 
internal evidence have been yet produced; and, were 
even passages bearing a modern appearance produced, 
the dates of the circumstances mentioned in them 
could not be determined. For the Puranas contain no 
dates; and there exists not any biographical, to- 
pographical, chronological, or historical work which 
would afford the means of fixing the date when, in In- 
dia, a place of pilgrimage first acquired sacredness, 
when a temple was first erected, when a distinguished 
character lived, when a king reigned,* or when an 
ancient sect, philosophical or religious, was founded, 
or when it became extinct. All the circumstances and 
events mentioned in the Puranas, from which an in- 
ference with respect to their date might be drawn, are 
of precisely the same kind as the temples in Orissa, 
from the mention of which, in the Brahma Purana, 
Professor Wilson infers the modern date of that work; 
for it is not only necessary to prove that those temples 
were built in modern times, but it must be, further, 
proved that, previous to their erection, no temples 
ever existed, in India, of the same names, and in the 
same situations. In the quotation, also, from the 
Kurma Puráńa, contained in my second letter,+ is men- 
tioned a Vama Sdástra; and there is, at this day, a sect 


Vide supra, p. 313, note +. t Vide supra, pp. 286, 287. 
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named Váma Yamáchárim; but, as the Purana gives 
no description of the Vama S«stra, on what grounds 
can it be reasonably supposed that this 1s, actually, the 
same as the Tantras of the left-handed sect of the 
Sáktas? In all such cases, it is evident that coin- 
cidence merely in name is no proof that the name 
must necessarily apply to the modern temple or sect: 
and, consequently, its applicability must be proved, be- 
fore a mere name can be admitted as any proof that 
the Puranas are modern compilations. It is equally 
evident that, as the Puranas contain no dates, and as 
there are no books to refer to for an illustration of 
their contents, so far is the recent date of any partic- 
ular circumstance mentioned in them from being in- 
disputable, that, on the contrary, every adaptation of 
an occurrence or event, mentioned in the Puranas, to a 
date must depend solely and entirely on conjecture. 
No circumstances, therefore, are mentioned in the Pu- 
ranas, the precise or even approximate date of which 
can be indisputably fixed, or even fixed at all; and it 
must, hence, follow that those works do not contain 
any internal evidence which proves their recent com- 
position. * 

Professor Wilson's supposition, however, that the 
Puranas have been remodelled by the Brahmans, rests 
entirely on the further supposition, that circumstances 
are mentioned, in those works, of which the compara- 
tively recent date is indisputable. But I have examined 
in vain the remarks contained in the Preface to the 
Translation of the Vishńu Puráńa, in order to ascertain 


ig That “the pm are not E is dcus from their very San- 
skrit. How, too, as regards their prophetic parts? 
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what the precise opinion is which Professor Wilson 
means to express with respect to the genuineness and 
antiquity of the Puranas, as now extant. He maintains 
that the whole of the Bhagavata was written by Bo- 
padeva; that the compilation of the Vamana “may have 
amused the leisure of some Brahman of Benares”; that 
the Agni and Brahma Vaivarta have no claims to be 
regarded as Puranas; and that the Linga “is more a 
ritual than a Puráńa”:* and he, thus, gives approximate 
dates to nine of the Puranas, the dates of the other 
nine being nearer to, or remoter from, the earliest date 
mentioned: 
Markandeya... 9th or 10th century. 


ORG ae ae 9th or 10th =, 
LOS. . a we llth or 12th $ 
adma fae 12th — 16th M 
Varáhü ...... 12th 3 
Bhágavata .... 12th 3 
DBR OSIWE - arc 13th or 14th " 
VGA OW. oo c 14th or 15th , 
JN UD T ss 16th or Ivtha = 


But, although Professor Wilson thus expressly ascribes 
the original composition of two of the Puranas to two 
individuals, and seems to intimate that several of the 
other Puranas were composed in the same manner, he 


1 Professor Wilson remarks that the different portions of this 
Purana “are, in all probability, as many different works”; and the 
above dates, therefore, apply to different portions of the whole 
work. 


To dh pl, Loc LX LXVI LXIX, 
+ Jbid., pp. LYNI, LXX., CXL, XXXIV., LXXL, LI., XXIX., LXXVI. 
LIII. 
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yet seems to suppose that the groundwork of the pre- 
sent Puránas was the eighteen ancient Puranas; for he 
speaks of “the strong internal evidence, which all of 
them afford, of the intermixture of unauthorized and 
comparatively modern ingredients.”* He even re- 
marks that *the identity of the legends in many of 
them [the Puranas], and, still more, the identity of the 
words,—for, in several of them, long passages are, lite- 
rally, the same,f—is a sufficient proof that..... 
they must be copied either from some other similar 
work, or from a common and prior original.”? To argue 
against such inconsistencies and contradictions is quite 
out of the question; but it is evident that, if the com- 
position and compilation of the present Puranas by 
eighteen different persons occupied eight centuries, 
those works could noi also have been remodelled by 
the Brahmans, for sectarian purposes; and that, if 
their groundwork was the ancient Puranas, not one of 
them could be the original composition of a modern 
writer; and that, if such was not their groundwork, it 
is utterly incredible that eightcen different persons, 
living at long intervals of time from each other, and 
while the Muhammadans were extending their domin- 
ions over the greatest part of India, should produce 
eighteen works in which the legends are identical, and 
long passages are, literally, the same. The supposition, 
also, that an aggregate of 1.600.000 lines, spread over 
an extent of a million of square miles, should have 
been remodelled, whether by the Brahmans or any 


~* Vol. L, Preface, p. XCIX. 
+ This is, I believe, greatly an overstatement. It is a rare thing, at 
least in my experience, to find even a single couplet precisely the same 
in any two Puranas. See Vol. I., p. 57, note +. + Vol I., Preface, p. VI. 
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other persons, on one uniform plan, seems to be an 
absolute impossibility; and the motive assigned for 
such remodelling,—sectarial imposture,—is at once dis- 
proved by the simple facts, that not one of the Pu- 
ránas inenleates sectarian doctrines, and that the ez- 
clusive worshippers of Vishtu, or of Siva, or of any 
other deity, have always formed, in India, but a small 
portion of the whole population. 

There is, however, a difficulty which embarrasses 
the decision of this question; for, not only in several 
of the Puranas are the names of all the eighteen speci- 
fied, but, in most of them, the narrator is requested to 
repeat the Puráńa about to be related, expressly by 
name. Professor Wilson, therefore, correctly remarks 
that “the identity of the legends in many of them [the 
Puranas], and, still more, the identity of the words,—for, 
in several of them, long passages are, literally, the same, 
—is a sufficient proof that, in all such cases, they must be 
copied either from some other similar work, or from 
a common and prior original." The internal evidence, 
however, of the Puranas fully proves that they have 
not been copied from each other; and this identity, 
therefore, must have been derived from one common 
original. But there is nothing improbable in supposing 
that, previous to the Puránas being committed to 
writing in their present state, four or five centuries 
prior to the Christian era, numerous legends and tra- 
ditions relating to the modes of worship and the doc- 
trines of the Hindu religion had, in remote times, been 
formed, preserved, and transmitted by oral communi- 
cation only.' When, therefore, eighteen different per- 


! Such is the manner in which instruction is communicated 
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sons, in different parts of India, collected together 
those legends and traditions, and committed them to 
writing, the greatest similarity would, necessarily, exist 
in the eighteen works, and the same legend and traai- 
tion would often be selected for insertion, and, conse- 
quently, often expressed in the same, or nearly the same, 
words. The existence, therefore, of “a common and 
prior original”, so far from being an argument against 
the genuineness and antiquity of the present Puranas, 
should, on the contrary, be considered as a decisive 
proof that those works are, essentially, in the same 
state as that in which they were first committed to 
writing. Because, in their present state, each of the 
Purdnas is a collection of legends, traditions, and 
rituals, and not a work systematically written; and it 
must, hence, be evident that such collections could have 
been made only at a time when such traditionary lore 
was fresh in the memory of the Brahmans. The pre- 
sent state, therefore, of the Puránas now extant, in 
which the most important legends, and even the origin 
of the deities, are related in a discordant manner,— 
though not in such a manner as in the least affects the 
perfect homogeneity of the Hindu religion, — is, alone, 
a strong proof that those works have undergone no 


amongst the Brahmans, even at this day; and it is an immemo- 
rial tradition, that the Puranas were thus transmitted. In the 
Vishiu Purdna, for instance, Parásara thus replies to Maitreya: 
“Now truly all that was told me formerly by Vasishtha, and by 
the wise Pulastya”? . .. . “I will relate to you the whole, even 
all you have asked. ” * 


” Vol. Lp. ru 
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alteration. since they were first committed to writing: 
for, as those discordancies have been allowed to re- 
main, it is most probable that religious scruples have 
prevented the Brahmans from eus giving uni- 
formity to their religious system. 

But, to the supposition, that the present Puránas 
are modern compilations, written between the eighth 
and seventeenth centuries, the existence of “a common 
and prior or iginal" becomes an insuperable objection; 
for it is highly improbable that such legends and tra- 
ditions as are contained in the Puránas were then cur- 
rent; and, even admitting that they were, it is quite 
incredible that. in the disturbed state of India, and de- 
cay of Sanskrit learning, during that period, eighteen 
different persons should produce eighteen works i 
which not only the legends are identical, but long pas- 
sages literally the same. It may, however, be said 
that the eighteen ancient Puranas were then extant, 
or at least, that fragments of them were still pre- 
served. I shal! not here repeat what I have already 
said respecting the incredibility of the suppositions 
that the Brahmans have suppressed the ancient Purá- 
fas, and substituted, in their place, the works now 
bearing that name, or that the Brahmans of all India 
have received, in the place of the ancient Puranas, the 
acknowledged works of eighteen obscure individuals. 
On this point, also, it is impossible to ascertain what 
the opinion of Professor Wilson is: for, in one part of 
that Preface, he appears to admit, distinctly, that each 
of the ancient Puranas was extant until it was super- 
seded by the present Puráńa; but, in other parts, he 
has argued at length, to prove that the present Purá- 
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has cannot be the same works which were current in 
the time of Amara Sithha. Since, therefore, Professor 
Wilson has, thus, adopted ‘two contradictory supposi- 
tions, in order to account for what he supposes to be 
the spuriousness of the present Purdnas, it must be 
evident that he has completely failed in proving that 
the present Puránas are not genuine. But the levity 
and irreflection with which Professor Wilson has de- 
cided against the genuineness and antiquity of those 
works will be best judged of from these remarks: 
“No weight can be attached to the specification of the 
eighteen names: for they are, always, complete: each 
Purana enumerates all. Which is the last? Which had 
the opportunity of naming its seventeen predecessors, 
and adding itself? The argument proves too much. 
There can be little doubt that the list has been in- 
serted, upon the authority of tradition, either by some 
improving transcriber, or by the compiler of a work 
more recent than the eighteen genuine Puránas."!* 
Professor Wilson extends the compilation of the present 


! Professor Wilson observes that the objection to the modern 
composition of the Sri Bhagavata is rebutted by there being an- 
other Purana to which the name applies,—the Devi Bhadgavata. 
But all his remarks on this point are entirely misplaced and un- 
necessary; because the mere perusal] of the Devi Bhagavata + will 
at once show that it is, decidedly and avowedly, a Tantrika work: 
for, in the 26th chapter of the 3rd skandha, is contained a de- 
scription of the Kumdri-pujd, or worship of the virgin. I possess 
a copy of this work, in twelve skandhas, which appears to be 
complete. 

What, also, does Professor Wilson here mean by genuine Pu- 
ranas? He denies that the Puranas current in the time of Amara 


E + Ibid., p. Lace note +. 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. XLV. 


APPENDIX. 333 


Puranas over eight centuries; and, therefore, in order 
to get md of the objection to this supposition, which 
vesults from each Purana containing the names of all 
the eighteen, he thinks it quite sufficient to observe 
that this specification has been inserted by some im- 
proving transeriber, — he must mean, of course, after 
the last of the present Puranas was written, that is, 
after the seventeenth century. Thus, supposition is 
supported by supposition; and, thus, all Professor Wil- 
son's reasoning, to prove that the present Puránas are 
modern compilations, depends entirely on gratuitous 
assumptions and groundless assertions. 

Whether, however, complete works, bearing the same 
names, existed previous to the present Puranas being 
committed to writing, is a question which admits not 
of decision. That the names of all the eighteen Purá- 
nas were previously known seems unquestionable;* and 
it would, therefore, appear most probable that these 
names had belonged to works which had preceded the 
present Puranas. But the internal evidence of the pre- 
sent Puráhas proves that they are, rather, collections 
of legends, traditions, and rituals, than works syste- 
matieally written; for they are entirely deficient in 
arrangement, and the subjects treated of in them have 


Simha are now extant; but he has not attempted to explain how 
long it was that they continued current after that time, nor the 
time and manner in which they subsequently became extinct; and 
yet, in discussing a point relating to the present Puranas, he 
seems to speak of them as if they were the genuine Puranas. 
To elicit, therefore, either meaning or consistency out of sucl 
remarks is, evidently, quite impossible. 


IÍEL— -= x Se = SS 


* What proof is there of this assertion? 
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no further connexion with each other than that they 
all contribute to ineuleate and illustrate some of the 
tenets and doctrines of the Hindu rehgion. It is pos- 
sible, however, that more ancient Puráńas may have 
existed, which, from various circumstances during their 
transmission by oral communication only, were no 
longer in a complete state, when the present Puranas 
were committed to writing; and that such fragments 
of them as were at that time preserved have pese in- 
corporated in the present Puranas, to which, also, the 
names of the ancient works have been given. But the 
decision of this question 1s of no importance; because 
it is proved that works bearing the names of the Pu- 
ranas were current in India in the century prior to the 
Christian era;* and there is not the slightest reason 
for supposing that those works have not been pre- 
served until the present day, in the same manner as 
other Sanskrit manuscripts of the same period have 
been preserved. From the notices, also, which occur 
in Greek writers, it appears highly probable that the 
very same system of religion which is described im 
the Puranas prevailed in India at the time of Alexan- 
der’s invasion; and it may, therefore, be justly con- 
cluded that the Puránas had received their present 
form} four or five centuries prior to the Christian era. 
Even Professor Wilson remarks: *But the same in- 
ternal testimony furnishes proof, equally decisive, of 
the anterior existence of ancient materials; and it is, 
therefore, as idle as it is irrational, to dispute the an- 
tiquity or authenticity of the greater portion of the 
contents of the Puranas, in the face of abundant posi- 


* This has never been proved. T As to their predictions aud all? 
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tive and circumstantial evidence of the prevalence of 
the doctrines which they teach, the currency of the 
legends which they narrate, and the integrity of the 
institutions which they describe, at least three cen- 
turies before the Christian era.”* But it must be evi- 
dent that these remarks are totally irreconcileable with 
what Professor Wilson elsewhere observes: “At the 
same tine, they [the Purdnas,} may be acquitted of 
subservience to any but sectarial imposture. They 
were pious frauds for temporary purposes.” T 

It, henee, clearly appears that, in eontending for the 
modern compilation of the present Puranas, Professor 
Wilson was influenced by a preconceived opinion, the 
erroneousness of which he would not admit; but that, 
in thus forcibly maintaining the antiquity of the greater 
portion of the contents of those works, he was nre- 
sistibly compelled to yield to the convincing proof, 
which their internal evidence presents, of the genuine- 
ness and antiquity of the Purdnas, as now extant. 
I have, also, sufficiently shown, in these letters, that 
the present Puranas do neither ineuleate sectarian doe- 
trines nor indicate, in any manner, that they are an 
intermixture of ancient and modern ingredients; but 
that, on the contrary, they exhibit, throughout an ag- 
gregate of 1.600.000 lines, the utmost uniformity in 
the general deseription of legends, traditions, modes 
of worship, and doctrines.: lt must, consequently, be 
most reasonable to conclude that the Puranas now 
extant received their present form four or five cen- 
turies prior to the Christian era, and that, since then, 


- Vol. m Preface, p. XOIX, + Hbi, p. "SE 
$ One is at a loss to see where all this has been shown. 
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they have undergone no alteration whatever; rather 
than that they are works which, for the purpose of 
sectarial imposture, either have been remodelled by 
the Brahmans since the Christian era, or which have 
been written by eighteen obscure individuals, between 
the eighth and seventeenth centuries. 


Bombay, 30th October, 1840. 
: Vans KENNEDY. 


Sin: As the eighteen Purdnas are, undoubtedly, the 
only source from which a knowledge of the mythology 
and popular religion of the Hindus can be derived, it 
becomes of importance to determine whether those 
works are ancient compositions, or mere modern com- 
pilations; and I trust, in consequence, that you will 
have no objection to my offering a few further remarks 
on this subject, previous to closing its discussion. In 
my last letter, however, l observed that the Puranas 
contain no dates, and that there is no biographical, 
topographical, geographical, or historical work which 
would afford the means of fixing the date when, in 
India, a place of pilgrimage first acquired sacredness, 
when a temple was first erected, when a king or dis- 
tinguished personage lived,* or when a philosophical 
or religious sect was founded, or when it became 
extinct. It would, hence, seem that, as the date of the 
circumstances mentioned in the Puranas cannot be de- 
termined, the question whether they are ancient or 
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modern cannot be decided; as all opinions respecting 
the period when they may have been written must 
depend, prineipally, if not entirely, on conjecture. But 
the internal evidence of those works affords the strong- 
est proof that they cannot be modern compilations; 
for the legends, and descriptions of scenery, and of 
men and manners, contained in them, bear such an 
unquestionable impression of antiquity, and such a 
dissimilarity to all that is known of India since the era 
of Vikramaditya (B. C. 56), * that they irresistibly lead 
to the conclusion that the Puranas must have been 
written at some remote period. When, therefore, the 
Professor of Sanskrit in the University of Oxford 
published his opinion, that the works now bearing that 
name were compiled between the eighth and seven- 
teenth centuries, it might have been expected that he 
would have supported so startling a statement by the 
clearest and most conclusive arguments and authorities. 
But he has, on the contrary,—as I have, perhaps suffi- 
ciently shown,—formed that opinion from an imperfect 
examination of the Puránas, and maintained it solely 
by having recourse to gratuitous assumptious and 
groundless assertions. 

The whole, indeed, of the remarks contained in the 
Preface to the Translation of the Vishńu Puráńa ap- 
pear to have been written for the purpose of demon- 
strating that, *of the present popular forms of the 
Hindu religion, none assumed their actual state earlier 
than the time of Sankara Áchárya, the great Saiva 


* In p. 312, supra, Colonel Kennedy prononnees that “The history 
of India during the centuries immediately preceding and following the 
Christian era is almost unknown." Also see p. 293, supra. 
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reformer, who, flourished, m all hkelihood, in the eighth 
or ninth century. Of the Vaishńava teachers, Rámá- 
nuja dates in the twelfth century; Madhwacharya, in 
the thirteenth; and Vallabha, in the sixteenth; and the 
Puranas seem to have accompanied, or followed, their 
innovations; being obviously intended to advocate the 
doctrines they taught."* A still more erroneous 
opinion was published by Professor Wilson, twelve 
years before, in his “Sketch of the Religious Sects of 
the Hindus,” in which he has observed: “To the in- 
ternal incongruities of the system, which did not affect 
its integral existence, others were, in time, superadded, 
that threatened to dissolve or destroy the whole. Of 
this nature was the exclusive adoration of the old 
deities, or of new forms of them: and even, it may be 
presumed, the introduction of new divinities. In all 
these respects, the Puráńas and Tantras were especially 
instrumental; and they not only taught their followers 
to assert the unapproachable superiority of the gods 
they worshipped, but inspired them with feelings of 
animosity towards those who presumed to dispute 
that supremacy. In this conflict, the worship of 
Brahmá has disappeared, as well as, indeed, that of 
the whole pantheon, except Vishnu, Siva, and Sakti, 
or their modifications. With respect to the two former, 
in faet, the representatives have borne away the palm 
from the prototypes; and Krfishia, Rama, or the Linga, 
we almost the only forms under which Vishnu and 
Siva are now adored in most parts of + India.” In 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. XVI. 
+ Colonel Kennedy here omitted the very important words “most parts of". 
t Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. l., pp. 3—9. 
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this Sketch, however, Professor Wilson at the same 
time observes that “the worshippers of Vishnu, Siva, 
and Sakti, who are the objects of the following ae 
scription, are not to be confounded with the auditis 
adorers of those divinities.”* And yet he also states 
that the present state of the t Jah is of, com- 
paratively, very recent origin. + 

It would, hence, appear De Professor Wilson has 
formed his opinion of the Hindu religion from the 
exception, and not from the rule, and ae. he has given 
an importance to the sects that have originated amongst, 
upwards of a hundred and thirty millions of west 
to which they are not entitled. For it would, no doubt, 
be considered as a strange mode of judging of the 
established religion of eds were an opinion to be 
formed of it ne the sects which prevail there: but 
such seems to have been the manner in which Pro- 
fessor Wilson has contemplated the Hindu religion; 
and it is too evident that it is in support of this erro- 
neous view of the subject that he has aseribed to the 
Puráhas a modern origin, and contents which they do 
not contain. But I am certain that not a single Purana 
iueuleates the exclusive wor ship of a particular deity, 
and that not a passage which is genuine ean be found, 
in any Purdna,? which would i inspire the followers of 
— o sso o eet 

' This Sketch is contained in Vols. XVI. and XVII. of the 


Asiatic Researches. I refer, throughout this letter, to the part 
contained in Vol. XVI. 


»* 


Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. I., p. 30. T bid., p. 12. 
+ In p. 347, infra, Colonel Kennedy asserts, however, that “there are 
no means of distinguishing those parts of them [the Puráüas,] which 
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one deity with feelings of animosity towards those 
who presumed to dispute its supremacy.’ So far, in- 
deed, is this from being the case, that every sect—as Pro- 
fessor Wilson himself admits,—has found it necessary 
to compose works for the purpose of teaching and sup- 
porting its peculiar tenets; which circumstance, alone, 
is sufficient to prove that the Purdnas were not ad- 
apted for the promotion of such an object, and, conse- 
quently, that those works could not have been written 
in subservience to sectarial imposture, as Professor 
Wilson supposes. 

It is also undeniable that the great mass of the 
Hindus are Smartas, though all who are so do not 
adopt this name;? that is, they consider both Vishiu 


! In the Sketch referred to, Professor Wilson has quoted 
several Sanskrit authorities, which, if genuine, would disprove 
this statement: but he has specified neither the book nor the 
chapter of the Puránas from which they are said to be taken; 
and it would appear that he had not, himself, verified them. 
Not being able, therefore, to ascertain this point, I must con- 
sider* these quotations to be spurious; for they are at complete 
variance with numerons passages that occur in the Puránas, 
which expressly inculeate that Vishnu and Siva ought, both, to 
be worshipped. 

? The Brahmans of the Deccan, for instance, and of Gujerat, 
call themselves Saivas; but they are, in reality, Smartas, as they 
do not reject the worship of Vishiu, though they consider it of 
less importance than that of Siva. The same is the ease with 
many of the Brahmans in other parts of India, who call them- 
selves Vaishnavas, but consider Siva as entitled to adoration. 
This, however, is in striet conformity to the Puranas, in which 


are thought to be ancient aud genuine from those which are thought 
to be modern and spurious." 
* Most veuturesomely. 
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and Siva to be entitled to adoration, but some of them 
identify either Vishńu or Siva with the Supreme 
Being, —an opinion which is clearly inculeated in 
several of the Puráńas. But, though, in some of those 
works, Vishńu is represented to We in some degree, 
inferior to Siva, still the latter is frequently intro- 
duced, in the -M Puráńas, as enjoining the neces- 
sity of worshipping Vishún, and explaining the mys- 
terious nature of his incarnations; and, in the same 
manner, though, in the Vaishńava Puráńas, the su- 
premacy is ascribed to Vishnu, still the fullest justice 
is done to the divinity of Siva. The exclusive votary 
of Vishnu, on the contrary, refuses all adoration to 
Siva; and, in the same manner, the exclusive votary of 
Siva denies Vishiu to be a proper object of worship; 
and such votaries, therefore, of these deities are, with 
reference to the population, by no means numerous 
in India. It is equally unquestionable that the sub- 
stitution of the Linga for the image of Siva occasioned 
no alteration in the worship of that god; for, in the 
ritual prescribed for the worship of the Linga, as con- 
tained in the Linga Purana, it is said: “Having bathed 
in the prescribed manner, enter the place of worship; 
and, having performed three suppressions of the breath, 
meditate on that god (Siva,) who has three eyes, five 
heads, ten arms, and is of the colour of pure crystal, 
arrayed in costly garments, and adorned with all kinds 
of ornaments. Thus, having fixed in thy inind the real 
form of Maheswara, proceed to worship him with the 
proper hymns and prayers.” The Linga, therefore, is 


the terms Vaishnava and Saiva denote the preferential, but not 
the exclusive, worshipper of either Vishnu or Siva. 
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worshipped by all Saivas and Smártas; for it is, in fact, 
the only type under which Siva has been adored from 
remote times. The worship, also, of Rama is scarcely 
known in India;* and Professor Wilson is, certainly, m- 
correct in stating that the worship of Bala Gopala, 
the infant Ktishna, is very widely diffused amongst 
all ranks of Indian society; for the votaries of Kfishna 
are by no means numerous, and are to be found only 
in Bengal, and in some parts of Hindostan proper. 
Much of the reasoning, however, adduced in the 
Preface to the Translation of the Vishnu Purana, to 
prove the modern compilation of the Puranas, 1s 
founded on the supposition that the date of the Pu- 
ranas in which Krishna is mentioned—particularly the 
Brahma Vaivarta,—must be subsequent to the estab- 
lishment of the sect of “the worshippers of the juve- 
nile Krishna and Radha, a form of belief of known 
modern origin.” + But, in that Preface, Professor Wil- 
son gives it, as his opinion, that the Mahabharata “is, 
evidently, the great fountain from which most, if not 
all, of the Puranas have drawn;”? and, in the Sketch 
above referred to,§ he remarks: “The worship of 
Krishna, as one with Vishńu and the universe, dates, 


1 Mr. Ward remarks: “Six parts out of ten of the whole 
Hindu population of Bengal are supposed to be diseiples of this 
god. The far greater part of these, however, are of the lower 
orders; aud but few of them Brahmans.’ Vol. I., p. 200. 


* [f Colonel Kennedy’s information had been coextensive with any- 
thing approaching the whole of India, he wonld never have hazarded this 
remark. 

t Vol. L, Preface, p. LXVI. + Ibid, p. XCII. 

§ Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. L, p. 121. 
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evidently, from the Mahábhárata.” According to this 
statement, therefore, it is evident that, as the worship 
of Krishna dates from that poem, and as its composition 
preceded that of the Puranas, the date of none of those 
works ean m the least depend on the time when the 
sects of Vallabha and Chaitanya originated, — unless, 
indeed, Professor Wilson supposes that the MaA«bAa- 
rata was not written until after the year 1520, A. D. 
In that Sketch. also, Professor Wilson has observed: 
“The worship of Kiishna, as one with Vishnu and the 
universe, dates, evidently, from the Mahabharata; and 
his more juvenile forms [actions?] are brought pre- 
emmently to notice in the account of his infancy con- 
tained in the Bhágavata: but neither of these works 
discriminates him from Vishnu; nor do they recom- 
mend his infantine and adolescent state to particular 
veneration.” And, further: “In this deseription of 
creation, however, the deity [Krishna,] is still spoken 
of as a young man; and the Purana [the Brahma 
Vatvarta], therefore, affords only indirect. authority, 
in the marvels it narrates of his infancy, for the wor- 
ship of the child.”* These remarks are quite correct, 
as far as relates to the veneration of Kiishia: for I 
have shown, in my former letters, that in not one of 
the Puranas is the worship of Krishüa, either as a 
child or a young man, inculcated, or even indicated. 
It is, hence, evident that, although the accounts of 
Krishüa's boyhood, which are contained in several of 
the Puranas, may have suggested to Vallabha and 
Chaitanya the design of establishing the worship of 
Krishna, still those Puranas could not have been written 
* Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. Jis p. 121 and p. 124. 
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for the purpose of promoting a form of belief which is 
not even mentioned in them. 

Professor Wilson, at the same time, extends the pre- 
valence of this worship, by identifying the infant 
Kyishna with “the juvenile master of the universe, Ja- 
eannátha ";* and yet he fixes the date when the temple 
of Jagannátha was erected, in A. D. 1198, and that 
when Vallabha lived, in about A. D. 1520.: The wor- 
ship, therefore, of Jagannátha cannot be the same as 
that of Kitishna established by Vallabha; and, in fact, 
there is not the shghtest resemblance between them: 
because Jagannátha is worshipped as an incarnate 
form, or, rather, as a type, of Vishnu, by all Hindus; 
and, on the contrary, the worship of Krishna is not 
generally practised, and prevails only m particular 
parts of India. The legend, also, relating to Jagannatha 
has no further reference to Krishüa than the name; 
for it is said, in it, that the temple of Purushottama 
was erected by a king named Indradyumna, a fervent 
votary of Vishiu, who being much distressed for the 
want of a proper image to place in it, Vishnu appeared 
to hun, in a dream, and informed him that, the next 
morning, he would find, in the sea, a sacred tree from 
which the image was to be made. In the Brahma Pu- 
rana, itis, further, said that, when the king had, ac- 
cordingly, found the tree, and brought it on shore, 
Vishnu and Viswakarman (the artificer of the gods) ap- 
peared to him, and that Vishnu directed the latter to 
form from the tree the images of Krishha, his brother 
Balabhadra, and sister Subadhra, which command 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. XXII. + Vide supra, p. 312. " 
i Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. HI., p. 120. 
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Viswakarman immediately executed. Although, there- 
fore, the images worshipped at Jagannátha bear these 
names, the adoration is, in reality, addressed to Vishńu, 
as the lord of the universe; and, consequently, im the 
ritual prescribed for it, there is no mention whatever 
of “the infant Krishíia, Govinda, Bala Gopála, the so- 
journer in Vfindávana, the companion of the cowherds 
and milkmaids, the lover of Radha.” * 

Professor Wilson also seems not to have taken into 
consideration that the ten avatdrus of Vishnu are an 
essential part of the Hindu religion; as it appears to 
be sufficiently ascertained that they are alluded to in 
the Vedas,T and it is certain that the son of Devaki, 
or Krishüa, is mentioned in at least two of the Upa- 
nishads—the CAAándogya and Narayana. The venera- 
tion, therefore, of Krishna, as an incarnate form of 
Vishnu, which is all that is prescribed in the Puráńas, 
must be of as remote a date as the most ancient known 
state of the Hindu religion;? and the mention, conse- 
quently, of Krishia, in any of the Puránas, as an ava- 
tára of Vishnu, but not as a peculiar object of wor- 
ship,—in which character he is never described in those 
works, §—can afford no grounds for supposing that 
the present Puranas are modern and sectarian compi- 
lations. Before, therefore, Professor Wilson identified 
that veneration with the worship of Krishüa established 
by Vallabha and Chaitanya, and hence inferred the 


* Vol. L, Preface, p. XXII. 

+ The knowledge of this allusion seems to be the peculiar property 
of Colonel Kennedy. 

i That is to say, as old as the mantras of the Rigveda! 

§ For disproof of this assertion, see Book V of this Work, passim. 
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comparatively recent date of the Puranas, as now 
extant, he should have produced, from those works, 
some passages which either expressly or virtually in- 
euleate that worship; but he himself acknowledges, 
as I have before observed, that no such passages exist, 
and thus adinits that this objection to the genuineness 
and antiquity of the Puranas rests, solely and entirely, 
on inferences drawn from suppositions imagmed by 
himself, but which are supported by neither probability 
nor by any authority whatever. 

It is, hence, evident that, in presenting the sects 
which exist in India as a correct representation of the 
actual condition of the Hindu religion, and in main- 
taining that the present state of the Hindu faith “is of, 
comparatively, very recent origin," * Professor Wilson 
has taken a most erroneous view of the subject. For 
the great mass of the Hindus adhere to that religious 
system which has prevailed in India from the remotest 
times, and which, alone, is inculeated in the eighteen 
Puranas. Even Professor Wilson himself has observed 
that “the origin and development of thew doctrines, 
traditions, and institutions [of which that system is 
composed,] were not the work of a day; and the 
testimony that establishes their existence three cen- 
turies before Christianity carries it back to a much 
more remote antiquity, to an antiquity that 1s, proba- 
bly, not surpassed by any of the prevailing fictions, m- 
stitutions, or beliefs of the ancient world.” * As, how- 
ever, it is only from the Purdnas that a complete 
knowledge of those traditions and doctrines can be 


Professor Wilson's collected Works, Vol. ip. Lz. 
T Vol. I, Preface, p. XCIX. 
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derived, it is obvious that there are either no grounds 
for aseribing to them a remote antiquity, or that it 
must be admitted that the Puranas are ancient com- 
positions, and not modern compilations written by 
eighteen obscure individuals between the eighth and 
seventeenth centuries: because there are no other 
works with which the legends, and descriptions of 
scenery, men, and manners, and of rites, ceremonies, 
and modes of worship, contained in the Puranas, might 
be compared, in order to ascertain whether they are 
of ancient or of modern date. And the supposing, 
consequently, with Professor Wilson, that the Puránas 
are an intermixture of ancient and modern ingredients, 
can be of no avail; for there are no means of dis- 
tinguishing those parts of them which are thought to 
be ancient and genuine from those which are thought 
to be modern and spurious. But the internal evidence 
of the Puranas proves that those works did not ac- 
company, or follow, the innovations introduced into 
the Hindu religion. by Sankara Acharya, Ramanuja, 
Madhwacharya, and Vallabha; and that they are not 
intended to advocate the doctrines taught by those 
sectaries. For not one of their sects is mentioned, or 
alluded to, in the Puranas, in which works the only 
deities who are represented to be objects of worship 
are Vishńu, Siva, Devi, Ganega, and Stirya; and the 
worshippers of these deities are, indisputably, held to 
be the five orthodox divisious of the Hindus. Professor 
Wilson's supposition, therefore, that the Puránas were 
written in subservience to sectarial imposture, being, 
thus, disproved, it follows that the whole of his rea- 
soning, to prove their modern date, founded on their 
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“exhibiting a sectarial fervour and exclusiveness,” * 
is totally futile and fallacious. 

The Puranas, consequently, do not contain—as Pro- 
fessor Wilson states,—the doctrines of sects of known 
modern origin; as, besides the sects just referred to, 
he only particularizes, in the Preface to the Translation 
of the Vishnu Purdia, the Sáktas and Jainas as being 
mentioned in the Puranas. But, in my former letters, 
] have sufficiently shown that the tenets and practices 
of the Sáktas are so completely at variance with every 
principle of the Hindu religion, that it 1s impossible 
that they could be noticed in books which the Hindus 
hold to be sacred. I also pointed out, in my last letter, + 
that the term Arhata did not—as Professor Wilson as- 
sumed,—indieate either Jina or the Jainas; but I stated, 
erroneously, that it applied, in the passage which I 
quoted, to Buddha.'t On subsequently comparing, how- 
ever, the eighteenth chapter of Book III. of the Transla- 
tion of the Vishiu Purdia with the original, I found that 
the one did not agree with the other; for the terms 
“Bauddhas” and *Jainas", which are introduced into the 
Translation and the notes to it, do not occur in the origt- 


! This mistake was occasioned by my trusting to the Transla- 
tion, in which it is said: ‘These Daityas were induced, by the 
arch-deceiver, to deviate from their religious duties (and become 
Bauddhas).” 


* Voll, Preface ve 

+ Vide supra, pp. 322, 323. 

t The whole truth is, that the Colonel not only criticized Professor 
Wilson’s rendering without reference to the original, but that he inter- 
polated it without acknowledgement, in foisting in the word “Buddha”, 
so distinguished, typographically, that it seems to be quoted. The ex- 
cuse offered in note 1, above, is very feeble. 
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nal. Itis, therefore, singular that Professor Wilson 
should have made such a translation as this: “The de- 
lusions of the false teacher pansed not with the conver- 
sion of the Daityas to the Jaina and Dauddha heresies;”* 
and that he should have remarked, in a note: “We have, 
therefore, the Bauddhas noticed as a distinct sect:” 
because the original is, simply: “O Maitreya, after 
Mayamoha, the great deceiver, had deluded the Daityas 
by various heretical doctrines, they relinquished the 
excellent faith inculeated by the Veda and Smriti.”? 
It even appears, from the whole of this legend, that it 
does not apply to Vishnu’s appearance as Buddha, but 
to some other ocenrrenee, which is not mentioned in 
any other Purana than the Veshnwu;t for it thus com- 
mences, according to the translation:: “There was, 
formerly, a battle between the gods and demons, for 
the period of a divine year, in which the gods were 
defeated by the demons under the command of Hrada.” 
But the only dissemination of heretical doctrines, 
through the instrumentality of Vishnu, which is men- 
tioned in any other Purána, is that in the city of the 
Tripura Asuras and that in Kasi; to neither of which 
this legend applies; as it is said, in it, that Máyámolia, 
the name of the illusory being emitted from Vishnu’s 
peu E proceeded (to ear n beheld ie Daityas, 


' Fag aaqua qeungfed UT UI 
aaraa enata afi | 
quara EATATS ararats faama ] 


* Vol. TIT., p. 211. Colonel RW quotes only a moe of the 
sentence corresponding to his own translation given just below. 

+ For refutation of this, vide infra, p. 378, note +. 

$ Vol. IIE, p. 201. 
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engaged in ascetic penances, upon the banks of the 
Narmada river.”* Professor Wilson, therefore, has 
given to this chapter an interpretation not authorized 
by the original, in which nothing occurs which indi- 
cates that the composer of this Puráńa intended to 
deseribe either Buddha or Jina, under this illusory 
form, or to adopt, or allude to, their doctrines, in the 
words spoken by it. T 

I have adverted to this remarkable deviation from 
the faithful manner in which translations should always 
be made,? because the purport of this legend clearly 
shows that the terms “Jainas” and “Bauddhas” cannot 
be coutained in any manuscript of the Veshie Purána. 
But Professor Wilson may have supposed that the 
term Arhata denoted the Jainas, and may have under- 
stood, from the words budhyadhwam and budhyate,§ 
that they applied to the Buddhists; and to this there 
could be no objection, had he expressed his opinion 
in a note, and not introduced into the text, the title 
of the chapter, and the index, the term *Jainas" and 
*Bauddhas". As, also, the illusory form addressed 


Eovobsit o 201. 

+ On the contrary, it is beyond doubt that both Jina and Buddha, by 
implieation, are represented as forms of Mayamoha. First, in the Vishitu- 
purdia, we have mention of the establishment of the Arhatas by this 
“Deluder by illusion", who then metamorphoses himself, and establishes 
a sect by which the Bauddha is, unmistakeably, intended. The Arhatas 
must be either Jainas or Bauddhas; and the Chapter referred to shows 
that they were, unquestionably, the former. But I have anticipated Pro- 
fessor Wilson's Reply. 

+ The Colonel, practically, was scarcely so austerely punctilious as 
his principles. Vide supra, p. 348, note $. 

$ On the gross error here accepted, vide infra, p. 362, note T, and 


+ 


p. 377, note 4. 
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only the same Daityas,* it is evident that he could not 
have induced them to adopt the doctrines of both Jina 
and Buddha; and Professor Wilson, therefore, should 
have selected either the one or the other as being the 
false teacher here intended. But it is undeniable that 
Jina or the Jainas are not mentioned, in the Puránas, 
under these names;+ and there is no reason, as I have 
before shown, for supposing that they ave denoted by 
the term Arhata;t as no conclusion ean be justly drawn 
from an isolated word which oceurs in the Puránas, 
unaccompanied by any explanation of its intent and 
meaning. It will, hence, appear that this legend cannot 
apply to the Jainas: nor ean it apply to Buddha; tor 
he, according to the Vaishnava Puráńas, was not an 
illusory form emitted from the body of Vishnu, but an 
actual incarnation of Vishnu, $ born in Kíkata.' When, 
therefore, Professor Wilson has so misunderstood aud 
misinterpreted a passage in a Puráńa which he has 
himself translated, it must be evident that no relianee 
ean be placed on the correctness of the opinions which 
he expresses with respect to the age, and the scope 
and tendency, of the eighteen Puráńas. He has, how- 
ever, intimated that he intends laying before the Royal 
Asiatic Society analyses of all the Puranas, similar to 
the one of the Brahma Puráńa, published in No. IX. 
of the Journal of that Society. But it is obvious that 


* Not those already perverted, but “others of the same family". See 
Vol. IIF, p. 210. 

+ For Pauranik mention of the Jina-dharma, or “religion of Jina”, see 
Vol. IV., p. 43, note 1. 

+ Who are tlie Árhatas, then? 

$ Bat why assume that the Puratas may not contradict each other? 

|| Vide supra, p. 178, notes 1 and q. 
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such mere details of the contents of each Purana can 
afford no information respecting the variety of subjects 
treated of in those works; and it is certain that, if 
these details are accompanied with such comments as 
have been already published by Professor Wilson, the 
analyses will convey the most erroneous notions of 
what is actually contained in the Puranas. For Pro- 
fessor Wilson supposes that the Puránas exhibit “ 
sectarial fervour and exelusiveness"; that they con- 
tain the doctrines, or allusions to the doctrines, of 
philosophical and religious sects of known modern 
origin: and that, in them, circumstances are mentioned, 
or alluded to, or legends are narrated, or places are 
partieularized, of which the comparatively recent date 
is indisputable. But no one of these suppositions— as 
I have evinced, in the course of these letters,—rests on 
any grounds whatever; and nothing contained in the 
Puránas in any manner justifies Professor Wilson's 
opinion, that those works are pious frauds, written for 
temporary purposes, and in subservience to sectarial 
imposture. As, however, he not only entertains such 
an opinion, but even supposes that the Puranas were 
compiled by eighteen obscure individuals, between the 
eighth and seventeenth centuries, it will be evident 
that no analyses whieh Professor Wilson may give of 
those works will convey a correct, complete, and im- 
partial account of the traditions, doctrines, and inodes 
of worship which are described in the eighteen Pu- 


a 


ráńas. 

In the remarks, therefore, contained in these letters, 
my object has been to evince that Professor Wilson 
has taken a most erroneous view of the remote and 
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actual state of the Hindu religion, and that his precon- 
ceived opinions on this subject have led him to assign 
a modern origin to the Puranas, and to support this 
statement by ascribing to them sectarian doctrines 
which they, certainly, do not contain; and that all his 
reasoning to prove the modern compilation of those 
works is futile, contradictory, unfounded, or improb- 
able. In this I have, perhaps, succeeded; for, as Pro- 
fessor Wilson has not quoted any passages from the 
Puranas, in which sectarial fervour and exclusiveness 
are exhibited," and in which circumstances of compara- 
tively recent date are mentioned, f it may be concluded 
that he knew of no such passages; as their production 
would, at once, have proved the point which he wished 
to establish. This negative argument acquires the 
greater force from Professor Wilson having stated that 
he has collected a voluminous series of indices, ab- 
stracts, and translations of all the Puranas; and, conse- 
quently, if any passages occur, in them, which incul- 
cate the exclusive worship of Vishiu or Siva, or the 
worship of Rama, Krishüa, or Sakti, or which mention 
the Jainas, or any modern sect, or any comparatively 
recent event, he could have had no difficulty in pro- 
dueing such passages, in support of his statements; 
and their non-production, therefore, must be considered 
as strong proof of their nou-existence. The supposition, 
however, that the Puranas were written in subservience 
to sectarial imposture, was judiciously selected, by Pro- 
fessor Wilson, as his principal argument in proof of 


* Vide supra, p. 340, notes 1 and ». 


+ Professor Wilson does refer to the prophetic parts of the Puranas. 
See Vol. Ll. Preface, pp. XVI. and XVII. — 1 Vide supra, p. 323, note t. 
V. 23 
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their modern compilation; for the internal evidence 
of the genuineness and antiquity of those works de- 
pends entirely on their exhibiting a faithful representa- 
tion of the Hindu religion as it existed in remote times, 
But Professor Wilson has not yet proved that the Pu- 
ranas contain sectarian doctrines; and I am convinced 
that, when the Puránas are more fully examined, and 
the Vedas more completely known, it will be ascer- 
tained that the rites, ceremonies, and doctrines of the 
Hindu religion, described in the Purdnas, are, essentially, 
the same ax those described in the Vedas, and that no 
essential difference exists between the ritual of the 
Vedas and the modes of worship prescribed in the Pu- 
ráńas, except the adoration of images; and I ean affirm, 
from actual perusal, that the theological parts of the 
Purdnas conform, in every respect, to the doctrines 
which are contained in the principal Upanishads; and 
these, it is admitted, are portions of the Vedas.” 

With regard, however, to the legends which occur 
in the Purdnas, I may be allowed to avail myself of 
the following remarks which I have made 1n another 
work: “Z observe, however (Mr. Colebrooke remarks), 
in many places [of the Vedas], the groundwork of le- 
gends which are familiar in mythological poems: such, 
for example, as the demon Vritra, slain by Indra, who 
is, thence, named Vritrahan; but I do not remark any- 
thing that corresponds with the favourite legends of 
those sects which worship either the 2 or Sakti, 


* The multiplied errors of this passage it must be unnecessary, at 
this day, to point out. The writers of the Puranas paid little intelligent 
heed to the Vedas, of which, for the rest, the Upanishads cannot, with 
any propriety, be considered as portions. 
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or else Rama or Krishna. I except some detached por- 
tions the genuineness of which appears doubtful; as 
will be shown towards the close of this Essay? * But, 
instead of considering the allusions to popular mytho- 
logy which occur in the Vedas as being the ground- 
work of subsequent legends, would it not be more con- 
sonant with reason and probability to conclude that 
these allusions actually referred to well-known legends? 
For, otherwise, it will be evident that they must have 
been altogether unintelligible,—expressed, as they were, 
with so much brevity, and, in fact, merely mentioned 
in that cursory manner which is usual in adverting to 
circumstances perfectly notorious. In which case, it 
would also appear most likely that the legends had 
been previously collected, and rendered accessible to 
every one by being recorded in those very works which 
are still extant under the name of Puranas; for it is 
quite impossible to discover, in the Puranas, a single 
circumstance which has the remotest semblance to the 
deification of heroes, a notion totally unknown to the 
Hindus.” t l 

It, hence, appears that there is an intimate corre- 
spondence between the legends, rites, ceremonies, and 
doctrines described in the Vedas and Puráńas; and 
even Professor Wilson admits that there is “abundant 
positive and circumstantial evidence of the prevalence 


' Researches into the Nature and Affinity of Ancient and 
Hindu Mythology, p. 188. 


* Colebrooke’s Miscellaneous [555ays, Vol. I, p. 28, note *. Colebrooke 
does not italicize this passage. 

Here, again, Colonel Kennedy has come to a conclusion widely 
different from that ordinarily entertained. 


DOR 
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of the doetrines which they [the Puránas,] teach, the 
curreney of the legends whieh they narrate, and the 
integrity of the institutions which they describe, at 
least three centuries before the Christian era;"* and 
that “the testimony that establishes their existence. 
three centuries before Christianity carries it back to 
a much more remote antiquity.” p But it is evident 
that such a correspondence with the Vedas, and with 
the ancient state of the Hindu religion, could not exist 
in the Puranas, unless they were written at a period 
when the traditions, the ritual, and the doctrines of the 
Vedas still constituted the prevailing form of the Hindu 
religion; and it is, therefore, utterly improbable that 
(as Professor Wilson supposes,) the Puranas, as now 
extant, could have been compiled between the eighth 
and seventeenth centuries, when the Muhammadans 
were extending their dominion over the greatest part of 
India, and when the Hindu rehgion had lost much of 
its origmal purity. His reasoning, consequently, is 
altogether ineffectual to prove that the Puranas are 
modern compilations; for it is not supported by either 
probability or proof, or by the internal evidence of 
those works; and it, thus, entirely fails in demonstrat- 
ing that the Puráńas were written or remodelled for 
the purpose of promoting the innovations introduced 
into the Hindu religion by Sankara Acharya, Rámá- 
nuja, Madhwácharya, and Vallabha, and of advocating 
the doctrines which they taught. All the remarks, 
therefore, on this subjeet, which Protessor Wilson has 
yet published, are o erroneous; x it ey 


Í Tie l; un p. XCIX. 
+ did. 
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in consequence, be concluded that there are no valid 
grounds for disputing the genuineness and antiquity 
of the eighteen Puránas. 

Bombay, 29th December, 1840. 

. Vans KENNEDY. 


PROFESSOR WILSON'S REPLY. 


Sin: Col. Vans Kennedy has lately favoured you 
with a series of letters upon the subject of my views 
of the modern date and sectarian spirit of the works 
termed, by the Hindus, Puranas. I entertain great re- 
spect for the Colonel’s talents and industry, but none 
whatever for his love of disputation, or his pertinacity 
of opinion, and attach little weight to deductions that 
are founded upon imperfect investigation, and pre- 
judices much more inveterate than any which he ac- 
cuses me of cherishing. | have, therefore, no inten- 
tion of entering upon any refutation of his notions, or 
vindication of my own. Having put forth conclusions 
drawn from a deliberate and careful scrutiny of the 
premisses which warrant them, I am contented to leave 
them to their fate: if they are sound, they need not be 
defended; if they are erroneous, they do not deserve 
to be defended. I have implicit faith in the ultimate 
prevalence of truth; aud, as I am satisfied that my 
conclusions are, in the present instance, true, they have 
nothing to apprehend from Colonel Vans Kennedy. 

Neither is it necessary, now, to expend time upon 
any discussion as to what the Puránas are. The con- 
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futation of Colonel Vans Kennedy’s doctrines of their 
high antiquity and pure theological character is to be 
found in the works themselves. Translations of two 
of them have been published,—that of the Veshnw Pu- 
rána by myself, and that of the Sri Bhágavata by M. 
Burnouf; and an appeal to these, which are now ac- 
cessible to all who may be interested in the inquiry, 
will show how utterly untenable is Colonel Vans Ken- 
nedy's theory. If he objects to the partieular examples 
here named, let him choose his own. He will pardon 
ine for suggesting that he would be more usefully and 
creditably employed in translating and publishing some 
other Purdna or Puranas than in depreciating the 
better directed labours of other Sanskrit scholars. The 
result of such translations will, I have no doubt, con- 
firm the conclusions which I have not found it pos- 
sible to avoid, and with respect to which the opinions 
of M. Burnouf coincide with mine. The Puranas, in 
their present form, are not of high antiquity, although 
they are made up, in part, of ancient materials; and, 
in the legends which they relate, and the practices 
which they enjoin, they depart as widely from what 
appears to be the more primitive form of Brahmanism 
as they do from the subjects which authorities of un- 
questionable weight, as well as their own texts, declare 
should form the essential constituents of a Purana. 
Whilst, however, I think it a work of supererogation 
to refute errors which the Puranas themselves are at 
hand to correct, I must beg leave to set Colonel Vans 
Kennedy right on a matter not of opinion, but of fact. 
Conscious, no doubt, that his arguments will not bear 
the test of comparison with the original works, he has 


APPENDIX. ang 


attempted, at the close of his last letter, to insinuate 
“a suspicion that the translation is not to be trusted, and 
charges me with having misunderstood and mistrans- 
lated a passage that is of some importance as a cri- 
terion of the date of the Purana. He does not say that 
I have done so purposely, in order to fabricate a false 
foundation for my opinions; but the tendency of his 
animadversions leads to such an inference. To this 
inference I cannot stoop to reply; but I shall have no 
diffieulty in showing that the charge of misapprehen- 
sion applies not to me, but to Colonel Vans Kennedy. 

Now, I will not venture to affirm that, in a work of 
some extent and, occasionally, of some difficulty, I 
have never mistaken my original; that I have always 
been sufficiently careful in expressing its purport: that 
] may not have, sometimes, in the course of a transla- 
tion not professing to be literal," diverged more than 
was prudent from the letter of my text. The latter 
may have been the case, in the passage in question; 
and Col. Vans Kennedy is literally correct in stating 
that the very words *Jainas and Bauddhas” are not 
in the Sanskrit, where they are found in the English. 
At the same time, had he fully comprehended the 
sense of the preceding passages, had he been aware 
that all which had gone before related to Jainas and 
Bauddhas, he must have admitted that their specifica- 
tion, which was recommended by the consideration 
of perspicüity, and by the construction of the English 


* Whatever Professor Wilson may have meant, his words are: “In 
rendering the text into English, I have adhered to it as literally as was 
compatible with some regard to the usages of English composition." 
Vol. L, Preface, p. CXVI. 
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version, was warranted by the context, and was, there- 
fore, unobjectionable. * 

I will not think so meanly of Col. Vans Kennedy's 
criticism, as to suppose it possible that it would eavil 
at words, or that it would attach any importance to 
the insertion of the terms “Jainas and Bauddhas” in 
the place where they occur, if it could be substantiated 
that, in all the preceding parts of the chapter, the text 
has had them in contemplation. This he denies, and 
I maintain. We shall see which is right. 

The eighteenth Chapter of the third Book of the 
Vishnu Purdia describes, in the first part, the apos- 
tacy of certain persons from the Brahmanieal faith, — 
from the Vedas and Smfitis—in consequence of the 
doctrines of a false teacher, who is Vishnu in disguise. 
The heresies into which they fell were two. Col. Vans 
Kennedy’s interpretation is “one”; and here is the 
source of his misapprehension. That he labours under 
an erroneous view of the sense of the passage, a brief 
examination of it will irrefutably demonstrate. 

In the first place, then, speaking of those who first 
became followers of the false prophet, the text says, 
expressly: “They were called Arhatas, from the phrase 
which the deceiver made use of, in addressing them, 
‘arhathw (Ye are worthy) of this great doctrine.” + So 
far there can be no question that the Arhatas are named, 
by the Veshiiu Puráńa, as one set of schismaties. 


` The words in question—Vol. II., p. 211,—are “Jaina and Banddha”; 
and, since Professor Wilson tacitly professed to translate on a uniform 
plan, he should have included them in parentheses, just as, in the pre- 
ceding paragraph, he has parenthesized the words “and became Bauddhas". 
t Compare the rendering in Vol. III., p. 209. 


APPENDIX. 361 


It is very true that we have not the name of the 
other apostate sect enunciated: but it is indicated in a 
manner not to be mistaken. “Know ye," says the 
teacher,—budhyaswa.* “It is known," reply the dis- 
ciples,—budhyate.+ If these inflexions of the verb budh, 
‘to know,’ do not clearly intimate the followers of a 
faith who, from the same root, are named Bauddhas, 
I should like to know to what other class of Indian 
religionists it can apply.? 

It is not, however, from inferences, even thus pal- 
pable, that I am justified in limiting the designation of 
Bauddhas to the sect here described. Col. Vans Ken- 
nedy is told, in my Preface, that I have, invariably, 
consulted an able commentary on the text of the 
Vishnu Purdna: and to this commentary he either 
has, or has not, referred: if he has not, lie has come 
to his task of criticism very ill-prepared: if he has, he 
should, in candour, have admitted that what he is 
pleased to term my misunderstanding or misrepresen- 
tation of the text was shared by learned Hindus. who, 
most assuredly, could not be suspected of any dispo- 
sition to derogate from the sanctity and antiquity of 
such sacred books as the Puranas. If the word 
Bauddha is inaccurately specified, the error is as 
much the commentator’s as nine. Col. Vans Kennedy 
may, possibly, set a higher value upon his own eru- 
dition than that of any native Pandit: he must not ex- 
pect others to agree with him in an estimate; and, at 
any rate, he is bound, in fairness, to admit the existence 


t See note T in the next page. t Vide infra, p. 368, note T. 
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when he condemns an interpretation which it fully 
justifies. Ratnagarbha, the commentator on the Vishúu 
Purana, explicitly states that, “in the repeated use 
of the words budhyaswa* and budhyate, it is the in- 
tention of the text to explain the meaning of the de- 
nomination Bauddha (Evam budhyatety-atra puna- 
ruktir Bauddha-pada-niruktyarthd.) I have been fully 
authorized, therefore, in inserting the term bauddhas. 
Having. thus, vindicated, unanswerably, the propriety 
of employing the word Bauddha, we come to that of 
Jaina. It has been shown that the Árhatas are named; 
and by these, I affirm, Jainas are intended. Col. Vans 
Kennedy asserts that the term is applied, in this very 
place, to Bauddhas, and adds: “It is singular . . that 
Professor Wilson should assume, in direct opposition 
to the authority of the Purana which he has, himself, 
translated, that the term Arhata, when it occurs .. 
in the Puranas, should be considered to apply to Jina, 
and not to Buddha.”: I am not aware that I have 
said any such thing:§ but that is of no matter. In the 
passage in dispute, i do understand Arhatas to mean 
Jainas; and I am not so singular, in this understand- 
ing, as Col. Vans Kennedy fancies. J again appeal to 


* See note + in the preceding page. 

+ The commentator, having to do with a verb, would not have used 
the term punarukti, ‘iteration’, unless he had been referring to a repo- 
tition of the same mood. The text— see Vol. II., p. 211, note §,— ex- 
hibits budhyata, budhyadhwam, and budhyata again. Professor Wilson 
omitted to translate the ‘first, hastily misrepresented the second, and 
mistook the third. If evam in the text, and iti in the commentary, had 
heen preceded by dudhyate, the result would have been budhyata evam 
and budhyata iti. t Vide supra, p. 323. 

$ As much may, however, fairly be taken as implied in Vol. I., Preface, 
pp. LXXIX., LXXX. 
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the commentator, in support of my translation. The 
Colonel, not perceiving that two different sects are 
deseribed, asserts, as just seen, that Arhatas, in this 
place, means Buddhists. Had he taken pains to be 
better informed, he would have found that there was 
sufficient authority for distinguishing them in this pas- 
sage, and he would not have made an assertion so 
ae at variance with the general purport of the 
whole of the description. Arhata does not mean 
Buddhist; for the commentator expressly observes, 
of the object of the text, when describing the opera- 
tions of the false teacher: “Having expounded the 
doctrine of the Arhatas, he oce to explain the 
doctrine of the Bauddhas (Ar huta-matam uktwá Baud- 
dha-matam dha.)” Ratnagarbha, therefore, unequivo- 
cally asserts that two sects (not one) are here described, 
and that Árhatas are a different class of sectarians from 
Buddhists or Bauddhas. Col. Vans Kennedy is, there- 
fore, wholly mistaken in understanding the passage 
to velitis to one sect of schismatics omm, and is wholly 
wrong in confounding Árhatas and Buddhists. 

aft Árhatas are not, in this place, Duddhists, is un- 
deniable, upon authority whieh few will fail to prefer 
to Colonel Vans Kennedy's; and it only remains to 
determine what they are. To any one at all acquainted 
with the practices and tenets of the e as they 
have been explained by Mr. Colebrooke, they are sut- 
ficiently well indicated by allusions in the ee of the 
Vishnu Puráńa, in the passage in question, to leave 
no doubt that they are intended. If Jainas are not 
meant, what are the schismatics here described by 
their doctrines, and designated by the term Arhatas? 
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They are not Bauddhas; that is settled: and, when no 
perversity of ingenuity can identify Avhatas with 
Bauddhas, there is no alternative left but to identify 
them with Jainas. That the term does, very commonly, 
denote Jainas, is familiar to all who ever heard of 
either. Perhaps Colonel Vans Kennedy will admit 
this; perhaps he will, also, adinit that the celebrated 
Jaina teacher and lexicographer Hemachandra is some 
authority for the accurate designation of the sect of 
which he was so distinguished an ornament, and that 
he gives the word Arhat as a synonym of Jina, Tír- 
UOS a, and the like.* This is a mere waste of words. 
When Arhata does not mean a Buuddha, it means a 
Jaina. lt cannot mean a Bauddha, in the passages of 
the Vishiu Purdna which are now under discussion; 
because the Bauddhas are also specified and dis- 
tinguished by both text and commentary: it, therefore, 
does mean Jaina; and, consequently, I am fully autho- 
rized in inserting the words Jainas and Bauddhas in 
the Translation. ¢ The misapprehension is not mine; it 
is my critic's: with which restitution of what appertains 
to him, and not to me, I take my leave of him, and of 
all further controversy with him. 


H. H. Wiuson. 


COLONEL KENNEDY’S REJOINDER. 


Sır: The letter of Professor Wilson, inserted in the 
number of your Journal for May last eno here 


5 EROR L, 24 
+ This conclusion is not easy to accept. Vide supra, p. 360, note +. 
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on the 7th instant), has much surprised me; as I do 
not understand why he accuses me of “love of dis- 
putation" and “pertinacity of opinion”: for the opinions 
expressed in the letters which I, some time ago, trans- 
mitted to you are contained in my work on Ancient, 
and Hindu Mythology, published in 1831: and, to pre- 
pare materials for that work, I actually read, and care- 
fully examined, all the eighteen Puráńas, except the 
Bhavishya. When, therefore, Professor Wilson, in the 
Preface to his Translation of the Vishnu Purdia, took 
so very different a view of the genuineness and anti- 
quity of the Puranas, as now extant, nothing could be 
more unobjectionable than my examining critically 
the remarks contained in that Preface, and making 
public the result of that examination. Nor could it be 
reasonably expected that I should admit the correct- 
ness of that view, when it appeared to me to have 
been formed on insufficient and erroneous grounds. 
In his letter, Professor Wilson very politely ob- 
serves: “Conscious, no doubt, that his arguments will 
not bear the test of comparison with the original 
works,* he has attempted, at the close of lis last letter, 
to insinuate a suspicion that the translation is not to 
be trusted.” I have, however, neither insinuated nor 
stated any objections to the accuracy of that Translation, 
except in one instance, in p. 340,* in which Professor 
Wilson has thus translated a passage of the Veshia 
Purana: “The delusions of the false teacher paused 


* On the contrary, I have, in my former letters, transcribed 
the original Sanskrit, in the few instances in which 1 have speci- 
fieally contradicted the statements of Professor Wilson. 


volt II., p. 211, in the present edition. 
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not with the conversion of the Daityas to the Jaina 
and Bauddha heresies.” Of this passage I transcribed 
the origmal Sanskrit, in my last letter, in order to 
show that the terms Jaina and Bauddha were not 
contained in it. But I further observed: “Professor 
Wilson may have supposed that the term Arhata de- 
noted the Jaimas, and may have understood, from the 
words budhyadhwam and budhyate, that they applied 
to the Buddhists: and to this there eould be no ob- 
jection, had he expressed his opinion in a note, and 
not introduced into the text, the title of the chapter, 
and the index, the terms Jaznas and Bauddhas.” 1, thus, 
anticipated. all that Professor Wilson has said on this 
point, in his letter; and, as he admits, in it, that these 
terms are not to be found in the original, the question 
is, simply: Is a translator at liberty to insert, in the 
original text of the work which he translates, a name 
which is not contained in it, and then to argue that 
the work must be of modern date, because that parti- 
cular name occurs in it? Such is the case, in the pre- 
sent instance; for Professor Wilson affirms that the 
dainas are mentioned in the Vishnu Purana, and 
adopts this circumstance as a criterion for fixing the 
dates when the Puránas were composed: but this 
name is not to be found in that Purana; and I, there- 
fore, justly objeeted to its being introduced into the 
‘Translation. 

Professor Wilson, however, in his letter, remarks: 
“I will not think so meanly of Colonel Vans Kennedy’s 
criticism, as to suppose it possible that it would cavil 
at words, or that it would attach any nnportance to 
the insertion of the terms ‘Jainas and Bauddhas’ in 
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the place where they occur, if it could be substantiated 
that, in all the preceding parts of the chapter, the text 
has had them in contemplation.” But it is precisely to 
this that 1 object; for I contend that, in judging of the 
genuineness and antiquity of the Puranas, their text 
should be allowed to speak for itself, and not as it 
may be interpreted by translators and commentators. 
For, with respect to the passage in dispute, I observed, 
in my last letter: “Professor Wilson, therefore, has 
given to this chapter an interpretation not anthorized 
by the original, in which nothing occurs which indi- 
cates that the composer of this Puráńa intended to 
describe either Buddha or Jina, under this illusory 
form, or to adopt, or allude to, their doctrines, in the 
words spoken by it.” To this he replies, in his letter: 
“In the first place, then, speaking of those who first 
became followers of the false prophet, the text says, 
expressly: ‘They were called Arhatas, froin the phrase 
which the deceiver made use of, in addressing them, 
‘arhathw (Ye are worthy) of this great doctrine. So 
far there can be no question that the Arhatas are 
named, by the Vishúu Purana, as one sect of schis- 
matics.” Admitted. He proceeds: “It is very true 
that we have not the nume of the other apostate sect 
enunciated; but it vs indicated’ in a manner not to be 
mistaken. ‘Know ye, says the teacher,—budhyadhwam.* 
‘It is known,’ reply the diseiples,—budhyate. If these 
inflexions of the verb budh, ‘to know’, do not clearly 


! The italics, in these two instances, are mine. 
* Here Colonel Kennedy silently corrects an inadvertence of Professor 
Wilson. Vide supra, p. 361, note *. 
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intimate the followers of a faith who, from the same 
root, are named Lauddhas, I should like to know to 
what other class of Indian religionists it can apply.” 
But there is nothing whatever, in the original, which 
shows that the second address of this false teacher 
was intended to meulcate doctrines different from 
those taught in his first address.* On the contrary, 
the former appears to be, clearly, a continuation of 
the latter; and, as it is not said, in the original, that a 
sect was denominated from the word budhyadhwam, t 
in the same manner that it is said that a sect was de- 
nominated from the word arhatha, it is most probable 
that, in this passage, the Arhata sect is, alone, intended. 
But Professor Wilson observes: “If Jainas are not 
meant, what are the schismatics here described by 
them doctrines, and designated by the term Árhatas ? 
They are not Bauddhas; that is settled: and, when no 
perversity of ingenuity can identify Arhatas with 
Bauddhas,' there is no alternative left but to identify 
them with Jainas." 


| Tea ai seems to for get, “here, his note in p. . 3391 


sf The E text nos E points to two ame of hetero- 
doxy. The first is intimated as the Jaina, by mention not only of one 
of the names of its professors, but, also, of one of the differentiae of 
their doctrines; and the stanza to which reference is made, just above, 
intends, undeniably, the Bauddha. The writer of the Vishnu-purana 
seems to regard the Jainas and the Bauddhas as, in some sort, cognate. 
That he represents the Jainas as preceding the Bauddhas manifests that 
his information as to the history of these two classes of religionists was 
far from exact,—a striking argument of his modernity. 

+ If Colonel Vans Kennedy had recognized that the original has budh- 
yata, budhyadhwam, and budhyata, —and all in one line,—conld he have 
resisted the conclusion that these words indicate Buddha? See, further, 
uote * in p. 377, infra. 

t Vol. UL, p. 209, note 2, in the present edition. 


e. 
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It is in this singular manner that Professor Wilson 
attempts to prove that the Puránas, as now extant, 
are modern compilations; for he entirely disregards 
the original text, and substitutes, for it, his own in- 
ences and assumptions. In this instance, he admits, 
in his letter, that it is the term Ar hata, and not Jaina, 
that is ed in the original; and he, further, ad- 
mits that, in it, the name Bauddha is not enunciated, 
but merely indicated; and yet he maintains that he 
was “fully authorized in inserting the words Jamas 
and Bauddhas in the Translation.” He remarks, also, 
that, though “Colonel Vans Kennedy may, possibly, 
set a higher value upon his own erudition than that of 
any native Pandit, he must not expect others to agree 
with him in an estimate.” But I may be permitted to 
observe that long experience has convinced me that, 
although commentaries on Sanskrit works are, no 
doubt, of much use, yet they are by no means safe 
guides for ascertaining the plain and unsophisticated 
meaning of the text. T objecting, therefore, to the 
E aon of the passage in dispute, I did not think ìt 
necessary to notice whether or not it agreed with the 
commentary; and Professor Wilson has, now, most 
unfortunately for his argument, referred to it: for the 
commentator never uses the word Jaina, but always 
Arhata;* asin the passage quoted from the commentary 
in p. 43 of the Asiatic Journal for May last.f Conse- 


of the Translation of the Vishnu Purdna: “Here is further con- 
firmation of the Jainas being intended by our text; as the term 
Árhata is, more particularly, applied to them, although it is also 
used by the Buddhists.” 


© Vide infra, p. 376, note t. E ‘Vide supra, [us 363. 
V. 24 
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quently, Professor Wilson has no right to quote the 
commentary of the Vishaw Purana, as an authority 
in support of his assumption, that the Arhata of the 
Puránas means the Jaina sect.* It is, however, on this 
assumption that Professor Wilson, when speaking of 
the date of that Purana, hesitates not to state: “Both 
Bauddhas and Jainas are adverted to [in it]. It was, 
therefore, written before the former had disappeared. + 
Jut they existed, in some parts of India, as late as the 
twelfth century, at least; and it 1s probable that the 
Purana was compiled before that period." *. Thus, from 
afew verses of the Vishnu Purána, m which no sect 
is mentioned except the Arhata, Protessor Wilson as- 
sumes that the Bauddhas and Juinas are adverted 
to, in it, and, hence, fixes the compilation of the Vishnu 
Purdna at some time before the twelfth century. On 
the total invalidity of such a mode of reasoning I need 
not remark; but it seems extraordinary that he should 
have called attention to it by his ill-judged letter; as 
he has, by the arguments contained in it, fully con- 
firmed all that I have said relative to his assertions 
and statements being at complete variance with what 
is actually contained in the Puranas, and to his being, 


! Preface to the Translation of the Vishnw Purdna, p. LNXIL i 


* This is mere paltering. Árhata, when it does not mean Bauddha, 
means Jaina; and Professor Wilson, in p. 363, supra, quotes the com- 
mentator Ratnagarbha as saying: “Having expounded the doctrine of 
the Arhatas, he proceeded to explain the doctrine of the Bauddhas." 

+ Is this logic conclusive? Save in a spirit of prophecy, the Bauddhas 
could not be spoken of before they appeared. But why might not a Hindu 
writer make mention of them after their disappearance, just as well as 
during their presence? 

t See Vol. I, Preface, p. CXI. 
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in consequence, unqualified to express a correct opinio n 
respecting their age, and their scope and tendency. 

I do not, therefore, understand what Professor Wil- 
son means by observing. in his letter, that he has “im- 
plicit faith in the ultimate prevalence of truth." I ob- 
jected to his introducing into his Translation of the 
Vishnu Purana the names of two sects which are not 
contained in the original, and to his adopting these 
names as a criterion for fixing the dates of the Purá- 
has; and he admits these facts. The truth, conse- 
quently, in this instance, belongs to my objections. 
Although, also, he considers it quite superfluous to 
enter into any controversy with me, yet it has been 
hitherto supposed that discussion was the best. means 
of ascertaining the truth: and it 1s, surely, not sufficient 
that the Professor of Sanskrit in the University of Ox- 
ford should be satisfied that his conclusions are true; 
for it might be expected that he would be prepared 
to support those conclusions, whenever controverted, 
by argument and authority. Professor Wilson may 
think that my deductions are founded on imperfect in- 
vestigation and inveterate prejudice, and that the re- 
futation of my doctrines of the high antiquity and pure 
theological’ character of the Puranas 1s to be found in 
the works themselves.* But this is not enough; for, 
if f my theory on these points is utterly untenable, it 


! I have never SIRO Odd the Puranas as being ney Peale 
cal; as I have merely stated that their principal object is moral 
and religious instruction; and I have, invariably, used the words 
in order to show that these subjects 


” 


“mythology” and “theology 
are of a distinct nature, eomm both are n of in the I 


* Vide supra, pp. 357, 358. 
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would, most assuredly, be much more conducive to 
the prevalence of truth to expose its erroneousness 
than to refer, for its refutation, to such voluminous 
works as the Puranas, which searcely any person will 
take the trouble to examine. The weight, however, 
which should be attached to my opinions respecting 
the genuineness and antiquity of the Puráńas, as now 
extant, 1s not the point in question; for I observed, in 
my last letter, that Professor Wilson had taken a most 
erroneous view of the remote and actual state of the 
Hindu religion, which had, alone, led him to ascribe a 
modern origin to the Puránas; but, that, “as he has not 
quoted any passages from the Puranas, in which sec- 
tarial fervour and exelusiveness are exhibited, and in 
which circumstances of comparatively recent date are 
mentioned, it may be eoncluded that he knew of no 
such passages; as their production would, at once, have 
proved the point which he wished to establish.* This 
negative argument acquires the greater force from 
Professor Wilson having stated that he has collected 
a voluminous series of indices, abstracts, and transla- 
tions of particular parts of all the Puranas; and, conse- 
quently, if any passages occur, in them, which ineul- 
cate the exclusive worship of Vishnu or Siva, or the 
worship of Rama, Krishna, or Sakti, or which mention 
the Jainas, or any modern sect, or any comparatively 
recent event, f he could have had no difficulty in pro- 
ducing such passages, in support of his statements; 
and their non-production, therefore, must be considered 


* Vide supra, p. 340, notes | and +; also, p. 353, note f. 
+ For Pauránik mention of the introduction of the Parsees into In- 
dia, vide infra, pp. 381—385. 


APPENDIX. ote 


as strong proof of their non-existence.” It is not, con- 
sequently, the opinions which Professor Wilson or 
myself entertains on this subject that should be con- 
sidered, but that which is actually contained in the 
Puranas. I affirm that the Puránas do not contain 
what Professor Wilson has stated is contained in them; 
and, as | cannot be required to prove a negative, it re- 
mains with him to produce such passages, from those 
works, as will demonstrate that my affirmation is un- 
founded. Until, however, such passages are produced, 
I may be allowed to repeat my former conclusions, 
that Professor Wilson's opinion, that the Purénas, as 
now extant, are compilations made between the eighth 
and seventeenth centuries, rests solely on gratuitous 
assumptions and unfounded assertions, and that his 
reasoning, in support of it, 1s either futile, fallacious, 
contradietory, or improbable. 

It is not, I may trust, necessary that I should dis- 
claim all intention of depreciating, by what I have 
written at any time, the labours of any Sanskrit scholar. 
In the present instance, in particular, as I had given 
some time and some attention to the examination of 
the Puránas, and to acquiring information concerning 
the remote and actual state of the Hindu religion, I 
saw no reason for refraining from making publie my 
objections to the view which Professor Wilson had 
taken of the age, the scope, and the tendency of the 
Puranas, in the Preface to his Translation of the Vishnu 
Purana. It must, also, be evident that, if the opinions 
expressed respecting any part of Sanskrit literature 
were not controverted, when erroneous, it would be 
impossible that the real nature of that literature could 
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ever be ascertained. Had, therefore, Professor Wilson 
been solicitous for the prevalence of truth, he should 
not have been indignant at the remarks on his theory, 
which you obliged me by publishing in the Asvatic 
Journal; but, on the contrary, he should have taken 
the trouble of examining my objections, and of ex- 
posing their erroneousness, if unfounded; but, if found- 
ed, candour and the love of truth should have induced 
him to acknowledge that he had called in question, 
on insufficient grounds, the genuineness and antiquity 
of the eighteen Puránas.' 
Bombay, 17th July, 1841. 
Vans KENNEDY. 


Note. 


Professor Wilson seems to have misunderstood the 
reason which led me to point out, in my last letter, 
that he had misunderstood and misinterpreted a pas- 
sage m a Purana which he had, himself, translated: for, 
in his reply, he merely defends the introduction, into 
the translation, of the words “Jainas” and *Bauddhas" ; 


! It is singular that Professor Wilson has, in one part of his 
letter, adopted my view of the subject; as he actually speaks, in 
it,* of “learned Hindus, who, most assuredly, could not be sus- 
pected of any disposition to derogate from the sanctity and anti- 
quity of such sacred books as the Puránas," It would seem, 
therefore, that, however satisfied Professor Wilson may be with 
the truth of the conclusions which he has published, he, neverthe- 
less, fluctuates in his opinion respecting the sanctity and anti- 
quity of the Puranas, as now extant, or their being modern com- 
pilations, made for the purpose of sectarial imposture. 


* Vide supra, p. 361. 
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but he says nothing with respect to his having adopted 
the names of these seets as a criterion for fixing the 
modern dates at which he thinks the Puranas were 
written. -]t was, however, to this that I particularly 
ohjeeted, in my s mer is for, m p. L. of the Pre- 
face to the Translation of the Vishnu Puráńa,* Pro- 
fessor Wilson states that “the date of the Kuürma Pu- 
rana 1s, avowedly, posterior to the establishment of the 
Jaina sect: and that there is no reason to believe that 
the doctrines of Arhat or Jina were known in the 
early centuries of our era.” f And, in his notes to 
the Translation, pp. 339, 340, 341,: he remarks: 
“Here is further confirmation of the Jainas being 
intended by our text."— *We, have, therefore, the 
Bauddhas noticed as a distinct sect. If the author 
wrote from a personal knowledge of Buddhists in In- 
dia, he could not have written much later than the 
tenth or eleventh century.”'—“We may have, in this 


‘t But why not much earlier? As it is sufficiently proved that 
Buddha flourished in the sixth century before our era. 


* See Vol. ], Preface, p. DA if SLE m Kennedy had 
quoted more ingenuously, the reader would have seen that, in the pas- 
sage which Professor Wilson translates from the Aurma-purdia, the 
Bhairava, Vama, and Yamala scriptures are named with the Árhata; and, 
the former being modern, there is a strong presumption that the term 
Arhata is meant to denote a faith more recent than the Bauddha, — 
namely, the Jaina. Still more cogent, as against the Colonel, is his own 
fuller rendering—in pp. 286, 237, supra, — of the passage in question. 
For, there, besides the scriptures just enumerated, those of the Kapálas 
are specified; and the Kapalas are not known as a sect of much antiquity, 

+ Suspicion of mistake or forgery not being entertained, already in the 
fifth century of our era the Jainas must have been a sect of some con- 
siderable age. For a Jaina inscription, said to be dated in the Saka year 
411, corresponding to A. D. 489, see the Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, Vol. V., pp. 34g, 344. $ See Vol. IIL, pp. 209, 211, 214. 
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conflict of the orthodox divinities and heretical Daityas, 
some covert allusion to political troubles, growing out 
of religious differences, and the final predominance of 
Brahmanism. Such occurrences seem to have preceded 
the invasion of India by the Mohammedans, and pre- 
pared the way for their victories.” 

But, after thus making use of the names “Jainas” 
and “Bauddhas”, to prove the modern compilation of 
the Puranas, Professor Wilson now admits that these 
names are not to be found in the original; but he main- 
tains that he was fully authorized in inserting them in 
it, by the context and commentary. Yet, in his letter, 
he quotes no part of the context,* in order to evince 
that it relates to the Jainas and Buddhists, and rests 
his argument, in support of its being these sects that 
are intended in the passage in entre solely on the 
words Arhata, and budhyadhwam, and budhyate. 
But the commentator does not say that Arhata means 
Jaina;+ and Professor Wilson assigns no other reason 


* The English translation, even apart from Professor Wilson's supple- 
mentations, is quite sufficient to show that the Jainas and Bauddhas 
are meant to be described. 

+ I think I am not wrong in saying that Hindu writers, as a rule,— 
so far as I have examined them,— affect the terms Arhat and Árhata, 
rather than Jina and Jaina. Possibly the former may have become, 
comparatively, more dyslogistic, as they easily might, by suggestion; 
for, though Jina was the name of a Buddha, —but one not much heard 
of, apparently, in later times, — Arhat denoted another Buddha, whose 
name was of more frequent mention, perhaps from its adoption by the 
Jainas. These religionists, while professing no reverence for Buddha, 
did profess reverence for Arhat, an equivocal designation, and which re- 
minded of the Bauddhas; and this fact, it may be, influenced the Hindus, 
with their hatred of Buddhism and everything therewith cognate, to call 
the Jainas, by preference, Arhatas. It should seem that the Jainas, 
among themselves, were more generally denominated Jainas. 
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for supposing that these two sects are one and the 
same than that, as the Árhatas cannot be Bauddhas, 
they must be Jainas. lam, however, obliged to ob- 
serve that the original does not in any manner admit 
of this translation in p. 339:* “In this manner, ex- 
claiming to them, ‘Know’ (budhyadhwam), and they 
replying, ‘It is known’ (budhyate), these Daityas were 
induced, by the arch-deceiver, to deviate from their 
religious duties (and become Bauddhas).” For, in the 
original,—at least, according to my copy of it,—it is not 
said that the words budhyadhwam and budhyate were 
spoken by this emanation of Vishnu and the Daityas; 
but they are distinctly ascribed to Parásara, the nar- 
rator of the Purana, who, after relating what was said 
by this false teacher, proceeds to narrate that it was 
thus by saying “know ye”, and, they replying “it is 
known”, that Máyámoha caused the Daityas to for- 
sake their religion. t. The word budhyadhwam, how- 


*OWRTSIX Bars | 
vd gard quidafadtcngs i 
aaa: WaurernWmarsragfasm d: 
Vishnu Purdna, Part III., Chap. XVIII. 


On the waning of the Bauddhas, while religious rivalry was still 
active, and controversial debate still ran high, no doubt the Hindus 
transferred to the Jainas a liberal share of the animosity of which their 
heretical congeners had been the object. 

See, further, infra, p. 379, note t. 

* See Vol. IIL, p. 210. 

+ See my translation of the passage, in Vol. IIL, p. 210, note §. 
Professor Wilson, in his rendering of the passage, omits, as he frequently 
omits, the introductory words *Parásara said". But the omission, in 
this instance, is of no help to Colonel Vans Kennedy's argumentation,— 
if such it may be called. 

t For the correct reading of the first verse, see Vol. IIL, p. 210, 
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ever, is used in this address of the false teacher, but 
evidently in its usual sense; for Professor Wilson thus 
translates the sentence in which it occurs: “Understand 
my words: for they have been uttered by the wise.”* 
There are, consequently, no grounds whatever for 
supposing that the words budhyadhwam and budh- 
yate were, in this passage, intended to indicate the 
“Bauddhas”; and, as this emanation of Vishnu was 
not Buddha,+ it must be evident that the doctrines 
which he is here represented as teaching could not be 
the same as those which were first taught by Buddha. 
The original, therefore, did not justify this gloss of 
Professor Wilson, “and become Bauddhas”: for it is not 
said, in it, that, after the false teacher had addressed 


note $. Provided there is not a typographical oversight, was it because 
he could make nothing of the word w€qpq which he leaves ont, that 
the Colonel abridged the text? i 

In thinking, like Professor Wilson, that the word coaleseing with vs 
is qupd, he evinced forgetfulness of a most elementary rule of Sanskrit 
grammar. 

Though Professor Wilson misapprehended the sense of the stanza in 
question, his very confident critic did not take a single step towards 
setting him right. 

* See Vol. IT., p. 210. The original is: 


ga 9 aa: wenguouetfcda | 


+ According to the Padma-purdia, the god Siva declares: 
gami maA faust ga ef | 
MEINAA uasttwuzriqem N 


“In order to the destruction of the Daityas, the false Bauddha system— 
with its naked images, blue vestments, and the rest, — was enunciated 
by Vishńn in the form of Buddha.” 

Here there is a distinct reference, in direct contradiction of Colonel 
Kennedy’s positive assertion. 

I have no copy of the Padma-puráńa at hand, by which to verify 
this extract, It will be found quoted in p. 6 of my edition of the 
Sánkhya-pravachana-bhdshya, in the Bibliotheca Indica, 
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the Daityas* a second time, a second sect was origi- 
nated; and it appears evident that, throughout this 
passage, the text relates to no other sect than the 
Árhata, which is, alone, mentioned in it. 

It is, hence, undeniable that Professor Wilson has 
not *vindieated, unanswerably, the propriety of em- 
ploying the word Bauddha”; and, consequently, the 
singular futility of his argument, with respect to the 
uta becomes the more conspicuous. The Arhatas 
“are not Bauddhas (he says); that 1s settled: and, when 
no perversity of ingenuity can identify Arhatas with 
Bauddhas, there is no alternative left but to identify 
them with Jainas.” But, as Professor Wilson has not 
produced, and I am certain that he cannot pr oduce, 
any Sanskrit authority which proves that the Arhata 
of the Puranas is the same as the Jaina sect, T and, as 


* But not those who had already been proselytized. Vide supra, p. 351, 
note ». 

+ There is no question that the Puranas were written after the rise 
of the Jainas, and that the authors of the Puránas, equally with their suc- 
cessors, designated them, preferably, as Árhatas. Vide supra, p. 376, 
note T. 

I do not mean, however, that the Jainas were called Árhatas only. 
Vide supra, p. 351, note +. 

In Nagesa Bhatta’s gloss on Govardhana's Saptasati, entitled Guru- 
vydkhyd, the subjoined verses, which follow a denunciation of Sándilya 
as heretical, are quoted from the Linga-purana: 

Gata aai GIA QUU AAT | 
Maai FATS ATH yai AUT II 
atga Q) aqa ava NTA waaa l 
vifaaa yrau faarfa WT il 
wa: AAA qeu Hf | 
Sfeaenfa wrenfu area « data 1 


Doctrines here specified, and stigmatized as repugnant to the Veda, 
are the Pancharatra, the Bhagavata, the Bauddha, the Daigambara, the 
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he here admits that it 1s not the same as the Buddhist 
sect, it must, consequently, follow that the “Jainas” 
and “Bauddhas” are neither mentioned nor indicated* 
in the passage in dispute; und that he, therefore, at- 
tempts in vain to show that he was fully authorized in 
inserting the names of these sects in his translation. 


V. K. 


Lokayata, the Kapala, the Sauma, the Pasupata, the Lakula(?), the Bhai- 
rava, the Vama, the Sakta, the Sambhava, and the Yamala. 

It would be very riskful to deny that the term Daigambara here points 
to one of the two grand divisions of the Jainas. 

The preceding passage I have been obliged, from want of access to 
manuscripts, to take on trust. 

* As to palpable indication of the Bauddhas there, vide supra, p. 368, 
note T. 
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PREFACE. 


P. VIL, note t. That Colonel Wilford was acquainted with the Jyotirvi- 
dabharana appears from the Asiatic Researches, Vol. IX., pp. 82, 131. 


P. XLV., note *. Read editor's note in p. LV. infra. 


P. LVL, l. 11. The Translator had, erroneously, *Kroshtuki," where I 
bave put Kraushtuki. 


P. LXII., ll. 10— 14. The work there described is properly entitled 
Vahni-purana, and differs from the Agni-puraia. 

P. LXIV., |. 15. The following observations touching the Magas were 

communicated by Professor Wilson to Père Reinaud, and will be fonnd 
in his Mémoire Géographique, Historique et Scientifique sur l Inde, etc., 
pp. 391— 397: 
' “In the brief notice of the Bhavishya Purana which I have given 
in the Preface of the Vishnu Purana, it is stated that the greatest part 
of the work relates to the worship of the Sun, and that, in the last 
chapters, there is some curious matter relating to the Magas, wor- 
shippers of the Sun; as if the compiler had adopted the Persian term 
Mugh, and connected the fire-worshippers of Iran with those of India. 
But the snbject, it is added, requires further investigation. 

“The last twelve or fourteen chapters of the Bhavishya Purana are, 
in fact, dedicated to the tradition, of which a summary and not 
altogether accurate account has been given by Colonel Wilford, in the 
Eleventh Volume of the Asiatic Researches, and which records the in- 
troduction of the worship of the Sun into the north-west of Hindu- 
sthán, by Samba, the son of Krishna. This prince, having become 
a leper, through the imprecation of the irascible sage Durvasas, whom 
he had offended, and despairing of a cure from human skill, resolved 
to retire into the forest, and apply himself to the adoration of Sürya, 
of whose graciousness and power he had learned many marvellous 
instances from the sage Narada. Having obtained the assent of 
Krishna, Samba departed from Dwáraká; and, proceeding from the 
northern bank of the Sindhu (Indus) he crossed the great river the 
Chandrabhágá (the Chinab), to the celebrated grove of Mitra (Mitra- 
vana), where, by fasting, penance, and prayer, he acquired the favour 
of Surya, and was cleansed of his leprosy. By Suürya's injunctions, 
aud as a mark of his gratitude, Samba engaged to construct a temple 
of the Sun, and to found, in connexion with it, a city on the banks 
of the Chandrabhaga. As he was in some uncertainty what form of 
the Sun he should set up, a miraculous image of great splendonr 
appeared to him, when bathing, which floated on the current, and, 
being wafted to the shore, was acvepted by Samba, as sent to him 
by the original, and was, accordingly, placed, with due honour, in the 
temple dedicated to the Sun. 

“After narrating these events, several chapters of the Puráüa are 
occupied with the instructions communicated to Samba by Narada, 
regarding the ceremonies to be observed in the construction of the 
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temple and the daily worship of the image. Samba is desirous of 
retaining learned and pious Brahmans for the purpose of performing 
the appointed rites, and receiving the donations he may make to the 
Sun; but Narada, in the spirit of the prohibition found in Manu, 
against the performance of idol-worship, as a source of emolument, by 
Brahmans, apprises Samba that no Brahman can undertake the office 
of ministering priest without incurring degradation in this life, and 
punishment in the next. He, therefore, refers Samba to Gauramukha 
(White-face), the Purohita (or family-priest) of Ugrasena, king of Ma- 
thnra, as the only person who could tell him whom he might most 
suitably employ as the officiating priests of the Sun; and Ganramukha 
directs bim, in conseqnence, to invite the Magas to discharge the duty, 
as they are, in an especial degree, the worshippers of Sürya. 


“The Magas, according to the legend narrated, not very distinctly, 
by the compiler of the Purana, were at once the progeny of Agni and 
Aditya (Fire and the Sun,) by Nishkumbha, the daughter of a holy 
sage named Riju or Rijwahwa (Zu, upright, and dhwa, appellation), 
of the race named Mihira. She was dedicated to Agni by her father; 
but the Sun, fascinated by her beanty, assumed the form of Agni, and 
begot a son, named Jalagambu, from whom sprang the Magas. Rijn, 
displeased with his daughter, condemned her offspring to degradation; 
but the Snn, at Nishkumbhá's entreaty, althongh he could not raise 
the Magas to a level with the Brahmans, conferred upon them the 
almost equal distinction of being his chosen ministers. 


*Althongh Gauramnkha conld inform Samba what priests the prince 
onght to employ, he is represented as ignorant of the place where 
they dwelt, and, referring Samba again to the Sun, Surya desires him 
to repair to Sáka-dwipa, beyond the sea of salt water, in which region 
the Magas corresponded with the caste of Brahmans in Jambu-dwipa 
or India; the other three castes being the Magasas, Manasas, and Man- 
dagas, equivalent to Kshattriyas, Vaisyas, and Südras: there were no 
mixed castes in Sáka-dwipa. It may be here observed that a similar 
enumeration of the tribes of Sáka-dwipa ocenrs in other Puranas, as 
in the Vishüáu Purana, where, instead of Magas, the Translation has 
Mfigas: but this may be only a various and, perhaps, an inaccurate 
reading of the original manuscript. 


“In obedience to the commands of Surya, and with the help of 
Kfishna, who lent him the use of Garuda for the journey, Samba 


went to Sáka-dwipa, and induced eighteen families of Magas to return 
with him to India, to fulfil the function of ministering priests in the 
temple of the Sun, which he now completed, building, at the same 
time, around the temple, a spacions city, which was called, after him, 
Sambapura. The legend also relates that the Yádava prince prevailed 
upon his kinsmen, the Bhojas of Dwaraka, a branch of the race of 
Yadu, to give their daughters, in marriage, to his Magas; and their 
descendants were, thence, called Bhojakas. But, in a subsequent pas- 
sage, with an inconsistency not nnfrequent in some of the Puránas, 
it is said that ten only of the eighteen families received damsels of 
the tribe of Bhoja, whilst the other eight, who were of the rank only 


of Südras, although equally worshippers of the Sun, were married to 
Saka maidens: their descendants were named Mandagas. 
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So far there is little, in the legend, beyond the name Maga, and 
the worship of the Sun, to suggest any connexion between it and the 
history of the fire-worshippers of Persia. But there are other parti- 
culars mentioned, which are of a more explicit tenour. They cannot, 
however, always be satisfactorily made out, in consequence of the ob- 
vious inaccuracy of the texts, arising, in a great measure, from the 
usual carelessness of the copyists, but partly from the occurrence of 
terms, probably ill understood and imperfeetly represented by the 
original writer. There are three copies of the Bhavishya Purana in 
the Library of the East India House, and two in the Bodleian. One 
of each collection omits the legend: of the remaining copies, the Ox- 
ford manuscript is the most correct; but it abounds in mistakes. 
Dr. Maximilian Muller has kindly furnished me with a transcript of 
the passages I required, and has enabled me to collate them with the 
East India House copies, from which, although some particulars remain 
doubtful, yet enough may be extraeted to establish the identity of the 
Magas of the Puranas with the followers of Zoroaster, 


“In answer to various questions relating to the practices of the 
Magas, put by Samba, the Sage Vyasa professes to give him some 
aceount of them, begiuning with the explanation of their name, 
whieh is not very intelligible. Apparently, it may be rendered: ‘The 
Magas are so called because they do not proceed by a contrary Veda’ 
(viparyastena vedena Maga nayantyato magal; as if trom mad, ‘not’, 
and gd, ‘who goes’); the writer considering the precepts of the Zend 
authorities as not opposed to those of the Vedas. The Sun, Vyasa con- 
tinues, in the form of fire, bears or wears (dharayate) what he calls 
a kurcha; and, therefore, the Magas are wearers of it (Kürcha- 
dharinak): the word ordinarily implies a bunch of peacock-feathers; 
but it may have, in this place, some other sense. The Magas eat in 
silence, whence they are called Mauninak (silentiaries). "They are 
also termed Vacharcha, from Vacha, said to be a name of the Sun, 
and archa, ‘worship’. They have four Vedas, termed Vada, Viswa- 
vada, Vidut(? and Angirasa(?). Gepa or Gesha (perhaps for Sesha), 
the great serpent, having cast off his skin in the Sun's car, it beeame 
the origin of what is here called the Amadhaka, which is given by the 
Magas, on solemn occasions, and with appropriate mantras or prayers. 
This is somewhat differeutly told a few lines afterwards. All creatures, 
it is there said,— Gods, Rishis, Rakshasas, Nagas,—assemble, at stated 
periods, in the chariot of the Sun; and, on one of these occasions, 
Vasuki, the king of the serpents, dropped his old skin: it was picked 
up by Aruna, and given, by him, to the Sun, who put it on round 
his waist, in honour of Vasuki, as if unseparated from the body of 
the Naga, whence it was called Avyanga (from a, ‘not,’ vi ‘apart 
from, and anga, ‘the body’), From its being thus worn by the Sun, 
it became sacred, in the estimation of his worshippers; and they, there- 
fore, constantly wear it. Whoever goes without it is impious and im- 
pure, and falls into hell Like the Munja of the Brahmans, it is said, 
it should be put on in the eighth year from conception. It is to be 
made of cotton, or wool, of one colour: the best kind is 132 inches 
(or fingers) long; the next, 120; and it should never be less than 103 
inches in length. Other names appear to be applied to it, as Amdhaka, 
Sara-pradhdna, Bhava-sara, and Sára-mara; but this is uncertain, as 
the passage is corrupt, aud some other article may be intended, in- 
vested with which, and the Avyanga, the worshipper is said to be Pa- 
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thitánga, Again, in place of the Darbha, or sacred grass of the Brah- 
mans, the Pavitra, or purificatory instrument of sacrifice of the Magas, 
is said, by Vyasa, to be called Varsma, or (in another place,) Varsama. 


“A variety of other particulars are briefly mentioned, some of which 
are intelligible, others uncertain. A Maga must not touch a dead 
body, nor a woman at certain seasons; he should (not?) cast a dead 
dog on the earth, and should not die without worshipping the Sun. 
He should let his beard grow, travel on foot, cover his face in wor- 
shipping, and hold what is called the Púrńaka in the right hand, and 


the Sankha (conch-shell?) in the left; and he should worship the Sun 
at the three Sandhyás, and at the five festivals. Other details are too 
questionably particularized to be specified; but more than enough has 
been cited to establish the fact that the Bhavishya Purana intends, 
by Magas, the Mughs of the Persians, the Magi of the Greeks, and 
the Parsees of India. Thus, the rule of eating in silence, the covering 
of the mouth at worship, the prohibition of touching a corpse, or, 
at least, the impurity thereby contracted, are characteristic of the 
Parsee faith. A still more decisive indication is furnished by what is 
related of the Avyanga, which is, clearly, the sacred girdle of the 
Parsees, called, most commonly, Kusti or Kosti, but also Atwyongham, 
according to Anquetil du Perron, as quoted by Dr. John Wilson, in 
his notices of the Parsee religion. The latter also observes, almost in 
the words attributed to Vyasa: ‘The Kusti bears some analogy to the 
Munja of the Brahmans,’ According to him, the Kusti should be put 
on when the child has attained the age of seven years, seven months, 
and ten days, (which agrees well enough with our text); and the 
wickedness of not wearing it, and the consequences of such impiety, 
are similarly described in Zend and Pehlevi works. Unluckily, I have 
not, at present, the means of consulting Anquetil du Perron; or some 
other analogies might be traced. But there can be no doubt that 
another term which oecurs in the Sanskrit text is identifiable in the 
Zend, and that the Varsma or Varsama of the Bhavishya Purana is 
the Barsam or Barsom of the Vendidad,—a bundle of twigs of the 
pomegranate, in place of the bundle of sacred grass used by the 
Brahmans, and equally an essential part of the apparatus employed 
in the worsbip of Fire, or oblations offered to that element, in both 
religions. 


“It is evident, therefore, that the Bhavishya Purana, in the legend 
of Samba, has in view the introduction of the fire-worship of lran; 
and it is curious to find so prompt an adoption by the Brahmans, 
and such a cordial tolerance of a foreign system of religious practices 
and belief. The only question that suggests itself concerns the period 
at whieh this took place, the time at which the Brahmans acknowledged 
the high-priests of the Sun as little inferior, in sanctity, to their own 
order;—whether it followed the flight of the Parsees to Gujerat, in the 
beginning of the eighth century, or whether it occurred some few cen- 
turies earlier, when, we have reason to infer from numismatic evidence, 
Persian princes or satraps exercised authority on the north-west frontier 
of India, Either period wonld not be incompatible with the probable 
date of the Bhavishya Purana, which, in its actual form, cannot pretend 
to very remote antiquity. That the legend is of the more recent era 
is most likely; and this is confirmed by the circumstance of Samba’s 
being fabled to have gone from Dwaraka, in Gujerat, to bring the 
Magas from their native country to India. That the Parsees ever made 
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their way into the Punjab is very questionable; and no traces are 
recorded of their presence on the banks of the Chandrabhaga; nor 
have we any notice of the remains of a temple of the Sun in that 
quarter, although, according to Colonel Wilford, there was a city of 
Samba in the same direction.” 

Instead of * Nishkumbha ", the preferable reading of MSS. seems to 
be Nikshubhà. Nor is Rijwahwa called by a second name, “Riju”. 
For the castes in Saka-dwipa, see Vol. IL, pp. 199, 200. It will there 
be learned, from one of my annotations, that, in lieu of *Mriga",—the 
only reading known to Professor Wilson,—I found, in most of my copies, 
the undoubtedly correct ‘ Maga’. 


P. LXV., 1. 3. Read Yudhishthira. 
P. LXXXVI., l. 18. See, for Hayagriva, Vol. V., p. 2, notes 1 and q. 


P. XC., 1.12. For Kamakshya read Kamakhya. And see Vol. V., p. 88, 
notes 2 and ***. 


P. XCIX., 1. 22. Read beliefs. 


P. CXV., 1. 1. E have corrected Professor Wilson's *Ratnagarbha Bhatta”. 
Bhattacharya is a title which has been used, I believe, only in Lower 
Bengal; whereas the title of Bhatta, there unknown, seems to have 
been current in almost every other part of India. 


P. CXV., 1. 3 ab infra. Instead of ‘Chitsukha Yogin', Professor Wilson 
had, erroneously, **Chit-sukha-yoni." 


For Chitsukha Muni, perhaps the same as Chitsukha Yogin, see my 
Sanskrit Catalogue, pp. 155 and 206. 


P. 2, 1. 2. One of my MSS. here interpolates the following stanzas: 
faat fragi aca 
fad faá ate iW | 
ATAARE 
few fay fanfed wats fa u 
erbaferfasercd ATA FHATTAT | 
amaaa UAS A INFER d 
P. 6, 1. 7. Instead of the five stanzas which, according to the text fol- 


lowed by the Translator, begin the work, three of my best MSS. give 
only the last of them, preceded by the following: 


Maa FCA 
uqi AAAI As | 
e ane 

eat etfamycmMargay 

wureusmdtsspu TAFA u 
P 6, L 16. “All the Hindu systems consider vegetable bodies as en- 
dowed with life," So, and correctly, remarks Professor Wilson, in his 
collected Works, Vol. IH., p. 381.  Chardchara, or the synonymous 
sthavara and jangama, is, therefore, inaccurately rendered, in. pp. 6, 47, 
64, 149, 183, and elsewhere, “animate and inanimate”, “sentient beings" 
and “unconscious”, “conscious and unconscious beings", &c. &e. ‘Loco- 


V. 25 
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motive and fixed' would be better, since trees are considered to possess 
souls. 


P. 8, note +. See Vol. IIL, p. 35, note ii. 
P. 32, notes, l. 14 ab infra. Read Swayambhu. 
P. 46, ll. 1, 2. The original is: 
ag: waa fazla a UUTTA: | 
The term WQQTCA: here implies ‘metaphorically’. 
P. 55, notes, 1. 5. Read Swayambhu. 
P. 60, notes, l. 2 ab infra. Read Sthilamaya. 
P. 65, note +. Also see Original Sanskrit Texts, Part I, pp. 50, 51 
(2nd ed.). 


P. 66, notes, ll. 3—5 ab infra. Dr. Muir translates, more correctly: 
* Every substance (vastu) is brought into the state of substance (vastuta) 
by its own inherent power." Original Sanskrit Texts, Part. IL, p. 51 
(2nd ed.). 


P. 70, notes, l. 7 ab infra. For the term mukhya, see Original Sanskrit 
Texts, Part L, p. 57, text and note 104 (2nd ed.). 

P. 80, note, l. 7 ab infra. For the term ambhamsi, see Original Sanskrit 
Texts, Part L, p. 24, note 36 (2nd ed.). 

P. 84, ll. 13 et seg. For a similar passage, translated from the Taittiriya- 
saihitd, see Original Sanskrit Texts, Part I, p. 16 (2nd ed.). 

P. 85, notes, l. 11. Instead of ‘Shodasin’, the Translator had '*Sorasi". 
Many errors of this stamp have been corrected silently. 

P. 95, 1. 7. Professor Wilson had “Gaveduka”, instead of ‘Gavedhuka’; 
for which see Vol. V., p. 175, notes 3 and ||. 

P. 95, notes, l. 10. The uddra is a wild grain, according to the com- 
mentators. 

P. 95, notes, l. 11. For the Professors 'Kodrava", I have put *Kora- 
düsha'. On this word the commentator Sridhara makes a remark which 
plainly evinces that he was not an inhabitant of Eastern India. 

P. 96, l. 10. Where I have printed ‘drop’, the first edition had “dross”. 
The error was typographical, the original word being bindu. 


P. 98, notes, I. 4. “The city of the Gandharvas is, properly, Alaka,—on 
Mount Meru,—the capital of Kubera.” Professor Wilson, in Professor 
Johnson’s Selections from the Mahabharata, p. 11. 


P. 108, 1.1. For the origin of the name Uttánapáda, see Original Sanskrit 
Texts, Part I., p. 72 (2nd ed.). 


P. 109, l. 4. Daksha's daughters by Prasuti furnish several of the Ma- 
téis, according to divers enumerations of the members of this group. 


P. 111, notes, l. 11. It is observable that we here have Daüdanaya, but 
Danda and Naya in p. 110. 


P. 112, text and note *. Ranrava is one hell, and Naraka is another. 
See Vol. IL, p. 214; p. 215, note ||; and p. 216. 


P. 114, l. 13. The words “whose essence is the elements" scarcely render 
aright the original expression, bhuta-bhavana. 


DP 116, 15 4,55. in Áswaláyana's Gfihya-sitra, IV., VIII, 19, we find 
the following names: Hara, Mrida, Sarva, Siva, Bhava, Mahadeva, Ugra, 
Bhima, Pagupati, Rudra, Sankara, Isana. 
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P. 117, 1. 2. For Usha read Ushas. The latter is classical; the former, 
Vaidik. Compare apsara and apsaras. 

P. 117, l. 7 and note +. According to the Mahabharata, Adi-parvan, 
él. 9589, Anila had two sons, Manojava and Avijnátagati. Which of 
the two is the same as Hauumat is undecided. Can Anila be syn- 
enymous with lana? If not, there are two Manojavas with mothers 
of the same name, Siva. 

P. 119, 1. 10. Instead of Gauri, some MSS, yield Bhütigauri. 

P. 119, H. 23, 24. Dhane$wara is the term there rendered “the god of 
riches"; and Knbera is not named in the original. 

P. 129, 1. 9. Instead of my ‘Sumeru’, the former edition had “Meru”, 
which I find in no MS. 

P. 139, 1. 21. suWIXd:—a word often misapprehended by the 
'Translator,— here means ‘metaphorically’, not “who is not in need 
of assistance”. Further, Uta, rendered “the supreme god”, is 


explained as meaning ‘lord of the great Ma’, i. e, Lakshmi. The 
original of the sentence is as follows: 


MAA weWwr fe a: Wats quratca: | 
udag a at fama a: dae I 


“May he who, though pure of connexion with all things, is, by a 
figure of speech, called lord of the great Ma”, &c. 
P. 144, note *. My list of corrigenda, entirely overlooked by Professor 
Müller, points out several gross typographical errors; and these he 
has reproduced. 


P. 147, note, last lino. Ordinarily, at least, Ráhu is described as a Da- 
nava, or son of Dann. 


P. 148, notes, l. 7. Ráhu is generally considered to be the ascending 
node; Ketu, the descending. 

P. 152, L 4. Besides this Lakshmi, the text of the Vishiiu-puraia men- 
tions another, of less note, daughter of Daksha, and wife of Dharma. 
See the Index.. 

P. 152, 1. 7. The first edition had, for Niyati, Niryati,—an error of 
the press, 

P. 154, notes, l. 14 ab infra. “Agastya is a celebrated person in Hindu 
legend. He is fabled to have prostrated the Vindhya mountain, as 
well as to have drunk the ocean dry. The traditions of the South of 
India ascribe to him a principal share in the formation of the Tamil 
language and literature; and the general tenour of the legends relating 
to him denotes his having been instrumental in the introduction of 
the Hindn religion and civilization into the Peninsula.” Professor 
Wilson, in Professor Johnson’s Selections from the Mahabharata, p. 51, 
note 2. 

P. 155, 1. 7. Read Abhimanin. 

P. 155, notes, l. 7. Read Sankhapad. See Vol. IL, p. 262, note +, ad 
Jinem. 

P. 156, notes, l. 5. Pavaka, I think, is called parent of Kavyavahana. 

P. 156, note 2. See Vol. IN., p. 166, note *. 

P. 159, note, 1. 3. Instead of ‘Ayushmat’, the former edition had *Ayush- 
manta", which is impossible. 

25* 
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P. 165, l. 5. The word *Madhuvana" is not in the original. 

P. 177, |. 2, Variants of Slishti are Srishti and Sishti. 

P. 177, l. 8. Araüya seems to be as common a reading as Anaranya. 
P. 177, 1. 9. For the patriarch Vairaja, see Vol. 1l., p. 86. 

P. 178, l. 1. The original here not only names Prithu, bat calls him 


by his patronym, Vainya. 

P. 178, notes, 1.12. The unwarrantable **Suvithi" stood, in the former 
edition, for my ‘Swarvithi’. 

P. 182, notes, l. 10 Read Bhramaras. 

Pp. 187—191. For a passage on the milking of the Earth, see the 
I l g g 
Atharva-veda, VILI., X., 22-29,— especially, 24. I have to thank 
Dr. mr for this reference. 

P. 194, 1. 2. It would have been an improvement, for clearness, to put 
S: amudra, instead of “ocean”. Sagara, a well-known proper name, also 
means “ocean” 


VOL. II. 
P. 5, last line, The original word for “region” is ayatana, 
P. 7, IL 3 and 19. Read Kesava. 
P. 9, notes, l. 8 ab infra. Read by. 


P 21, notes, l. 2. Professor Wilson had *Kakud" where I have sub- 
stitated Eoo 


P. 22, 1. 3. For definitions of the Vasus and Rudras, see the Brihad- 
dratyaka Upanishad, 111., IX., 3, 4. 


152953 3: On the namber of the gods, see the Brihad-adranyaka Upa- 
nishad, les Jos. 3i. 


Po motes, Ik Bp un Sastradevatás. 
P. 71, ]. 6. Simhika was half-sister of Viprachitti. 


IP: S. ll 2 8. Soma, here called monarch of Brahmaus, was, ud a 
Kshattra, according to the B/ihad-dradyaka Upanishad, 1., 1V., 


P. 86, l. 5. For Vairája, see Vol. III., p. 158, note $}. 

P. 100, l. 3. The Translator had “Medha” where 1 have put ‘Medhas’. 

P. 105, notes, ll. 6, 6. Arhat is synonymous with Jina; Arhata, with 
Jaina. See Vol. V., p. 376, note T. 

P. 112, note, l. 14. Instead of Kubera, we have Soma, in p. 240. 

P. 117, l. 8& The Gandhamadana mentioned in p. 122 is a different 
mountain. 


P. 120, 1. 3. Burnouf considers the Sita to be the same as the Sihoun. 
Introduction à l'Histoire du Bouddhisme Indien, Nol. 1., p. 540. 


P. 120, note ;. The Sanskrit name of the Oxus seems, through the 
Chinese, to be Vakshu. And this form I have found, more than once, 
in MSS. 


P. 121, notes, l. 10 ab infra. Read Sarayu. 
P. 128, notes, l. 7. Read Narmada. 
P. 137, notes, l. 10. Read RAT. 


P. 143, notes, 1, 12 ab infra. Professor Wilson had “Sthanegwara” where 
] have put ‘Sthanwiswara’. This, the correct form, I learned from 
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the Harsha-charita. The first word in the compound is Stháńu, a name 
of Siva. 

P. 149, l. 1. According to Mr. Molesworth’s Marathi Dictionary, a river 
Pravará falls into the Godavari at Tonken. 

P. 152, 1. 1. Read Purnasa. 

P. 155, notes, l. 13 ab infra. Read 131. 

P. 159, notes, l. 10. Read Kuidina. 

P. 163, notes, last line. For Kasi read of the Kasis. 

P. 166, note *. For third read fourth. 

P. 166, note tf. The Mahishiki river is named in the Bengal recension 
of the Ramayaia, Kishkindha-kanda, XLI., 16. 

P. 166. Erase note $$. 

P. 172, notes, 1. 6. Read occur. 

P. 172, note tt. For Knéasthali and Kusavati, see Vol. IH., p. 320, note |. 

P. 174, note 1. “The Sanviras, although applied here to a particular 
family, denote, as is subsequently shown, a tribe or people either 
identical, or elosely eonnected, with the Sindhus; for Jayadratha is in- 
differently termed Raja of the Sindhus or Saindhavas aud Raja of the 
Sanviras. They are sometimes named in concert, as Sindhu-sauviras, 
and, whether the same as the dwellers on the Indns, or a kindred 
tribe, must have occupied much the same territory,—the western and 
southern portion of the Punjab." Professor Wilson, in Professor John- 
son's Selections from the Mahabharata, p. 65, note 3. 

P. 177, note 1. For the supposed modern representatives of the Dahac, 
see Sir H. M. Elliot's Supplemental Glossary, pp. 414, 415. 

P. 178, l. 2. Read Kariatakas. 

P. 211, notes, l. 5. Read Puloman. 


P. 221, text and note 1. According to Sir David Lyndesay's less pagan 
notions,—which he shared with S. Thomas Aquinas and Peter Lom- 
bard,—a hnmbler class than the gods, the elect, will be indulged 
with the felicity of contemplating the discomforts of the damned: 

“Thay sall reioyis to se the gret dolour 
Off dampnit folk in hell, and thare torment; 
Because of God it is the iuste ingement,” 


236, ll. 10, 11. Compare the Bhagavad-gita, IX., 16. 

255, notes, l. 7. For 1809 read 2010, in correction of Professor Wilson. 

. 287, note *. For Rambha, see Vol V., p. 12, text and note 

288, note T. For Aptrana, see Vol, V., p. 251, note f. 

P. 293, notes, 1. 12 ab infra. Read Sakra. 

P. 316, note 1. It does not appear that the Bhagavata-purdia mentions 
Jambümárga. Probably it is named by the scholiast Sridhara: for 
Professor Wilson not seldom confonnds commentary and text. 

P. 318, l. 4. A Sauvira is au inhabitant of Suvira. Read, therefore, ‘king 
of the Sauviras'. 

P. 340, 1. 32. Read |. 11 ab infra. 

P. 341, l 25. Maharashtra, it seems, was a designation known to Hiouen 
Thsang. 

P. 343, ll. 21—23. Erase the note. 


scc 
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VOL. III. 
P. 2, notes, l. 4. Read Yamas. 
P. 6, notes, l. 18. Read Vaméavartins. 


P. 7, notes, l. 2. The inverted commas should come at the end of the 
sentence in the line preceding. 


P. 16, 1.1. Read Ákúti. 

P. 18, notes, l. 3. Read Vaikuntha. 

P. 44, notes, l. 5. Read Santi. 

P. T Tus t. For the meaning of prd(üdydma, see Vol V., p. 231, 
note ||. 

P. 60, l. 6. Kfita seems to be the right name. See Vol. IV., p. 143, 
text and note T. 

P. 77, note 1. Compare Vol. V., pp. 229, 230, text and annotations. 

P. 80, notes, 1. 2 ab infra. For father read grandfather, 

P. 87, note}. For p. 110, note $, read p. 113, note +, and p. 114, 


notes { and §. 


P. 131, notes, 1. 8 ab infra. The real designation of the work there 
named is, I find, Praiak/ishittyasabdabdhi. 

P. 131, notes, 1, 14. Tardchandra Chakravartin prepared the revised 
English translation; and the Bengalee translation was the work of 
Viswanatha Tarkabhushana. See the London Asiatic Journal, 1832, 
Part L, p. 335. 


P. 164, note f. See p. 221, note ||, in the same volume. 
P. 167, notes, l. 13. Read Varuna. 

P. 179, notes, l. 10 ab infra; Read 1., LXXXIX, 3. 

P. 183, note T. For Vol. II. read Vol. I. 

P. 187, notes, l. 8 ab infra. Read Brahmdaida-purdia, 

pi 
P: 


197, l. 4. The Manu intended is Vaivaswata; for whom see p. 13 of 
the same volume. 


198, notes, l. 9. Read vague sense. 
P. 209, l. 1. Read Arhatas. 


P. 209, note 2. Professor Wilson should have written ‘Arhata’. See 
Vol. V., p. 376, note F. 

P. 217, note *, Read Rishi, 

P. 218, 1. 9. Instead of “Raja of Kasi” the correct rendering is ‘Raja of 
the Kasis’. 

P. 220, 1. 3 ab infra. The translation is not literal here, and yields 
neither “king of Kasi” nor ‘king of the Kasis’. 

P. 230, note ||. See p. 20, note 1, in the same volume. 

P. 245, 1. 5. Read Trinabindn. 

P. 249, notes, 1. 3. It is meant that Anarta and the rest were brothers. 

P. 249, note q. Read IX. 

P. 266, notes, l. 4. Read Rantinára. Also see Vol. IV., p. 129. 

B: e 1, 8. ead Matinara, Also see Vol. IV., p. 129, notes 2 
and ||, 

P. 267, 1. 21. The learned reader may be amused by the whimsical 
etymologies, of a like character to this, given in the annexed stanza 
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from Appayya Dikshita's Sivatattwaviveka : 
feft: feared an art fra: aa: | 
UAA: NR: TAR HITT VAT di 
>, 280, note +, Yanvanaswa is, of course, tho patronym of Ambarisha, 
. 283, notes, 1.2. *Dulisaha' is a more ordinary form than ‘“Dussaha”. 
. 321, notes, l. 5. Read Tarapida. 
325, notes, l. 2. For a Yajnavalkya, in connexion with the Yoga 
philosophy, see Vol. V., p. 230, note ||. 
. 925, note 4. Viswasahwan is, probably, one with the Viswasaha of p. 323. 
; n notes, l. 2. See Vol. IV., p. 344; supplementary annotation on 
p. 84. 
. 334, l 1. Read Kitujit. 
. 386, note $. For 353 read pp. 244, 245. 


— 
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. 17, note 1. For Richika, see Vol. HI., p. 80, note +. 

. 90, l. 6. Compare p. 136, note 1, in the same volume. 

. 40, note i. Compare what is said of Tálajangha in p. 57. 

. 57, 1. 3. Read Talajanghas. 

. 63, notes, l. 13. Read Ruchaka. 

. 67, notes, l. 6. Read Romapada. 

. 95, 1. 3. Read Avaha. 

. 97, note 1. Read Dhrishta. 

. 100, notes, l. 18. Read Sura. 

111, notes, |. 3 ab infra. Read Hamsa, Suvamza. 

. 112, note ||. For Charuhasini, see Vol. V., p. 69, note $; p. 81, note §; 

and p. 83, note §. 

P. 114, notes, l. 10 ab infra. Read p. 98. 

P. 123, notes, l. 10. Insert a comma after “Brihaspati’’. 

P. 129, note |. Erase another, Atitára. 

P. 132, notes, l. 12 ab infra. It is observable that, in p. 102, we have 
had a Bhima son of Anila. 

P 141, notes, l. 4. Read Dridhaswa. 

P. 142, note tt. For Dhritarashtra read Dhtitarashtra’s charioteer, ac- 
cording to the more usual legend. 

P. 144, note 3. Read Riksha. 

P. 148, notes, l. 6. Read Arimejaya. 

P. 157. Erase note $. 

P. 171, note 1. For Sreüika, father of Künika, see tho Journal of the 
Bombay Asiatic Society, Vol IX., p. 154. 

P. 178, 1. 5 and note |. For *Chandapradyota" and his son Palaka, see 

the Journal of the Bombay Asiatic Society, Vol. IX., p. 147. 


P. 182, note **, Read is Udayin. For Udayin, said to have been son 
of Künika, see the Journal of the Bombay Asiatic Society, Vol. IX., 
pp. 147, 154. 
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P. 184, note 2. A mahapadma is only a thousand millions, according 
to the Lilavati. Elsewhere a simple padma is said to be ten thonsand 
millions. See Vol. V., p. 187, note +, and p. 188, note ||. 


P. 202, l. 1. For Gardabhila, said to have been king of Ujjayini, and 
father of Vikramaditya, see the Journal of the Bombay Asiatic Society, 
Vol. IX., pp. 139, 143, 148, 1654. 


P. 215, note +. For Pushpamitra, see the Journal of the Bombay Asiatic 
Society, Vol. 1X., p. 148. 


P. 216, l. 1, and p. 217, notes, l. 1. For Viswasphatika, see the Journal 
of the Bombay Asiatic Society, Vol. IX., p. 146. 


P. 217, note ;. For Kantipur read Kantipun. 

P. 233, notes, l. 11 ab infra. Read Chandrabhaga. 

P. 248, ll. 7, 8. “The increaser of the Bhojas” wonld be the correct 
rendering. See p. 260, note €, in the same volume. 

P. 279. Erase note 1. 

P. 308, note 1. See Vol. V., p. 231, notes 1 and |l. 


VOCIN: 
P. 2, note «. For Hayagriva, as slain by Vishnu, see p. 90. 
P. 2, notes, l. 7 ab infra. Read srt: 
P. 26, notes, l. 12 ab infra. Read TARRI. 
P. 53, notes, l. 9. Read Harivansa. 
P. 74, notes, l. 5. Read Gaja-gamini. 
P. 140, notes, l. 6. Read Verata-parvan. 
P. 169, notes, l. 3 ab infra. Read Vamsanucharita. 
P. 176, l. 6. For sage read age. 


P. 190, notes. 1. 4. By the orivinal expression, here rendered ^ four 
fingers", ‘four finger-breadths’ is intended. 


P. 209, notes, l. 3. Read Tat-práptaye. 

P. 250, 1. 4. Read Rishi. 

P. 250, 1.5. Read Ribhu. 

P. 290, notes, l. 5. Read Vamacharins, 

P. 319, 1. 5. Read Brahmańda. 

P. 326, L 1. *Vàma Yamacharin”, it may he surmised, is a typogra- 
phical error for ‘Vamacharin’, 

P. 356, l. 4 ab ifra. Read Madhwacharya. 

P. 358, 1. 5. Read Sri Bhdgavata, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


The MSS. of the Viéshru-purdia and of its commentaries used 
by the Editor belong, chiefly, to himself, and are the best, or 
copies of the best, which he was able to discover during a long 
and extensive search in India. He has also carefully examined 
all the oldest and most valuable MSS. which he knows to exist 
in England, and an especially excellent one obligingly lent to 
him by the aecomplished Principal of the Benares College, Mr. 
Griffith. The Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta impressions he has, 
further, constantly had by his side; and he has frequently con- 
sulted them, but to little useful purpose. With few exceptions, 
the Sanskrit works brought out under the supervision of Hindus 
are inferior even to indifferent manuscripts; and this must con- 
tinue to be their character, so long as they betray a systematic 
disregard of the most elementary principles of editorial probity. 

As regards the original and the translation of a book, until 
the text df the first is duly ascertained, the other can be worth 
very little; and the MSS. of the Vishuu-purdna— which is still 
inedited, — present a choice of leetions in almost every line. 
Professor Wilson sometimes employed one MS., sometimes an- 
other; and there are but rare indications that he compared 
together even two, out of all that were accessible to him. The 
consequence of impatience of collation is inevitable; and it not 
seldom happens that he unfortunately had before him, and fol- 
lowed, the very worst reading from among a variety of good 
and bad. 

Had the Editor clearly foreseen, in time, what awaited him, 
rather than do that which he has done, he would have hazarded 
a critical edition of the Vishiu-purdna in the original, and an 
entirely new translation. The one has long been all but ready 
for the press; but its appearance has been defeated by one 
manœuvre after another, and now can never be realized. An in- 
dependent version of his own would, certainly, have cost him 
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much less trouble than the invidious labour which he has ex- 
pended on these volumes. Of notes he would have been 
sparing; inasmuch as, in the whole compass of Sanskrit literature, 
he could not consider the text of even a dozen works to be 
sufficiently settled to warrant an appeal to them, except in a 
most general way, for purposes of comparison or illustration. 

Though many of Professor Wilson's notes have no very in- 
timate connexion with his translation, others have such a con- 
nexion; and some of them are necessary to its very intelligibility. 
To make a selection, from among these categories, as subject- 
matter for remark, would have been difficult, and, the 
question of difficulty apart, would have been liable to ob- 
jection. Emendations, to be rendered at all convincing, every 
here and there demanded the production of new matter; and, 
sometimes, when such matter has lain at the Editor’s elbow, it 
has been offered to the reader, notwithstanding its being only 
indirectly germane to the occasion. As for his annotations, 
however, he does not lay the least claim to their being ex- 
haustive. He has given mere specimens,—at best, suggestive 
of the peril which, in the dawn of the exploration of Sanskrit 
literature, attends on peremptory statement or positiveness of 
conelusion,—and equally so where he has amended the Profes- 
sor’s renderings, and, in short, in the discharge of his revisory 
functions generally. Still, iu one important respect he has been 
solicitous of thoroughness. By citations from, and references to, 
the other publications of Professor Wilson, he has studied — 
not unsuccessfully, he trusts, — to make him, as far as possible, 
his own commentator, corrector, and supplementer. 

A copious disquisition on the Puranas as a class, and on the 
Vishiu-purdia in particular, is reserved against the emergence 
of some other opportunity for publishing it. 

The sixth volume will be occupied with a full index to the 
entire work. 

LONDON, 

July, 1869. 
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